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□ Executive^. 

_90K 

□ Manager.. 

ROK 

□ Analyst__ 

_40K 

□ Graduate_ 

_17K 

30 PACES OF APPOINTMENTS 


MARTIN BEDQALL 
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windfall of 
£2,000 each 


By Caroline Merrell and Joanna. Bale 


SAVERS with the Nationwide. 
Britain's biggest building soct- 
.eiy. yesterday voted by a 
margin trf nearly three to ora . 
to forgo a £2,000 windfall in 
order to' retain the society's ' 
mutual stasis. 

They rejected, by one mil- ' 
lion votes to 350.000, moves by 
five rebel candidates, led by 
the f eccentric former rpyal 
butler ‘Michael Hardern. to 
. convert the society info a bank. 

■ Theoutasne means thatthe 
Nationwide will not follow the 
Halifax. Alliance & Leicester, 
and -Woolwich on to .the- 
stoctonarket,-. and will .not" 
bestow windfalls on its savers 
in the form of shares or cash. 
Instead the society claims it-, 
will; underline .foe meoSs ~af- 
remaining a. mutual buOdmg ' 
society by .offering chwper •' 
loans and highersavers’ rales 
than other banks-and former • 
building societies. Last year, 
the Naticnwide . handed bajck;^ 
£200 mflliah to savers mthis. 
way. . .. 1 

Nationwide directors ex- ' 
pressed snprise at foe over¬ 
whelming size of the vofe ' 
agarzst Mr Hardern and his ’ 
Hlow proconveraon candt- 
; (fetes. Charles Nimneley, Na- 
tionwide chairman, sakfc “The 
rasuli is a very strong.endorse- 
ment of strategy”. - - ; : - 

The high turnout aE vpters 
underlined the strength r of 
feeling about the issue. Nor- . 
mally only 300^XX) vote on foe , 
dection ctf board members. . - 


High street boom 

High street sales- hit ii new 
hi^b in June as consishers 
rushed to spend their windfall; 
payouts —__......Page 25 
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Nunnefey; huge 
to keep mntnal s 


a vote 
status 


.•'“The. victory. was .welcomed 
by other building societies and 
by the- Government ! The 
Piiine Minister.’speaking .at 
Question Time* said: “I was 
ddjghied tostw foeresult and 
I think foe right dedsibn was 
made."- ■ : - • • 

Mr Hardeni! said last night 
that ; he- was' considering 
rtfounting a legal challertge to 
set upaimther baBdl. He.is to. 
consult Mow campaigners in 
tis'jgroiip. Members For Con¬ 
version, over whether to con¬ 
tinue their fight 
On the roof terrace of his 
Soho, flat .in centra] London 
yesterday Mr Hardern, 40, 
accused foe Nationwide of 
rnisrepresCTiting his views in a 


deliberate-attempt to persuade. 
savers to vote against 
conversion. 

"The Nationwide black arts 
department spent £1 million of 
customers’ money making 
. sure they won,” he said. “They 
sent letters out saying that 1 
bad changed my mind, so 
many of my supporters 
thought I had caved in." 

He also- claimed that the 
public had been influenced by 
staff at branches. "Staff 
warned voters about branch 
closures and told them to vote 
accordingly." he said. 

However. Mr Nunneley de¬ 
nied that foe vote had been 
rigged and said the voting 
pattern at branches and that 
through foe post was similar. 

Andrew Love, -chairman of 
the All Plarty Building Societ¬ 
ies Committee, is to press 
ahead with a meeting with 
Helen Liddell, economic secre¬ 
tary to the Treasury. Mr Love 
said foe meeting wOl - discuss 
ways to prevent a similar 
sitoation occurring again. Mr 
Hardern only needed 50 sig¬ 
natures from the Nationwide'S 
35 million members to make 
an assault on foe board. 

The remaining societies 
breathed a sigh of relief at the 
result If Nationwide savers 
had voted in favour of conver¬ 
sion, then they would have 
found it difficult to remain 
mutual. . David Anderson, 
Yorkshire Building Society 
chief executive, said: “The 



Students face 
£10,000 debt 
under Labour 
grant plans 

By John O'Leary, education editor 


Pro-bank campaigner Michael Hardern said at his London home that he may fight on 


entire mutual movement can 
take this as a vote of confi¬ 
dence. a strong signal that our 
message is getting through, 
and a victory for common 
sense." 

The vote has left foe dissi¬ 
dents who indude Julie 



ban on foreign funding 


By Phiup Webster, political editor 


A BAN on foreign donations 
and new ‘disdpHnaiy powers 
to expel br suspend'MPs or 
coundflorr guilty of gross 
misconduct were promised by 
■WiHiam Hague yesterday as 
part of foe biggest shake-up m 
foe Conservative party for 
nrare than half a century. 

The Tory leader preem pted 
Labour, plans to outlaw polit¬ 
ical donations from abroad as 
he acted to remove foe taint of 
sleaze .from his party and 
spoke of his desire to turn the 
Tories into a, "firesh, open, 
piitgomg and clean" organis¬ 
ation. All foe big contribu¬ 
tions, likely :to’ be set at a 
ceiling of £5,000, will have to 
be declared and the donor 
named — again in line with 
Labour plans'. 

Last night Tory sources 
said the ban on foreign dona¬ 
tions would apply to any 
individual “who had no 
coimnectiohs whatsoever with 
Britain." In theory individuals 
who are not entitled to v ote in 
British elections (apart from 
Lards)- would not be able to 
donate. But the position of 
companies is less dear. The 
soujees. emphasised foal the 


detail would have to be 
worked out in consultation 
with lawyers but it is likely 
that companies with any Brit¬ 
ish connection would still be 
able to donate. 

In a radical reshaping of 
current structures, foie three 
wings of foe party, the Nat¬ 
ional Union which runs the 
voluntary side. Central Office 
and foe parliamentary party 
are to be brought together into 
a single organisation gov¬ 
erned by a new constitution, 
which should be ready by 
April. 

A new governing body simi¬ 
lar to a board of directors will 
run the party, with a chair¬ 
man appointed by'the leader, 
and representatives from foe 
constituencies, Parliament 
and professional bodies. 

It will mean that the party 
machine is put under central 
control for the first time. There 
will be a national membership 
system, to enable the party to 
keep in touch with its mem¬ 
bers arid enable them to be 
consulted across a wide Tange 
of issues.” Our current organ¬ 
isation is not up to foe job," 
Mr Hague said. Party, mem¬ 


bers are to be given a say over 
policy and foe election of 
leaders for the first time. Mr 
Hague intends to follow Tony 
Blair in putting the entire 
Conservative programme to 
the membership before foe 
next election. 

As expected he is to submit 
both himself and the outlines 
of his reforms to a a vote of the 
party in September. 

Because the new member¬ 
ship system will not be in 
place by then, constituency 
associations will be responsi¬ 
ble for distributing ballot 
papers to their known mem¬ 
bers and collecting them. The 
results will be declared at foe 
party conference in October. 

By announcing foe ban chi 
foreign donations — stopping 
people not entitled to vote in 
British elections from being in 
a position to have influence on 
its outcome — Mr Hague was 
acting before he was forced to 
do so by the Government 
Claims that the party has been 
getting big sums from abroad 

Continued on page 2, col 4 

Matthew Parris, page 2 
Leading article, page 21 


Trewehella, a secretary, and 
Andrew Martin, a computer 
consultant arguing among 
themselves. They claimed that 
Mr Hardern*s eccentric be¬ 
haviour had damaged their 
campaign. 

“Michael was a loose can- 


Work on 
wreckage 
salvaged 

By Mark Henderson 

THE Government has 
agreed to lift irs ban on 
salvage work on foe wreck of 
the 18th-century packet ship 
Hanover after hearing foal it 
is deteriorating rapidly. 

Last week Tony Banks, 
Minister for Culture, Media 
and Sport stopped work on 
the wreck, which sank in 
1763 with the loss of 60 lives 
off Cligga Head, near 
Perranporlh in Cornwall. 

The salvage company 
HydrasaJve UK Ltd ob¬ 
tained an emergency High 
Court injunction against foe 
Ministry on Tuesday allow¬ 
ing divers to survey foe 
damage. 

The company’s solicitor 
Patricia Frandes said: “My 
dients have been labelled as 
treasure hunters, but they 
are professional salvors.” 

The work resumes today 
under two marine archaeol¬ 
ogists appointed by the Gov¬ 
ernment. A spokesman for 
the department said the 
order to protect the wreck 
had been issued because it 
had not obtained foil details 
of its historical significance. 


non that shot us in the foot," 
said Mr Martin. “His U-turn 
destroyed our credibility and 
at foal point people weren't 
able to trust us to carryout our 
mandate." 

Commentary, page 27 


MOST students will leave uni¬ 
versity with debts of more 
than EI0.000 as a result of the 
Government’s announcement 
yesterday that il is to scrap 
maintenance grants and to 
introduce fees for foil-time 
university courses. 

David Blunketr. foe Educa¬ 
tion and Employment Secre¬ 
tary, said foe charges were 
necessary to provide more 
money for a university system 
that he described as being in 
crisis. But his announcement, 
overruling a key element of a 
review by Sir Ron Dearing 
published yesterday, pro¬ 
voked a furious reaction from 
Labour traditionalists. 

Lord Glenamara, a former 
Labour Education Secretary, 
said he was ashamed of foe 
proposals, which would act as 
a barrier to young working- 
class people. “I do not know 
whether I can remain in a 
party and support a Govern¬ 
ment prepared to do this to its 
own people," he added. 

Left-wing MPs accused 
ministers "of betraying foe 
poor and of destroying a 
system from which they had 
themselves benefited. Dennis 
Canavan. MP for Falkirk 
West said: “How can they 
even contemplate kicking 
away the ladder of opportuni¬ 
ty from so many students?” 

Students have promised to 
fight to preserve free tuition, 
but university vice-chancellors 
welcomed the move as foe 
only way to preserve the 
quality of higher education 
and to allow for expansion. 

Mr Biunkett told MPs foe 
Government was offering a 
new deal for higher education 


that would provide urgently 
needed funding while guaran¬ 
teeing access for poor stu¬ 
dents. “Our preferred solution 
secures equity, access, quality 
and accountability," he said. 

In The Times today Mr 
Biunkett says the Government 
will guarantee that the savings 
from abolishing grants are 
channeled into higher educa¬ 
tion. A White Paper in foe 
autumn will address Sir Ron’s 
recommendations to raise the 
standard of teaching. 

Stephen Dorrell. Shadow- 
Education and Employment 
Secretary, accused foe Gov¬ 
ernment of “picking the pack¬ 
ets" of low-income students 
and their families. 

Sir Ron, who recommends 
the retention of grants along¬ 
side annual fees of £1,000 to be 
paid by all students, refused to 
condemn foe derision. 

Details, analysis, pages 12,13 
David Biunkett, page 20 
Leading article, page 21 


Another Holocaust 
bank list on way 

FRom Peter Capella in geneva and Stephen Farrell 


ANOTHER list of about 
23,000 dormant prewar ac¬ 
counts is to be published by 
the Swiss Bankers’ Associ¬ 
ation in October, continuing 
what one Swiss newspaper 
yesterday dubbed "an historic 
striptease" to return the un¬ 
claimed assets of Holocaust 
victims. 

The list of 1,872 non-Swiss 
names, published in The 
Times and other newspapers 
worldwide yesterday, as well 
as on the Internet, is the 
product of the banks* own 
search. A hotline set up to 
handle inquiries was besieged 
yesterday by Holocaust survi¬ 
vors and claimants. 

Greville Janner, chairman 
of foe Holocaust Educational 
Trust which pressed the 
banks to release details, said: 
“The telephone has not 
stopped ringing for a second 
... it will create an appalling 
workload for foe banks." 

Among the Britons plan¬ 
ning to apply is Fiona Goetz, 
widow of Walter Goetz, foe 
Punch and Daily Express car¬ 
toonist and art collector, who 
died in 1995 aged 83. 

Among foe first list, nearly 
half of the account holders 


lived in France and Germany. 
Claimants have six months to 
come forward and are told to 
expect a response within six 
months. 

New foreign names uncov 
ered within the next months 
will be added to October’s list, 
which will mainly be com¬ 
posed of unclaimed deposits 
belonging to Swiss citizens. 
Bankers believe that some 
may have helped out friends 
or relatives unable to leave 
Nazi Germany and occupied 
Europe. “Although it could 

Continued on page 2, col 5 
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A cartoon for Punch in 
1953 by Walter Goetz 
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‘Get The champagne — 
Christophers been sem 
down from university” 


SAS Bosnia 
raid was 
called off 

By Michael Binyon 

DIPLOMATIC EDITOR 

THE two Bosnian war crimi¬ 
nal suspects that the SAS 
attempted to arrest on July 10 
had been warned that they 
were wanted by an earlier 
British-led operation to seize 
them which was aborted at foe 
last minute. 

The Times has I earn l that a 
snatch plan in March was 
cancelled because Nato and 
Britain's Conservative govern¬ 
ment did not want a shoot-out 
with armed Bosnian Serb 
bodyguards. Three days later 
John Major called a general 
election. 

The operation was thrown 
into doubt because the Bosni¬ 
an Serbs were able to intercept 
foe telephone conversation of 
international war crimes in¬ 
vestigators with the criminal 
tribunal in The Hague. 

Three days of delays in 
authorising the operation also 
meant that foe suspects knew 
that they were likely targets. 
They therefore had aimed 
guards around them, giving 
the British no chance to pick 
them up. 

Red-tape delay, page 15 
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Unionists 
reject plan 
for IRA 
weapons 

By Martin Fletcher, chief Ireland correspondent 


ULSTER Unionists -threw the 
peace process into disarray 
last night by voting down the 
Anglo-Irish plan for IRA dis¬ 
armament. London and Dub¬ 
lin immediately announced 
that full-scale peace negotia¬ 
tions to develop a new political 
settlement for Northern Ire¬ 
land would begin as sched¬ 
uled on September 15. “We 
will hold to that and will take 
all necessary steps to ensure it 
happens.” they said in a joint 
statement. 

Mo Mowlam, the Northern 
Ireland Secretary, and Ray 
Burke, the Irish Foreign Min¬ 
ister. will meet next Tuesday 
to disscuss ways to overcome 
the impasse over decommis¬ 
sioning. and will continue 
talking to all the parties. 

Dr Mowlam praised the 
Ulster Unionist Party for stay¬ 
ing in the talks even though it 
voted against the disarma¬ 
ment plan. “We want these 
negotiations to be as inclusive 
as possible.” she said. 

However, Dr Mowlam con¬ 
demned Ian Paisley’s Demo¬ 
cratic Unionist Party and 
Robert McCartney’s UK 
Unionist Party for their deci¬ 
sion to quit the peace process. 
That was. she said, no way to 
represent their electorates and 
they should stand and argue 
their case. 

The peace process now en¬ 
ters uncharted territory, with 
the two governments evidently 
hoping that the political cli- 



Mowlam: condemned 
Paisley’s stance 


mate will change over the next 
few weeks. They will swiftly 
establish an international 
body to oversee terrorist disar¬ 
mament The IRA ceasefire 
will have more time to take 
root UUP leaders plan to 
consult widely over the sum¬ 
mer and could find greater- 
than-expected support for 
negotiating wirh Sinn Fein. 

The Unionist parties voted 
down the disarmament plan 
because it contained no cast- 
iron guarantee that IRA disar¬ 
mament would occur during 
the peace negotiations. Dr 
Mowlam insisted the govern¬ 
ments were more serious than 
the Unionists about securing 
disarmament because the 
plan, which envisaged disar¬ 
mament taking place as trust 
developed, was the only realis¬ 
tic way of achieving iL 

One possible solution if the 
impasse cannot be broken by 
September 15 is that the gov¬ 
ernments will embark on 
“proximity talks", whereby 
they would act as intermediar¬ 
ies between the UUP and Sinn 
Fein. Ian Paisley, leader of the 
Democratic Unionist Party, 
announced his party was quit¬ 
ting the peace process after 
helping to defeat the govern¬ 
ments’ “blueprint for surren¬ 
der to the IRA” because there 
was “nothing in this process 
for the Union or its people”. 

David Trimble, the UUP 
leader, has bought time by 
promising to continue the 
search for a resolution, but his 
position is politically precari¬ 
ous. He does not want to 
appear an enemy of peace, but 
risks getting too far ahead of 
Unionist opinion. 

Mr Paisley last night de¬ 
manded the UUP follow his 
own party's example and 
abandon the peaoe process. 

Seamus Malian. deputy 
leader of the nationalist Social 
Democratic and Labour Par¬ 
ty. said the defeat of the 
governments’ plan was a ma¬ 
jor setback, but added: “All 
major setbacks can be folr 
lowed by major break¬ 
throughs if the will is there." 



William Hague makes his address. Spin doctors spoke of him “1001008 serious but with a smile playing around bis mouth and eyes” 

Big Chief Bald Eagle loses to the sheriff 


TOURISTS in the new towns 
of the American Midwest 
used to witness a touching 
sight: Red Indian chiefs, wan¬ 
dering the sidewalks in their 
feathers, unrevered in an 
alien world. Down on the 
Reservation they were mas¬ 
ters of all they surveyed. But 
here feathers drooped and 
bearing faltered. The contrast 
between scenes was poignant 

Journalists yesterday wit¬ 
nessed both. We saw Big 
Chief Bald Eagle, the young 
warrior recently annotated 
leader of the Tory tribe, down 
on the Reservation at Smith 
Square, spiritual homeland of 
his people. Here a tent filled 
with warriors and elders was 
held spellbound, the women¬ 
folk ululating, the senior 
members of the tribe growl¬ 
ing “ hyah-ya-ya-yahr in the 
traditional manner. 

And we saw him in the big 
new settlement of the Pale¬ 
faces. known as Fort Blair or 
“the Houses of Parliaments 
lands seized from his tribe, 
where his writ no longer runs. 
He tried to speak: be made a 
powerful case; but Sheriff 
Blair kicked dust in his face, 
the Palefaces laughed, and 
few of the journalists both¬ 
ered to write any of it down. 
His tribesmen, gathered be¬ 
hind. raised a plucky whoop, 
bat they were hopelessly out¬ 



P0LIT1CAL SKETCH 



numbered. At Central Office 
William Hague had made a 
substantial speech outlining 
his plans for a reorganisation 
of the Tribe. He argued these 
with intelligence and 
conviction. 

The spin doctors' press re¬ 
lease accompanying Hague’s 
new photo-portrait promises a 
man “looking serious but 
with a smile playing around 
his mouth and eyes”. Wonder¬ 


ing where else a smile might 
play, we heard some com- 
monsense delivered with 
humour in that pleasant but 
determined tone which is 
becoming his hallmark. 

Hague’s call for openness, 
intellectual freedom and a 
“welcome for diversity” strode 
notes unfamiliar in Tory wig¬ 
wams. but was well-received. 
With a diplomacy which did 
him credit, Mr Hague told his 


party they were nearly all 
mudi too rrid. Crutches 
banged against zunmer- 
frames in approval. 

Tories must start to listen, 
he said. He would. He would 
be listening all summer long. 
Members, too. must listen. 
Listen at work, listen at play, 
listen at home, listen on land 
and at sea, listen down the pit 
and in the leafy lanes. The 
rhetoric began to go rather to 
his head. The list of places 
where Tories must listen 
lengthened. A nightmare vi¬ 
sion grew of a Britain in 
which wherever we go we find 
Tories — in the hedgerow. 


Hague plans party shake-up 


Continued from page I 
have been rife for years. 
Before die election it was 
revealed that the party had 
received large donations from 
wealthy businessmen in Hong 
Kong, including one who gave 
£500.000, and in die past it 
was embroiled in controversy 
over accepting £440.000 from 
Asil Nadir, the the Cypriot 
businessman who fled Britain 
after his Folly Peck group 
failed .Mr Hague said die par¬ 
ty must be more open about its 
funds. “In not being so in the 
past we have often appeared 


secretive and defensive, and 
we have paid a political prioe 
for thaL" 

He announced the estab¬ 
lishment of a new internal 
disciplinary committee, with 
powers to suspend individ¬ 
uals, councillors or even MFs 
“or anyone else who through 
gross misconduct bring scorn 
on the whole of our party.” 

He said the rules would be 
drafted s6 as not to undermine 
the role of constituencies to 
select their own candidates “in 
all normal circumstances" but 
the aim is clearly to avoid a 


repeat of the sitution before 
die election where the national 
leadershiop wanted Neil 
Hamilton to stand down and 
his local party refused. 

Although some of the re¬ 
forms will be controversial 
locally, and there were signs of 
concern about deterring 
would-be donors, Mr Hague 
will get his way on his broad 
plans. He suggested the ballot 
next month would be an 
opportunity to “back me or 
sack-me" . % 

Leading artidc, page 21 


behind die soft-toiletries or 
under the bed — listening. 

After a standing ovation, 
the new party chairman 
thanked him. Lord Parkinson 
is looking quite rejuvenated 
now he is in charge. He 
moves his sflver-cofffed. head 
with the sort of jerky motion 
we used to observe in Thun- 
derbirds puppets, and looks 
rather like Parker the chauf¬ 
feur—young Hague his Lady 
Penelope. Both chiefs were 
cheered a second time. 

So it was sad to see Bald 
Eagle in the Commons cham¬ 
ber. Here h t wanted to know, 
why the Prime Minister had 
said last week that a Welsh 
Assembly would control the 
police, and this week that it 
would not Sheriff Blair speak 
with forked tongue, and four 
times foiled to answer 
Hague’s question — but no¬ 
body stoned to notice. 

- Then Barry Jones (Lab, 
Alyn & Deeside) asked for an 
assurance on the Future 
Large Aircraft, and received 
one on Airbus — but nobody 
seemed to notice. This Com¬ 
mons is becoming an Orwell¬ 
ian world in which answers 
do not relate to questions, but 
nobody says so, and everyone 
wonders whether be is mad,' 
or everyone else-, is. A smile- 
played abound Tony Blair's 
Iips.but not his eyes. - 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Railtrack 
attacked 
over cash 

Ra3 campaigner? .and crash 
victims are threatening to 
disrupt the formality of 
RafltradUs annual general 
meeting today by pleading for 
compensation running into 
millions. Passengers and oth¬ 
er . casualties who suffered 
physical, financial and psy¬ 
chological problems after acci¬ 
dents plan to descend on the 
London meeting to confront 
foe Railtrack board. 

Nearly 100 people were 
injured and two killed in three 
accidents within a year. 
Railtrack said foe process for 
claiming compensation was 
not the company? responsi¬ 
bility. and insisted it had no 
liability in accident? at Staf¬ 
ford and Watford. 

Blair tells rebels 
not to go public 

Tony Blair warned Labour 
backbenchers not to use the 
media if they disagreed with 
him on policy or party reform. 
His end-of-term address to 
stressed the importance 
of party discipline in wanning 
a second term. Differences of 
opinion must be expressed in 
a way “that does credit rather 
than harm to the party and in 
no way jeopardises our elec¬ 
toral prospects” 

Scots face‘loss 
of world news 9 

Television viewers in Scotland 
may be deprived of important 
international news stories if a 
“Tartan” News at Ten is given 
the go-ahead, the head of ITN 
wanned yesterday.. Richard 
Tail. ITN’s editor-in-chief, 
said there was a danger that 
much international coverage 
might have to be sacrificed to 
facilitate a Scottish version of 
Britain's most popular news 
programme. 

Fourth jail for 
Isle of Wight 

A fourth jail is planned for foe 
Isle of Wight as the Prison 
Service faces an inmate popu¬ 
lation estimated to rise from 
the current62.000 to 7QjXX) by 
next spring. The service yes¬ 
terday unveiled proposals to 
erect prefabricated wooden 
huts for 400 inmates on farm¬ 
land near Parkhurst jail near 
Newport. Eight separate 
Modes would each contain 52 
low-risk inmates. 


BT’s ISDN lines can f 
send a document 
to your customers’ 
computers iih 
seconds, 
so there’s 
no more 

broken promises. 

Why not change 
the wav we work? 
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Taxpayer faces 
bill in Danish 
bank fraud case 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


Rights for 
part-time 
workers 
endorsed 

From Charles Bremner 

IN BRUSSELS 

THE EU law giving up to six 
million British part-time 
workers the same rights to 
sick leave and paid holidays as 
their full-time colleagues was 
endorsed yesterday by the 
Brussels Commission. 

Hie draft directive, which 
will go to EU ministers for 
final approval in the autumn, 
is being enacted under the 
Social Chapter, foe frame¬ 
work for employment law that 
the Government agreed to join 
last month. 

Under a House of Lords 
ruling in 1994, British part- 
time workers are guaranteed 
the same rights over unfair 
dismissal and redundancy as 
full-timers, but an estimated 
60 per cent do not enjoy paid 
sick leave, holiday pay, occu¬ 
pational pensions, share op¬ 
tions and other benefits. One 
in three employees will be 
working part time by 2001, 
according to Government 
estimates. 

The TUC says that the cost 
will amount to 0.5 per amt of 
the total pay bill. 

A British official yesterday 
welcomed the new draft law 
but said that it would have a 
vety small impact in Britain 
where part-time workers al¬ 
ready had statutory rights. 


A MARATHON civil fraud 
case ended yesterday in a 
£90 million High Court vic¬ 
tory for a Danish bank and foe 
prospect of a multimillion 
pound bill for foe British 
taxpayer in legal aid costs. 

The question of who pays 
legal fees run up in the action 
brought by Jyske Bank, the 
fourth largest bank in Den¬ 
mark, against 32 corporate 
and individual defendants has 
yet to be dedded, and lawyers’ 
bills have not been assessed. 

Seven people were granted 
legal aid for their defence. 
Anyone bringing or defending 
legal proceedings in the Eng¬ 
lish courts can obtain legal aid 
provided that they meet crite¬ 
ria on income and assets and 
the “merits" test which looks 
at foe case itself. 

One defendant granted le¬ 
gal aid was Jan Henning 
Spjeldnaes, former managing 
director of the bank's Gibral¬ 
tar subsidiary, who was yes¬ 
terday found to have 
defrauded it of £56.23 million, 
of which £46 million remains 
unrecovered. When interest is 
added, his final liability to the 
bank is likely to be at least 
£90 million. 

Another was Michael Met¬ 
calf, an accessory to foe fraud, 
whose share of joint liability 


with Mr Spjeldnaes is expect¬ 
ed to run to £82 million when 
final judgment is given later 
this year. 

In a summary after an 87- 
day hearing spread over more 
than a year, Mr Justice Evans- 
Lorn be said that in a period of 
two years from February 1989 
Jyske Bank (Gibraltar) Ltd 
was procured to enter into 16 
transactions, all but one of 
which were loans to corporate 
borrowers in which Mr 
Spjeldnaes had a personal 
interest Most of the money 
was used for property develop¬ 
ment in Spain, the North of 
England and Eire, and trad¬ 
ing operations in Africa. 

One of Mr Spjeldnaes^ 
principal associates, Rolf 
Jacobsen, had not contested 
foe case. The remainder of foe 
hearing was concerned with 
whether the bank could estab¬ 
lish a case against Pablo 
Zoltan-Frank, another asso¬ 
ciate of Mr Spjeldnaes; Julia 
Gould, wife of Mr Metcalf, 
and Wolfgang Heinl, an Ire¬ 
land-based commercial agent 
alleged to have assisted in foe 
dispersal of the bank’s money. 
The judge found the allega¬ 
tions were made out against 
Mr Jacobsen (£5.1 million phis 
interest) and Mr Heinl 
(£45 minion plus interest). 


Blair breaks 
tradition 

Tony Blair is to defy a long¬ 
standing convention by cam¬ 
paigning in Uxbridge on 
Friday for the forthcoming by- 
election. Mr Blair will be foe 
first Prime Minister who has 
visited.a by-election campaign 
for more than 18 years. The 
unspoken understanding is 
that the Prime Minister would 
be more directly blamed if his 
or her candidate failed to win. 
The vote is on July 31. 

BSE cases fall by 
70% in two years 

The number of cattle dying of 
“mad cow” disease has fallen 
by 70 per cent over the past 
two years, reinforcing fore¬ 
casts that it wQl peter out 
around the turn of the century. 
In foe first six months of this 
year, there were 1,716 cases of 
BSE, 56 per cent fewer than in 
the same period of 1996 and 70- 
per cent down on the first half 
of 1995, Jack Cunningham, the 
Agriculture Minister, said. 

BT chocolates 
man loses case 

A BT executive who was 
accused of harassment after 
he gave a box of chocolates to a 
woman colleague lost his sex 
discrimination claim. Tony 
Manning, 37, ■ of Great 
Blakenham near Ipswich. Suf¬ 
folk. was transferred to 
another BT job. An industrial 
tribunal at Bury St Edmunds. 
Suffolk, ruled that BT had no 
case to answer and dismissed 
his case. 


Swiss bank chief tells of shame 


Continued from page 1 
be argued that these extraor¬ 
dinary measures should have 
been taken earlier, it’s impor¬ 
tant to keep in mind that no 
country has laws that oblige 
banks to actively search for 
the owners of dormant ac¬ 
counts.” said Georg Krayer. 
chairman of the Swiss Bank¬ 
ers’Association. 

He admitted, however, that 
he was ashamed when he saw 
that some of the names of 
groups or companies could 
easily have been traced. The 
listed accounts are worth 
SFr60.2 million (£245 mil¬ 
lion), 50 per cent more than 
pimtiousiy admitted. Most of 
this change was down to the 


Swiss Bank Corporation, 
which revised the value of 
unclaimed deposits in its 
vaults from SFrl L4 millio n 
(£4.6 million) to SFr27.4 mfl - 
lion (£11 milli on). 

Hie corporation said that it 
had discovered errors made 
when it introduced computer 
systems in foe 1970s. 

Government officials have 
been pushing for foe publica¬ 
tion of the lisfo for months but 
faced strong resistance from 
some bankers, who were anx¬ 
ious to guard their reputation 
for secrecy. 

Mrs Goetz discovered yes¬ 
terday that not only was 
“Goetz. Waiter, London GB" 
— her late husband — os the 


list but so were her late 
husband’s parents, Alfred and 
Berthe Goetz. 

.. She said: “My mother-in- 
law died only two or fores 
years after we married, and 
never mentioned a thing. This 
is something that should have 
been dealt with kmg ago, 
when it would have affected 
people very much more.” 

GrevtSe Janner raged the 
Swiss to speed foe process of 
checking daims. “Never in 
the history of banking has so. 
much been owed by so few to 
so many. It Is billions. The 
Swiss say It will fake a year. I 
do not accept that” 

The Internet address is 
http://wwYutormaniacanuitt.di 



Goetr his name 
appears on list 
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as attack will not 
ruin our trip, say Britons 


MAVAKUK LEVIS ON 


Christopher Wicker in jeriisalem 
fods teenagers determMexi to go on 


SHAKEN, : shocked ’and 
bloode d in the type of horrific 
terrorist inddeit ; to. Vyhich 

Israelis.' have became .all rfoo 

fi accustoned,-4I British Jewish 
teenagers vowed yesterd^f to 
continue their. month-long 
educational tourwhich began 
with a nithlei^ attach on the 
streets of Old Jaffa. V.- •; 

Graham Kogan.* 1 !£,' frchri 
the London subtirb. of- Red-: 
bridge ; described the sheer' 
terror as ihe gi*oupwa& picked 
as a target by an Israeli Arab: 
supporter of Hamas* wfto first . 
drove his red Mitsubishi 
straight at them atSOmph and 
then lashed out left and right 
at those knocked to the floor 
with a samurai sword and 
commando knife. 

“Fbr the’rest of my life I 
■ shall never forget the moment 
, that the attacker camestraight 
* towards us swinging the 
sword,' For some reason I do 
not understand, .something 
made be go towards him, bad 
luckily he was wrestled to the 
ground and I was not hujj,” 
said Graham, speaking at the . 
Tel Aviv, hostel where the 
British party .was visited by 
psychologists .organised by 
The Jewish Agency. . 

Ten of the British teenagers 
were lightly wounded in. the_ 
attack, but all the young men 
and women from London and 
Manchester will cany the 
emotional scars of the first 


:• night out in Israel of the 
“Federation of Zionist Youth 
Grwip Number 4"'whidi had 
lancfed • at •• Tel Aviyis Ben 
' Gorion. akporr only hours 
; before..'; 1 ; 

“The attacker was shouting 
in Arabic' but I . could not 
_ understand r what he.was say¬ 
ing. It was too frigbtenmg to 
•.-■think too- dearly,".Graham 
said: “All I know that anyone 
V&o would deliberately accd- 
erafe Jns; car- into a crowd of 
irinop^teCT has.to be- 
madto some degree." 

1 " like the^otoer members of 
toe group, which the Israeli 
authorities hope includes Brit¬ 
ish Jews waning to emigrate to 
Israel permanently, Graham 
Kogan, who has just complet¬ 
ed GCSEs, was able to speak 
to his parents at a special 
incident room established by 
the Jewish Agency. 

V Hliey were terrific They 
told me I could make up my 
own mind whether to - go 
ahead, 1 ’ he added. He said that 
in the immediate aftermath of 
toe attack, there were those 
anxious to go straight home, 
but the mood had changed by 
yesterday morning, when the 
whole forty left, for the Red 
Sea resort of Eilat by coach. 

- “I have learnt a great deal in 
the past 24 hours;. You read 
-that things like this can hap¬ 
pen in Israel, but it is just so 
different so terrifying, when 



Nader Abu Rabieh under guard in hospital yesterday 


you are in the middle of an 
attack where somebody seems 
out to kill you and all of those 
with you,” he said. 

Under police interrogation 
yesterday the attacker. Naza¬ 
reth-born Nader Abu Rabieh, 
aged in his early thirties, 
admitted that the car, sword 
and knife attack on the British 


group and some Canadians 
sitting in a nearby restaurant 
had been launched for “na¬ 
tionalistic reasons”. Abu 
Rabieh, reported to have con¬ 
nections with Hamas, said he 
had been angered by recent 
Jewish posters depicting the 
Prophet Muhammad as a 
pig.Western intelligence ex¬ 


perts expect the posters, 
drawn by a Jewish extremist 
from the former Soviet Union 
now undergoing physchiatric 
tests, could provoke many 
more random attacks like that 
in Old Jaffa. Both Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad have vowed 
revenge for toe posters which 
depict the prig stomping on the 
Koran arid in the Islamic 
world, there have been angry 
demonstrations as far afield as 
Iran and Bangladesh. 

Jonathan Landsman. - 21. 
from North wood in north 
London, the British organiser 
of the group, praised toe 
courage of the teenagers as the 
attacker flailed ms sword 
having shouted tie Muslim 
war cry Allah Akbar (God is 
Great) as he jumped from his 
wrecked car. He had just left 
toe Mahmoud iya mosque 
when the attack was launched 
just after 9pm. 

“The whole thing happened 
so quickly it was difficult for 
me to have any immediate 
thoughts beyond looking after 
my kids, especially those who 
were injured," Mr Landsman 
said. "The car just drove 
straight into them and many 
were left lying on the ground 
screaming. Then toe driver 
went on the attack with some 
sort oF sword that he was 
swinging about.” 

The attacker was last night 
in an Israeli hospital suffering 
from a ruptured spleen after 
being wrestled to toe ground 
by an off duty policeman and 
hit with a metal pipe try toe 
owner of nearby kiosk. 



Jennifer Martin, one of the British teenagers, in a Tel Aviv youth hostel yesterday 


Death-pact survivor ran 
keep her lover’s £50,000 

^ By JkANtES Gibb, legal correspondent 


A WOMAN who/survived a 
suicide pact made with her 
lover won a £50.000 payout 
from his estate yesterday; In 
toe first case'of its kind, the 
Court of Appeal ruled that 
Nanette Plant was more-de¬ 
serving of sympathy than 
punishment, although guilty 
of "criminal complicity"’ m. toe > 
suicide of Tony punbar. 

. "By'two to one. : Ae jiidges ; 
agreed to waive the normal 
rule that forbids criminals ; 
from benefiting from their-. 
own wn»£daing»,and upheld 
> Miss Plahtfs right to flic foil 
value of toecouple's former 
home and a payout under his 
life assurance, together. total-, 
ling about £50,000. . 

Mr Dunbar’s father John, of 
Sale, Cheshire, had said that' 
she should not have a penny 
as she had aided and abetted 
his son's suicide. Under toe 


Suicide Act 1961 suiride-is not 
a crime; but it is an offence to 
aid, abet, counsel or procur 
the suicide of another. 

Giving guidance, for future 
cases. Lord .Justice Phillips 
said toe survivor of a suicide, 
pact would "normalfy attract 
sympathy, rather than prose¬ 
cution" Miss. Plant and Mr 
Dunbar..fefl in.Jove ip 1987, 
and bought ahame in Preston, 
lanradtere. They got engaged 
at Christmas 1989, but in 
January 1991 Miss Plant fell 
under suspicion <sf false 
accounting in her job as 
administration controller at 
Blackpool's Savoy. HoteL 
Fearing she would soon be 
arrested, she told her lover 
■that she intended to take her 
own life. Mr Dunbar, 24, 
could not face life without her. 
The couple first tried to gas 
themselves in .their car before 


Boy saves father 
after adder bite 


By A Staff Reporter 

A SCHOOLBOY was pdused 
yesterday for saving his 
father’s life after he was bitten 
by an adder during a sailing 
holiday. Joe Palmer. 12, called.. 
the emergency services on ' a 
mobile-.'telephone after his 
father collapsed with breath¬ 
ing difficulties, and guided a 
lifeboat to their yacht 

A severe reaction to toe, 
snake poison made Ian Palm-- 
er’s throat begin to dose and. 
he lapsed in . and oat of 
consciousness. But thanks to 
his son's prompt cafi a lifeboat 
and rescue helicopter arrived 
within minutes,, and Mr. 
Palmer was flown to hospataL 

He was in intensive care ., 
yesterday- bat h£s condition 
was said to be - im prov i ng 
after treatment with venom, 
antidote: 

Mr PahneCi 34, and his son 
had noticed die adder asleep 
in. their path as they walked, 
beside toe Rrrer Crouch in 
Essex. Mr Palmer bent .to. 
move it and was bitten twice . 
on the finger and toumb, 
They returned to fhdr yacht 
and set sail to seek help in 
Bnmham. four mfles away. 


Adder summer hazard 

bat Mr Palmer quickly 
started to. vomit and to lose 
consciousness. 

Joe, from Charfton. south¬ 
east London, sawh “Dad imm¬ 
ediately sucked out the poison 
and spat it.away. His Bps and 
throat began io swell up and 
his hand was the size of a 
balloon. When we finally got 
to the boat he collapsed.” 

A Thames . coastguard 
spokesman said: “The boy 
-was. extremely sensible. and 
helped to save his father. He. 
stayed calm throughout and 
assisted- the lifeboat crew 
.when'they arrived. He knew 
he had to keep his fatoert 

airway open because his 

throat was do^ng quickly." 


deciding to hang themselves 
from the rafters in their attic. 

Miss Plants noose came 
loose and she survived. She 
said she tried to finish her life 
fay cutting her throat and 
wrists with aJatchen knife and 
jumping from a bedroom win¬ 
dow, but again survived. 

Miss Plant, who now lives 
in Bexhill, Sussex, was. later 
convicted of false accounting 
and, on May S1992, was given 
a nine-month suspended pris¬ 
on sentence. Lord Justice 
Phillips said that although she 
had been guilty of a criminal 
offence in toe suidde, her 
“degree of culpability" had 
been so low that strict enforce¬ 
ment of the terms of the 
Forfeiture Act would not be in 
the public interest In a pact 
“toe survivor wifi normally 
attract sympathy rather than 
prosecution”. 


Son fixated 
on models 
hit parents 

Bv A Staff Reporter 

A YOUTH aged 18 was so ob¬ 
sessed with toe models Clau¬ 
dia Schiffer and Eva Herze- 
gpva that he attacked his par¬ 
ents when they suggested his 
interest had got out of hand; 

' Philip Wright who changed 
his name to Herzegova- 
Schiffer, was given a 12-month 
suspended sentence fay magis¬ 
trates at Newquay, Cornwall, 
after he admitted causing 
actual bodily harm and crimi¬ 
nal damage. Grace Wright, 
his mother, was forced , to flee 
the family home m St Cdumb 
Minor, Cornwall, after her 
son began punching her when 
she got some questions about 
Miss Schiffer wrong. 

Wright later had an argu¬ 
ment with his father, Brian, 
when he announced he was 
changing his name by deed 
poll. He punched his father in 
the head. threw him on to a 
sofa and bit him on his ear. He 
thm threatened to kfll. him 
with a knife and kicked m the 
familys-videa 
Mr Wright slid after the 
case that hisron had learnt his . 
lesson and that he had bought 
his parents a “sony” card. 
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ETAKER was-told the 
was his oyster whoi he 
£ 10,000 holiday prize, 
rtead of flie Bahamas. 
it the Barrier -Re^. 

; . Isaacs ■ picked -thev 
nds. .Guea7isey ‘-and;; 


rrigju, as the British 
industry celebrated a 
o,JMr. Isaacs. 7L from 
4 yrin, NarMk, «dcfc "l 

« fo get into toe hassle 
ifogafopad." - 
pas given'E10J300 to 
anywhere in the world' 


. by Barclays Bank, after enter- 
mg a com pe tition when he 
look out a car loan. Winners 
mvariabfy dioose to go 
abroad. Mr Isaacs, whose wife 
-Kathleen is 80, has never been 
farther afield than France and 
. does not plan to change now. 

.“A holiday' is- ail .about 
relaxing," he said.. “We're 
going : on a coach tour .of the 
Hi^ilands because I can- see 
toe -sigjits^without driving, f 
like thc look of Guernsey. And 
-We've been, to.Bournemouth 
before and we've chosen there 


because I can go fishing, 
there's an.awful Ire of Britain 
I haven’t seen." . 

Bournemouth's public rda- 
tions officer. Liz Miride- 
thwaitc, said: "Sensible man. 
There is virtually everything 
in Bournemouth.” 

At the British- Tourist Au¬ 
thority, a spokesman praised 
Mr Isaacs* rqection of mree 
exotic destinations: “He will ‘ 
find eveiything here. We have 
got everything they have got, 
without the volcanoes and toe 
earthquakes." - 
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Have you read all the hype about 
pensions following the Office of Fair 
Trading’s report? Would you prefer some 
simple facts? 

After all. if you want to buy a pension 
now, you have to choose from what is 
available today - not what might be 
available in the future. Nor should you 
think that delay is an option. Remember 
that every five years you put off starting 
contributions could cut your pension in 
half. 

Good value and flexibility are available 
already - if you know where to look. 

As The Tunes’ City Editor, commenting on 
the Director General of Fair Trading’s 
approach in the report, wrote in the 
newspaper on 16th July 1997, “Now, when 
faced with high charges by pension 
providers, he reckons competition will sort 
this out. But there are nearly 200 life 
companies and if the market was so 
efficient even-one would have a pension 
with Equitable Life.” 

Of course, current plans, working practices 
and legislation don’t match the OFT’s 
ideal pension. Some pensions though, are 
more ideal than others. 

So, how does an Equitable pension 
measure up to the OFT recommendations? 

The table opposite gives ail nine features 
asked for by the OFT - in full and in their 
own words. By each is our response. 


1. Passive fund management 

Tracker funds offer better and cheaper financial 
performance... 

2. Svstemaric reduction of investment risk. 


5. An annuity purchased on the open market without 
penalty. 


4. An annuitv which is fuiiv index linked. 


5. Equal annuity rates tor men and women. 

(■». Expenses as a fixed proportion of fund value with 
no hidden element. 


i. A suitable structure to allow economies ot scale. 


S. An emidement for an employee, on becoming 
eligible to join an occupational scheme, to receive 
in lieu a contribution from the employer. 

9. Unbiased and objective recommendations on the 
level of contribution needed for consumers of 
different ages and with different levels of 
accumulated savings. 


After reading them take a look at some 
other advertisements and judge for 
yourself which company gives you 
straight talking. 

Perhaps that’s why independent surveys, 
using a rating method recommended by 
the OFT, placed The Equirable’s regular 
contribution plan at the top for both low 
charges and high performance.* 


We offer a tracker fund - and 15 other funds at the 
same price. 


I You have a choice of a range of funds to manage your 
| investment risk as you approach retirement, or you 
; can leave the investment management to us with our 
! market-leading with-profits fund. 


You can use your Equitable fund ro purchase an 
I annuity from the prorider of your choice: without 
| penalty. 

I ‘You can choose a fully index linked annuity with the 
! Equitable if you wish. 

i No - not generally available at present. 

I . 

! Yfes. If you have a pension plan for just one year, you 
! only get charged for one year. A new job is. therefore, 
i a new opportunity not a pension problem. . . 

Our mutual status means we do business at cost. 

There are no shareholders to take a slice of the profits. 
.And our no commission stance brings further savings. 

In fact The Equitable has the lowest ratio of expenses 
to premium income of all life companies in the UK.** 

i An Equitable personal pension can already- accommodate 
I voluntary contributions horn employers. Compulsory 
| contributions would require go\-emment legislation. 

j Just ask us and we'll give you the advice you need. 


rNPORMAIlON/ADVICE WILL ONLY BE GIVEN 
ON EQUITABLE GROUP PRODUCTS 

regulated bythe personal investment authority 

THE EQUITABLE LIFE, FREEPOST WAUON STREET; AYLESBURY 
- BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HP217BR 


To: The Equitable Life, FREEPOST, TOlton 
Street, Aylesbury, Bucks HP2I 7BR. 

I; would welcome details on The Equitable’s 
pension plans. 

. I am self employed □ 

I am an employee not in a company pension 
. scheme Q. 

. TMCW7A 

NAME (Mt/Mrs/Miss) _ ■' _ 

ADDRESS _ " ' .. : ■ 


Postcode 


Tek (Office) 
Tel; (Home) 
Date of Birth. 


And one final note. There have been changes 
and improvements to our pension over the 
years but fundamentally it is the same plan 
we introduced In 1956 - the first year they 
were allowed by law; Funny old world. 

If you would like some plain facts about our 
personal pension plan by post and by 
telephone call 0990 38 48 58. Alternatively 
complete and return the coupon. 


* The Independent October 1996 .. 

** Planned Savings October 1996- ■ 

TXfe guarantee that no company. outside. The 
Equitable and. its subsidiaries will receive these 
details. I£ however you would prefer to receive no 
further information from us. please tick this tv»v □ 


$ 


The Equitable Life . < 

You profit frornour principles i 
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TWO ^British : difebirs . fcjlr 
3.000 ft toilbgir deaths t gfifo '. 
posing. for photogrt,phs. on * 
ndgfe ^ on Jsdont. Blanc iritis* 
French Alps; Clare Kerapstec, 
3L apparenferlost her footing 
when she made a hinge for her 
rodcs^and. dragged''.hor' 
companion, Wark 'Haseler. 
39, from Wert'DuhJncb^saufe 
. London; into a Twine.-. • 

‘ A.' toird '-’dmiber‘ ; on" fee 
expedition had unrdped han- 
seif to take pie picttues on a. 
section of the motjntain called 
the Aiguille deBian&sseyi and 
ssa,w toein.ialL' - . ; 

R’ench poEqe$aIcl feat Mis^ 
Kempsfer’s rucksack shipped 
from the .-‘ ledge. : ’ Mare 
Dubrulfe; of the Chamonix' 
mountain pofrca, arid:' “TftRy 
reached a ridge; with Italy on. 
one side aiuf France ^>n the; 
other, where there is a very 
beautiful view,- and I'they aj> 

» patently derided ' to get' a 
1 photograph' of- ■ {hertudves 
with- the., view: in . -the? 
background.' 

“One of them ftdeasedTiim- 
self from the rope, and. the 
other two stepped back fof toe 
photo. At .this point,- .the- 
woman lost her mcksadu and ■ 
it started'sliding ‘ddwi/the^ 
slope. She tried to catch it and' 
feD, pullnig the other, cfenber,' 
who Was mil roped to h.ex-.; 

“It was a foolish action totry ■ 
to catch the rucksack , ip a 
position 'like that .The moun¬ 
tain is; dangerous, but that; 
spot is riot particularly perik-- 


to take photos on 
highriidge, report 

Susan BeU 


quiand one; Would think it is 
better to lose the. rucksack." 

• ;Tbe bodies of the victims 
wot -recovered by heticnpter 
. on the ~-Italian • side of fee- 
motmtain, lire alarm was 
raised fry the surviving dimb- 
. er and.art investigation begun 
by Kalian autiwritiesin Aosta. 
.The climbers Jtad.spent Mon¬ 
day night ixi a hut just above 
.10,000it They set off at first 
-tightonlbesdaytothe summ¬ 
it erf the 15,771 ft peak. The 
. accident happened at 7am. 

Mr Haseter lived for climb¬ 
ing, his iafinily said yesterday. 
“It was- his abiding passion,” 
his brother. Tony, 51, of Croy¬ 
don, south London, said. “I 
would describe him as a keen, 
amateur Vtrirt -he was very 
cautious'7ahd did not take 
risks. " ..... 

" Mr Hasieler. a former pupil 
of John Ruritin Sch ool, Croy¬ 
don. worked at St George’s 
Hospital, Tooting.-' smith 
London, as a computer pro¬ 
grammer. His parents, Ernest 
;dnd Marjorie, wore malting 


libel case: | Teenagers 
damages in firework 
for Earl arson prank 
Spencer are detained 

EARL SPENCER, accepted TWO teenagers who pushed a 
substantial /.undisclosed fifed . lighted: firework. through a 
damages yesterday over news- letterbox, causing a fire that 
paper- allegations about .his k£Ucd.atcoyearHjJd boy, were 
attemptstoeurbffiebehavTmir -sentenced' 'to, three, years’ 
a^ Spthh .African, photo-, .yppto custody yestenfey. 
apher. - r ' . The death of Dale MltdieO 

Ihe Barf. brother of. Diana ' prompted a petition signed by 
incess ofWaleS, now lives in thousands of people demand- 
uth Africa along, with his mg tighter restrictions, on the 
tranged jwfe, Vtooria, arid' safe of fireworkvwhich was 
ar children. He was not-at. delivered - to ' ; 10 Downing 
e High'Court far the Settie- Street earlier this year. " 
mt m his actions’, against ’• Jonathan Whitbrook, IS, 
le :• Guardian-, and:’the . and Christopher Smith, 17, 
Iridcm Evening Standard, both ofNottingham, admitted 
is sdidtor, .Sjmon Ekfes, , reckless arson. Mr Justice 
Id Mr Justice PpppleweB . ' Smedlty ordered at Leicester 
at die jrfxjto^apHer^ Fame - Crown Court that a charge of 
son,, had .embarked on a -manslaughter fie on file 
erastentandrelentless earth - The. fee at the Mitchells' 
ign af infimidatipn" direct-, three-floor family home last 
at the whole family. October was started after 

Deborah Ash/mhrrrst, rep- Smith held a firework display 
anting. Associated Newspa- for younger members of his 
rs and Guardian News-; own family. He ; and 
perS, urireserwdly accejrted . Whltbrook were walking to a 
at there was no truth wbit-, ; local shop when 'Whitbrook 
ever in tbedefamatory im- put a rocket munis its stick 
Nations ' published and. into the letterbox and lit it 
icerdy apologised for. fee The pair then ran off, but a 
ibanassment and- distress ' fierce fire developed and 
used: . Dale’S .'mrnher was unable to 

They had agreed to pay.' -reach him. 
rd - Spencer ' substantial Whitbrook had told police: 
mages and his legal ifests. “li was just a.prank." 


Princess ofWaleS, now lives in. 
South Africa atoog. with his 
estranged jwfc, .Vtooria, arid' 
Four children- .JJe was nofcat; 
the High'Court far fee Sefee- 
ment of^^ his actions’, against 
The -. Guardian-, and :.: - fee 
landtm- Evening Standard; 
His solicitor, .Spndn Ekfiis, , 
told Mr Justice PpppleweB . 

that the pbotograpHavFame 

Jason,, had embarked ori a' 
“persistent Mid relendess cairir 
paign af inlimidafion" direct-’ 
ed at the whbfe family. ■ •«-' 
Deborah- Ashenhrrret, repr 
resenting. Associated Newspa¬ 
pers ana Guardian News-;, 
papers, uhrmervedly accept^. 
that there was no truth what-:, 
soeveir in toe defamatory im- 
’putations ' puBlisfeed and. 
sincerely apologised for. fee 
' embarrassment and distress 
caused: . '. / . . ' 

= They had agreed to E^y 
Lord Spencer ' substantial 
damages and his legal costs. : ; 
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arrangements for his body to 
Be flown home. 

The. expedition had been 
organised by a dub, in Ealing, 
"west 7 London, called Rock- 
hoppers. Eileen O’Sullivan, a 
friend erf Miss Kempster. said 
she was one of the best 
dimbers in the dub. “Most of 
the men- looked up to her 
because she was so. good." 

The ascent of Mont Blanc is 
rated easy and is made by up 
to 100 climbers a day -in 
summer. A spokesman for the 
British Mountaineering 
Council said: ^Technically ir is 
a higfraltitudewalk. It woiild 
be suitable for: a beginner 
dimbing with someone with 
some Alpine experience. 

. “But if someone falls unex¬ 
pectedly there is often not a lot 
you can do even if you are 
roped together." 

On average, one climber a 
wed; dies in the French Alps. 
This year there have been 
fewer fatalities than usual 
because bad weather has kept 
many people off the mountain. 







Widow of man killed on 
Mont Blanc tackles Andes 
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Mark Haseler. who died with Clare Kempster 


A WOMAN who survived a 
dim bin g accident that killed 
her husband is la tackle two of 
the world’s most awesome 
mountains. Pamela Caswell, 
43, survived 36 hours in a 
freezing ravine on Mont 
Blanc in 1994. after a 200ft fall 
in which her husband. Ste¬ 
phen, died. 

She and her son Simon. 16. 
had used Mr Caswell’s jacket 
to keep warm as they lay next 
to his body, waiting for an 
Italian rescue team. Mrs 
Caswell was six weeks preg¬ 
nant with another son, now 
aged two. While she is away 
in the Andes, relations will 
look after Stephen, named 
after his father, a geology 
professor. 

Mrs Caswell, a Plymouth 
teacher, will leave Britain 
tomorrow as the only woman 
on an eight-strong expedition. 
They plan to climb in toe 
Cordillera Central range and 
hope to become the first 
British team to conquer one of 
the peaks that reaches 5,897 
metres and the second to scale 
another peak of5,730 metre. 

Only one British expedition 
has been to the area, in 1958. 
and much of the range is 
unclimbed and unexplored. 
Mrs Caswell and the other 
climbers are seeking sponsor- 
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Pamela Caswell, whose husband Stephen died 


ship for the expedition, which 
is costing £1,600 each. 

She said: “1 never thought 
of giving up dimbing after the 
accident. If you go on trips 
like that, you have to put up 
with the risk of things hap¬ 
pening. You would be very- 
naive not to think of them. 

"1 have carried on dimbing 
right the way through since 
the accident, but 1 have been a 
link- limited by having a two- 
year-old child. Everyone who 
dimbs has fears. It is healthy 
to be afraid. You cannot go 
into an expedition being com¬ 
pletely blase, but it is like 
everything — you don't do it 
unless you want to. 

“My husband would haw 


wanted me to cany on, just as 
I would have expected him 
not to give up if it had been 
the other way round. 

"1 am looking forward to 
this expedition. We have 
received grants from the Brit¬ 
ish Mountaineering Council 
and the Mount Everest Foun¬ 
dation. but we are still looking 
for sponsorship. 

"It is the second time 1 have 
been to the Andes, but this 
time we are going to an area 
which has been visited only 
once by the British. There are 
a lot of undimbed peaks of 
between 4,000 and 6,000 me¬ 
tres. and what we are doing is 
exploration as well as 
mountaineering.” 








TO VIEW THE 

ALFA 145 TWIN SPARK SEE YOUR 
NEAREST OUTSIDE LANE. 


The car t-hat ho> overtaken a!) in its 
clan k undoubtedly the Alfa 145 Twin 
Spork. Described cs the most distinctive 
3-door hatchback to be viewed on the 
road today, with its range of unique 
16V Twin Spark engines -1.6, 1.3 and 
2.0 litre;, it is more powerful and more 
efficient than ever. 

With 4 valves per cylinder and 
variable valve timing you'll benefit fro 
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only by its safety. It fectures ABS is just £13,845.43 for the 1.6 10Y end 


improved driving fluidity in town along with all round disc brakes that arc with Prcfcrcnza, Alfa Romeo’s personal want to pass you by. 


Internet: l-.t tp 


v.alfcrosneo.co.uk 


contract plan, you can drivo this car 
away for only £199 per month" - plus 
deposit and final payment. When the 
agreement period finishes either return 
the car, or make the final payment" 

If you don't want to be left behind 
arrange a test drive. Simply qa|| 

0800 718000 for your nearest 

dealer. This, after all, is 3-YEAR 

not a car thot you would mm AlFAtflRE 
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The DPP has admitted making errors and is to review the case, Richard Ford reports 


TWO policemen could be 
charged with manslaughter 
after the Director of Public 
Prosecutions admitted yester¬ 
day that there had been an er¬ 
ror of law in reaching her orig¬ 
inal view not ro charge them. 

Dame Barbara Mills. QC. 
also accepted that a parhulo- 
sisfs evidence available at the 
lime of the original decision 
could not support the view 
that Shiji Lapites death was 
caused by an accident. 

Mr Lapin* died after a 
\iolcni struggle with officers 
outside a club in Stoke New¬ 
ington. north London, in De¬ 
cember |W»4 

The decision nor to pruse- 
cuie Police Constables Ptiul 
Wright and Andrew Me- 
Callum was taken In Robert 
Mundos, a principal Crown 
prosecutor, and was approved 
by senior officials, including 
Dame Earbara. 

The concession by Dame 
Barbara came as Oiamidc 
Jones, the u, jdmv of VI r La pile, 
starred an unprecedented 
court challenge to the DPP's 
decision not tn charge the 
officers over his dead). 

The Police Complaints Au¬ 
thority also accepted at tlte 
outset of High Court proceed¬ 
ings iltaf its decision not to 


/m 







Shiji Lapite. who died, PC Peter Wright, centre, and PC Andrew McCailum 


bring disciplinary charges 
against Constables Wright 
and McCailum was “flawed 
and should be quashed", and 
that there should be another 
inquiry. 

Ms Jones, of Southwark, 
south London, said in a state¬ 
ment: "I am pleased with the 
decision but the fight is not 
over. I hope the police authori¬ 
ties will not continue tn protect 
those responsible for my hus¬ 
band's death ami that the CPS 
will take rhis opportunity to 
prosecute the officers involved.” 

Mr La pi re. a painter and 
decorator, died aged 34 from 
aspyhxia and cucaine intoxica¬ 
tion after being pur in a neck 


hold as he was leaving the 
dub. He was pinned down by 
the officers and his larynx was 
partially crushed. He had up 
to 45 injuries on his body 
while the officers were almost 
unscathed. 

At the inquest Constable 
Wright admitted applying the 
neck hold and Constable 
McCailum admitted kicking 
Mr Lapite twice. They said 
that the dead man had tried ro 
strangle Constable Wright. 

.tn inquest jury found that 
Mr Lapite had heen unlawful¬ 
ly killed but the CPS decided 
against bringing charges of 
manslaughter and the Police 
Complaints Authority, after 


hearing representations from 
Scotland Yard, did not bring 
disciplinary charges. 

Ben Emmerson. counsel for 
Ms Jones, told the High Court 
that Mr Lapite died as a result 
of “injuries inflicted by PC 
Wright and PC McCailum 
while in police custody". 

Ms Jones launched an ap¬ 
plication for judicial review of 
the derision not to prosecute 
the officers for manslaughter. 
She believed that the DPP had 
made a fundamental error of 
law by applying the wrong 
elements of the offence of 
unlawful act of manslaughter: 
based the derision on an 
analysts of the cause of death 


that was unreasonable and 
untenable on post-mortem evi¬ 
dence: that the evidence of 
excessive and unlawful force 
was overwhelming and that it 
was irrational to conclude 
otherwise: and that the DPF 
was under a legal obligation to 
give reasons for her decision. 

Mr Emmerson said that in a 
recent letter Dame Barbara 
had agreed to quash her 
decision because it relied 
“upon the acceptance of a 
possibility that the constric¬ 
tion on Mr Lapite’s neck that 
led to his death may have been 
caused unintentionally by PC 
Wright's arm having become 
accidentally entangled in Mr 
Lapite's clothing, forming a 
ligature". He said Dame Bar¬ 
bara had been sent a. report 
from the coroner's pathologist 
which described that theory as 
“unreasonable and untenable 
on the post-mortem 
evidence”. 

Mr Emmerson told Lord 
Justice Rose, sitting with Mr 
Justice Jowitt said that the di¬ 
rector also accepted that an er¬ 
ror of law was made when de¬ 
ciding whether there should 
have been a charge of man¬ 
slaughter as a result of an 
unlawful act. The hearing 
continues. 
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Olamide Jones, widow of Shiji Lapite, yesterday 


Irishman 
‘killed 
bogus job 
racketeer’ 

From Andrew Drummond 

IN BANGKOK 

AN IRISHMAN will appear 
before a court in Thailand 
today charged with murder. 
Colin Martin. 36. is said to 
have taken revenge after 
claiming he was duped into 
becoming an. agent for a 
syndicate- that took money 
from redundant British ship¬ 
yard workers for Far East jobs 
that did not exist 
Mr Martin, who lives in 
Thailand, is alleged to have" 
kidnapped the 'man he blamed 
for die scheme and stabbed to 
death another in trying to 
recover £200,000 lost by Brir- 
ish workers. : 

He was arrested by Thai 
police at the Bangkok home of 
Gerry O’Connor, from New 
Zealand, who was said to Save, 
been held at knifepoint. The 
body of Bret Holdsworth, a, 
New Zealand ship's captain; 1 
was found on a roadside near 
the beach resort of Pattaya. 

Mr Martin is alleged to 
have gone berserk after track¬ 
ing down the corunen who. he 
said, had tricked,dozens of 
shipyard workers from 
Clydeside. Barrow-on-Fur- 
ness, Tyneside. Teesside, Mer¬ 
seyside, and Belfast out of 
their life savings on a promise 
of lucrative work on the Pacific 
island of Guam. 


Children 
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An man obsessed with his ex- 
airifriend was jailed for life at 
Bristol Crown Court for the 
murder of Barbara Wallace, 
33. who had ended their two- 
month romance. Errol Gra¬ 
ham. 24, of Horfield Bristol 
was identified by his victim's 
children. Brady, eight, and 
Sadia, ten. who heard their 

mother’s screams. 

Brady had run to his moth¬ 
er's aid striking Graham with 
a metal bar from a table 
football game, but the man 
pushed past him. As Ms 
Wallace lav with a stab 
wound to the heart, the child¬ 
ren raised the alarm by dial¬ 
ling 999 from a call box. 

Al Fayed loses 

Mohamed Al Fayed the 
chairman of Harrods. has lost 
his attempt to sue Emanouel 
NaghL an antiques dealer, 
who he alleged had sold him 
forged candelabra in 19S6 and 
.1987. The Court of Appeal 
ruled that he had taken too 
long to bring the action. 

Mother returns 

A baby boy who was left in a 
telephone box in January at 
Tameside near Manchester, 
when he was five days old 
was reunited with his young 
mother yesterday. She had 
written to social workers say¬ 
ing she wished that she had 
never let him go. 

Obscenity charge 

David Kirkland 42. an acc¬ 
ountant at the University of 
Manchester Institute for Sci¬ 
ence and Technology, was 
charged with making obscene 
telephone calls to boys be¬ 
tween April and June. He was 
remanded on bail by 
Manchester magistrates. 

Sailor’s £800 kiss 

Royal Navy Warrant Officer 
Peter Horrodcs, 48. was 
cleared of five sexual harass¬ 
ment charges by a court 
martial in Portsmouth but 
fined £800 and given a severe 
reprimand for kissing a Wren 
on die neck in “wholly unac¬ 
ceptable behaviour’’. 

Alcopops ban 

A new pub has been granted a 
licence that incorporates a 
ban on alcopops. Judge Rich¬ 
ard Haworth imposed the 
condition at Kingston Crown 
Court after an appeal against 
magistrates' refusal to license 
The Hogshead at Kingston 
upon Thames. 

Mail logic 

The Green Dragon pub in 
Lovedean. Hampshire, got a 
letter through its letterbox 
from die Royal MaiL saying 
mail could notbe put through 
the letterbox because a parked 
trailer made it hard to reach. 
The postman had squeezed in 
a lOin gap and bent sideways. 
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A 5 minute weekend call to Malaysia now costs £3.48, to South Africa £3.38 and only £2.64 to 
Hong Kong and Singapore. You could save a further 25% with RTs Friends & Family and PremierUne discounts. 

For information on BT ? s discounts call 24 hour Freefone 0800 003 800. 


The cost of calling keeps on falling 


i 


siuCss. 5T public payphone and 3T Chargecard 1 calls. Friends fl Family is net available ivif the Light User scheme, PremierLine subscription ts £6 per quarter 

Friends and Family discount is available on one international number. 


SUMMER 



a\ July 



> U f music is one of the \\oifrri great 
pleasures. Ana Chappell's July Sale is the 
pateo. opportunity to treat yourselves ana 
bUve n ’ Q h'';y or, any of our huge selection of 
the. world's finest instruments. 

Choppers have e»C- savings on Yamaha 
Clwinovab, keyboards and pianos, brass 
onci woodwind. There are great offers on 
Altars by Gibson. Fender, epiphora. 
y*maha and other leading makers. Pius 
fantastic offers on synths. pro audio, multi- 
ii'.ndio, home recording and Software. 

rc _ offr ' nn * up to 5 0 ; Q ff a great 
selection of idles from cur massive ranee 
of sheet music. 

Visit our Showroom at 50 New Bond Street 
London or call us FREE on 05OQ Q04-97F, 



;,ls0 i!{ r,Wt0 ‘ Kcynurj Showing Centre on 0500 003905 
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Parents and friend critidse university care, reports Kathryn Knight 


AN OXFORD student wfio 
hanged herself just weeks 
before her finals had already 
attempted: suicide twice' dur ; 
ingfeer rime at the' university, 
an inquest was told yesterday. 

Sarah NapukV parents; re-; 
fused_ to attend the/hearing, - 
and instead issued an open 
letter warning other families 

hot to send. feir.Tyulnerabfe. 

and sensitive young children" 
to the “'unsafe” environment of 
Oxford University. ■ 

Miss’Napuk, 21, a history 
student, was expected to get a -- 
first and had secured a Ken-' 
nedy Fellowship at Harvard. 
She had suffered from.depres¬ 
sion since the .sixth form, and 
was taking medication when 
she went to college in 1994. . 

She received counselling 
from the university over her 
problems with the academic 
workload. Three weeks after 
her second attempt to;take her 
own life with an overdose, she 
was found hanging from the 
wardrobe in her room at Indy 
Margaret HalL . ' . 

A fellow student. Rebecca / 
Tuck, told the Oxford inquest 
that she was encouraging 
Miss Napuk to ask to see. a 
different counsellor. She said 
the woman she was seeing 
was advising her to leave the 
uiiiversity and telling her she 
could not cope. Miss Napuk 
“saw herself as having writert • 



Sarah Napuk. left, and her friend Rebecca Tuck, 
who criticised counselling at Oxford University 


block and was unable-to 
produce essays, and that cul¬ 
minated in,- her taking an 
overdose of seven, or eight 
paracoaraol in June 1995. / 

'This year she seemed to be 
having more problems. She 
realised she was going to have 
to stan doing a lot more 
academic work and realised 
what gaps she had, particular¬ 
ly from her second year." 

At the end of March. Miss 
Napuk took an overdose of 20 
paracetamol After hospital 
treatment, she went home to 
see her family in Edinburgh. 
"When she came back,’ she 
seemed a little bit better. She 
had drawn up a work sched¬ 
ule but she was having trouble 
doing any work at all” Miss 


Tuck said. "She explained she 
was having problems with her 
fiance, who was having panic 
attacks. On top of the work, 
she was unable to cope with 
this." 

The vire-prinripal of Lady 
Margaret Hah. Frances 
Lannon. said that Miss 
Napuk found h difficult to 
strike a balance between her 
work and her outside inter¬ 
ests. Dr Lannon, Miss 
Napuk’s moral tutor, said: 
“Tutors commented on her 
very obvious ability, but con¬ 
sistently reported she was not 
working steadily enough. She 
was vay much involved in the 
organisation of student life, 
often in ways helpful to other 
students, bur J was anxious 


Judge sends warning that working mothers have right 
* to”expect exemplary childcare, reports Paul Wilkinson 


A CHIUDMTNDER who killed 
a four-month-old girl after a. 
momentary loss of patience, 
was yesterday- jailed. for.;five 
years for marKlaiigfrter.,. • Z 

A judge accepfedlfcat Ange-.. 
la Lee, 46, whp has two 
children, had an impeccable 
seven-year ... record . as .a 
childminder before the death; 
of Danielle iFIrth. But he said 
that mothers .who went to 
work had a right to expect ^that 
“tender little lives" would be. 

protected-; '' 

Lee was acquitted o£ : mur¬ 
dering Danielle in rehniaiy 
last year but convicted df 
manslaughter by a juiy at 
Leeds Crown Court The ver¬ 
dict. satisfied Daniellev/par- 
ehts, Barrie and Kira Firth. 
“We did not beBeve it was : 
murder, die jiist snapped," 
Mr Firth sakL - . •: ,; 

Pdke said that the parents 
had taken every possible care 
in selecting the childminder, 
who was registered with. 
Kirklees council and had an 
exemplary record. But Dani¬ 
elle died just ten days after her 
first visit to Lee's borne in 
Den by Dale, West" Yorkshire. 
The baby -had-, five-'"head 
injuries, thought to have been 
caused by being shaken, 
thrown against a hard surface 
and prodded or smacked. 

Judge Brian Walsh, QC,' 



Lefgavethree different 
•. '. accounts of injuries 

fold Lee: “It is ihe practice of 
many women to return, to 
work when their children are 
stiU little. In order that they 
can do this, people like you 
qualify as childminders and 
mothers pay you to care and 
look after their children, 
"Whether babies are occa¬ 
sionally fractious or awkward, 
whether they take their bottles 
or not, they are taider little 
lives. They are entitled to be 
treated carefully by those who 
care for them. For some rea¬ 
son. and I accept for a very 
short time, you lost your 
patience and self-control, 
probably while you were-try¬ 
ing to fed her, and in frustra¬ 
tion you shook her slapped her 


and dropped her." Lee. whose 
children were aged 12 and 4 at 
the. time of the baby’s death, 
gave three accounts of how the 
injuries occurred. 

First she told police that the 
baby had fallen from its car 
seat on to a toy castle, then that 
she had fallen from her Lap as 
she fed her. hi court Lee 
admitted that she had lied 
because she feared her regis¬ 
tration would be withdrawn, 
and said that the baby had 
slipped from her grasp as she 
stood up to find a' tissue. The 
girl was dead when paramed¬ 
ics arrived. 

After the verdict Mr and 
Mrs Firth called for tighter 
controls on childminders, in¬ 
cluding spot checks on their 
homes. “You cannot just sit 
back and accept that every¬ 
thing is working smoothly," 
said Mr Firth, of Barnolds- 
wick, Lancashire. The couple 
now have a seven-month-old 
son. 

Anne Marie Graham, head 
of Kirklees Early Years Ser¬ 
vice, said: “Kirklees has very 
comprehensive policies cover¬ 
ing the registration and train¬ 
ing of childminders, over and 
above national guidelines. But 
however thorough guidelines 
may be, it is clearly impossible 
to legislate for a one-off tragic 
indderit." 




Barrie and" Peira Firth, outside court, calling for spot checks on childminders 


BT engineers 


this was took too much of her 
time." 

Dr McShane. a psychiatrisi 
at Oxford's Churchill Hospiral 
who attended Miss Napuk 
after her second overdose, said 
she had a history of mocxl 
swings but had been particu¬ 
larly stressed about her work¬ 
load. After Miss Napuk 
hanged herself on April IB, a 
work schedule drawn up was 
found on her desk nearby. 

Recording a verdict of sui¬ 
cide, the coroner Nicholas 
Gardiner passed his condo¬ 
lences to Miss Napuk's par¬ 
ents Kerry, 56. American 
businessman, and Angela In 
their letter, the Napuks were 
critical of the counselling 
structure at Oxford and 
claimed to have found flaws in 
a new system that was said to 
have strengthened the safety 
net for students. 

After the hearing. Miss 
Tuck, who has just completed 
her final exams in law', said 
Miss Napuk had been let 
down by the system and not by 
her own personality. 

However, the Reverend Pro¬ 
fessor Ernest Nicholson, 
chairman of the university’s 
student health committee, 
said: “I have to say with great 
sadness that even with many 
more counsellors, we could 
not necessarily have prevented 
this tragedy." 


Cut costs 
by keeping 
the elderly 
busy, says 
think-tank 

By Ian Murray 

MEDICAL CORRESPONDENT 

CARE for the elderly is in 
disarray, with old people 
caught in a game of "pass the 
parcel" between health and 
social services, according to 
the independent think-tank 
Demos. One solution to the 
problem of funding services 
for the aged, it suggests, is to 
encourage them to fake up 
voluntary work. 

This would not only keep 
them active but provide man¬ 
power to keep services run¬ 
ning. says a report by Demos. 
Its chief criticisms are that 
inefficient financing makes 
poor use of paid care staff, 
services are unresponsive and 
designed for the convenience 
of the providers and profes¬ 
sionals rather than those who 
need, them, and that the sys¬ 
tem works only because fam¬ 
ilies make huge contributions. 

Calling for a seamless sys¬ 
tem of support for the elderly, 
based on their needs and 
preferences, the report says 
that policies from transport to 
planning need to be audited to 
ensure they promote inde¬ 
pendence. 

Educational programmes to 
keep older people’s minds 
active are needed alongside 
integrated chiropody, physio¬ 
therapy and occupational 
therapy programmes to look 
after their physical disorders. 
A single budget bridging 
health and community care is 
described as essential. 

Demos also suggests setting 
up energy conservation pro¬ 
grammes to keep homes 
warn) and in good repair, 
cutting the incidence of illness 
caused by cold and damp. 

Overall there should be a 
robust social network for the 
elderly. The generation now- 
growing old may prefer vid- 
eos-on-wheels to meals-on- 
wheels, while the Internet 
could be used to develop and 
to maintain community , 
relationships. 

“Without radical reform, 
ageing for Britons in the 21st 
century will be a wretched 
business," the report says. 
The growing numbers of 
elderly people will not tolerate 
that for long." 

□ Holding back the years 
(Demos. 9 Bridewell Place, 
London EC4V 6AP. £7.95) 


TWO BT computer experts who beat 3& 
T allinn taflers to wmtideets casting £10 
for Concorde flights are to take tfaeir 
employer toan industrial tribunal after., 
being dismissed for allegedly abusing - 
(heir technical knowledge. • ; 

Nevffle Secular and Dean .Peny. who 
worked in the same office; were sacked 
after BT admitted, sea^ pro«d»tres 
roerr breached during a’British Airways 
Vatentine’sDayoffer* .... -_r.; 

' Mr Secular. 25, from Orpington. Kent. 

i and MrPeny, from JBssnt were* 

• foe first WO vyrnning- callers to a hbflme 

• number onFitomary 12. Both werecon- 

jBT*s Da& BmM division m limdon. 
tuftidi -denis"with digifak.switches .and - ■; 
soflfofoa*.%at. runs the; tdejtoooe/nrt- 


By Stephen Farrell and Glen Owen 

work The/pair claimed to have dialled 
the0345 Kodinein the normal way, using 
! the speaking dock and redial buttons on 
their handsets to synchronise their calls 
. when the lines opened at exactly 10pm. 

/ But telecom experts claimed they coaid 
have had access to specialised knowledge 
.enabling them to bypass “call-gapping* 
mechanisms that filter out many calls at 
. an early stage to avoid overloading foe 
network Richard Cox. an independent 
consultant, said: “Data Build are proba- 
Uy tbe group of people who know most 
about how the system works.” 

At first BT insisted the offer was a 
■_ genuine lottery for all those taking part. 
HOweiw, the pair failed to take their 
Concordeseats on February 14and .were 
■ .later dismissed alter an internal inquiry. 


A BT spokeswoman said yesterday: “We 
had a foil investigation and individuals 
who abused their position were dis¬ 
missed. BT has now ensured that in any 
future promotions there are processes to 
prevent the repetition of any abuses that 
occurred on this occasion.” 

The offer was one of the most 
oversubscribed ever, with 20 million calls 
between 9.50pm and 10.15pm for the 
£5.400 return trip tickets. The airline said 
last night that it was satisfied with the 
inquiry. BT is to pay about £20,000 to 
five charities nominated by BA, includ¬ 
ing Unicef and schools and orphanages 
in Ghana and Bangladesh. 

The unfair dismissal claims have been 
lodged.at Stratford industrial tribunal, 
east London. No date has been set 
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ON NO ACCOUNT 
ACCEPT 
LOW INTEREST 
WHEN YOUR 
BANK ACCOUNT’S 
IN CREDIT. 


A 


Caution: Many bank accounts give you little, if any, interest 
when you’re in credit. But not the Abbey National Bank Account. 

At Abbey National we currently offer one of the highest credit 
interest rates on the high street, and, if you pay in £500 or more each 
month, we’ll give you a bonus which doubles the rate of interest. In 
fact, as you can see from the table below, with an Abbey National 
Bank Account you could be receiving up to 14 times more interest, 
compared to another bank we could mention. 


Balance 

Interest Rate Gross p.a. 

£1,000 £25,000+ 

Abbey National 

1.60% 

3.50% 

Barclays 

0.30% 

0.30% 

Lloyds 

0.30% 

0.50% 

Halifax 

0.50% 

1.00% 

Nat West 

0.25% 

0.25% 

Midland 

0.25% 

0.25% 


Source:The Research Department Ltd. All financial information is 
checked for accuratt on a ncckii basis. 


And it doesn’t stop there. The Abbey National Bank Account 
offers everything else you would expect from a bank account, and 
if you’re switching from another bank, we’ll give you a four month 
free overdraft, so there’s no danger of upsetting your cash-flow. 

Interested? Then you’ll be glad to hear that you can apply for an 
Abbey National Bank Account over the phone and receive a decision 
there and then. So to apply, pick up the phone, call Abbey National 
Direct on 0500 200 500 and quote reference A564C/10. Or pop into 
your local branch. 

0500 200 500 


f 
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Telephone lines open Monday to Friday 9am to Spm and Saturday 9am to lpnt.To assist US in improving our service ur mjj record nr monitor telephone 
Comparisons ba«cd on interest bearing current accounts. Rates nu) »ary. Rate, quoted for the Abbo National Bank Account include bouui payable on 
crediting at leant t’00 to the account each month for 12 months. You nut be able to receive interest gross, otherwise it will be paid net nf income tjj ^ ihc 
prescribed rate. Sec leaflet for full conditions. Overdrafts and Multifunction cards arc only available to Abbey National Bank Account holders, subject to statu, 
and not available to persons under |8 years. Written quotations arc available on request. After (he initial internt Tree period, interest Hill be payable at the 
standard raruble rate, currently 1 1.9 0 0 APR on authorised overdrafts, APR is variable. Overdrafts arc repayable at any time in accordance with our persona) 
banking terms and conditions.Telephone banking i% available to Bank Account and tn'Unt Plu-. Account customers who hau a Multifunction, Electron or 
Abbey link card. Abbey National and the Umbrella Couple symbol are trademarks of Abbey National pic. Abbey llou^c, Baker Surd, London NWl gy^j_ 
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Judges offered role in 
deciding law policy 

Deal may end tensions over justice reforms, reports Frances Gibb 


LORD Irvine of Lairg, the 
Lord Chancellor. last night 
proposed a new partnership 
between judges and ministers 
to give the judiciary input into 
government policymaking on 
the justice system and end 
tensions between them. 

He told the judges' annual 
dinner at the Mansion House: 
“It is essential that Govern¬ 
ment be able to speak to the 
judiciary and the judiciary to 
Government." The approach 
would be in marked contrast 
to that of the previous Home 
Secretary, Michael Howard. 

With die Lord Chief Justice, 
Lord Bingham of Comhill, 
close by, the Lord Chancellor 
said it was widely perceived by 
the public that under the last 
Government "relations be¬ 
tween the higher judiciary and 
the Government had sunk to 
an all-tune low". Bui the new 
Government had “learnt from 
the errors of our predecesors," 
Lord Irvine said. 

He "regarded it as of the 
first importance" that the 
judges' views were taken into 
account on proposed changes 



Lord Inane: he would be 
intermediary for talks 

to the law. Any views the 
judges had of "damage they 
apprehend to the system from 
legislative proposals 
should be able 10 be made 
known effectively to Govern¬ 
ment at a stage when policy is 
still being formulated". 

Lord Irvine made clear that 
he saw himself as the interme¬ 
diary between judges and the 
Government. Although it 
would sometimes be right for 
judges to have discussions 


with other Cabinet ministers, 
he said "discretion should be 
exercised on both sides wheth¬ 
er that might be appropriate". 

He reminded the audience 
of several hundred judges that 
he was chairing several Cabi¬ 
net committees, including one 
on the Queen’s Speech and 
future legislation. Lord Irvine 
said he could not guarantee 
that ministers and judges 
would always agree, but if 
they disagreed, they would do 
so civilly. 

In a spirit of rapprochement 
he added: "Any Lord Chancel¬ 
lor is likely to share with the 
judiciary common values aris¬ 
ing ouf of the nature and long 
traditions of our justice sys¬ 
tem. I doubt that we will be 
disagreeing often." 

Lord Irvine also signalled a 
concession on court fees, 
which have come under strong 
attack from across the legal 
profession as an obstacle to 
going to law. 

He said he would be consid¬ 
ering whether the existing 
exemptions from court fees — 
which were sharply increased 


earlier this year — should be 
extended beyond people on 
income support to those cm 
other benefits such as jobseek¬ 
er's allowance, the disability 
working allowance, and Fanv 
ity Creak. 

He emphasised that the 
Government would listen 
carefully to the judiciary on 
what model for a Bill of Rights 
it favoured. But Lord Irvine 
made dear that whatever 
model was chosen would pre¬ 
serve parliamentary sov¬ 
ereignty. 

The legislation would be 
introduced in the Lards and he 
would be "piloting it through 
the chamber." he said. “What 
is critical is that the form of 
incorporation (of the Euro¬ 
pean Convention} sits comfort¬ 
ably with our United 
Kingdom institutions. It must 
not disturb the supremacy of 
Parliament 

"It must not put the judges 
in a position where they are 
seen as at odds with Parlia¬ 
ment That would be a recipe 
for conflict and mutual 
recrimination.” 



Nothing to beam about Scotty, left; with Chekov and Captain James T. Kirk 

Star Trek heroes can’t go 
quite so boldly after all 


- • ByNickNuttall 

IT IS the sort of problem that 
Scotty, the chief engineer of 
the ■ starship Enterprise, 
would have fixed in a few 
minutes with a rueful smile 
and a spot of light welding. 
However, modern scientists 
say they cannot find any 
solution to the. winkings of 
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What would you think of a mortgage that 
gave you up to £6,000 cashback {cr 3% cf the 
loan amount) and s 3k- discour: unu! 
i September -.9SS? 

(Mow. how handy would that be with solicitors 
fees to pay -arc: new furniture to buy?! 

A mortciarjs that would cut your first year's 
monthly payments by 3S p v? 


That could save vuu around £111.25 a month.'! 


■ ALLIANCE 

■ LEICESTER 

http://yy v-j .ailisnce-ieicester. co.uk 


A mortgage trial lets you borrow up zo Si 


Too good to to true? it's called an Ahi-mcG 
& Leicester 'Discount Plus' mo rig a go an:;, 

Pinch, p : nch, wakay-vva key, it's trua. 


Drop in to your local Alliance & Leicester oranch 
or a hone 0803 412 2i0 and we'll tell you m-ve. 
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warp speed as featured "in 
Star Trek. 

Travelling beyond the 
speed of light would require 
an improbably large, amount 
of energy, even for the pride of 
the space fleet. The energy 
needed to accelerate to Warp 
Factor One equals 10 bQlion 
times more energy than is 
locked up in the entire 
universe. 

"Tbis is a fantastic amount 
of energy. I don’t think it's 
very, likely that anyone will 
find a way to do this," said 
Larry Ford, a researcher from 
Tufts University in Medford. 
Massachusetts, writing in 
Classical ■ and Quantum 
Gravity. 

The research, drawing on 
Einstein's general theory of 
relativity, suggests dial the 
energy involved in one sol¬ 
ution — shrinking space 
ahead of the ship and expand¬ 
ing it at the back — would 


require an anti-gravity effect 
of awesome proportions. 

However, a separate report 
in New Scientist offers news 
that transporters — used to 
beam Star Trek crew mem¬ 
bers between planets to the 
ship — may be edging from 
science fiction to facL Other 
researchers have found that 
there may be a way of re¬ 
assembling humans atom by 

atom, without making a mess. 

French scientists, writing in 
the Physical Letters Review, 
may have created the special 
atoms needed Scrambling a 
person's atomic structure and 
re-assembling it had been 
deemed impassible. Accord¬ 
ing to the Heisenberg uncer¬ 
tainty principle, you cannot 
measure all the properties of 
an atom precisely. 

However, the French team 
have created entangled parti¬ 
cles that carry “memories" of 
each other. 


Aswan Dam‘may 
trigger Ice Age’ 

Bv Nick Nuttall, environment correspondent 

THE Aswan Dam could terranean, which is getting 
trigger a new Ice Age. a saltier. As salt water is heavier 


scientist has predicted. Bob 
Johnson, of the University of 
Minnesota, believes that 
building the Egyptian dam in 
1968 has led to oceanic and 
climatic effects that could 
cause a massive build-up of ice 
in the Arctic, freezing the 
northern hemisphere. 

Dr Johnson says in New 
Scientist that it is a "pretty far- 
out idea ... but I am quite 
serious". His theory has some 
support from work by re¬ 
searchers at Colorado and 
Quebec universities. They 
have found evidence from 
marine fossils that the Ice Age 
of 120,000 years ago was 
caused when ice packs in the 
Arctic grew. 

The Nile dam has stopped 
fresh water entering the Medi- 


than fresh water, the flows 
/from the sea are getting big- 
- ger. After leaving the Straits of 
Gibraltar, the extra flows 
move north, where they meet 
the warm Gulf Stream. 

Dr Johnson, ah oceanolo¬ 
gist, says that this will push 
more of the stream into the 
Labrador Sea. This is likely to 
trigger heavier snowfall in the 
Arctic, causing a huge expan¬ 
sion of ice sheets. He wants a 
giant barrage built across the 
.Straits of Gibraltar to reduce 
the extra flows. 

□ Repeated bombardments of 
Earth by comets and asteroids 
may be more common than 
supposed. Canadian scientists 
have found evidence that the 
planet was hit by two huge 
objects 34 million years ago. 
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VIRGIN TRAINS 
OFFER 

BOOKING NEWS 



following the unprecedented response to 
The Tunes/Virgin Trains offer, trains are now 
fully booked until mid-August on Fridays and 
weekends. 

There are seats an trains from Mondays to 
Thursdays and from mid-August there are 
seats on trains all. days of the week until 27th 
September. 

Readers who have taken up our Virgin 
Trains offer will be pleased to know that Virgin 
Trains have also arranged extra booking 
fatalities. 

You can now book your journey in person 
ar either Crewe* Coventry or London Euston 
railway stations. 

Just take your letter with your personal 
reference number and fulfilment guide, to the 
travel centre at any of these stations by 2pm at 
the latest on the day before you want to travel. 

_ OPENING TIMES 

Gummy 8J0ain-4$.30pm Mon-Iri, Sam- 5.30pm Sat, 
10.30am-dpm Sun 

Lond on Euamn <5.30am-9pm Mon-Snr, 7.30am-9jmi Sun 

Crewe Ipm-Spm Fviday t 9am-5pmSwand Stin. 


i HANGING i 1MFS 
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THE BROWTE SOCIETY 


ByFrances Gib& legal CORRESPONDENT 


THE Government faced caUs 
yesterday to refoftnthe law 
after a man who lived with his 
homosexual partner for al¬ 
most 20 years lost his battle for 
the same tenancy succession 
rights as a spouse- 

The Court of Appeal ruled 
by two to one thar Martin 
Fitzpatrick. 47, could not suc¬ 
ceed to his partner's tenancy 
because tire 7 Jaw -does not 
recognise the rights erf same- 
sex partners. . 

But Lords. Justices Waite. 
Roch and/Ward called for 
Parliament to legate con¬ 
cerning the rights of gay men 
and lesbiaps. v Lord Justice 
Waite said that the- present 
law of succession as it related 
to tenancies protected under 
the Rent Acts was “arbitrary 
and discriminatojy". 

“Few would support- the 
potential for unfairness in¬ 
volved in a law that gives 
automatic succession rights to 
wives (however faithless] and 
children (however feckless ) 7 
and at the same time denies 
any hope of .succession ’ to 
friends, however devoted their 
loyalty to the jbint household." 

Mr Fitzpatrick, a former 
serviceman in the Royal Navy; 
said afterwards that he knew, 
he could, not win as the law 
. stood.; but claimed a. “vital 
moral victory". He ; said he 
would take his tight for the 
tenancy of lftc fiat in west 
London ife shared with John 



Fitzpatrick: said lie had 
won a moral victory 


Thompson, a silversmith, unr 
til his death in: 1994. to the 
Hbuaeof Lords.: 

The;court was told that the 
two men had a loving and 
■monogamous relationship. 

• They met in 1969 and lived in 

- the flat from 1976. Mr Fitzpat¬ 
rick looked after Mr Thomp¬ 
son, for the last nine years of 
his life after he suffered irre¬ 
versible brain damage from a 
fell downstairs. 

Mr Thompson was the offi¬ 
cial tenant of the flat and after 
his death the landlords, the 
Sterling Housing Association 
Ltd; served Mr' Fitzpatrick 
with notice' to-quit. 

Lord' Justice Waite said 
changes certainly had 10 be 
made “if Parliament is to fulfil 
its function of reflecting the 
spirit of our times — in 
: • particular fire spirit that recog¬ 
nises the value of all abiding 
relationships, the heterosex¬ 
ual, the lesbian, the gay — or 
even those which are not 

• sexually based at all".' 

- Lord Justice Roch, who also 
found against Mr Fitzpatrick, 
said he agreed'that'the terms 
of the Rent Act-1977 should be 
reconsidered with a view to 
bringing such cases Within the 
protection, of the Act 

Lord Justice Ward, who 
would have allowed Mr Fitz¬ 
patrick's appeal, said: “There 
Is no .essential difference be¬ 
tween, a homosexual and a 
.heterosexual couple and 
accordingly 1 would find that 
tlte' appellant had lived, with 
tile deceased tenant as his 
. husband er wife.” 

. . Peter. TateheD, of; the gay 
rights group Out Rage!, said: 
tThe Goyehtnient should re¬ 
spond to the judges- call for 
changes in the law hy indicat¬ 
ing its commitment to legislate 
equal rights for gay tenants 
and thdr. partners.* 

■; Angela, Mason; executive 
: cfoedor-of Stonewall, the gay 
rights pressure group, said: 
’’’Stonewall-'will now seek to 
hJwe al’rWate Member’s Bill 
tabled-to give ftirliament the 
opportunity'to redress this 
wrtmg.*. '■*' 



The attentions of literary enthusiasts and harsh weather have reduced Top Withens farmhouse to a stone shell. It will be preserved but not rebuilt 

Rescue for Brontes’ withering heights 


Sightseers 




8 till 11 

3 . » Jl 1 


A PENNINE form said to 
have inspired the setting of 
Emily Bronte’s Wuthering 
Heights is to be preserved 
after decades of neglect (Paul 
Wilkinson writes). 

Top Withens is today a 
crumbling stone shell high on 
a desolate hillside above the 
Bronte family home at Haw¬ 
orth Parsonage; near Keigh¬ 
ley, west Yorkshire. But 150 
years ago it was regularly 
visited by the Brontes during 
their excursions on the moors. 

Yorkshire Water, on whose 
land the building stands, is to 
spend £ 20,000 stabilising the 
surviving masonry but will 
not restore the building. Yes¬ 
terday in the Commons, Ann 
Cryer, Labour MP for Keigh- 



The farmhouse, in its heyday, provided inspiration for Emily Bronte's only novel 


ley, called for the farmhouse 
to be listed. It was listed in 
1974 after a campaign by her 
late husband. Bob Cryer MP. 
but was delisted in 1992, 


partly because of its poor 
condition. 

Mrs Cryer said: “1 have 
campaigned with the Bronte 


to get Yorkshire Water to 
protect the building. I am 
delighted by this promise to 
spend money on the site, but I 


Society for a number of years 1 want Yorkshire Water to car¬ 


ry out the work and I want 
Top Withens listed." 

Yorkshire Water has been 
criticised in recent years for 
not caring for the landmark, 
which is visited by thousands 
of Bronte enthusiasts each 
year. 

Bob Baxter, Yorkshire Wa¬ 
ter’s conservation and recre¬ 
ation officer, said: “It is partly 
due to the gradual erosion of 
the farmhouse by inquisitive 
literary enthusiasts and partly 
due (o exposure to the ele¬ 
ments that Yorkshire Water 
has derided to take this action. 

“Many people felt it would 
be wrong to try to recreate 
Top Withens in its entirety as 
the farmhouse would lose its 
ambience and mystique." 


workhouse 

ByJOHXYOUNC 

ONE of the earliest surviving 
workhouses in Britain has 
been acquired by the National 
Trust as an historic social 
monument and is likely to be 
opened to the public after 
repairs. 

Thurgarron workhouse, in 
Southwell. Nottinghamshire, 
was formerly owned by the 
county council, and has suf¬ 
fered more than 20 years of 
neglect. Despite being listed 
Grade II*. it, was under threat 
of redevelopment. 

Built in 1824, it became a 
model for workhouse design 
and featured in a report that 
led to the Efoor Law Amend¬ 
ment Act of 1834, removing 
reponsibiliiy for poverty relief 
from local authorities and 
vested it in unions run by an 
elected Board of Guardians. 

Workhouses were estab¬ 
lished to keep the destitute off 
the streets and, it was hoped, 
save them from a life of crime. 
Paupers, vagrants, the mot- 
tally and physically disabled, 
foundlings, and orphans were 
accommodated and fed in 
exchange for menial tasks. 

Christopher Pennell, the 
trust's East Midlands director, 
said: “The building has an 
unrivalled potential to teach 
us about the past" The Trust 
is seeking fonds for restora¬ 
tion, including a new roof. 


Bed firm sues over 
escort agency listing 


By A Staff Reporter 


A BED company is suing 
Thomson’s Directories after 
its local' phone book entry 
appeared under the heading 
for escort agencies: The Black¬ 
pool family firm erf Howarth 
Beds was listed as Howling 
Beds.- 

Brian Howarth, 45, .said: 
“We have had to cope with a 
great deal of ridicule. We have 
been bombarded with time- 
wasting phone calls, many of 
an indecent nature, f have had 
people routing .into the shop 
and asking me, ‘Where is the 
brothel?* 

- “We have tried to. reach a 
satisfactory conclusion but it 
has become apparent that 
issuing a writ is the only way 


forward. We need to dear our 
family name and our standing 
in business. Thomson offered 
us a free advert next year but 
that is not enough." 

Hie film is run by Cyril 
Howarth, 67, his wife, Mary, 
66 . and Brian, their son. The 
error in the 1997-98 edition 
comes after years of having a 
correct listing in the Thom¬ 
son’s Local directory. 

Yesterday Howarth Beds 
issued a writ in the Blackpool 
District of the High Court, 
claiming undisclosed dam¬ 
ages for alleged libel. The 
company maintain that the 
listing is defamatory and was 
written maliciously by an 
employee of Thomson’s. 
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FREE ACCESSORIES 

FREE leather case & FREE in-car power 
charger worth £35.00 


FREE CALLS 

15 minutes free every month - forever 

PER SECOND BILLING 


A FURTHER 

20off 

selected Summer 

SALE 


ALL THESE 
DIGITAL PHONES 
FOR ONLY 



LACH 
me VAT) 
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180 stores nationwide 

to place an order or for your nearest store 

cal! free 0800101112 


■Z‘J TTiL- 'iulMMK, BndconrMCtion to » Vbdafo'na GSM Tariff at OSAO Inc YAT-on a now number to a now standard airffcw 

Offbr m ^ ^ tn mniuncoon wtfi anvoUw Offers. Offer anda 31at July 7887. t 


ticket prices 

Womenswear, Accessories, 
Lingerie, Childrenswear, 
Menswear and Home 


THE DIFfERENCE IS 

DEB Erl H A M S 



Prices return to normal on Monday 28 July 1997. 

*Sria c ted stores open Sunday 27 July! Aberdaon, Bournemouth. Brighton. Bristol. Bromley, Cambridge, Canterbury, Cardiff, 
Cheltenham, Chester, Crawiey, Croydon, Eastbourne, Edinburgh, Folkestone, Glasgow. Harrow, Hastings, Lakeside, Leeds White Ros^ 
Leicest er , Lincoln, Manchester, MeadowhaJL Merry Hfll Centre, Oxford. Oxford Street. Plymouth, Preston. Salisbury. Southampton, 
Southend, Southport, St o ckport. Stratford upon Avon, Torquay, Wimbledon, Worthing. 

Most alien available tn all Debonhaim stores including Brawns of Chester. Stock subject to avaUabflity. 

hnp'yAvww,debenhams.co.uk 
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In a series of articles. Times writers are^v>;: 
examining the new Government's efforts! ii « if r 
to bring a fresh approach to Whitehall..-:/■' 


By Gillian Bowditcil Scotland correspondent 




THE Scots have been wailing 
300 years for their own parlia¬ 
ment and today they will find 
out how far Tony Blair's 
Govern mem is prepared to go 
in allowing them a say in 
managing rheir own affairs, 
and ar at what cost 

Donald Dewar, the Scottish 
Secretary, will publish the 
White Paper on devolution for 
Scotland, outlining plans for a 
single-chamber parliament 
based in Edinburgh with 129 
members, partly elected by 
proportional representation. 
The Government hopes to 
have it set up by the turn of the 
century’. 

If ail goes according to 
Labour's plans, this gathering 
of men and women will deter¬ 
mine the future of the Nat¬ 
ional HeaJtli Service in _ 
Scotland as well as the 
education system, the 
criminal justice system 
and policies for Transport 
housing, employment, ru¬ 
ral affairs and tourism. 

The Scottish parliament 
will also be able to raise 
income taxes by up to 3p in 
the pound to pay for 
special projects. But today 
interest will be focused not 
so much on what is in the 
White Paper as on what has 
been left out. How much 
control will Mr Dewar have 
managed to wrest from 
Westminster? 

The Scottish Secretary is a 
man much given to under¬ 
statement. Despite being one 
of the finest wits in the 
Commons, he rarely cracks a 
smile. In Glaswegian parlance 
he has "a face like a nippy 
sweetie" and for the past three 
months his lugubrious style, 
in sharp contest to his prede¬ 
cessor. Michael Forsyth, has 
been driving mandarins at the 
Scottish Office quietly mad. 

For weeks Robert Gordon, 
head of the Constitution Unit, 
and his team were in despair. 
Mr Dewar's grim counte¬ 
nance and terse reports on 


Cabinet committee battles 
over the details of rhe White 
Paper suggested he was losing 
ground to his arch-emeny on 
devolution. Jack Straw, the 
Home Secretary. 

It was only when minutes of 
the meeting were circulated 
that they realised that Mr 
Dewar was holding his own 
and more. They were not used 
to a political master hiding his 
light under a bushel. 

As today's White Paper will 
reveal. Mr Dewar has success¬ 
fully argued against reducing 
the number of Scottish MPs at 
Westminister and. for rhe rime 
being, there will be no cut in 
the £14.5 billion budget allo¬ 
cated to Scotland. These were 
the two key fears played on by 
the outgoing Mr Forsyth be- 

Q In Glaswegian 
parlance Donald 
Dewar has a 
face like a nippy 
sweetie 9 


fore the general election. Mr 
Dewar, however, has lost the 
abortion argumenL Medical 
ethics will be dictated by 
Westminster and the draft 
White Paper drawn up by the 
Scottish Office was rewritten 
in London because it was "too 
braveheartish". The Union 
will feature more strongly in 
the version published today. 

Mr Dewar has even learnt a 
thing or two from Mr Forsyth. 
The date of the referendum. 11 
September, is the 700th anni¬ 
versary of William Wallace’s 
great victory over the English 
at the Battle of Stirling Bridge. 
An international architectural 
competition is being launched 
id design a new Scottish 
parliament building — 
another Forsythian touch. 

But despite the fact that he is 


presiding over the biggesr 
constitutional change for Scot¬ 
land's in 300 years, and is 
guaranteed a prominent place 
in Scottish history if he suc- 
ceeds in creating the parlia¬ 
ment, Mr Dewar has suffered 
in comparisons with his pre¬ 
decessor. He has a brighter 
and more able team of minis¬ 
ters fall male) than Mr For¬ 
syth had. but they have been 
accused of taking too leisurely 
an approach. "Scottish team 
hits the ground crawling." 
according to one headline. 

Mr Dewar is genuinely 
perplexed at this accusation. 
He has been working round 
the clock to get the White 
Paper ready and counrers that 
the last Labour While Paper 
on home rule took three years 
_ to draw up. His has taken 
three months. He practi¬ 
cally caused a security’ 
alert at his London office 
in Dover House when he 
turned up demanding to 
be lei in to work on a 
Sunday recently. His Sam 
to llpm days at his desk 
have been broken only to 
let the removal men take 
down his predecessor's 
choice of painting, a por¬ 
trait of the Old Pretender, 
James Francis Edward 
Stewart. 

Today he expects to be 
vindicated when he presents 
the White Paper at 330pm in 
the House of Commons. The 
key questions will involve the 
funding of the Scottish parlia¬ 
ment and its tax-raising pow¬ 
ers, its relations with Europe, 
the role of a “Scottish Prime 
Minister" and the future for 
the Scottish Office. 

As he arrives at Edinburgh 
Castle for a glittering recep¬ 
tion tonight. Mr Dewar will be 
hoping that he is seen by Scots 
as the new Wallace delivering 
freedom rather than the new 
John Ballioi. who sold out his 
people to Edward I. 

Magnus linklater, page 20 
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HENRY McLBStfc 
Minister for Home 
Affairs aid Devofntioii 

Aged 49. Professional foot¬ 
baller turned town planner. 
One of the first of Labour's big 
Scottish intake of 19S7 to 
reach the front bench as 
spokesman on Scotland, then 
unemployment and transport 
Won credit from Blair during 
the election as a party energfe- 
er and media manipulator. 
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SAM GALBRAITH: / 
MiusterforHealth - - 

and the Arts . 

Aged 51. Consultant neuro¬ 
surgeon who has bounced 
beck-from alungtransplarTt- • 
A Blairite and strong supporter 
of devolution. Keen climber • 
who has conquered most of 
Scotland's difficult peaks. 
Campaigner for the creation of 
national parks in Scotland. 
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BRIAN WILSON: 
Minister for Education 
and Industry 

Aged 49. Educated, (ike the late John 
Smith, at Dunoon Grammar school. 

Firey Scot and former Journalist 
Established the West Highland Free 
Press. Anti-devolutionist in 1979, he 
ran the Labour Vote no 1 campaign. 
Scourge ofthe lairds, he is 
passionate about land reform. 



MALCOLM CHISHOLM: 

Minister for Local 
Oovornmont, Homing - 
and Transport 

Aged 4fi. Dour leftwinger and former 
teacher who persistently opposed the 
Maastricht Bill. Nominated Ken . 
Livingstone as leader ofthe parly in . 
1992 and has espoused social 
issues such as increased spending 
' on childcare.. 
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SIR RUSSELL H1LLHOUSE: 
Permanent Secretary 

Aged 61 Glaswegian mandarin 
who joined the Scottish Office in 
1962 and has been there ever 
since apart from a brief spell at 
the Treasury. Unflappable, 
experienced old-hand who has 
seen it all before. 


LORDSEWEL? 
Minister for Agriaattnro, 
Environment aid Fisheries 

Aged 51 Principal and dean ofthe 
faculty of social sciences and law 
at Aberdeen University. Cut his 
political teeth on Aberdeen City 
Council and is how charged with 
guiding devolution legislation 
through the Lords. 



Ike In-Tray 


• Devolution: legislate for the first 
Scottish parliament in 300 years and 
launch ah international competition to 
design a suitable building in 
Edinburgh. Mandarins favour site 
beside plush new Scottish Office in 
Leith. Ministers favour site on the road 
to Glasgow, where many of them 
have homes. 


I • Education: cut class sizes to 30 or 
I under for first three years of primary 
l school by using money from the 
I Assisted Places Scheme. 

j • Health: cut NHS waiting lists by 
, releasing 10 million from bureau- 
J cracy. Reduce the number of NHS 
J trusts by almost half. Tackle drug' 

1 deaths through the appointment of a 
j “drugs czar'. 

t • Transport: establish a new rail 
I authority combining functions of rail 
t franchiser and central government 


I to provide a programme for rail 
i development. 

1 

I • Employment: get 25.000 young 
. long-term unemployed Scots into 
j work through the Welfare to Work 
, programme. 

J • Rural communities: overhaul 
* the water quangos, create a “green 
1 department' in every Scottish Office 
! department, and overhaul the 
I Scottish Environmental Protection 
l Agency and Scottish Natural 
l Heritage. 


powers 

By Alex Frean 
local government 
CORRESPONDS 

COUNCILS should get great¬ 
er powers to raise more of the 
money that they spend under 
a review of local government 
finance. John Prescon, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, said 

yesterday. 

Mr Prescon told the annual 
conference of the Local Gov¬ 
ernment Association in 
Manchester that council tax 
bands would also be reviewed. 
This could lead to better-off 
homeowners paying more in 
council tax 

Although there are eight 
council tax bands, people who 
own houses in the top band 
(worth £ 320 , OOO-plus) have to 
pay only three rimes as much 
council tax as those whose 
properties fall in the bottom 
band (worth up to £40,000). 

At present, the Government 
contributes about 80 per cent 
of the money spent by local 
authorities. Many in local 
government would like to see a 
move towards a 50-50 funding 
split, with councils taking 
back the authority to raise 
business rates. 

Mr Prescott .shared a plat¬ 
form with Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, who warned the 
country's Labour-dontinated 
town halls that they could 
expect no extra money from 
central government. In a pass¬ 
ionate speech intended to dose 
the rift between, central and 
local government that formed 
under successive Tory govern¬ 
ments. Mr Brown said: “Near¬ 
ly 20 years of conflict between 
local and national government 
are .now over — a new era of 
partnership has begun." 

Buthe told the. 1J500 dele¬ 
gates, gathered for the. new 
association's first conference, 
that. Labour had inherited an 
unforeseen £20 billion "hole" 
in public finances that needed 
to be plugged through wealth 
creation schemes; “Only by 
being honest about the state of 
public finances will we be able 
to plan for the future." 

.The Chancellors speech re- 
: ceiyed a mBied_reoeptibn from 
town hail chiefs, .who earlier 
heard'-Sir Jeremy Beecham, 
chairman:.of the association. 
demand_aminmredraie end to 

| capping-and a removal of the 
many outdated mid unneces¬ 
sary restrictions on council 
decision makers.-. 
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fee 
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card, .ou should apply for Au - a 
neve Cold MasterCard. 

Because v-.e're very selective 
ariout v.ho gets Au. our 
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£20,000 
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Like to keep a 
balance 
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credit card 
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■ LOCAL STORES ^ 
A5HKSU3 CM233 663800 
BARNSLEY 01226 770880 
BASILDON 01368188888 
BASINGSTOKE 01256 330333 
BOSTON GUOS 359700 
BRtQTTON 01273 606242 
BURY ST EDMUNDS 01284 763000 
BRJSTOL 0117 929 Vm 
CAMBRIDGE 01223 462482 
CANTERBURY 01227 7801 f r 
CHELMSFORD 01245 353906 
CHICHESTBl 01243 77! M7 
COLCHESTER 01206 369800 
CRAWLEY 0l»3 426576 
OARUNGTDN 01325 489898 
-EASTBOURNE 01323 720200 
FAREHAM 01329 825511 
FOLKESTONE 01303 259000 
GLOUCESTER 01452 502525 
GRATS 01375 396693 
GT. YARMOUTH 01493 331113 
GUILD FORD 01483 300888 
HARTLEPOOL 01429 234566 
H£MEL H5TEAD 01442 233003 
HORSHAM 01403 260410 
IPSWICH 01473 215915 
VtOTON 01582 487788 
MAtDSTONE 01622 201622 
MIEpVAY TOWNS 01634 296496 
ItoffTHAMPTON 01604 259444 
NORWICH til 603767722 
ORPINGTON 01689 876060 
PETERBOROUGH 01733 555773 
RAIAJHAM 01708 524406 
READING «|8 9S9 B88i 
REOWTCH 01527 584588 
ROMFORD 0170& 753348 
ST ALBANS 01727 8S4444 
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SWB'HJON 01793 481122 
WEST BROMWICH 0121 SSi 4488 
WBTCUFFON-SEA 0170? 333766' 
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LONDON STORES 
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■ENFIELD 0181367 530 ' 
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Blair shows his strength in 

portrait taken by Snowdon 


TP-'' 


TONY BLAIR joins a. long and 
distinguished list today-, with the 
publication of his official portrait by 
the Earl of Snowdon. 

. Eighty-six years after: the first Lab- 
°ur Prime Minister, Ramsay MacDon- 
aid, was captured for posterity and 
“ore than two centuries after Sir 
Joshua Reynolds painted die first 
Conservative Prime Minister, the Earl 
ofiBute, Mr Blair has entered history’s 
political picture gallery. 

The photograph shows an unsmiling 
Prime Minister whose fare is partly in 
shadow. If is verysimilar to the one fay 
Snowdon that was chosen for the front 
of Labours election manifesto : after 
voters complained thai they had .seen 
too much ofMr Blair’s teeth. 

Lord Snowden said yesterday: 1 did 
want to take a serious photograph of 
him and I thought it was the right 
tiling to do... Ijust thought that if you 
look at his face, its a very strong face 
and T think its more interesting when 
he’s concentrating.*’ 

He said it was hard to judge whether 
Mr Blair had been comfortable in front 
of the camera. "I. don’t think anybody 
is, or very few. I think to be photo-, 
graphed is not a terribly pice 
experience." 

The picture was taken at Snowdon's 
gallery in Launceston Place, London, 
in a session lasting less than an hour.' 
“He was.in a rush,” the photographer 


Potty Newton on the latest addition to the 
historic picture gallery of political leadership 


said, “He has got rather more impor¬ 
tant things to oo but he went out ofhis 
way to be helpful." 

Postcard-steed reproductions will be 
sent free to Blair admirers who write 
requesting a picture. 

Other political figures photographed 
by Snowdon include Harold Macmil¬ 
lan. Margaret Thatcher and, more 
recently. John Major. 

- Charles Saumarez Smith, director of 
the National Portrait Gallery and the 


author of a new book about its 
collection, said that Mr Blair's choice 
of photographer was significant. 
“Going to Snowdon is the way to create 
a memorable image, one which has 
iconographic status, rather than just 
being a straightforward what the 
person looks like." 

He said that the photograph re¬ 
leased on Wednesday of William 
Hague, the Tory leader, was very 
conventional. “My sense was that it 





Distinguished line-up: Ramsay MacDonald. William Hague and the 
- Earl of Bute are among those who have been captured for posterity 


was conservative with a small v. It 
looked like a very high-class siudio 
portrait. We might well acquire it. but 
it is not the type of image which we 
think is especially interesting. 

“It did look slightly like the type of 
image which appears in constituency 
rooms. It has a slightly Eastern 
European aspect to ft." 

The Hague picture. like those of his 
predecessors, is indeed likely to grace 
hundreds of Tory association walls 
although there will be a price to pay. A 
spokesman for Central Office said that 
larger versions would sell for about £2 
and smaller ones for £1. 

Former Prime Ministers have some¬ 
times taken risks with their choice of 
artist. When Baroness Thatcher was at 
IU Downing Street, she repeatedly 
refused to sit for Helmut Newton, who 
is belter known for his controversial 
images of semi-naked women than his 
portraits of politicians. He finally 
persuaded her after she had left office. 
The huge, dramatic result hangs in the 
National Ttonrait Gallery. 

Most if not all former Prime Minis¬ 
ters are represented in one form or 
another in the Palace of Westminster, 
although there is a ban on any picture 
or sculpture in the main building of 
anyone who has been dead for less 
than ten years. The idea is to give 
history time to judge who is worthy of a 
place on its hallowed walls. 
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The official portrait of Tony Blair. “It’s a very strong face." Lord Snowdon said 
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W illiam Hr 
day de 
speech . 


W illiam Hague yester¬ 
day delivered a 
speech ! of. which 
Tony Blair would h ave been 
proud, up to. a, print Mr 
Hague's language, as well as 
his specific proposals, had 
many echoes of Mr.Blair's 
when he becameLabour lead¬ 
er in 1994. However; Mr 
Hague’s proposals on party 
organisation are a necessary 
condition for a Tory recovery, 
but for from a sufficient one. 
They-omitted die other key 
element in die Blair strategy, 
the repositioning on policy. 

Learning from •. Labour's 
successes is merely good, 
sense. Labour took a Ton^ i 
dine to accept that its defeats 
were its fault, not die elector¬ 
ate's. . John Smith's mam 
weakness as leader was that . 
be never told his party why it : 
had lost Mr'Kan's main 
strength was tb do sa and jolt 
his par^y Into, making the - 
necessary changes. • 

Like Mr Blair in 1994. Mr : 
Hague did.not disguise die 
scale of thei Tory drfeat on 
May 1. His analysis was -stark -' 
and honest As he vividly, 
remarked the party is “not 
much" bigger than a large 
football ctub*\ He recognised- 
how the party organises itself 
is crucial to in credibility. His 
ideas—aeatmgasftiglrparty - 
with a angle constitution; 
establishing a rational man- . 
bersbip .which will hacite a 
voice not jnst in the election of 
the leader but also in approv--. 
mg the party’s policy platform 
for the election: ajpew ffisti- 
pUnary structures and, most 
symbolic of all, on publishing 
major dopprs to the party and 
no longer accepting foreign 
donations — are all sensible, 
indeed overdue. This is not 
really .democratic any more 
than Labour's new structure - 
isi It increases die power of •; 
the national leadership which 
consults members arid seeks. 
their approval, bot does not 
give diem a detailed say in 
policymaking. There are also 
loose ends about what is 
foreign and the financial pro¬ 
posals foxtiespate^ gov¬ 
ernment legislation.. 

But die Hague strategy is 
correct, and the party would 
be mad to reject it I am sure 
they will not, mice; fike Mr 
Blair, Mr Hague is offering 
his party no rcw choice In this 


RIDDELL 
ON POLITICS 


autumn’s ballot He is camiily 
not only seeking backing, for 
his leadership but also for the 
principles of ref orm . That 
should enable him to push 
through the detaDed propos¬ 
als over the next year. 

' The bole in. the Hague 
strategy is policy. It would, of 
coarse, be silly, as he recog- 
msed yesterday, for the Tories 
to start setting out their mani¬ 
festo.now. or even detailed 
polkas,; That is ; one of the 
advantages^ opposition. But 
the party does have to define 
where ft stands in broad terms 
-r-dh Europe, onrefonn ofthe 
w^xre state; the size of die 
pmbfa’c sector, .the extension of 
<±0^ in ’ education. In con¬ 
trast to Labour in opposition. 
Mr Hague said members 
should “know they are free to 
drink. I want us to have die 
courage and self-confidence to 
.welcome diversity and debate: 

1 want us to foster an atmo¬ 
sphere of intdlectua] liberty 
and renewaL” We’ll see. ; J 

A n initial lest is die front 
bench’s reaction to 
government proposals. 
So for this has been mixed. By 
chance, just as Mr Hague was 
speaking, Stephen Dorrdl 
was giving the Toiy reply to j 
the govenunent 1 statement on 
higher education- As some 
furious Labour leftwingers, 
and the fonner Education 
Secretary arid Labour deputy 
leader Lord Glenainaxa (Ted 
Short) argued, David Blun- 
kett is eoding the post-war 
approach of student grants for 
aJL This is inevitable given the 
rise in student numbers. A re- 
elected ' Tory. Government 
would have'done much the 
same. But Mr Dorrefi’s re¬ 
sponse was carping arid nega¬ 
tive. in. contrast to the more 
positive tone of a number of 
former. Tory . education 
ministers. 

Jf. the Tories are to look 
credible, they not only need to 
reorganise themselves along 
tiie lines Mr Hague suggested 
yesterday, they-also have to 
sound convincing on policy. 
They do;not remotely do so 

ye*- 

Peter Riddell 
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CAR INSURANCE 


THE NEW RENAULT CLIO PANACHE. £7,895. 
YOU'VE EITHER GOT IT OR YOU HAVEN'T. 


Looking 
for the 

LOWEST 

premium? 



Exclusive Rood Atlas 


with every quote 


>00 

3 


TO CLAIM 
YOUR FREE 
ROAD ATLAS 
PLEASE QUOTE 
:■ REF 8582 

LINES ARE OPEN 
WEEKDAYS. 
bBk5pa SSTURDfifS. 


Just what is it that makes the new special 
edition Renault Clio Panache so irresistible? 

Well, all those thrilling little touches for 
a start. From its tilt-and-slide sunroof to its 
5-speed gearbox, from its tinted glass to its 
Philips stereo radio/casserte, the Panache never 
seems to settle for conformity. 

.Then there are its strong, silent qualities. 
Side impact protection bars, front seat belt 
RENAULT pretensioners and the option of 
nttWHS both driver’s and passenger's 


airbags mean you can appreciate it in safety. 
While thanks to a computer padlock engine 
immobiliser it’s safe when you’re not in it too. 

But does all this explain the magic of the 
Panache, or its even more alluring cousin the 
Clio Provence? Of course not. Such things can’t 


TYPICAL EXAMPLE 

PanadiB 

12. 3kT 

QaaiMMAfi 

1 lUVlDMI 

12 Mr 

Cash mce Inc-on the nod ctstsT 

f7.895.00 

£8.99500 

DepmA 

* —V 

£3^47^48 

£4,497.40 

| |Q^ HortrtrRaarrTems 

£328.96x12 

£374.80x12 

Total Cndt Pree 

£7,99510 

£8,995.00 


really be explained — only experienced. 

That’s why it’s good to know that both the 
Panache and the Provence are available with 0% 
finance and free insurance (which, unlike most 
comparable offers, covets up to five drivers). 

In feet, with Renault Freeways* available too, 
buying a new Renault has never been so easy. 
If you’d like more information and 
details of your nearest Renault /a\ 
Dealer, just call on 0800 52 51 50. ^Ir 
And you’ve got it.. 83BMMJ1J 
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Pay as you earn 
tuition to begin 
within 14 months 


Report* b \ John O'Leary 

EDl'CXIIMN EDITOR 

STUDENTS will face tuition 
fets fur full-time university 
ciiurses within 14 munths, 
after yesterday's publication of 
ihe fir?r major review of higher 
education in three decades. 

Sir Ron Dearing. the Gov¬ 
ernment's senior educarion 
adviser, issued a 1.700-paee 
report calling for a new "com¬ 
pact'' involving students, busi¬ 
ness and the Government to 
raise investment in universi¬ 
ties and vulleses. All would 
have to am tribute more to 
preserve the world-class status 
of British higher education. 

Universities would face a 
cash crisis unless they were 
assured of the money to be 
raised fmrn new student fee-*. 
Sir Ron said in rhe rejxin. 
Projected budget cuts would 
endanger the quality of teach¬ 
ing and research. 

State funding for each stu¬ 
dent has declined by 40 per 
cent since IbTo and is planned 
to drop by another b.5 per cent 
during the next two years. 
\'ice-chancellors estimate that 
they face a funding shortfall of 
£3 billion by the end of the 
century. 

Sir Ron found I i mi red scope 
for further economies. “We 
have concluded that institu¬ 
tions should be able to man¬ 
age a I per cent a year real 
reduction in funding per stu- 


FUNDING 






Dealing yesterday: atm 
is to protect quality 

dent over the next two years: a 
6.5 per cent reduction would 
damage quality." 

The review examined a se¬ 
ries of options for graduate 
contributions. Sir Ron conced¬ 
ed that none or the four models 
he had considered in detail 
would meet rhe universities' 
short-term needs, but said all 
political parries had made it 
clear that no extra cash could 
be expected from taxation. 

“There can be no more 
money from the students 
because they haven't got any; 
we don’t believe there should 
be more money from parents. 
The right option is contribu¬ 
tions from graduates on an 
income-conrineenr basis, as 



their earnings rise." Sir Ron 
said yesterday. 

He acknowledged that 
many would see tuition fees as 
an unwelcome precedent. "To 
them I say there is a precedent 
for contribution to tuition fees 
in higher education. It is well 
established among 380,000 
pan-time and a further 
37UJXK) postgraduate stu¬ 
dents. who already pay fees.” 

The repon proposed safe¬ 
guards against any future 
increase in die 25 per cent 
cunrriburion to course costs 
represented by fees of £1.000 a 
year. An independent review 
should be commissioned, and 
both Houses of Parliament be 
required to suppon an in¬ 
crease. Fees would be the 
same for all courses to protect 
the position of expensive sub¬ 
jects such as engineering. 

Sir Ron said graduates 
should make a contribution 
because a degree still offered a 
“very good return" in terms of 
earnings potential. "Our pro¬ 
posed option would raise 
about Ei billion, approximate¬ 
ly hall the extra income re¬ 
quired in 20 years* time. 
Government should increase 
its contribution to make up the 
rest as the economy grows." 

Details of the Government's 
preferred scheme, scrapping 
maintenance grants and 
means-testing fees, will be 
worked out over the summer. 
Officials said that the yield for 
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The 1.700-page Dearing report sets out plans to raise £1 billion for higher education 


higher education would be 
greater but refused to say 
when universities would begin 
to reap the benefits. 

Under the Government’s 
proposals, students from poor 
backgrounds would leave 
university with more debt 
than those from more affluent 
families — about £10.300 com¬ 
pared with just over ES.000. 


But the Government scheme is 
likely to spread payments over 
20 years, assuming graduates 
earn more than £10,000, in¬ 
stead of the ten years proposed 
by Sir Ron’s committee. 

The present level of parental 
contributions and zero interest 
rates for student loans will 
remain fixed under the Gov¬ 
ernment’s plans. Fees will be 


THETIMES THURSDAY JULY 24 1997 

Universities told 
to regulate 
degree quality' 




waived for students whose 
parents eam less than about 
£18,000, with a sliding scale 
up to a maximum parental 
income of about £36.000. 
Extra loans will enable stu¬ 
dents to meet the costs. 

David Blirakett page 20 
Leading article and 
Letters, page 21 


THE Government will have 
to take direct control of higher. 
education standards unless 
universities introduce re¬ 
forms. Sir Ron Dearing said. 

His report puts tfie onus on 
the universities' newly-estab¬ 
lished" Quality Assurance 
Agency to produce dear 
“foreshow standards" for de¬ 
grees. a national system of 
external examiners, and codes 
of practice ha every institution. 

The report sets a target date of 
2000 for the first of the 
changes. ... - 

The committee urges uni¬ 
versities and colleges to “em¬ 
brace vigorously" the stand- 
aids agenda, which Sir Ron 
sees as the heart of his review. 
“New systems 'for-foe assur- 
. ance of quality and standards 
must be in place and seen to 
be effective within a short 
space of time. If they, are not. ' 
the Government mil be justi¬ 
fied in intervening, to protect 
the interests of students.” 

British higher education 
hak; maintained ~ its world 
standing despite doubling the 
number of students and hav¬ 
ing to make repeated econo 1 
mies.. the report says. But the. 
quality of degrees is variable. 

“Given the large increase in 
the number of students taking ’ 
degrees over the last 20 years, 
and a marked increase in the 
proportion awarded, first or 
upper second-dass honours. - 
many think that it is. not 
plausible to say. that stan¬ 
dards have not dedined,"-the 
report says. “There is also a 
widely held view that Stan- 


STANDARDS 


da rtfs are not uniform and 
cannot be in a mass system. 

Sir Ron expresses concern 
about the growing practice of 
“franchising" teaching on 
university degrees to further 
education colleges. A small 
number of institutions have 
also fallen below acceptable 
standards in overseas opera¬ 
tions. . 

The report says that further 
education colleges should 
concentrate on sub-degree 
programmes and there 
should be no growth in the 
number of degrees they offer. 
Franchise arrangements 
should comply with tougher 
criteria set by the quality 
agency by 2001. 

Teaching standards would 
be raised by a professional 
qualification overseen by a 
new Institute for Learning 
and Teaching in Higher Edu¬ 
cation. Finandal incentives 
would'encourage universities - 
to place more value on teach¬ 
ing skills. A poll of academics - 
found that only 3 per cent 
thought good teaching was 
reflected in their pay struc¬ 
ture. white 63 per cent thought 
it.should be. 

There is little encourage¬ 
ment for those who favour an 
Ivy League of top universities 
with enhanced funding. The 
report says there should be no 
sudden changes in the struc¬ 
ture of higher education, add¬ 
ing that institutions do not fit 
easily into neat categories. 


Student places should be extended immediately Lessons taught by Scotland 


THE expansion of higher education, 
which saw student numbers double in 
less than ten years, should restart 
immediately. Sir Ron Dearing recom¬ 
mended yesterday. But the main growth 
should conic in one-and two-year courses. 

Sir Ron's report suggests that demand 
for university and college places will 
continue to grow. He proposes that the 
present 30 percent of young people going 
on to higher education should rise to 
about 45 per cent, a proportion already 
nearly reached in Scotland. 

Business leaders and universities have 
urged renewed growth, citing the pres¬ 
sure of international competition. Britain 
lags behind the United States. Japan and 
other Far Eastern countries in the number 
of young people going on to higher 
education, although the three-year de¬ 
gree and relatively low dropout rare 


EXPANSION 


ensure that the proportion of graduates 
in the population is among the world’s 
highest. 

The expansion should focus on 
courses below degree level and on 
postgraduate programmes. The Govern¬ 
ment is urged to remove its cap on 
recruitment to sub-degree courses from 
September, and the limits on degree 
recruitment during the next two to three 
years. Extra funding should be given to 
institutions that can "demonstrate a 
commitment to widening participation". 
The committee has also published 
reports on attracting more women, ethnic 
minorities, disabled people and those 
from low-income groups. 

Under Sir Ron’s plans, further and 


higher education would offer multiple 
entrance and exit points “with honour". 
Students would be encouraged to take 
certificate or diploma courses, which 
could lead to a degree or have currency in 
(he employment market Responding to 
calls from employers. Sir Ron recom¬ 
mends an increase in work experience, 
making it the norm for all students. 

Within the 20-year timescale covered 
by the report increasing use of informa¬ 
tion technology will lead to far more 
students taking courses from home or at 
work. In five years all students should 
have access to a networked computer 
provided by the university or college, the 
repnn suggests. 

Sir Ron recommends that another 
higher-education review should take 
place in five years to take account of the 
speed of change in technology. 
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SIR RON DEARING and his 
16-strong inquiry team trav¬ 
elled the world in search of 
models for higher education— 
and found one in Scotland. 

The qualities that Sir Ron 
was seeking - for England. 
Wales and Northern Ireland 
greater bteadth of educa¬ 
tion and higher "levels of. 
participation — are all in 
evidence north of the border. 
He considers it no coincidence 
that a ;greater respect for 
learning is also ingrained in . 
the national culture. . ■■ 

• A separate committee has 
produced a series of recom¬ 
mendations for .Scottish high¬ 
er education, including a shift 
away from its most distinctive 


ROLE MODEL 


characteristic the four-year 
degree. But the: main report 
makes Trequent references-to 
the lessons to he learnt by the 
rest of Britain. . . 

Even Sir Ron's target of 45 
per cent oF young people in 
higher education was' taken 
directly from Scotland, where 
almosr that percentage: al¬ 
ready stays fo education be¬ 
yond- school The. ’English 
equivalent is just over 30 per 
cent. Better stilL in .Sir Ron's 
eyes, a high proportion of: 
Scots take college-based certif¬ 
icate or diploma courses, rath¬ 
er than degrees. And even' 


■ some of those who opt for 
university take ordinary de¬ 
grees, rather than the longer 
honours course. 

The parallel is not exact 
because most students north 
of the border go to university a 
. year earlier than in England, 
but the first year of Scottish 
degrees, vfchich involves study- ••• 
ing gefieral subjects, is 
' another attractknt for Sir Ron. 
The-fact that. 95 per cent of 
Scots Choose’ id study in their 
own- country ~is : seen- as a 
• ifurther indication of high 
'qitatity. ■’ 

1 Many of the same charac¬ 
teristics were evident in Japan, 
where Sir Ron made a brief 
..visit. 
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Call Freefone 0800 800 800 
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j Credit interest of up to 3.0% gross p.J. 

J 24 hour telephone banking, 365 days a year 

j Low overdraft rates of 0.76% per month 

( EAR 930% variable ) with no monthly fee or set up charge 

■ | Access to your money through around 350 branches, 
20,000 Post Offices and almost 12,000 LINK cash machines 
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us the envy of the world, says report’s youngest voice 



BySimon de Bruxelles 

SIMO N WRIGHT is remarkably 
cheerful for a. students' union offi¬ 
cial about.to be accused of helping to 
buiy the cherished principle of free 
higher education for all As student 
representative on foe Dearing Com¬ 
mittee he had a unique responsi¬ 
bility and had . to make die 
“toughest, most sou {-searching, deci¬ 
sions" of his life. Hardest of all was 
the question of funding. . 

In the end, he said, it boiled down 
"to equality of opportunity: “If you 


MAN IN THE MIDDLE 


are working class and from the 
valleys of South Wales, your pros¬ 
pects of going on to higher educa¬ 
tion are one eighth those of someone 
from a middle-class family in the 
Home Counties. Taken as a whole, 
the recommendations will give Brit¬ 
ain- a system of higher education 
that wilt be foe envy of the world, 
and which really will be open to all. 

“What we are asking graduates to 
do is to contribute something m 



’ whose 
may 


return for the benefit they have 
received from higher education. 
Across a lifetime, graduates' earn¬ 
ings are 11 to 14 per cent higher than 
their contemporaries'." 

Mr Wright, 24. a students’union 
official with a degree in law and 
sociology from foe University of 
Wales, Cardiff, was foe youngest of 
the comiTiinee's IS members by a 
considerable margin. If he felt 
intimidated by colleagues who in¬ 
cluded vice-chancellors and distin¬ 
guished educationalists, he has not 
admitted it. The report occupied 

NETWS1 


three or four days a week for more 
than a year. He sat on three 
working groups, anended discus¬ 
sion meetings around the country 
and is satisfied that his views are 
accurately reflected. “Every recom¬ 
mendation and, in fact, every page 
of ihe repon reflects the students' 
view." he said. 

".At first it was a vertical learning 
curve but. although it was hard 
work, it was an incredible experi¬ 
ence. I am someone who was given 
the opportunity fo represent stu¬ 
dents on a committee that will affect 


students, the higher education sys¬ 
tem and to some extent the country 
for a number of years to come, and I 
feel very privileged. I did the best 
job I could, which involved some of 
the toughest, most soul-searching 
derisions 1 have ever had io take." 

It was the eumminee's strict remit 
io stay w ithin government spending 
limits that dictated the direction it 
took on tuiiiun fees. He said: “h was 
made clear right ar the start that 
there would be no more money for 
higher education. My priority was 
to get the best possible deal for 


students within the remits of the 
comitfee." 

The son of teachers from Bristol, 
and shortly to start a job in London. 
Mr Wright is well prepared for the 
likely reaction from his student 
contemporaries. He said: "The NUS 
has a clear policy on funding and 
I'm sure its views will be expressed 
loudly and dearly. But anyone 
taking the issue of funding on its 
own is missing the broader picture. 
The repon contains 93 recommen¬ 
dations and They have to be seen in 
their totality." 


GHAM 



SfR RON DEARING resents 
foe label of “fixer" he has 
acquired after.a succession of 
educational rescue minions. 
Yesterdays report.— his first 
and last for new political 
masters—is intended not only 
as a swansong, but as proof 
that he has vision. 

As if to show that his review 
of higher education is differ¬ 
ent, Sir Ron's key recommen¬ 
dation on student grants has 
been rejected. The 66-year-old 
former civil servant will riot be 
sorry to have some of foe 
opprobrium lifted from his 
shoulders, but he is anxious 
that the issue should not 
obscure foe wider agenda. 

Academics still talk wistful¬ 
ly of the Robbins Report, 
which launched foe higher 
education expansion of .foe 
1960s. A more prescient gov¬ 
ernment would have repeated 
the exercise before the even 
steeper growth of foe 1980s. 
The committee's ■ room for 
manoeuvre was severely limit¬ 
ed asa result 

The danger for Sir Ron is 
that he will be remembered as 
the man who not only paved 
the way for the abolition of 



The callfor change in Sir 
Ron Dealing's swansong report 
risks being lost amid 
disapproval over tuition 
charges , says John O'Leary 


free higher education, hut who 
began to limit access to 
courses. Such a verdict would 
be cruel, for foe committee 
had to sanction charges and 
has seen its carefully crafted 
compromise overturned. 

The inquiry was established 
to justify charging for higher 
education and keep foe matter 
out of foe general election. 
Universities need up to £3 bil¬ 
lion more by 2000, and no 
government would find that 
from foe public purse. 

But Sir Ron's report is about 
more than money: it starts 
from first principles and keeps 
them in view through 1.700 
pages of argument; His aim is 
to safeguard the quality of 
higher education, and bring 
recognition to the underval¬ 
ued business of teaching. 

If he can succeed in this. Sir 


MISSION STATEMENT 


Four fundamental purposes' 
of higher education are given 
by the Dearing comnuttee _. 

□ To inspire and enable indi¬ 
viduals to develop to thrir 
highest potential throughout 
life, so they grow intellectual¬ 
ly, are weli-eqoippcd for work, 
and can achieve niUHmenL 

□ To play a major role in- 


shaping a democratic, civi¬ 
lised and inclusive 1 society. 

□ To increase knowledge and 
understanding for their own 
sake and to foster their appli¬ 
cation fo foe benefit of the 
economy and society. 

□ To serve the needs of an 
. adaptable, knowledge-based 

economy. : • ' 


Ron’s legacy to future genera¬ 
tions of students will be great¬ 
er than introducing tuition 
fees. It is a big “if", .however, 
depending on a series of far- 
righted decisions by universi¬ 
ties and Government, as well 
as a change of attitude from 
students and their families. 

The largely unplanned 
switch to a system of mass 
higher education, catering for 
30 per cent and perhaps 
eventually 45 per cent of 
young people, has been ac¬ 
companied by an almost per¬ 
verse emphasis on research, 
rather than teaching. That is 
where the money is for univer¬ 
sities. and academic priorities 
have to match. 

New qualifications for lec¬ 
turers. accredited external ex¬ 
aminers and financial re¬ 
wards for good teaching will. 
not come cheaply. And agree¬ 
ment on “threshold - stan¬ 
dards" for degrees will nor 
come easily. 

Without such changes, how¬ 
ever. more may mean worse. 
As Sir Rot implies, some 
higher education is already 
poor and many students ill- 
equipped for its demands. If 
universities are allowed to 
cherry-pick from foe 93 recom¬ 
mendations. foe decline could 
well accelerate. 



How the report affects three 
on the steps to higher learning 


Gardner: debt fears “will deter mature students" 


J im Gardner, 26. has just 
graduated as a mature 
student from La Saintc 
Union College of Higher 
Education in Southampton 
with a 2:1 in Politics and 
.American History (Mark 
Henderson writes). He owes 
£1,800 to the Student Loans 
Company, has a further 
£1.800 overdraft, and owes 
£300 to his mother. He had a 
full grant w hi le at university, 
and borrowed and worked to 
make ends meet, including 
doing a part-time job during 

A ndrew Smith. 25. gradu¬ 
ated recently from New¬ 
castle University with a 2:1 in 
English and religious educa¬ 
tion. He owes £2.000 to foe 
Student Loans Company and 
has a EZ5U0 overdraft. He had 
a full grant and earned money 
during the holidays. His twin. 
Adrian, went through univer¬ 
sity at the same time. His 
mother cares foil time for his 
elder sister, who has cerebral 
palsy, and his father is a civil 
servant earning £18,000. 
Under Dearing. Andrew 
Smith, of Prudhoe. Northum¬ 
berland. would have taken our 
a loan to pay tuition fees of 
£1.000 a year and in the next 

D avid Tan, 20. has just 
finished his first year at 
Keble College. Oxford, where 
he is reading economics and 
management. He docs not 
get a maintenance grant bat 
he has taken out a student 
loan of £L5Q0 and he gets 
£3.000 a year from his par¬ 
ents to pay for rent food and 
books. He also makes about 
£8.000 a year from a multi- 
media company he set up 
with three friends, for which 
he works in the holidays. His 
father is a manager of a 
manufacturing firm, earning 
about £50.000 a year. He has 
two older brothers and an 
elder sister who have all been 


CASE STUDIES 


his first year. His parents are 
divorced, and he is not in 
contact with his father. His 
mother earns £11.000 a year. 
Under Dearing. a student in 
Mr Gardner's situation 
would have to take out a loan 
to pay tuition fees of £1.000 a 
year. He would keep a full 
grant worth £1,755 for a 
student living outside Lon¬ 
don and outside the parental 
home. He would also be able 



academic year have kept his 
full gram of £1,755 for a 
srudent living outside London 
and away from home. If he 
lived at home, he would have 
had a grant of £1.435. He could 



through university, and one 
brother is still studying at 
Imperial College. London. 
Under Dearing a student in 
Mr Tan's position would pay 
E1.000 in tuition fees because 


to draw a loan worth £1.685 
(£1.290 if he lived at home). 
This would shrink to £1.230 
(£945) in his final year. Under 
the Government's response to 
Dearing. the grant would be 
phased out and replaced by a 
loan worth £3.440. Mr Gar¬ 
ner would avoid tuition fees 
because his family’s residual 
income is less than £16,000. 
He forecast: The thought of 
being in debt for years is 
going to deter many mature 
students, especially with 
children." 

also draw a loan worth £1.685 
(£1.290 if firing at home). This 
would shrink to £1,230 (£945) 
in his final year. Under foe 
Government's response to 
Dearing. students from house¬ 
holds with a residual income 
of more than £lo,U00. after 
housing costs, would pay 
some of their tuition fees 
under a sliding scale. As Mr 
Smith's household income is 
£ IS,000. the size of his parents' 
rent or mongage would deter¬ 
mine whether he contributed. 
His grant would disappear 
but he could claim a mainte¬ 
nance loan of £3.440 when the 
new scheme is fully operation¬ 
al in 1999/20130. 

his family's residual income 
exceeds £34.000. He would 
not be affected by foe phas¬ 
ing-out of grants, but might 
be forced to pay Oxford Univ¬ 
ersity top-up fees, possibly 
totalling £1.000. if the college 
fee that funds foe unversity Is 
cut as proposed. Mr Tan said 
he thought his parents would 
have picked up the tab for 
tuition fees. "I would have 
taken out the loan to pay 
them as that works out cheap¬ 
er, but my parents would 
have ended up payng it off," 
be said. “What would really 
have made a difference is top- 
up fees. That would have 
made me think twice.” 




UNRIVALLED IN ITS CLASS. 
THE APRICOT FT1200 SERVER 




PENTTUfcLPRO 


In a recent review of servers by PC Plus - 
that included equivalent models from Compaq, 
Dell, Fujitsu, Hewlett Packard and Viglen - 
Mitsubishi Electric’s Apricot FT1200 won the 
overall accolade for best performance, 
hi feet, it screed an unbeatable ten out of ten. 

It also scored a nine for value, making it a winner on the two 
criteria we know are most important to customers. 

A glance at foe two sample specs we’ve included here quickly 
proves why: foe Apricot FT1200 boasts performance, storage 
and security features normally associated with top-end servers 
- at prices more usually associated with desktops. 

Value which is considerably enhanced by the backing of our 
own nationwide network of accredited systems specialists. 

So carry out your own review by calling us now for an 
information pack. _ 

Intel 200MHz Pentium® Pro Processor 
Sf 32Mb ECC Memory 
gl 2Gb UltraWide SCSI disk 
El 3C900 PCI Ethernet card 
gf 8 speed CD-ROM drive 
Ef Integrated server management 
gf Lockable fixed disks & exchangeable areas 

Four dedicated hard disk drive bays 
\jj$ RAID and UPS optionst 

£ 1 , 899 + «kt ‘(22,232) 

Sp ecifi cation as above but with: 
gf 64Mb ECC Memory 
j*f 4Gb UltzaWide SCSI disk 

£ 2 . 399 * ■$£&($ 

A MITSUBISHI 
ELECTRIC 

APRICOT PCs & SERVERS 

CALL NOW FOR AN IMMEDIATE RESPONSE 

0800 212 422 

Web address: www.wimre.apricoLco.iikftm 
e-mail address: botlinei§'apricoLmeexom 


Processor Logo and the PanUum Pro Processor Logo are tadomarts of frttl Cwporaaon. 
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CASH FOR 
QUESTIONS 


power yourself with a Mercantile Credit Loan 


Applying for an unsecured loan 
from Mercantile Credit really is 
straightforward, whether you’re 
borrowing £500 or £15,000. 

Take the test opposite - 
with a score of 12 or more, it’s 
well worth calling us about a 
Mercantile Credit loan. But 
even if you have a score of 11 or 
less, we’ll take all your personal 
circumstances into account 
when you call to apply. 

Your monthly repayments 
are fixed, and we’ll give you up 
to seven years to pay us back. 

You don’t need any deposit 
or security We guarantee a 
quick, decision. And we’re open 
every day from 7am to 11pm. 

So now you’ve completed 
our 5 easy questions we have 
just one more - why not call us 
free now? 

PHONE FOB A FAST LOAN - QUOTING REF 4839 

0800 111 777 

OR. COMPLETE THE COUPON OPPOSITE. 
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Berisha quits but 
vows to stay in 
Albanian politics 

By Michael binyon, diplomatic editor 


MORE than two weeks after 
his landslide defeat in the 
Albanian general election. 
President Berisha resigned 
yesterday. 

In a letter to the new 
legislature, which was meet¬ 
ing for the first time, he 
announced his “irrevocable 
resignation” as head of state, 
but said he would continue to 
take part in parliamentary 

life. 

His departure came as 
international pressure grew 
on him to accept rhe defeat of 
his Government by the oppo¬ 
sition Socialist Party. The 
news was greeted with cele¬ 
bratory gunfire in Tirana and 
the southern port of More and 
neighbouring towns where the 
revolt against his Government 
began. 

Mr Berisha blamed his 
downfall on the fraudulent 


pyramid schemes in which 
more than half the country 
invested and which left thou¬ 
sands destitute. Describing it, 
with some understatement, as 
a "negative phenomenon of 
our governing”, he accused 
former Communistsof exploit¬ 
ing the issue and using it as a 
pretext to foment rebellion. 

With strong dan support 
from the north of Albania, Mr 
Berisha. 55, a former heart 
surgeon, made it clear that he 
was not retiring from politics. 
He said Albanians would 
have a chance to weigh up the 
balance between the five years 
of democracy — meaning his 
own rule — and the five 
months of rebellion. 

His successor is expected to 
be Rexhep Mejdani, 52. die 
general secretary' of the Social¬ 
ist Party. The Socialists won 
118 of the parliament’s 15S 


seats, leaving Mr Berisha’s 
Democrats with only 24. 

Mr Berisha. a fluent Eng- 
lish-speaker. was initially giv¬ 
en warm support by rhe West, 
which was impressed by Alba¬ 
nia's market reforms. But his 
rule was marred by wide¬ 
spread accusations of fraud 
and his reliance on secret 
police. 

Three years ago, Albania 
had one of the highest growth 
rates in Europe. But criminal 
organisations and mafia 
gangs flourished and corrup¬ 
tion was widespread. The 
suspected links between some 
of the pyramid scheme bosses 
and rhe Democratic Party led 
to demonstrarions after the 
organisers fled and thousands 
were left bankrupt. More than 
'..JO people were killed in 
subsequent rioting and 
looting. 
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Employees of the Museum of Monuments, which is housed in the Chaillot Palace in Paris, inspect da m a g e caused by Tuesday night’s fire 
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If you’re worried about the price of private healthcare after tax relief was abolished 
in the July budget, PPP healthcare could help you. 

We are one of the largest healthcare providers, with over 50 years’ experience and 
a wide range of quality private healthcare plans to suit all budgets. In fact, research 
shows that our cover is amongst the most competitive for people aged 60 or over. 

All our plans provide you with immediate access to private in-patient treatment 
whenever you need it And that’s more important than ever before - because NHS waiting 
lists, which already stand at more than 1 million, could rise by another 100.000 due 
simply to the withdrawal of tax relief. 

If you already have tax relief on your private healthcare, you won’t lose it until 
your next renewal date after 2 nd July 1997 . So you should certainly not rush to 
cancel your current policy now . But there's nothing to lose by finding out now how 
PPP healthcare can give you the value you want at a price you can afford. 

If your healthcare plan is due for renewal in the next 3 months (and you’re not 
already with PPP healthcare), call us today on 0800 33 55 55 for an immediate personal 
quotation, without obligation. 

Even if vour current policy has more than 3 months until its renewal, send us details 
using the coupon below, and we’ll send you a personal quotation nearer your renewal date. 



0800 33 55 55 


Ref. 6554 


A 5% discount for annual payment. (8a7n-8pm weekdays, 9am-1 pm Saturdays.) Calls may be recorded. 

| Send for a free no-obligation quotation and full PPP healthcare information pack now to: j 
1 PPP healfhcare. FREEPOST. Upperton Road. Eastbourne. East Sussex BN21 iLH. Ref. 6554 « 
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(Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_Name_ 

Ad dress ... - ._ 

________Postcode- 

Telephone No. (Day)___(Evening)_ - — 

Date oi Birth —_/-- /important: 'u cannot 5 i\x you a quotation without thi* date.) 

Name of other adult to he included_____ 

Date of Birth-\- - Number of children under 21 to be included_ 

If you already have a current healthcare policy, who is it with? 


When is your renewal date? 
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PPP healthcare ’ 


WOULD PREFER NOT TO RECEIVE PROMOTIONAL MAILINGS FROM OTHER COMPANIES 
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Archives survive 
£5m Paris fire 

From Ben Macintyre in parts 




VALUABLE collections - of 
cinematic and. architectural 
monuments escaped largely 
unscathed when fire swept 
across the roof of the vast 
Chaillot Palace near the Eiffel 
Tower, causing an estimated. 
£5 million damage museum 
officials said yesterday." 

The spectacular fire de¬ 
stroyed at feast 43.000 sq ft of 
roof before it.-was finally 
brought under control in the 
eiarly hours of •' yesterday by 
more than 200 firefighters 
from around Paris. Two fire¬ 
men were ~ slightly injured 
battling (he blaze: ' 

The .damaged wing of the. 
white stone palace, which was. 
undergoing renovation to the. 
roof near where the fire’broke 
out on Tuesday night con¬ 
tains the Cinema Museum; 
boosing 30,000 films as well 
as props, posters, costumed 
and other cinema artefacts, 
and the Museum of Monu¬ 
ments, detailing the architec¬ 
tural history of France^'most 
celebrated buildings. - .". Jr: 

Guy CogevaL the museums’ 
director. ■-said that despite 
some water and smoke dam¬ 
age the impact on the collec¬ 
tions was “relatively limited’*. . 

Initial evidence suggested- 
the fire was accidental. A 
series of detonations -heard 
when it started may have been' 
caused by acetylene lamps left 


by workmen, exploding glass 
or by bottled chemicals in the 
museum Igniting a spokes¬ 
men for the Paris fire depart¬ 
ment said. 

The monuments museum 
includes plans and models of 
such Important buildings as 
Notre Dame cathedral in 
Paris and the cathedral at 
Chartres. 

Catherine Trautmana the ■} 
■ Minister for Culture, suggest¬ 
ed that the fire may have been 
. accidentally started by work- 
•' men and had apparently been 
smouldering for several 
. hours, explaining the scale of 
the blare - . "' 

“An investigation is under 
way.It' appears there was 
soldering work being done 
during, .the day.” Mme 
Trautmann said. .. 

.Aboutonehjimdred casts of 
Gbtluc religious sculptures 
were damaged by flooding 
from firefighters’ hoses, and 
parts of the two collections 
wot removed to safety yester¬ 
day to avoid falling debris. By 
good luck, many of the more 
valuable pieces from the moo- 
unseats collection had been • 
rehoused in recent weeks, 
-prior to a reorganisation of 
the museum. • . 

. “We feared there had been 
serious damage, but in the 
end tire structure held togeth¬ 
er,” M.Cfogeval said. 


move to 


■* From Tom Rhodes’ intvas jongton j 


NEWT GINGRICH made a 
dramatic attempt to reassert 
his authority on Capitol Hill; 
yesterday, deflecting the at¬ 
tacks of rebels 'who had at¬ 
tempted to topple him . as 
House Speaker and insisting 
that he was still in!charge. ■. 

Republicans at -a. closed 
caucus meeting said he had. 
been , cheered three or four 
times and given thunderous 
applause after a speech de¬ 
signed to unite a fractured 
party- in the House of 
Representatives. 

Mark Foley, a Florida con¬ 
gressman. described the 
batched coup attempt as ah. 
embarrassment bur .said die 
party expected no immediate 
changes in leadership. • ’ - - 

“Mr Gingrich outlined that 
he is the Speaker, that there is 
a single line of authority and 

he is it: We welcome him 

back,” Mr Foley said. . 

Mr Gingrich-had- already 
signalled that !he warns no 
changes 10 the Republican 
hierardiyinfoe House, de¬ 
spite, concerns, over Dick 


Arrney. the majority-leader, 
Tom DeLay, -foe Republican 
- whip, and John Boehner,; the 
conferenre chairman, .who aft 
thought fo have - been'behind 
thecoupatfempt 
None pf- the; meni:would 
comment,.‘ after yesterday's 
rneeting;,bulthey were expect- 
ed i? j.make statements:vat 
'anothersessiWsriaeduleri for 
Iasi, night. However, .'neither 
’ rilence nor denials arelBoriy to 
appease Gingrich: loyalists 
. who were calling for accounts 
;of their pan in the coup/ • 

- “They are always preaching 
.to us about teamwork' and 
working together, arid it’s very 
apparent they have not! been 
doing that themselves." said 
Ray LaHood, a Republican 
congressman from Illinois.. 

those close to Mr Gingrich 
believe internecine fighting 
will prevent any further chall¬ 
enge to his authority before 
deals are’ strode with the 
White House an a .balanced 
budget plan. Aides $aid : thai • 
riughr change after the August © 


From Robin Lodge in Moscow 


RUSSIAN apposition leaders 
said yesterday that they were 
confident they could over-ride 
President Yeltsin’s veto' of a 
controversial Bill aimed at' 
limiting the activities of reli¬ 
gious minorities in Russia. 

Mr Yeltsin announced late 
on Tuesday night that he 
would not sign ihe BiH despite 
overwhelming approval by 
both houses of parliament. 

He said it had been a 
difficuir derision, “but’ many 
articles in the Bill infringe the 
basic rights and freedoms of 
the dtizen.es Cabftsh inequality 
of different confessions..and 

X ■ , ■■■ . 


contradict Russia's interna' 
tional obligations." The Presi¬ 
dent proposed a = list of 
amendments that wpuld.have 
limited die rights of groups 
such as Baptists, Momibns 
and Pen tacos tali sts..'. 

Communist Party leaders in 
the state Duma said that his 
derision showed = Russia , S in- 
torests wot’ being trart^fed 

underfoot bytheWesL ■ 
DGood beatifc!. Mr Yeltsin 
said yesterday that heart 
, * w ori{s lJke" : a. dbck' , . On 
holiday mcentral Russia, 'be 
raid:.- 7.1 fed writ Andl.am 
having _a good rest" (Renter) ; 
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up SAS in Bosnia 


let war crime suspects get away 
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By Michael Binyon "• 
diplomatic EDrroR 

BRITISH forces in Bosnia 
v ■ ? ame within minutes of seiz- 
mg three indicted.war crimi¬ 
nals last March,, but.. the 
snatch operation was cal Ted 
off because insecure commun¬ 
ications gave the game away. 

A British army . unit, with 
SAS back-up;; went into 
Prijedor on the morning of 
March 14 - to arrest Simo 
Drljaca and Milan. Kovacevic, 
the police chief and hospital 
director who were SAS targets 
two weeks ago. Drljaca, com¬ 
mandant "of ’tfie notorious 
Omarska concentration camp, 
was killed in a shootout at the 
second arrest -attempt The 
team also had coders .to arrest 
Milomir Stakic, the Mayor of 
Prijedor — who subsequently 
went to ground and -was not 
picked up two weeks ago. . 

The abortive operation in 
March tipped off the three 
men that they were wanted, 
and put them on alert. Accord¬ 
ing to -sources Who have 
spoken to The Times on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity, this was 
why Drljaca- was so-quick to 
draw a gun and shoot as soon 
as the SAS approached. His 
bodyguards and Serb militia 
had cracked the communica¬ 
tions codes used .by three 
investigators from the Inter¬ 
national Criminal Tribunal 
for the Former Yugoslavia; 
who spent two days telephon¬ 
ing The Hague.to overcome 
legal and bureaucratic delays. 

From die start, the opera¬ 
tion was hampered by the 
reluctance of theStabilisation 
Jr, Force {Sfor) to go beyond the 
restricted conditions authoris¬ 
ing troops : to arrest war- 
crimes suspects: There was 
dear reluctance among the : 
allies, especially by John Ma¬ 
jor’s Government, to risk a 
shootout with armed Serb 
police and bodyguards. The 
operation was aborted; days 
before Mr Major announced : 
the general election in Britain. - 
It remained a secret until 
details emerged yesterday. " 
The cumbersome legal,pro- 
oedure also meant that it took- 
the international: tribunal in. 
The Hague two days to issue 
the full indictments. These 
had to be smuggled from 
Croatia across .the Bosnian ' 
border in a British land. Rover 
*'at midnight to avoid Jailing 
into the hands of the Seri* 
police. On two occasions a 
senior American prosecutor 
flew directly to Bosnia at an . 
hour’s notice to tty to persuade 
the British commander to 
authorise the arrests.' 

As a result of the -failed 
snatch, British and American 
military planners made sure . 
that they had top political/ 
authority and that all deci¬ 
sions could be executed within 
minutes during the second 
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attempt immediately after the 
Madrid Nato summit 
The March operation came 
after mounting political pres¬ 
sure, especially by the Ameri¬ 
can Government, to start 
arresting war-crimes suspects. 
In January an investigation 
team, with a British military 
escort, began seeking evidence 
of atrocities in the ’ British 
sector of Bosnia, visiting the 
site of the. Omarska camp, 
ruined Muslim villages and 
places where corpses of civil¬ 
ians Were being exhumed 

6 It took the 
international 
tribunal in The 
Hague two days 
to issue the full 
indictments 9 / 


from mass graves: The mvesti- 
gators were accompanied by a 
Swedish lawyer, two Swedish 
police and a British .police 
officer. They toured round ip 
Sfor patrol vehicles, and regu¬ 
larly went to Prijedor, looking 
for evidence against the three 
nien. But the Bosnian Serbs 
were deeply suspicious; tipped 
off by the insecure telephone 
network, armed Serbs ap¬ 
peared suddenly at most sites 
that tire investigators visited. 

• By March II the team was 
ready to move against the 
three men. The .question then 
ws^ : who would make the 
aneiris?: Theoretically,: tills 
should "have been left to -the 



Dryaca: quick to draw 
gimagaxpst the SAS : 


international police taskforce 
. in Bosnia, but it declined. 
Lieutenant-General Roddy 
Cordv-Simpson, the British 
Sfor commander in Sarajevo, 
was sympathetic, but Major- 
General Webb Carter, com¬ 
manding the British sector 
from Banja Luka, needed spe¬ 
cific authorisation. 

For most of the day urgent 
; cables went back and forth, 
from The Hague to Banja. 
Luka to the small military 
team escorting the investiga¬ 
tors: SfdT demanded delivery 
of the foil indictments — 
because the foil charges had to 
be made available immediate¬ 
ly to defence lawyers. The 
bulky sheaf of papers could 
not be faxed. So eventually an 
- official flew at midnight to 
Croatia, and on the motorway 
near the Bosnian border 
handed over the documents to 
the military escort ream in a 
marked Sfor patrol Land 
Rover. The papers were con¬ 
cealed in the seat. 

“D-Day" was planned for 
March 13. Surveillance opera¬ 
tions bad established that 
Drljaca went for coffee every 
morning at 1030. But there 
was a delay. A lengthy chain 
. of specific authorisations had 
to be agreed: from The Hague 
criminal tribunal to Nato 
headquarters, which in turn 
had to inform Sfor and also 
the authorities in Republika 
Srpska. Sfor again stalled. By 
•the evening, the -military es¬ 
cort spotted two suspects in 
Prijedor. Not till 2am did they 
get clearance to arrest them. 

The plan called for military 
back-up. An SAS team stood 
. by. ready, to come in at live 
minutes’ notice if trouble 
broke. out They had three 
Lynx Mk7 helicopters to bring 
in the forces and to whisk the 
suspects out of Bosnia as soon 
as they were arrested. 

The final derisions were left 
to the small military escort. 
The priority was to avoid a 
shootout — and if trouble 
started, the investigators from 
The Hague were to be rushed 
out as fast as possible to Banja 
Luka. “Tango" was the call 
. sign to bring in the SAS if 
things went wrong. - 
At the last minute, the plan 
was called off. The suspects 
were dearly alerted: they were 
closely accompanied by armed 
troops and bodyguards. “It 
was too risky," a source told 
The Times. And if shooting 
started, the Serb troops would 
move immediately against the 
nearest Sfor base, only two 
minutes away. The SAS, in¬ 
vestigators and military escort 
melted away. And so. when 
President Clinton and Tony 
Blair discussed a new snatch 
operation over a midnight 
beer in Madrid, they derided 
that the next time there would 
be no hold-ups, argument or 
political buck-passing. 
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• Civil Servants 

• Town Hall Employees 

• Teachers . . 

• lecturers 

. • Post Office Staff 

• NHS Staff-’ - 

• Police 

• Nurses 

• Fire Service . - 

• Prison pfficers- 

• Ambulance Service 
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The British escort team enters Prijedor on the morning of the proposed snatch as. below left, two troops wait at the roadside to receive 
(he indictments and, right, a Lynx helicopter stands by to bring in the SAS which was to whisk away the suspects after their arrest 





Serb aid warning 


From Agence France-Presse 

IN BRUSSELS 

A TWO-DAY international 
donor conference on Bosnia 
opened here yesterday with a 
dear warning to the Serbs 
that they may be denied aid 
because of their failure to 
hand over indicted war-crime 
suspects. 

Hans van den Broek. a 
European Commissioner and 
the conference chairman, em¬ 
phasised that aid to parties 
who “oppose and frustrate" 
the goals of postwar reconcili¬ 
ation in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
“cannot be justified". 

The European Union, 
which is co-chairing the 
conference with the World 
Bank, has suspended all non- 
humanitarian aid to the Serb 
Republic m Bosnia on the 
ground that its leaders have 


failed to send their former 
leader. Radovan Karadzic, to 
face warcrimes charges. The 
EU has said that reconstruc¬ 
tion aid will not resume while 
war-crime suspects continue 
to dominate political and 
economic activity in Repub¬ 
lika Srpska. Organisers of the 
conference hope to raise $1.4 
billion (£850 million) in aid to 
stimulate the economy. 

Mr van den Broek said that 
he expected to receive indica¬ 
tions from donors “for next 
year's needs totalling some 
Sl.l billion". 

Under the US-brokered 
Dayton peace accords which 
ended Bosnia's conflict in 
December 1995, the parties to 
the confiict pledged to liand 
over those indicted by the 
International Criminal Tribu¬ 
nal for the Former Yugoslavia 
for trial in The Hague. 


Milosevic sworn in 
amid bitter protests 

From Associated Press in Belgrade 


SLOBODAN MILOSEVIC 
was sworn in yesterday as 
President of the Yugoslav Fed¬ 
eration after thousands of 
protesters bombarded his car 
with shoes and fought with 
police sent in 10 quash the 
demonstrations. 

During his inaugural 
speech in the federal parlia¬ 
ment. he promised “peace, 
progress and prosperity" dur¬ 
ing his four-year term as head 
of the federation, comprising 
Serbia and tiny Montenegro. 

. True to his neo-communist 
style, he criticised independent 
media — whom he has been 
careful io keep under right 
rein during his decade in 
power — as being under 
foreign “financial, political 
and moral influence". As he 
spoke, thousands of oppo¬ 
nents gathered on the streets 
of Belgrade but police block¬ 
ades prevented them reaching 
parliament 

However, more than 1,000 
demonstrators, chanting “Rod 
bandits"—the baffle cry of Mr 
Milosevics opponents — did 
"manage 4o_cg|ch a park just 
across from j^rT&mennTwy-- 
bonibarded his carwith^roes- 
and other improvised missiles 
as. he left the building. The 
protest was called by the 
independent university stu¬ 
dents' union. At least two 


people were arrested and one 
protester was injured as police 
dubbed demonstrators, an in¬ 
dependent television station 
reported. 

Up to 300 of his supporters, 
bussed in from Belgrade sub¬ 
urbs, were allowed on to the 
steps of parliament. The)’ car¬ 
ried his portraits and chanted; 
“Slobo, Slobo, Yugoslavia. 
Yugoslavia." 

Presidential elections in Ser¬ 
bia to choose a successor to Mr 
Milosevic will be held on Sep¬ 
tember 21. Mr Milosevic, who 
served as Serbia's President, 
was elected President of the 
Yugoslav Federation on July 
15 in a vote which opposition 
parties said was illegal. 

The federal presidency is 
largely ceremonial, but many 
believe Mr Milosevic will try 
to change the constitution to 
reflect the powers he has 
amassed as the most influen¬ 
tial politician.in Yugoslavia. 

□ Election mil; The Monte¬ 
negrin parliament has called 
presidential elections for Octo¬ 
ber 5. almost three months 
before the mandate of Presi¬ 
dent- Bulatovic expires. Mr 
Bulatovic, who enjoys Serbia*?- 
support. had wanted" early 
parliamentary elections in¬ 
stead to resolve a rift with 
Milo Djukanovic, the Prime 
Minister. (Reuter) 


NORTHERN ROCK BUILDING SOCIETY 

Highlights of the interim Report 
for 6 months ended 30th June 1997 

Pre-t.ix profirs, excluding non-recurring items, up to {9T million - an 
increase of 10.2% compared ro the 6 month period ended 30 June 1^96. 

Reduction in cost to income ratio to 30.9% compared to 31.5% at 
30 June 19%. 

Reduction in administrative expense ratio to 0.66 compared ro 
0.7-4 per i'100 of mean assets ar 30 June 

Assets now £14.6 billion - up by 13.6% compared ro 30 June 1996. 

Ner lending of £^94 million representing an estimated share of rhe 
UK ner mortgage marker of 7% - around 2.5 times Northern Rock’s 
expecred “natural" share. 

Net retail receipts of £531 million - up T 5% on rhe 6 month period 
ended 30 June 1996. 

Conversion plans ro pic status are proceeding on schedule towards an 
expected flotation on I October 199 T . 
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Statement from the Managing Director 

“l am pleased to announce another very good set of results for Northern 
Rock. The strong financial performance was very much in keeping with our 
tradition Of strong profit and asset growth and falling unit costs". 

LEO FINN 

Managing Director 
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NORTHERN ROCK 

Northern Rock Builtlihg Socket: Principal Office; Northern Rvxk Houmj. 
Gosfnrrh, Newcastle upon Tvne NE3 4PL. 
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Death row’s cause celebre marries on eve 






Uns: four-year fight 


From Tom Rhodes 

IN WASHINGTON 

A CONVICTED murderer in Virgin¬ 
ia yesterday married a volunteer 
legal assistant hours before he was 
expected to be executed in one of the 
most contentious capital cases in the 
stale's hisfOTy. 

Joseph O'Dell and Lori Urs, the 
woman who has fought for four 
years to prove his innocence, held a 
short afternoon wedding ceremony 
in a room next to the death chamber 
at Greensville Correctional Centre 
where he was later expected to face a 
lethal injection last night (2am 
British time). 

Despite pleas for clemency from 
the Pope, the Italian Government 


and Mother Teresa, authorities were 
last night preparing to cany out the 
sentence as defence lawyers made a 
final appeal to the Supreme Court 

After exchanging marriage vows, 
the couple were permitted a one- 
hour meeting with no physical 
contact before O'Dell was led back to 
his cel! on death row. There would 
be no conjugal rights and no further 
contact a prison official said. 

O'Dell was arrested after leaving 
bloodsoaked clothes at a girlfriend's 
house. 

However, since his conviction for 
the 1985 rape and murder of Hden 
Schartner in Virginia, his supporters 
have questioned DNA testing in the 
case which suggested that blood on 
his jacket belonged to Schartner. 


Despite having no ties to Italy. 
O’Dell has capitalised on Italian 
opposition to the death penalty, 
sending regular Internet messages 
to newspapers in Rome and Milan 
from his prison cefl. 

As a result the ease has become a 
cause c&ebre. prompting both the 
Pope and Romano Prodi. the Italian 
Prime Minister, to intervene on his 
behalf. Delegations from the Italian 
parliament have been sent to Virgin¬ 
ia to demand a stay of execution and 
the Vatican’s television station con¬ 
tinued to call for mercy yesterday. 

Signor Prodi, during several re¬ 
cent meetings with President Clin¬ 
ton. is said to have avoided all talk of 
Nato expansion and Bosnia and 
instead lobbied strenuously for a 


commuted sentence. The convicted 
prisoner basbeen made an honorary 
citizen of. Palermo, the Sicilian 
capital, and authorities there have 
discussed the possibility of fiyinghis 
body to the city on an Italian Air 
Force plane.. 

GaQ Lee, the victim’s sister, said 
that the overwhelming support for 
O'Dell had been particularly hard 
for her family. 

M By listening just to one side of the 
case; the Italians have in essence 
said to my family, "You are worth¬ 
less, Helen's life didn't matter,’" Ms 
Lee said. 

Opponents of the death penalty in 
the United States have seized on die 
case as a further symbol of die 
pitfalls inherent in the system of 


•• capital punishment O'Dell,is repre¬ 
sented hy lawyers and public rela¬ 
tions agendes in Washington and 
New York andleading abolitionists 
have flocked to his cause. 

Sister Helen Prejean, ibeauthor of 
Dead Man Walking, die best-selling 
book which was later made into a 
‘ film .starring Susan Sarandon and 
Sean Penn. became his spiritual 

adviser, while Clive Stafford Smith, 
a British lawyer based in Louisiana 
who specialises in contesting capital 
sentences, has also been called in to 
aigueonhisbehalL 
**It is quite dear to us that there are . 
numerous discrepancies in this case 
' and it highlights exactly the prob- 
; ’ ferns of having a death penalty." said 
Mr Stafford Smifo. . 



O'Dell: plea from Pope 


Collapse 
of dyke 
forces 
Germans 
to flee 

From Deborah Collcuit in frankfurt 


Jocacfl-HNCK/AP 


ONE of the sodden dykes 
holding back the torrential 
Oder river in eastern 
Germany finally burst yester¬ 
day. flooding low-lying vil¬ 
lages and forcing residents to 
evacuate their homes. 

Not everyone in the state of 
Brandenburg went quietly, 
and police had to forcibly 
remove about 50 people who 
had barricaded themselves in¬ 
side their homes for fear of 
being looted. 

More than 2.300 people had 
to be evacuated after the river 
breached the dyke after days 
of heavy rain, leading to rising 
flood waters pouring into the 
region on the German-Polish 
border. The 100-mile long 
dyke burst in two places after 
currents weakened rhe numer¬ 
ous sandbag defences that had 
kept the water at bay since last 
week. One of the breaches was 
300ft long. Jurgen Dollass. a 
police spokesman, said. 

One of the areas flooded 
was near the town of Aurith. 
about eight miles south of 
Frankfurt an der Oder, and 
Ratzdorf, from where S00 
residents were evacuated early 
yesterday. About -10.000 live¬ 
stock animals were transport¬ 
ed out of the region as cellars 
and low-lying streets in Frank¬ 


furt and surrounding villages 
were inundated. 

In Frankfurt yesterday flood 
waters surged above the 1930 
record level. Although the 
weather remained sunny, 
flood waters rose in several 
neighbouring villages and 
more rain is forecast for today. 

More than 35,000 police, 
firefighters, soldiers and vol¬ 
unteers have been working 
around the clock to plug gaps 
in the dykes. So far they have 
been able to control the worst 
of the torrent, in contrast to 
neighbouring Poland and the 
Czech Republic where 12S 
people have died and thou¬ 
sands of farmers face financial 
ruin in the worst floods this 
century. 

President Kwasniewski vis¬ 
ited the Polish side of the Oder 
yesterday. He met Wolfgang 
Fohl. the Mayor of Frankfort 
an der Oder, on a bridge 
linking the two countries to 
discuss rescue efforts. 

In the Czech Republic, the 
Government has pledged to 
help those whose livelihoods 
have been ruined by the 
unseasonal heavy rains that 
have been battering the region 
for the past fortnight. Flood 
waters have damaged more 
than 12,000 homes in 500 



Flood waters from the Oder pour through a broken dyke into eastern Germany where more than 2.000 people have been evacuated' 


towns and village and cut 
road, rail and telecommunica¬ 
tions as well as swamping 
valuable crop land. 

In Germany, where Helmut 
Kohl, the German Chancellor, 
paid a visit to the stricken area 
this week, the Government 
pledged aid and low-interest 
loans to repair the flood dam¬ 


age which, according to some 
insurers. will cost hundreds of 
millions of marks. The eventu¬ 
al cost will only be known 
when water levels subside. 
Offers of help for the victims 
have been pouring in from all 
over Germany. 

In the worst-hit areas in 
Poland and the Czech Repub¬ 


lic there is now a serious 
threat of diseases because 
many sewers have broken and 
flood waters are contaminated 
with rotting food and animal 
carcasses. 

A German firm in Saxony- 
Anhalr said it would deliver 
105.000 gallons of mineral 
waier to the Wroclaw region of 


Poland today and hopes to be 
able to help out in the Cfeedi 
Republic too. 

Marek Sobczak. a flood 
crisis official in Poland, said 
the latest flood wave would 
soon reach the southwestern . 
city of Opole and would prob¬ 
ably foter inundate the resi¬ 
dential estate of Zacisze tri 


Wrodaw. further north. Bbt 
he said, there would ; be op 
repeat of the earlier calamity 
that flooded'Opole and much 
of Wroclaw in up to 6ft of : 
water. ‘ " 

; "We. should not ejgtecr 
another catastrophe on the 
same scale .as early this 
month." Mr Sobczak said.- - 


US puts foot down for no-hands driving 

rtfMKDnonv/AD 


From Giles W htttcll 

IN LOS ANGELAS 

NO HANDS. No reel. Not 
even any eves. On one of 
America's first stretches of 
fully automated highway, 
scheduled to open in 2002. 
human driver input is posi¬ 
tively discouraged. 

At a demonstration of the 
7.b-mile stretch of rniersfare 
highway east of San Diego, a 
bus driver relinquished all 
control of his vehicle to an 
onboard computer and several 
thousand magnets embedded 
in the tarmac. The bus 
promptly swerved to avoid a 
traffic cone. Such are rhe 
wonders of 21st-century driv¬ 
ing Technology tn which Con- 
gro*i hopes drivers will 
entrust their livo a* conges- 
lion mounts and land for new 
road building runs out. 

The demonstration on a 
rvvo-lane expressway rhat was 
closed to non-computerised 
traffic featured cars with 



Hung Pham, of Honda USA. shows- off his hands-free driving technique 


radar sensors 3nd rear-view 
Mdeo cameras, and magnetic 
“nails" at 4ft intervals on each 
side of each lane. Using a 
navigation system developed 

by Honda, the vehicles 
cheeked their position in rela¬ 
tion to the magnets and each 
other every few seconds. It 


was. one engineer involved 
.said proudly.'"really du:i. It s 
really exciting for about the 
first 15 seconds, then it's like 
driving with a chauffeur". So- 
ftands"driving or. automated 

highways will allow ears to 
move faster, safer and more 
economical!v than rhe current 


system of relying on weary 
and irritable humans, accord¬ 
ing to the National Automated 
Highway System Consortium. 

The consortium, which in¬ 
cludes General Motors and 
sex eral universities among its 
members, won a $200 million 
|£I19 mi (Ion) government re¬ 


search contract as part of the 
1991 Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act 
(also known as Ice Tea). 

The site of America's first 
public automated road has not 
yet been chosen: nor has the 
exact technology. The comput¬ 
erisation of American driving 
appears inevitable, however: 
while the know-how exists to 
drive long lines of cars fast 
and safely only a few' feet 
apart, studies show that 90 per 
cent of American road acci¬ 
dents are caused by human 
error. 

Equipping a road with 
magnets and radar reflectors 
can cost as little as $10,000 a 
mile instead of the millions a 
mile of new road would cost, a 
consortium spokesman said. 
On-board computers and 
cameras will add hundreds of 
dollars to the price of a car. 
The environmental benefits of 
the new system are said to 
come from sitting in your 
fellow driver's slipstream. 


States block Klan’s 
plan to collect litter 


By Tom Rhodes 


A GROWING number of 
stales are taking legal action to- 

K mt the Ku Klux Klan 
taking part in a nation¬ 
wide anti-liner programme. ; 

The Adopr-a-Highway pro¬ 
gramme. sTarted ten years ago 
in Texas, has been a useful 
means by which local authori¬ 
ties in America can save 
money. Members are required 
to pick up rubbish along their 
adopted stretch of road-while 
the state, in turn, provides 
litter bags and orange safety 
vests to volunteers. 

But now KJan members in 
Florida are threatening to sue 
the state if they are unable to 
"adopt" a stretch of motorway 
near Deltona, while officials in 
Missouri and Texas have tak¬ 
en cases to federal court to 
block the racist organisation 
from what is seen as a prero¬ 


gative of local communities. 
Four years ago. the JKIavi 
adopted Highway 65 near 
Harrison, Arkansas, rhe nat¬ 
ional headquarters of the 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 
Since then, eight roadside 
signs recognising the groups 
contribution- have been re¬ 
placed because of vandalism. 

Although the slates -argue 
that the Klan sends-entirely 
the- .wrong message' and 
should be barred '.from' the 
programme, the organisation: 
argues it.wants to be granted 
thesame status as other civic" 
or fraternal groups: to be.a 
part of the local community. 

"Really. weTe just like die 
Lions or the Elks. We want our 
good works to be visible,’'said 
Jeff Coleman, the Grand Wiz¬ 
ard of the Royal Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan in Florida,: 


Graf 
quits 
Church 
to save 
on tax 

: From Deborah Collcutt 
IN FRANKFURT 

STEFFI GRAF, the German 
tennis player, is the latest to 
join a growing number of 
Roman Catholics leaving the 
Church to save on tax. accord¬ 
ing to media reports. 

South German Radio said 
that the tennis star, who once 
had a private audience with 
the Pope, had decided to leave 
the faith for financial reasons. 
She is estimated to owe the' 
Catholic Church £370.000 in 
back tax from the £7.6 million 
her’father moved abroad ille¬ 
gally to avoid paying revenue 
on earnings. 

Peter Graf, 58. was convict¬ 
ed of tax evasion in January ■ 
and is due to begin a 14-month " 
sentence at die end of this 
month. Since his arrest two 
years ago, his daughter, 28, 
has been trying to negotiate a 
reduction, in toe debt to the 
Church. - . V :; - 
...Members’of the Catholic 
and Eyangdical Churches in 
Germany: Have to pay be¬ 
tween 1.4 and 23 per cent of 
their gross-income in church 
tax The -rate ' depends on 
salary. Those unemployed or 
receiving welfare benefit are 
either' exempt or make a 
reduced contribution- 
- The tax is usually deducted 
at source and administered by 
the state, which charges the 
Church for the service. Regis¬ 
tration, however, is organised# - - 
by local parishes in assod-*' 
ation with the residents' regis- • 
nation office. Leaving the 
Church is relatively .simple, 
involving fitting in a form. 

■ After that it is impossible to 
marry or be christened in 
church or attend regular ser¬ 
vices. Rejoining .is more 
difficult and involves a per¬ 
sonal interview with, local 
dergy. .... 

Steffi Graf said in an 
interview a few years ago that 
she was a firm, believer, 
prayed regularly before im¬ 
portant tournaments aind of¬ 
ten accompanied her father to 
their local church in BrQhL in 
south-western. Germany, 
where - tire Grafs have a 
family villa.- 

When 18, she was inyvted. to 
the Vatican wifti'her younger 
brother. Michael, ’for 7 a pit 
vate. half-hour audience.with 
the Pope. At th& time: she was 
unable to play teimis because 
of an injury and was reported 
to have been encourage^ by 
the Pope’s words. V>. 

'.Ten years on. she.fa again 
unable to compete in tourna- 
'totnts because of.aimee 
injury many fear coujjjd: pie- . 

vent her playing professional¬ 
ly again. 

Since her father's : tax-eva¬ 
sion conviction- her niaiii: 
sponsors. Opal, BASF and 
Dunlop, have dropped hex A 
£4 million contract With 
Adidas runs outlhis year arid 
will not be renewed.- •• - 
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. Macpherson; nude 
pictures Staten 

Model iii 
‘toy boy’ 
claim 

From Giu&.WHrrrair 

I N LOS ANGELES . 

ELLE /MAOPHERSOR 
the Aostralfyin •' fashion 
model; is sting the lawyer 
of a dient accused of steal¬ 
ing nude pictures- of her 
and threateiung to publish 
them on the Internet. 1 

The - photographs were, 
taken mm Her Los Angeles 
home last month along 
with jewellery, cash and 
blank, cheques. Tiro men. 
who lafer ..demanded 
$60,000 (£36^00) for not 
publishing die pictures, 
were arrested by undercoW' 
er police yyhen they turned 
up at a rendezvous to 
collect the money. Michael 
Mischler, 29. and Ryan 
Holt 26, have been 
charged with burglary and 
extortion/ 

Mr Mischlert lawyer 
has said his client cannot 
be guilty of burglary as he 
claims he was an invited 
guest of Ms Maqpherson 
on the night in question 
and that she treated him as 
a “toy boy".' . 

Ms Macpherson denied 
ever meeting Mr Mischler 
and told a press conference 
on Tuesday that she is 
suing his- lawyer, Law¬ 
rence Young, tor defam¬ 
ation. 


wins ‘vote for 
peace’election 

By Sam Kiley, Africa correspondent 


CHARLES TAYLOR, the Li¬ 
berian .warlord, yesterday 
won through the ballot box the 
power he had tried to take by 
force. He received more than 
70 per cent of. the vote in an 
- election aimed at ending seven . 
years of civil war. 

Mr Taylor, 49, wbo. sparked, 
the war when he . invaded 
Liberia from neighbouring 
Ivory Coast in December 1989. 
inherits a country on which he 
inflicted drug-using child sol¬ 
diers. Liberia's war has cost- 
150,000 lives and forced more 
than half the 2J5 million 
. population from their homes. - 
But its most frightening legacy . 
i is the tens of thousands- of 
young .fighters whose trau-. 
made and bizarre war experi¬ 
ences have left-many deeply 
troubled. ' 

Human rights-groups have 
given warnings that democra¬ 
cy in Liberia will have to .be 
. matched with intensive efforts 
to reJiabilitaie the child 
soldiers. ■ 

A West African peacekeep¬ 
ing force led by Nigerian 
troops fanned out across' Libe- • 
ria — sub-Saharan -Africa’s 
first independent nation, 
founded by freed American 
slaves in 1847—to ensure that 

About 500 electoral "o^^rv- 
ers said yesterday that the 
elections had been “free and 
fair" although many illiterate 
voters needed help to fill out 
iheir ballot papers. The turn- ' 
out- was 'overwhelming — 
600.000 of the 700,000 regis¬ 
tered voters took part in what 
was seen as an “election for ■ 
peace”. 

Mr Taylor’s nearest rival. 


Ellen Johnstm-Sirleaf. won 
just over 9per cent of the vote 
and after initially suggesting 
tharthe polls had been rigged, 
promised to mount a vigorous 
parliamentary opposition to 
bis All Liberian Coalition 
: Party. 

Mr Taylor’s success was 
being ascribed to two factors. 
International observers said 
many Liberians feared thai if 
. he failed to win at the polls, he 
would return to war. He also 
won over supporters by issu¬ 
ing an apology to the nation 
for the war when he cast his 
ballot last Saturday. “Taylor 
came across as the only person 
who would be strong enough 
to unite the factions.” one 
European diplomat said. 

Ecomog. the West African 
peacekeeping force, will con¬ 
tinue to oversee the disarma¬ 
ment of Liberia's many 
factions as pan of a peace 
agreement — the fourteenth 
since 1990 — which led to the 
polls. Foreign aid groups have 
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Taylor received more 
than 70 per cent of vote 
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From Inigo Gilmore in Johannesburg 
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JUST as the' "gravy train” 
furore over "high salaries; 
seemed to have subsided. 
South. Africa^ political elite, is 
being accused of-upgrading — ' 
to the “gravy pbantf*. 

Opposition pdlititiatis have 
expressed outrage^ over .'nett 
week’s exodus of . Thabo 
Mbdd, the Deputy President, 

^ ten Cabinet ministers, two 
* deputies and more than I0G 
officials on a mass junket to 
Washington; where they will * 
be indulged by A1 Gore, the 
Vice-President, ; ’and. other 
American counterparts.’all’of- 
whom they last saw only five 
months ago. . •; - J -_ 

The mass decampme n t Is 
occasioned , by what officials^ 
called the fourth half-yearly 
meeting of the US-South Afri¬ 
ca btnational commission, co¬ 


chaired by Mr Mbela and Mr 
Gore. But on closer inspection 
. it is, in fact the fifth roeetiiig, 

; and what, the ministers of 
housing, waop-affairs, agri¬ 
culture rad .labour,. among 
others, will be-up to when the - 
. only iipjoriternon the agenda, 
is setting up a committee to. 
deal with defence is anyone’s 
guess. '■ 

Tony Leon, the opposition 
Dertibcratic Party leader, is 
furious: "I think there is a 
great Tendency [in the Govern¬ 
ment] to ffy overseas rather 
'.than' tackle problems , at 
home," he said. "It adds 
excitement ' to "ihe job, iio 
doubt” 

\ . It was excitement engen¬ 
dered by South Africans parti- 
-dparion in the Atlanta Olym¬ 
pics that led several ministers 


and their officials to swap 
briefcases for sun hats, and 
there is concern that this may 
have started a trend.. 

The big pay packages, rad 
; lucrative ptirks accorded to tile 
. new political elite prompted 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu to 
accuse senior politicians and 
others of stopping the gravy 
tram "just long enough to get 
on it". Mr Mbeld has person¬ 
ally been linked to several 
exorbitant functions. 

Clearly President Man¬ 
dela’s call for his colleagues to 
tighten their belts has been 
ignored. A conservative esti¬ 
mate of the travel and five-star 
hotel bills for the latest big¬ 
spending trip exceeds 
£250,000. Ministers will also 
have chauffeur-driven cars at 
their disposal. 
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begun crying to reintegrate 
child soldiers into sod cry. bur 
as one commented yesterday: 
"It’s difficult to maintain disci¬ 
pline in a classroom if half the 
kids are killers and have 
known absolute power.” 

Further signs of discord 
were reported by Liberia’s 
vigorous press, which said 
that many members of the 
Krahn ethnic group in the 
former government army 
were worried that they would 
be purged after the victory of 
their former enemies. 

Furthermore. al-Haji Kro- 
mah, a warlord who fought 
against Mr Taylor, daimed 
rfiar there had been serious 
irregularities in the elections. 

“This was no election,” said 
Mr Kromah, who was former¬ 
ly an ally of Mr Taylor. "The 
elections that we see here 
are maned with numerous 
things: some very illogical, 
some directly offensive to the 
election proreedings. All com¬ 
bine to show that we are 
making a big mockery of 
democracy and this result is 
totally unacceptable,” he said. 
□ Bamako: The ruling Alli¬ 
ance for Democracy (Adema) 
in Mali swept elections which 
were bqycolted by most oppo¬ 
sition parties, the electoral 
commission announced. 

Based on returns from 50 of 
Mali's 55 electoral districts, 
Adema won 110 of the 147 
legislative seats contested in 
the vote on Sunday, while 
moderate opposition parties 
won five, the national electoral 
commission said. Turnout 
was 12 per cent in Bamako, the 
capital, and 22 per cent 
elsewhere. (AFP) 



yndi Lauper. whose hits include Girls Just Want to Have Fun , performing at 
ew York’s Radio City Music Hall. She told the audience she is expecting a boy 


West’s 
bid to 
cut child 
labour 
backfires 

From Christopher Thomas 


INTERNATIONAL efforts to 
save Indian children from 
toiling on carpet looms are 
threatening to become a 
disaster for the people they 
are meant to help. 

The centuries-old hand¬ 
made rug industry* providing 
vital income to some of the 
world's poorest people, is 
suffering because of well- 
intentioned but often mis¬ 
guided foreign intervention. 

Indian rugs — as well as 
those from Pakistan and Ne¬ 
pal — are becoming stig¬ 
matised because of the helief 
that they are produced by 
young, forced labour. Almost 
every rug made in South Asia 
has an element or child labour 
in it. but most child weavers 
work for their parents on 
small family looms set into 
the mud floors of their village 
huts. 

There is little choice for 
poor children but to vvorL if 
the)’ were not on looms they 
would be down mines, iii 
glass or fireworks factories, at 
garage workshops, stone 
quarries and brick kilns, or 
producing bidis (thin ciga¬ 
rettes! rad matches in danger¬ 
ous conditions. 

The biggest impact on the 
carpet industry has come 
from a project called Rug- 
mark. under which carpets 
supposedly free of child lab¬ 
our are specially labelled. 
The scheme, relying on in¬ 
spectors. is mainly to reas¬ 
sure Western buyers, but is 
nearly impossible to enforce. 

Rug mark is backed hv Uni- 
cef and a number of promi¬ 
nent foreign charities. 
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Dr Thomas Stuttaford 

on the benefits of 
wearing sports shoes; 
patterns of weight gain; 
life after the 
menopause; male 
infertility; and the 
risks of taking steroids 


Trainers can 
keep your 
feet healthy 


T hirty years ago a foreign corres¬ 
pondent, newly appointed to 
London, was told by his news 
editor that he could determine all 
he needed to know about a male Briton's 
character and class by looking at his shoes 
and socks. 

Now that Britain is becoming a 
classless society his successors would find 
it difficult to label a man after a glance at 
his feet. Trainers are now universally 
accepted informal wear for younger 
people of both sexes and all backgrounds. 
In most traditional professions trainers 

would still be viewed with _ 

disdain by senior colleagues at 
work, but they are accepted in 
advertising, television and any 
job where a uniform appear¬ 
ance is of less importance than 
comfort. 

The best trainers provide 
varying levels of air cushion¬ 
ing in the sole, which protects 
joints from the repetitive jar¬ 
ring which can lead to arthri¬ 
tis. They offer support to the 
ankle but their flexible, air- 
permeable uppers also allow 
ventilation so that the skin ” 
between the toes does not become soggy 
and a haven for fungi. The inside of 
trainers can be readily sprayed with a 
fungicide such as Daktarin. which keeps 
athlete's foot at bay. 

The support a trainer offers to the three 
arches of the foot, as well as to the ankle, 
should reduce the incidence of one of the 
most tiresome of foot conditions—plantar 
fasciitis. The plantar fascia is a thick layer 
of fibrous connective tissue which lies 
beneath the skin and is attached to the 
heel bone at one end and. after running 
under the longitudinal arch of the sole of 
the foot, to rhe base of the toes at the other. 
In plantar fasciitis the fascia under the 
heel becomes inflamed and painful. 


‘They 
support 
the three 
arches of 
the foot 
and ankle* 


Dishan Singh, senior lecturer of the 
Foot and Ankle Unit of the Royal National 
Orthopaedic Hospital. Stanmore. west 
London, together with John Angel, a 
consultant orthopaedic surgeon at the 
hospital. Professor George Bentley, also 
from Stanmore, and Professor Saul Tre¬ 
vino. of Houston, Texas, have recently 
reviewed the diagnosis and treatment of 
plantar fasciitis in the British Medical 
Journal. 

Doctors see so many cases of plantar 
fasciitis, the most common cause of heel 
pain, that they tend to assume that 

_ everyone with a painful heel 

suffers from it. The condition 
can be confused with Reiter'S 
Syndrome, a sexually trans¬ 
mitted complaint, ankylosing 
spondylitis, a stress fracture of 
the heel bone, an infection of 
the bone, damage to the nerves 
leading to the foot or, in older 
people. Pagers Disease or 
tumours. 

A patient with plantar 
fasciitis will notice an increas¬ 
ingly severe pain under their 
_ heel bone. The pain is worst in 
the morning, so that when the 
sufferer gets out of bed he has to limp. 
Provided that he does not do anything too 
vigorous, the pain soon lessens. But it 
returns with a vengeance if he jogs, plays 
tennis or cricket, goes hiking or even 
walks too vigorously along the pavement 
The authors of the report suggest that 
this morning pain is characteristic of 
plantar fasciitis, whereas other causes of 
heel pain do not get better once the patient 
is up and about. Similarly, if the pain 
persists throughout the night a doctor's 
suspicions should be aroused in case there 
may be some other cause. 

Some people are at increased risk of 
developing plantar fasciitis. Those who 
usually live a sedentary life, but suddenly 
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The clue to 
health is 
lii the size 
of the waist 

A PATIENT, carrying a 
copy of the Italian magazine 
Oggt, tells me that Italian 

men greatly admire a^«« 

intrigued bf QanSla.i^^^ 
of publishing below4he4»U 

photographs of famous and 
tins week has pictures of 
Mrs Parker Bo wies and of 
Diana, Princess of Wales. 

Mis Parker Bowtes looks 
athletic and muscular, tf. 

somewhat broad. On the 

other hand, although seemingly 
modi slimmer, the Pnitcess- 

has been putting on weight 
anwnd her lower abdom en. ~ . 

In the long term these different 
: of weight gain may 


Camilla Parker Bowies looks athletic and muscular, if somewftat broad—a pattern of weight dial may notbe imheaitify 


Doctors are concerned as _ 
to bow and where weight is put 
on. There is overwhelming 
evidence to support the theory 
that if excess weight is 
carried centrally, characterised., 
by the development of a 
heavy chest and abdomen while. 
the limb s remain skinny, the 
patient has an Increased risk of- 
developing heart disease. 

hypertension and some forms of 
diabetes. This risk becomes 
.much more apparent onoe the 
. ; abdominal girth exceeds the 
■ Kip measurement 

^British research in 1995 
^Suggested that men should aim 
tokcep their waist 

to nrtder37in. 

: and Women to under 31b.. 

More recently, Canadian - 
. doctors suggested this is too • 

. stringent .men's waists are 
acceptable at40In and there 
. fea c om spopding increase for 
women.' .• '..... - • 


become exercise fanatics, may succumb to 
it as may those who put on a gross 
amount of weight and overstrain the 
complex structure of the foot. 

The most important aspect of treatment 
of plantar fasciitis is avoidance. Weight 
should be kept down and shoes should be 
well fitted and the soles adequately 
cushioned. 

Once symptoms have developed, a 
shaped insole, preferably not too hard, 
may help: this should be designed to 
maintain the inner longitudinal arch. 
Some patiems benefit from exercises to 
stretch the Achilles tendon, and a splint 
can be devised to keep it in a stretched 
state throughout the night. 

Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs 
are helpful as they relieve both pain and 
inflammation. Injections of steroids with 
or without a local anaesthetic is often 
useful, but there is a potential hazard as 
occasionally they can cause the fat 
beneath the skin to shrivel and atrophy. 
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The latest startling 
accessories, styled 
by Isabella Blow 


THE SUNDAY TIMES IS THE SUNDAY RAPERS 


A t the time of foe Roman 
Empire, the life expec¬ 
tancy of a woman was 
23 years and it was not until 
the late 19th century that more 
than one-third of women in 
Britian lived long enough to 
reach the menopause. Now a 
girl bom in Britain can expect 
to live to 7S, including a 27- 
year span after the meno¬ 
pause. 

Fortunately, treatments are 
available to alleviate the symp¬ 
toms of ovarian failure and 
these provide the essential 
hormones lost to those women 
who defy nature by living 
beyond their fifth decade. 

There have recently been 
several dramatic reports 
which have emphasised the 
disadvantages of hormonal 
replacement therapy (HRT), 
without stressing their enor¬ 
mous benefits. 

There seemed to be no better 
way of verifying the facts 
about HRT than by consulting 
the second edition of Gynae¬ 
cology, edited by Professor 
Robert Sha w, M r Patrick 
Soutter and Professor Stuart 


Stanton, as the book is rapidly.' 
becoming a standard refer- - 
ence work for doctors. 

Gynaecology includes a fas- 
cinating account of die “history 
of the menopause. The aver¬ 
age age at which a-woman's • 
period stops has been around 
50 since Roman times. Aristot¬ 
le. writing in the._ ' ■ 

6th century, discov¬ 
ered that the age 
was then 50, 100 .. 
years later Paulus 
Aegineta came to 
the same ' conclu¬ 
sion, as did HikJer.. 
gard in the 12th • 
century and Gfl- 
bertus Angelicas in'' 
the L3th century. 

There has however 
been some change 
in the past. 700 • 
years: official Brit- 
ish figures show that die 
average age of the menopause 
hereisnow51. 

Unlike foe time of the start 
of menstruation, race. did. 
poverty, wight and height do 
not affect the time of meno¬ 
pause. The average age of foe 


menopause As TKe‘.same in ' 
South Africa; or-,S6utfe'JGSnU 
singtori, A study a. .few: years 
ago showed foitfoerewas ah 
.exception ^wt^Kattrifoiiyed 
in foe islands ^fothe ncgfo of 
Scotland fiad ^ fater 'maidr 
-paose foatii foti^ahy^t&e 
else in the Worid^Jt fa kaown 
foat^na£a*^ca|'; 
' siifgexy/m paitfefo 

Eace, diet -• 


poverty/ 
weight 
height do 
not affect^ 
the timing 



smoking. 1 fages 


external 
on its 
cigarette 

_ Thqr do not specu¬ 
late oirwhy this is; 
but others have suggested.it 
’could- result from damage to 
the ovarian blood supply. : . • 
.Since Gynaecology went to, 
press there .has been a report' 
in the Journal ofthe American 
Medical Association that alco¬ 
hol even in modest amounts. 


increases oestrogen levels in 
women taking HRT but not, 
fob particular survey showed, 
in women ..not on hormone 
replacement Previous studies 
have., suggested that alcohol 
-mcreases oestrogen levels in 
^ ^wofoeri. sb>it is possible that 
- Scottish islanders’ late 
menopause. may not be so 
modi related to Darwinian 
_ natural selection. but to. foie 
. ayajatwSfyjpf whisky. ... 

'' &' foe long term, increased 
levSs of oestrogen, from wher¬ 
ever, they have been, derived, 
reduced instancies' of osteopo¬ 
rosis, heart, disease, seiifle de¬ 
mentia, genital and urethral 
atrophy, so that; patients not 
only live longerbutare happier 
and brighter. The di5advaih 
of HRT^.are that it 
occasions an increase in foe 
incidence of cancer of ihe 
breast and. to aJessesfcxtent, 
uterus, and that a properrtion of 
patients find that mood rivings 
before foe mnnfofybJred when. 
they are taking progestagens 
hre unacceptable 
Gynaecology is _ published by , 
Churchill Livingston, price El IS. 


Why men 
need to be 
pampered 

FARM ERS have never 
had any doubts about the 
importance of looking 
after the sires on their farm. 
The bull, boar and stallion 
were cosseted both physically 
and mentally. Doctors did 
not learn from their rural 
patients, and when 
discussing fertility usually 
assumed the cause rested 
with the woman. 

In an increasing 
number of infertile 
partnerships, the state of 
the male sperm is 
responsible. The origins of 
the trouble have usually been 
thought to be physical 
and when a low sperm count 
is found questions are 
asked as to a possible history 
of mumps, sexually 
transmitted diseases, some 
forms of chronic cough 
and nasal congestion.and 
other Alnesses. The 
wearing of tight clothing, 
working in very hot 
surroundings or even having 
too plump a mother with 
high-dirulating oestrogen 
levels have also been 
blamed, as has foe taking of 
drugs, whether medically 
prescribed such as steroids or 
socially such as tobacco 
and excessive alcohol. 
Spermatogenesis may also 
be influenced by trauma, 
whether surgical or from 
exposure to industrial 
chemicals. 

A remit edition of foe 
Journal ofAndrology. 
however, reports that 
psychological stress can also 
affect the mortality of 
sperm and their ability to 
swim determinedly 
towards the ovum, 
particularly if it is the " 
death of a dose relative. It 
could be argued that men. . 
like bulls, need to be well fed. 
emotio na lly pampered 
and protected from injury, 
physical or mental. 


ARTHUR and ^'ictoria Mo 
Connell, of Abingdon in Ox¬ 
fordshire, are campaigning 
for greater awareness of the 
risk of contracting'ChickBnpdx , 
while taking steroids. 

They claim that ' their ’ 
daughter. Lexie, would never 
have died if they had been- 
told of this possibly lethal 
combination, and If they had ■ 
known they would have token- 
precautions to keep Lexie 
away from anyone with the 
disease. . '* .' 


Protection =; * >cha “ his 

fVvr* v.- * would, beaptiyJfLexie’s 

J-Mt-UCllla. . ease was allowed to detract 
v« from the huge benefit that 

onsteroias ; thousands of people - with a 

wide-range of diseases derive' 
from: steroid therapy. Steroid 
. . drugs cause well recognised 

includes those on steroids^sid&effects; wjiich inoccasion- 
and therefore jssy 'aliases am tie severe, but they 

to-chickenpax, can bepnitet^'toe.frequendy!^saving and 
ed by having ayectionsaftier.-.Ztheir ase represents one of the 
they have been irt contactwith'*,- great advances of medicine in 


to be 

immsih&suppressed — which 
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Lunch is not 
for wimps 

Tunku Varadarajan gets 
New York food-phobes to 
rediscover their appetites 


CaMn Klein is just one of the couture labels to be found at Oxfam shops. There is a rapid turnover of designer clothes in charity shops, where outfits sell for a fraction of their original price 


-hand is chic 


B SLt^for n SS Thrijft-shop threads are about making a fashion statement Bill Frost 
with demand forsec- reports on how the charity shop has become part of the culture of cool 

ond-hand chic fast outstrip^ 


ping supply. . : " r . 

In the Nineties, the.number 
of charity shops' mi our high 
streets has risen'hy tvfiiHhirds. 
to more than 5,000 and'turn-' 
over has doubled to almost . 
£300 million a year, according 
to the market research com¬ 
pany MinteL “Every indicar 
tion is, that • second-hand 
clothes buyingis growingfast' 
among sodo«ipnomic ABs; 1 ’- 
said a spokeswoman. . 

Oxfam saw sales increase 
by 5 per cent last year to £56 ' 
million. earning the charity a : 
profit of £15 million.- Such is 
the current level of business; 
there tire plans now to impcur - 
second-hand designer dothes ; 
from Europe. _ ’ ' 

To the ill-disguised inita- ’ 
tion of the National Chamber : 
of TYade. whidi represents ' 
high-street chains, charity 
shops are given-trading ad¬ 
vantages. They-get relief qn ; 
business rates and do not have’ 
to pay income tax or VAT on 
donated goods. • . > 

The chamber's loss is the - 
bargain hunter's'gain. All it. 
takes to create the cheapest of 
outfits is imagination and the 
time to sort through the prizes. 

When the rich and fashion¬ 
able make mistakes, they do ii 
in style. Imagine splashing out 
£3.000 on a Versace number 
and wearing it just oncebefore : 
realising that the colour didn't 
quite suit Each dress bn the 
charity shop rail tells a stoiy of 1 
rejection: Kenzo, Lacroix, Dior 
and Chanel bought andaban- : 
denied on a whim. Indeed, 
from SW3 to Cheltenham. 


and among those who used to 
bandy designer labels about 
the fashionable names to men¬ 
tion are Sue Ryder, Oxfam 
arid Bamanfos. Thrift shops 
are tire pastures new where a 
cast-bff helps to create a 
wealthier wardrobe. 

‘ -The model Iris Palmer, who 
struts the : catwalks wearing 


clothes. “You are picking up 
on their experiences, too. If 
you have on something slinky 
you bought from a charity 
shop, just stop and think what 
kind of sexy time they had 
wearing it" 

Anita Pallenberg, actress, 
partner of at least three Roll¬ 
ing Stones and reformed junk- 



George Mefly and Iris Palmer at the launch of Cheap Date 


couture clothes, travels far and 
wide in her search for charity- 
shop chic Her happiest hunt- 


from Harrogate to Ecfinburgh, \ mg ground is the Sue Ryder 
and Oxford to Bath, yester shop m Bouiton-on-the-Water, 


day's creations are being 
tossed aside in . favour or 
tomorrow's-extravagance. 

Such profligacy has fuelled 
Britain’s fesffistgrowing fash¬ 
ion phenomenon — charity- 
shop chic Bargain hurters 
scour the high-street rails now 
when once they would-'have 
recoiled from the ;stigtna of 
wearing sxond-hand derthes. 

The dowdy frocks arid dun- 
coloured j'adcecs have ‘gone 


Gloucestershire. 

. Her latest prire — a slinky 
red top — cost less than £10, a 
fraction of the initial price. “I 
would imagine the original 
owner paid well over £200 for 
this and hardly wore it As you 
can see, it is almost new." . 

Ms Palmer^ mission is to 
“spread the word that thrift 
threads are part of the culture 
of cool’VShe has no qualms 
about wearing , other people's 


This little ad could 
make a big difference 
to your mortgage. 


ie, now has a new addiction: 
second-hand style. “It's a bit 
like taking drugs or drinking. 
I roam around and get off on 
the fact that I can find some¬ 
thing cheap. Whenever 1 get 
that compulsion to make my¬ 
self feel better, I go to the 
second-hand shop. The other 
day I went out at 2pm and at 
5pm 1 was still in that shop, 
rummaging and 'talking. Ifs 
part of my thing." 

When she was the compan¬ 
ion of Jagger. Jones or Rich¬ 
ards. Ms Pallenberg wore her 
designs’ labels once before 
consigning them to the ward¬ 
robe of history. Now she buys 
from rbe charity shop and then 
returns the frock. 

Joan Kirk, manager of the 
Sue Ryder Foundation shop 
on Kings Road, is almost blas£ 
about her slock. “We can offer 
a marvellous selection any day 
of the week — remember that 
the clothes we are given come 
from people in Chelsea and 
Belgravia, an amazing catch¬ 
ment area. They tend only to 


have been worn once and are 
always dry cleaned before 
being donated. 

“Today. I can show you a 
Jasper Conran skirt [£30. price 
nerw £300]; Yves Saint Laurent 
suede trousers [a fraction of 
the original cost]; an Aqua- 
scutum dress: a Cerruti man’s 
suit; or an Armani man’s suit" 

In Oxfam’s shop in Kings 
Road, the tills are ringing as 
never before as bargain hunt¬ 
ers ravage the rails. Pat 
Drever, one of the volunteer 
counter staff, boasts an embar¬ 
rassment of designer labels. 

“Kenzo, Katherine Ham¬ 
nett. Nicole Farhi, Edina 
Ronay, Lagerfeld and Kurt 
Geiger shoes at £25 — the 
original purchaser paid ten 
times that amount. Let’s see 
what else we have ... Boss 
suits for men. Hardie Amies, 
Thomas Pink shirts. 

“Obviously prices vary — if 
you are talking a Bruce 
Oldfield ballgown, expect to 
pay about £300 — but every¬ 
thing has been dry cleaned — 
we don’t want any dirty 
clothes in the shop. 

“Designer labels do not 
hang around for long — there 
is a very rapid turnover and 
yet we are not the posh end of 
Kings Road — the shop is 
opposite a council estate. We 
get all sorts here, from Sloanes | 
to people who don’t appear to 
have their bus fare." 

Charity style is nor one of 
those London-only fads 
though, says Lady Ryder, 
whose foundation runs 573 
shops. “We have always 
aimed to look upmarket, even 
in the poorest areas. And 
people are incredibly gener¬ 
ous, we have hardly worn 
designer dothes on the rail all 
over the place besides the 
capital: Cheltenham. Harro¬ 
gate, Aldeburgh and so on." 

Cheap Date . a style maga¬ 
zine launched last month, is 
set to become the thrift chic 
bible. “If you love second-hand 
stuff, especially dothes, then 
this is for you." says the 
Editor, Kira JolifTe. 

“What origmaUy inspired us 
is the freedom that second¬ 
hand buying, or at least get¬ 
ting things cheap, can provide. 
It’s a cliche, butyou don’t need 
a lot of money to look sexy, 
glamorous and cool. We all 
make some duff decisions, but 
at least they were cheap. And 
then there are the real tri¬ 
umphs — just look at this 
dress lm wearing." 

The figure-hugging choco¬ 


late brown silk evening dress 
is “to die for”, says one female 
onlooker at the Notting Hill 
launch party for Cheap Date. 

“Well not really." says Kira. 
"This is a Forties dress, which 
cost me £20. Originally, it cost 
about £400. Goodness knows 
what that is in today's prices 
but that’s what thrift chic is all 
about — making a fashion 
statement and buying a bar¬ 
gain all at the same tune." 

Minnie Weisz, deputy art 
editor and photographer. 


shines in the basement gloom. 
Her “little red dress — Sue 
Ryder, of course" — appears to 
have been made to measure. 

“This isnt my favourite, 
though.” she says. “I got this 
amazing Christian Dior green 
dress for £6 the other day. The 
original owner paid £600. 

"That's the excitement of the 
hunt — lo find a real treasure 
that has a history. Who knows 
the fun that the woman who 
wore this before me may have 
had? You are wearing a piece 
of someone's life and that is 
really exciting. What's more 
you have only paid a fraction 
of the price and that's even 
more exciting." 


I live ami work in New 
York and J'm a wicked, 
wily. taMunged. lan- 
nin-tongued. meat-eating, 
caffeine-quaffing subver¬ 
sive in a suit. 

Let me explain. 1 was at 
lunch the other day. I won’t 
say with whom, but the 
occasion was styled as a 
"working lunch". In New 
York, working lunches are 
frugal affairs, where people 
strive to interest each other 
in ideas, marketing plans, 
visions for the future, that 
sort of thing. 

That, of course, is not my 
idea of lunch at ail. Claret 
should always 
come first for. in 
America. a ‘TV* 

“Cally Cab 
Sauv*T. Clarity fir-i 

can go to heiLor 1 1 ' 
to the next table. 1 ? a Kl 

I arrived at 
the restaurant a fa a 

few minutes *“■& 

late, to find my + 

hosts already Sla 

seated, sipping ^ 

battled water. SITI 

They greeted 
me warmly, but 
showed no sign of calling 
for a wine list or beckoning 
a sommelier, in fact, they 
decanted water into my 
glass and hit me with that 
ghastly, virtuous smile 
bom of drinking loo much 
fizzy HiO and" too little 
vino. 

Unable to bear the tor¬ 
ment after a sip or two. I 
blurted out: “I'd like some 
wine please, if it's not 
against the rules." Host A. 
a dean-cut chap with a 
Kirk Douglas jaw, looked 
startled, his gaze spinning 
to meet the eyes of Host B. 
a frizzy-haired Bette Midler 
iookalike. "Oh, of course," 
he said, with slighdy de¬ 
layed gradousness. 

There followed a star¬ 
tling metamorphosis. As 
the wine list came, and 1 
studied it, a liberating 
breeze blew across our 
table. Kirk and ‘Bette decid¬ 
ed, "what the heck”, they’d 
have some, too. They 
looked at me with what 1 
took to be thankfulness, a 


Tm the 
first to 
light up a 
fag and 
start to 
smoke’ 


mucho gracias fur leading 
them astray. 

Next, we examined our 
menus. Grilled tuna salad 
for Kirk. Caesar salad for 
Bette. “I'll have a sirloin 
sieak.” I declared. “Medi¬ 
um rare." Once again, my 
choice appeared to free 
them from their cage of 
lettuce leaves. Purring in 
unison, they plumped for 
the steak as well- 

My. my. I thought, what 
power f wield over these 
two repressed specimens of 
urban American life. But 
there was more. Come cof¬ 
fee time, both abandoned 

plans to drink 
decaf and went 

the for I * ic h ar ti" 

core stuff. 
tO Again. I was the 

exemplar. 

■ m 0 Kirk and 
a Bette are New 

mr J York archetypes 

— people burst- 
1. + n ing to be had - 

L LU and no one 

1 , bursts more 

Kc than the closet 

smoker. At ev- 
" ery party I’ve 

been to. I’m always the first 
to pull the packet fmm the 
pocket, tap that evil cigar¬ 
ette out. and smoke. There 
is a gentle clearing of 
throats, some dirty looks 
and, occasionally, an open 
admonition. 

Yet always, there are 
people who sidle up to me 
and say “Hey, psst... got 
another cigarette?" Meet 
the doset smokers, who 
long to light up but never 
dare lest a boll of anti¬ 
smoking wrath smite them 
on the head. I always give 
them a fag or two and their 
reaction is akin to that of 
freed slaves towards a 
kindly master. 

I have not been beatified 
yet But there are now 
hundreds of New Yorkers 
who remember me in their 
prayers every night. For I 
have given them red meat 
and wine, and blessed 
them with my cigarettes, f 
have rescued them from 
tyranny and given them a 
new lease of life. 


II 
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The tough 
truths of 
Dearing 

David Blunkett on economic 


realities in further education 


E ducation is this Gov- 
errynent's top priority. 
This is why we are 
prepared to take the difficult 
decisions to invest in our 
future. Since die early 1960s 
higher education in this coun¬ 
try has changed beyond recog¬ 
nition. Thirty years ago. one in 
20 young people entered high¬ 
er education. Today, the figure 
is one in three. More than half 
of all stu dents are mature 
students and just over a third 
are pan-timers. At the same 
time, public funding per stu¬ 
dent has fallen by about 25 per 
cent over the past decade. 

Our university system is in 
crisis. Our competitors in 
North America and the Far 
East have more young people 
going into higher education. 
Clearly the State should make 
its contribution and will con¬ 
tinue to do so. Bur ir is right, 
too, that the costs should be 
shared with those who benefit 
most, the graduates. The same 
level of funding for students 
roday as existed in the 1970s 
would cost the taxpayer £4 
billion more per year. If we 
were to expand access towards 
a participation rate of 40 per 
cent, approaching American 
and Canadian levels, it would 
cost us an extra E 2 billion. 
Taken together, these de¬ 
mands would add _ 

3p to the basic rate 
of income tax. CoSti 

The last Govern¬ 
ment capped the ex- be Sn2 

pansion of higher , 

ed ucarion and creat- IDOSl 

ed the present mix 
of loans, grants and UC1,C 

parental contribu- grad 

tiorts. Fn doing so, ° 

they failed to ad¬ 
dress the financial 
implications. 

However, the Conserva¬ 
tives. with all-party agree¬ 
ment, acknowledged there 

was a problem and estab¬ 
lished the Dearing inquiry. 
His solution and our preferred 
option — which builds on it — 
achieve the goals of maintain¬ 
ing quality, increasing access 
and ensuring that no one is 
denied entry to higher educa¬ 
tion because of their financial 
circumstances. Our solution 
reflects the graduate's earn¬ 
ings of the future, not the 
circumstances of today's 
student. 

Everyone has accepted that 
the status quo is not an option. 
That is why we have agreed to 
decisive action. 

The Dearing report yester¬ 
day recognised that we cannot 
afford to improve or expand 
higher education with present 
funding arrangements. It con¬ 
cluded that students should 
share both the investment and 
rhe advantages which can be 
gained from higher education. 

For that reason the Govern¬ 
ment accepted Dealing's case 
for further expansion of access 
to higher education — and the 
role That further education can 
play in this. We welcome 
proposals for widening partic¬ 
ipation. including the empha¬ 
sis on those groups which are 
under-represented. It is al¬ 
ways worth reminding our¬ 
selves that adults in further 
education and part-time stu¬ 
dents in higher education al¬ 
ready pay ah average of 25 per 
cent towards fees and receive 
virtually no maintenance sup¬ 
port. Compared with other 
countries we offer full-time 
university’ students relatively 


Costs must 
be shared by 
those who 
benefit the 
graduates 


O ur plans will afso in¬ 
clude two other fea¬ 
tures. First, we will 
make available a supplemen¬ 
tary hardship loan of £250 per 
year to those who need it 
Second, e will consider ways of 
encouraging people to become 
teachers or donors, with the 
possibility of government bur¬ 
saries. Other employers will 
wish to examine similar 
schemes. 

The decisions we took yes¬ 
terday are tough but fair. Our 
proposals wifi mean more 
money for universities. The 
Government will ensure that 
savings are used to improve 
quality, standards and oppor¬ 
tunity for all in further and 
higher education. 

We have been prepared to 
take difficult decisions. These 
are proposals from a Govern¬ 
ment which is prepared to 
plan ahead for the next 20 
years. We know that we can¬ 
not defer action to another 
generation. 

Building on the Dearing 
report we will establish a 
higher education system that 
will be good for students, for 
parents, for the universities, 
for business and for the future 
of our nation. 

The author is Education and 
Employment Secretary. 
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generous financial support. 

We have built on Dealing's 
proposals. Instead of a residu¬ 
al gram, students’ living costs 
will be covered by a mainte¬ 
nance loan of the same value 
as file current grant and loan 
package. An additional loan 
will be available to students 
equivalent to the tuition fee. 
We will, however, ensure that 
the poorest students do not 
have to pay fees. 

We are equally determined 
that there should be no up¬ 
front increase in parental con¬ 
tributions. Our response to 
Dearing ensures that fees and 
maintenance taken together 
do not place an increased 
burden on middle-income 
families. Parents at present 
are expected to contribute up 
to £ 2,000 for maintenance. 

Top-up tuition fees by indi¬ 
vidual universities would re¬ 
duce opportunities for many. 
They play no part in our 
proposals. 

In order to lessen the impact 
of repayments in the early 
years, we believe that they 
should extend for up to 20 
years, depending on the grad¬ 
uate’s income, and should be 
set at an affordable starting 
point and within a manage¬ 
able repayment schedule. This 
will replace the current "niort- 
_ gage-style" repay¬ 
ments with a fairer 
mist system. 

We are deter- 
ed by mined to ensure 

, that there is access 

Who to higher education 

v a. for all those who 

^ inc can benefit from it. 

a tes Increased access for 

— __ socio-economic 

groups D and E has 
been only half that of those 
with higher incomes over the 
past decade. We are equally 
determined that the quality 
and standard of teaching will 
be raised — and we will 
publish a White Paper on 
lifelong learning later this 
year bringing forward propos¬ 
als in response to the wider 
Dearing recommendations. 


LEAPER'S OFFICIAL PORTRAIT (Excwsivi) 


Back to 1066 and all tl 

7, " - • t s 

A la«^ f Labour initiated the first Hquidation 

are^ still ^adopting the of empire ; now the second has begun the United Kinedon^ic 


A s we approach the end of 
Labour's first hundred 
days, many commentators 
are still adopting the 
triumphalist mood of early May. 
That may be a mistake. Two issues 
have already emerged which could 
challenge the Governments stand¬ 
ing. Haw this Parliament develops 
wOI largely depend on the way these 
issues work out; they could decide the 
outcome of the next general election. 

The first is eoonomic. ff one leaves 
aside the abortive Labour Govement 
of 1924, every’ Labour Government 
has been defeated on economic 
issues. Labour won rhe election of 
1929 a few months before tire Wall 
Street crash: the electoral catastrophe 
of 1931 eventually followed- In 1945 
Labour won the postwar election; 
devaluation followed in 1949 and 
election defeat in 1951. Labour won at 
the top of the Maudling boom of 1964; 
devaluation came in 1967 and election 
defeat in 1970. Labour won in 1974 
when the Heaih-Barber boom was 
beginning to disintegrate; the IMF 
arrived in 1976. and election defeat 
followed in 1979. 

Labour tends to be elected at or 
near the top of the business cycle, not 
because the electorate is suffering but 
because it is feeling confident enough 
to take the Labour risk. As the cycle 
turns down, the electorate comes to 
regret its choice; Labour is blamed 
for the downturn. So far. every 
Labour Government has seen unem¬ 
ployment higher at the end of its term 
than it was at the beginning. The 1997 
election fits this pattern only too well. 
If May 1 was not die actual top of this 
business cycle, it was within a few 
days of it; since the election there 
have already been three increases in 
interest rates. 

Last Monday three independent 
economists told the Gammons Trea¬ 
sury Select Committee that they 
thought there was a serious risk of 
recession next year. Gavyn Davies, 
the chief economist of Goldman 
Sadis, who i» an adviser to Gordon 
Brown, said rhar the Bank of Eng¬ 
land is “risking overkill", though he 
is himself in favour of further interest 
rate increases. The Bank is almost 
certain to push interest rates too high. 
The first experiment in Bank inde¬ 
pendence cannot be allowed ro fail, at 
least so far as the Bank is concerned. 
Success will be measured by the 
control of the inflationary pressures 
which undoubtedly exist. If there 
should be a mild recession in 199S. 
that will be success from the Bank’s 


point of view, but soft landings are 
not easy to achieve. The 3DM pound 
is already damaging British exports, 
and threatening jobs. 

By the middle of this Parliament 
unemployment will probably again 
be on the rise. The overvaluation on 
Wall Street, and to a lesser extent of 
the London stock market, may well 
be followed by a sharp correction. 
The Conservatives will say; “We left 
Labour the strongest economy in SO 
years, and Labour has ruined it" 
Labour could pay a high political 
price for any "overkill" by the Bank. 

. However the business cycle, or its 

postwar equivalent _ 

after 1945. is the __ 

lesser of the two 11 /fZl 

threats. Labour Ii/' /// 

could certainly re- —T r 

cover from a mfld D 

recession in 1998 
and still win com¬ 
fortably in 2001 . - ■■ — —- 

The greater prob¬ 
lem is “the question of England". 
Listening to the committee and report 
stage debates on the Referendum Bill 
in the House of Lords, I have been 
amazed by the insouciance with 
which the Government has been 
treating the English reaction to 
constitutional change. 

In August 1947, the Attlee Govern¬ 
ment gave India independence, sub¬ 
ject to partition. It was a butcherly 
job, presided over with his usual 
reckless glamour by Mountbatten: it 
left India with the permanent prob¬ 
lem of partition, created a divided 
Pakistan, which could not hold 
together, resulted in a million or 
more deaths in communal riots and 
marked the effective end of the 
British Empire. The liquidation took 
50 years to complete with the 
handover of Hong Kong. The process 
was inevitable, and few - parts of it 
were as badly mishandled as India. 

In 1947, people only dimly foresaw 
that the whole empire would disap¬ 
pear, leaving only Bermuda and a 
few other islands. In 1956. Eden still 
fought the Sue 2 campaign to preserve 
Britain’s position in the Middle East: 
in the 1960s Wilson still wanted to 
stay “East of Suez". Even those who 
foresaw that the process would not 
come to an end before the complete 
liquidation of empire, assumed that it 


Rees~Mogg 


would still leave an independent 
United Kingdom, preserving the 
Monarchy, the sovereignty of Parlia¬ 
ment, and die unity of England. 
Scotland. Wales and Northern Ire¬ 
land. At the same time as the last 
major imperial territory has been 
handed over to China, this assump¬ 
tion of the survival of a core United 
Kingdom has been called into 
question. 

Scotland is to be given a referen¬ 
dum on a parliament and Wales on 
an assembly; the peace talks in 
Northern Ireland may lead to separa¬ 
tion; the divorce and possible remar- 

_ • • riage of the Prince 

of Wales has. 
* -v ’ ’ brought into.ques- 

r/ljyi - tion the future of the 
I Monarchy and the 

1 A /j/jyt Church of England; 

VLUVV the House of Com-. 

<JU mens has sacrificed 

— much of its power to 

Brussels, while the 
House of Lords is about to lose its: 
hereditary peers, ft took 50 years to 
liquidate die empire but it looks as if 
it might take only as many months to 
determine the liquidation of the 

United Kingdom. 

The economic and social forces 
which undermine the nation state 
may now be so strong that die • 
disintegration of the United King¬ 
dom is as unavoidable as was the 
liquidation of the empire itself. Yet 
one cannot expect the English people 
to like it. One would have to go bade 
before 1066 to reach a time when the 
English nation was as smalL as 
isolated or as weak as it-may shortly 
become. However this process may 
be judged as pan of British history— 
and British history may be coming to 
an end — it is. at least potentially, a 
great catastrophe for the English. 
When they realise what is happening 
— if it does happen — they may be 
very angry. 

I have recently been reading an 
excellent new book at contemporary 
Russia by Peter Truscott who is a 
Labour Euro-MP and a member of 
the delegation for relations with the 
Russian Federation. He calls his ' 
book Russia First: his thesis is that 
the breakup of the Soviet Union has 
created a new Russian nationalism. 
That seems a natural reaction. If the 


Magnus Unkfatcr 

asks: will Scots, 
flee Westminster? 

•- tt stijl do Jove the dubbabie side." 

I wrote Alan Clark in 1985 . “The 
. X swinging studded Pugin dot*? 
which exdude those unermded; the 
■ abundance of facilities; the deeply 
‘ -comfortable leather chairs at the 
’Silent’ end of the library, vvjiere one 
can have a sleep as deep and refresh¬ 
ing as under the eaves of the Oialet 
■ Caroline. - ." Ah. the discreet charm 
bf the House' of Commons, the best 

- club in London. The young Jeremy 
’ Thorpe loved the fact that yo^ still 

had a hook to hang your sword pn; 
tite older Jo Grimond confessed mat 
on a good day it was the most exciting 
place in. the world to be. 

But if power has been chopped 
from beneath your feet, is any of that 

- enough to seduce a would-be bade-, 
b^icher. however awestruck? From 

. today the p r os p ect becomes a harsh 
reality, for ahy MP at .Westminster 
*’ who represents a Scottish con^tt- 
-.' ..j. • uency. The White Paper on Scottish 

■ ■ , ■ k ..:. v : Revolution will go.rauch further than - 

rjAT *.)„j - - ^V»-.-• / toe friendly prospectus for a Welsh; 

.assembly which we saw earlier this 
"•' wedekrepresents a real tilt of power ; 

frt»n . .Lohdbh .to - Edinburgh; die 
:.ability-toframe legBlationand raise 
:• ' taxes wlD make the hew Parliament 

1' W '■ '.'; more'than just a tallting-shop. Most 

• M.: argument hitherto has been about the 

- -w ■^2„" ''Jikdy .impact on English. MPs. But 

.'the; real losers.will, be rhe existing 
•; v v V Scottish Members: 
find that the tiquidafranr of- - - Once a Scottish Parliament is- in 
e . has been followed b£; ah place; their ability to-effect change 
iseen and lapkFfr'quidamBt: of where-if really matters — in their 
nited Kingdani-itselL wgxcan 1 ocahconstituencies — will be all- but 
tabfy expectan “Engianffffrst” abashed:-Anything fo do with 
mheselndeed.isucb^a reaction -hospitlfls,-schools. social services, the 
ready, be seen in thfrConsCTva- . law; bureaucracy, planning, will be 
arty, which now-has no Mem- r emo v ed 'from, their sphere of influ- 
rf- Parliamentelected..from ence. What will be the point of 


7. - 

v-j.; ' 

* "»■.■-"*<■ '• 

English find that the liquidation- of 
empire , has been followed b£. ah 
unforeseen and rapid^tfquidatiofr of 
the United Kingdarrt rtself, wg^can 
. reasonably expect an “Engfancfffrsr 
reaction here. Indeed, -sucha reaction 
can already be seen in tifoConsaya- 
tive Party, which now-has no Mem¬ 
ber of- Parliament- elected.. from 


outside England, and therefore no • lobbying your Westminster MP if die 
non-English .United- r Kingdom 1 minister whose ear he claims to have 
presence. '. '- T.’.-r-; -\r_- ■; nO; lOTiger has jurisdiction where jt 


I am quite sympathetic to tiie.new 
Labour Government, and had be¬ 
come disifitisicmed' with- the jcdih 
Major Administratkto. YetVTony 


matter 5 ? Why bother to travel to 
-Jjondon to campaign for legal change 
if die power to do so is in tne-Scottish 
capital? Yoar MP may stDl be able to 


BlairY Government, certaipf^as one r ? ; jdiri irr debates qn Britain’s economic 
sees it in title Houseof Lords, seems to -policy or fomgnaffalrs. But are these 
have little sense of the scale of the " die areas where his voice will make 
constitutional problems. These are tiny. siy^frcantLdiffBrence? He will 
revolutionary issues- No one cap be,; become tm auzczriogly emasculated 
sure that the second Jiquidatioh:wi]I -figure,, for .whom his local electorate 
not be far more explosive; thaa.tiy* r ^Bgfrt pot'botherla turn out in 

first ..sigFuncanr numbers. .■ 

" 'x .r _ : l iThe' Hbure of Lords is a good 

O ne has to lode at the bibad’ >exarftple of' this, potential power 
rangeofpossibilitiesjnthe r'Yaaram. The pew SScottisfa Paflia- 
near future. In ten years; tnent will (to begin uith at any rat^ 
tunt the United -KH^dom havefooupper chamber. There are no 
may have survived. Lorr ^nglayyl. -pjansp for a revising : body,-and ihe 
might be sepaiated^frotn theoflrer.. Aarcfe will'thus lose, die ability to 
nations of die United; Kingdom^, atwnd or correcT Scottish legislation. 


though ,perhaps not from Walds/ 
England may fre just* province of 
Eurt^te. or jnfgtat haw left die 
European Union. The House of 
Commons may be reduced to therole 
of a provindal asseanMy. cn might 
have recovered its full sovereignly 
but over a tnuch smaliex oountiy. The 


; Ebr;5dottisH_ peers diis, is a major 
constitutional dilemma — it leaves 
them, asfnex- all, with not a lot to do. 
Sotoe of &em befieve there will have 
/to be some substitute; a “House bf 
laibds 1 ' has been mbbtedv^drawing on 
the Scottish great and good.. I don't 
rseehow,the: Scottish Parliament can 


Queen may still be oh the. throne, or . revisie itself," says Lord Fraser of 


Prince Charles might be reigning, 
with or vyidwut Queen Camilla, or he 
might have renounced the throne in 
favour of Prince Wfliiam. or England 
might be a republic. The Churdt of 
England. may have- been- disestab¬ 
lished. The House of Ipi^ may have 
some hereditary peers, or noriie, or 
might have been /democratised or 
evCT abolished. Thecharaeter.cpnsti- 
tutian and identity-erf England may 
have been wholly changed. 

The Government — itsdf predpmi- 
nantly Scottish—doesnotyetrealise 
how revolutionary these issues are 


Cannyilie. a former Scottish. Office 
miiiister.'. Blit, for the . moment at 
feast, diat is the way it will be. 

” _ • .' ‘ . 
r this' shift in the balance of 
I- power should go a long way 
towards answering what has 
^ fir been seen as "die Robin Cook 
question^. This asks iwhether die 
Foreign Seoetary, as an example of a 
C^ahet minister representing a Scot- 
tishQonstituCTKy.wduIdbe prepared 
to give up his Cominaps seat and sit 
in a Sctttnsh Rarliaihent In fact. Mr 
Cook is not a good example. His 


for the English. Nor is it emotionally ’ presmt -post will continue to have. 


or historically prepared to deal with 
them_This is not a bad Government, 
but equally it is not yet a mature one. 
It is approaching one of the climactic 
points of English history more in the 
spirit of the young Rath gait than die 
bid S hakespeare; “Anyone for devolu¬ 
tion?” is not an adequate question, 
particularly when the English will 
never even he asked it '' 


House hunt 


WITH the announcement of Phil 
Lader as the next American Am¬ 
bassador io London, ctaff at the 
embassy are cranking up their 
search for a house for him when he 

arrives. Brochures have been 
ordered and friends consulted 
about finding a suitable place. 

Previous Ambassadors have 
lived in Winfield House, in Re¬ 
gent's Park, built by the Wool- 
worth heiress Barbara Hutton in 
1936 and given fo America for use 
by its envoys. It needs an overhaul, 
however, so Lader must dump his 
kit-bag elsewhere for a while. 




dors, among others. “We will 
certainly not be renting anywhere 
near rhe other residences — the US 
does not believe in spending that 
son of money," said their press 
officer. A dignified town house 
with a decent garden in St John’s 
Wood would be ideal. 

The last American Ambassador 
ro arrive when Winfield House 
was being done-up was Walter 
Annenbere in 1969. Though he 
w ent on to become hugely popular, 
when he presented his credentials 
to rhe Queen in front of television 
cameras his grammar fell to 
pieces. He said he would be 
moving into his embassy “subject, 
of course, io some of the discomfi¬ 
ture as a resuli of a need for. uh. 
elements of refurbishment and 
rehabilitation". Lader. a dose 
friend of Clinton, can be relied 
upon for a snappier soundbite. 



Closing: Winfield House S<llcSMi tlciyS 


The embassy is not ruling out 
putting him in Brixron. Clapham, 
even Battersea, but is adamant 
about one particular address: Ken¬ 
sington Palace Gardens, home to 
the French and Russian Ambassa- 


8 EFORE he set about rebuilding 
the creaking structures of the Con¬ 
servative Pam yesterday. William 
Hague will have checked his notes 
from his last big reorganisations! 
effort. Ln 19SS, he was one of a four- 


DIARY 


man team recruited from rhe man¬ 
agement consultants McKinsey to 
launch the Campaign for Oxford to 
raise funds for the university. “He 
was extremely easy to get along 
with," says Dr Henry Drucker. di¬ 
rector of the Campaign for Oxford 
at the time. “But every time he left 
the room, his colleagues would say 
’that guy is going to be a Conserva¬ 
tive Prime Minister one day'." 
Apart from the nauseating re¬ 
marks. Hague w-raie the campa¬ 
ign's mission, statement and was 
regarded as a success. To date, the 
campaign has raised £342 million, 
the sort of small-change die Tories 
could use. 

• There may be an answer to the 
Tories conundrum of whether or 
not to put Michael Heseltine, MP 
for Henley, up /or c peerage. John 
Major is keen to hare him 
honoured for an immense perfor¬ 


mance in the last months of rhe 
Tory Government, yet promoting 
him to the Lords would precipitate 
a by-election which the Tories 
could do without for a year or two. 
W'hat about a knighthood, then? 
This would please Heseltine’s wife, 
Anne. who would become a Lady, 
while Sir Michael, knight of rite 
shires, could wait for a more conve¬ 
nient time fo move upstairs. 


Over and out 

FOLLOWING news of the aboli¬ 
tion of the annual cricket match be- 


** % " . 

■ •. * > 2 


Y S* - /, -J 


“Tve finally worked oat how 
to play WarnT 


tween Radley and Marlborough, 
fears are growing for an even more 
hallowed institution: the Eton- 
Harrow clash at Lords. This year 
the match was held after term was 
over and for the first time not a ball • 
was bowled, due to ram. 

Attendance figures are- desper¬ 
ately low and parents no longer 
buy up the corporate boxes, but ir 
may be Lords’ crowded fixture-list 
which finally kills it off. John 
Jamieson, assistant secretary of 
cricket at Lord’s, is worried. 
"Shorter terms and school exams 
make it very difficult to fit ir in at 
the height of the season," he ex¬ 
plains. He will do his best to fit 
next year’s encounter in once the 
Test dates are available, but after 
that the match may have to be 
played at the schools themselves., 

• Denied entry to the. Cave du Roi 
nightclub in St Tnopez recently was 
the British singer. George Mich¬ 
ael. On introducing himself to the 
bouncer. Michael was told: “f re¬ 
member you front theSOs. You're 
just going to have to-wait until 
you're a name again." The bounc¬ 
er looked very pleased with his 
joke. 


Saints alive 

THERE will be an all-star clerical 
Ime-up ax St Peter and St Paul 


Purple patch; Mary Loudon. 


direct relevance for Scotland, wheth¬ 
er arguing for the sales ,of beef in 
Brussels, or altering the terras of Gatt 
in Washington'.He is better placed, 
than most to represent the interests of. 
his country, i £ ' -■ 

" Morc rdetfant might be the case, 
stiy, of Hd^tiddelL her foot firmly - 
on the firs£/-nmg of. .ministerial 
proinbtiqh afrihb Treasury:: Would" 
toe Economic Secretary ■trsider toe .' 
Commons. dispatch box., for. toe- 
uncertainty of an Edinburgh Pariia- ’ 
mentt-.Or take oven that- great' 
Westminster ; democrat Mr -Tam; 
DafywL Ift -despite his very: best . 
endeavours,: a Scottish. Parliament 
?were finally to be introduced, .would 
Jte still feel be was fulfilling his duties . 

; as an MP if he could no longer raise 
wito toe minister the state of toe ^ 
waiting lists at Linlithgow hospital? -• 
^My own View is that. far.from/ 
pemg a drawback, this isT'posifive 
advantage! Fora Scottish/pariianient 
to succeed, it needs the best and toe ;. 

, brightest, and die? bnfy be 
drawn "to a rorum wfiefe they can 
exercise real power; ff that is-Edin- y 
horgh rather than’ Westminster* so" 
much the better. But there bdtild be 
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^ ' "present a omsthuency in” 

gy after next tor the wto® of Westminster and. in &Mto 4 dual' . 
Mary.Lo^on.aolborof.Jte* membership, in mhe/wS^for at ' 

]e ?£?aprc^rtionofSroSbMft. 

and Andrew St GeOTge/35. anotoCT The raatter;wi!J not. J magme, be- ^ 

writer. T heR tghtft ev Hugh addressed in the Wl^Hp^Wtas 
Mcmtefiore, the former . Bjslsp af ■ - * - 

Birmingham, will corKmcfthe ser¬ 
vice, while Lord Runae, the fesmter 
Archbishop of Cattteibuiy/vnfi be 
giving the addr«s, r l&cked ertrriri I 
frock-coarand gaiters.^ ■. 


membership, in other words, for at 
Je^a piT^rlfohofS«S MPs. : 

The rtmtter;wi!J not, J &nagme,'br t. 
addrwsed m the White T&per. r It:fias 
ocen roled out by the Labour Party 
But rt has a certain 2ogxc>n>:itr and 
overa logger period raaywefTbe seen f; 
to^havemerit — it raighr feast ^ 
naif the *tswer totbe WertJLrtiDin ' 
question. - v - :■ - ^ r 


! ^ 

i &./'■■■ 
■ : 


' ShX:.'- 


■ V 


frock-coarand gaiters. = . ■ 

Tbmiswifakofthea^ciaiars^^M m aiiy(rfth4moi^ 
putting a dampener cat toe recep- I issues which watTmatfeTU 


pumng a aampCTerm me recep- isaies which w®toialfy be omosCrf , 
nw. "Hugh and .taby^tofo- one wflSbd^^ ! 1 

! msmediately!; Soo^ cff.Iater;-bmwV' 
hoptngfor plentyrfbKibdav- tt will have fo be 

10OT * i«ace of^ 

V no substitute for the hurly- - 

JL '-Jt JL )3 burly of political power. 
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PRICE OF KNOWLEDGE 

A way forward to higher and. higher education 


D ? 3 £! ri ? has Produced an admirable 
and David Bhmkett has shown real 

• m its reach. In his 

mmtense and impressive tome. Sir Ron has 
offered a fine analysis of the challenges that 

• - race higher education in this country. In his 

response yesterday the Secretary of State 
■ caught the spirit of necessary change, 
snowing a clear acceptance that the status 
-quoi is not.an option, that the present level of 
ruiwJmg means ever declining standards 

and that radical action is requirtd. 

The problems are manifold. New degrees 
™ve been introduced without reference to 
their standing in the outside world. While 

• this may have been an interesting experience 
-fer those who devised the curri enjoins, they 

. have been less rewarding for those who sat 
- the courses. External examination arrange¬ 
ments have also left much to be desired and 
require closer scrutiny. If universities aspire 
to increased resources then they should be 
obliged to provide better value for them. 
That was the central and much needed 
message offered yesterday. 

The inevitable interest in the question of 
student finance has pushed to the margins 
many other important aspects of Sir Ron’s 
report That is an understandable bat 
unfortunate outcome. The stress placed on ■. 
the importance of knowledge — and the 
provision of flexible qualifications — in an 
increasingly international context is entirely 
•.apt The committee correctly states that 
individual ability — arid not the short-term 
calculations of the Treasury — should 
determine how many young (and older) 
people enter higher education. 

The major dispute between the committee 
and Mr Blunketfhas concerned the funding 
question. Sir Ron recommended that the 
present system of student maintenance—50 
per cent loan and 50 per cent grant or 
parental contribution — should remain but ;■ 
that an annual tuition fee of £1,000 should be 
charged to all who enter higher education. 
Mr Blunkett has responded with the bold 
proposal that grants should be abolished 


outright in favour of loans but that tuition 
fees should be related to parental income 
The difference between the two packages is 
superficially subtle but very significant 

The balance erf argument favours Mr 
Blunketfs position. The present mixture of 
grant loan, and parental generosity is an 
unfortunate hybrid. A single loan-based 
structure would be much more coherent 
Furthermore, as Sir Ron concedes, the 
Dealing proposals would not by themselves 
produce the resources required to quell the 
current crisis. The Bhmkett scheme clearly 
would. There seems little point in undertak¬ 
ing an exercise like this and travelling only 
some of the. distance. Softened ar the edges 
by extending the repayments period as Mr 
Blunkett suggests, the Secretary of State's 
formula represents a reasonable effort at 
finding an inevitably elusive balance. 

There are two areas where Mr Blunkett 
should look further. In his statement he 
expressed outright opposition to certain 
institutions charging additional or “top-up" 
tuition fees. Greater flexibility might permit 
him to tackle the present financial advan¬ 
tage enjoyed by Oxford and Cambridge 
without threatening - their collegiate or 
tutorial systems. He should also consider 
reform of the current access fund arrange¬ 
ments to ensure that prospective students 
from the poorest backgrounds are not 
discouraged. The allure of higher salaries 
later in life should logically serve as 
sufficient inducement in itself; but it may 
sometimes heed some short-term assistance. 

A sensible Conservative response would 
have been broadly supportive while suggest¬ 
ing that the Government went further still. 
Instead Stephen Dorrell, in a. bizarre and 
unbelievable performance, appeared det¬ 
ermined to place himself to the left of Ken 
Livingstone. That is regrettable. The Deal¬ 
ing committee was created by cross-party 
consensus and should be considered in that 
light The Blunkett package will not be uni¬ 
versally popular but it is the best practical 
means of maintaining our universities. 


BUSINESS BEFORE PLEASURE 

Hague offers organisation first, philosophy later 


William Hague yesterday promised that the 
Tory party would, in future, listen, not 
lecture to the voters. Jh.a, careful speech 
which avoided premature .policy prescrip¬ 
tions or early attempts, to articulate “the 
vision, thing*, the Tory leader .cpnceitiratal 
on the necessary lessons his,party must 
learn from Labours victory. Mr Hague was 
unsparing in his admission oLthe scale of 
defeat and theTories’ own responsibility for 
their fate. He was also honest in his outline 
' of the internal reform ^that is needed. 

If the Tories, are to become relevant again, 
let alone a threat to the Government, their 
.recovery must be driven, as Mr Hague 
conceded, by ideas. But. even the most 
glorious inleflectuaj renaissance will be 
insufficient to bring the party to power if its 
structures are not overhauled first. In 
choosing to concentrate on organisation 
before ideology Mr Hague may. disappoint 
some diehards. But he is making the 
necessary logistical preparations before! a 
broad strategy can be settled. 

Mr Hague's determination to modernise 
his party by democratising its structures 
was one erf the main themes of his leadership 
campaign and a project which The. Times 
supported strongly. During the course of 
that campaign the grassroots demonstrated 
a keen appetite, for a better say and Mr 
Hague, adaiowledging the imperfection of 
the method that brought Iran to power, 
promised to offer himself as soon as 
practicable for endorsement Yesterday he 
announced that, this autumn, party mem¬ 
bers will be given the chance to approve his 
elerifon and supporthisreforms. . 

Cynics, never an under-represented 
minority in the parliamentary^Tory party,. 
haw: caricatured the. “election" as a corona¬ 


tion and any vote in support of reform as a 
flimsy mandate for a blank cheque. They are 

, people who will not take yes for an answer. 
Mr Hague is responding to the clearly 
expressed wishes of his party in the most 
effective manner possible. The validation of 
his leadership this autumn .will not be as 
effectively democratic an exercise as a 
competitive poll which gave every member a 
vote: but it is a welcome stride in that 
direction. Future leadership elections will be 
transparently democratic and this exercise is 
evidence of the leader’s good faith. 

The electorate to which Mr Hague will 
submit himself, and his reforms, is in¬ 
evitably shrunken. The leader of a party 

- which once boasted more than two million 
members and now has nearer a tenth of that 

, number speaks with less authority and has 

- for fewer sources of native wisdom than his 
predecessors. Mr Hague chose yesterday to 
make an issue of the changes he hopes to 
make to his party's internal machinery. He 
has' no. option but to emphasise how 
inclusive he hopes it will become. 

As well as a sincere attempt to attract 
more female members and candidates from 
ethnic minorities Mr Hague served notice 
that structural change would go beyond 
personnel and presentation. His proposals 
to discipline MPs who bring scorn on the 
party and his willingness to place party 
funding an a more open basis should help 
ensure that a party which had almost 
forgotten how to say sorry has- less to 
apologise for in the future. It will be several 
months before the precise mechanisms can 
be put in place to give effect to Mr Hague’s 
intentions but he has, so far, shown a 
welcome, seriousness of intent in learning 
from his party’s humiliation. 


SERIOUS OR SMIRK 

The truths of political portraiture that never die 


9 


A necessary, if hardly .radical, part of Mr 
Hag ue's campaign for party memtwrship is 
his official photograph ' which was released 
-on Tuesday. The Prime Minister too chose 
this week to promulgate a new image of 
himsdf' from the camera of that great 
contemporary kon-tnaker. Lord Snowdon. 

Once upon a time the. official oil painting 
was the way to make Britons see their 
.feaden; as their leaders wanted Iq Le sew. 
This island’s history has been admirably 
marked try portraiture. As well as using 
such home-bred masters as Gains borou gh, 
toe rich and powerful have profited from the 
skfflsof pamters from abroad, Holbein, Van 
Dyck and KneBer, -wh6 over the centimes 
made their way to Britain to establish their 
fame—and make their sitters feel secure. 

The traditional painted portrait could be 
so easily tinted by the vanities, of its alter. 
Oliver Cromwell may have, insisted on 
*warts and all”, bin most preferrai llatt.eO r -. 
Sometimes the deception went too far^-- as 
. when Holbein’s depiction of Anne of Cleves 
enticed Henry VHI to .wed; “a Flanders 
mare". Generally customers -were happy 
^ • But later the portrait, came to reflect, me 
• responses. of the. artist as. mudv as The 
requirements, of’ the subject In th e 2ptn 
* Centura, -expression' and interpretation 
predominated.; Personality was more ex- 
■ posed than protected. |Iri his 1974 portrait of 


Harold Wilson, Ruskin Spear subjected the 
-• enigmatic Prime Minister to a famously 
; - satiri cal scrutiny, depicting him wreathed in 
a cloud of pipe smoke. Last year many were 
shocked by the wrinkled visage and tu¬ 
berous fingers in Antony Williams’s portrait 
of the Queen. The outcome of a commission 
was too often unpredictable for the wary 
sitter. The fate of Graham Sutherland’s 
portrait of Oturchill became a lesson to 
artists and subjects alike. ' 

- Now it is the studio photograph that has 
become the chosen medium for those who 
■ want to exert a more dexterous control. The 
photographer's art is a wily one. The 
cameraman can combine cosmetics and 
celluloid to turn almost anyone into a 
fashion model — and often does. 

Mr Blair and Mr Hague have, been less 
artful in their intentions than some: but still 
their images are meticuously controlled. The 
Prime Minister, aware of his tendency to 
present a toothy grin to the camera, has now 
opted for a studied earnestness. The Leader 
of the Opposition, who is sometimes — 
perhaps wrongly — thought humourless, is 
here seen tentatively sraffihg. According to 
Dickens’ "dictum in Nicholas Nickleby , 

. “there are only two styles of portrait 
painting, the serious arid the smirk” Our 
modem portraitists have ensured this week 
that some traditions never die. • 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

I Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Radio 3’s populist policy under fire 


Letter and spirit of 
abortion law 

From the Chief Executive of 
Marie Stopes International 

Sir, Mr Nicholas Beale, the Reverend 
Dr J. C. PoUdnghbrne and Professor 
Lord Winston misinterpret the terras 

and provision of the 1967 Abortion Act 
when they claim (letter, July 17) that 
legislators dearly intended that “abor¬ 
tions should not be performed if there 
is no genuine substantial risk to the 
physical or menial health of the moth¬ 
er or children" (see also letters. July 
21 ). 

The principal provision — the so- 
called “social clause" — under which 
the vast majority of abortions in this 
country are carried out, actually pro¬ 
vides the less onerous test that the risk 
to the mental or physical health of the 
woman or any existing child of the 
family will be greater should die preg¬ 
nancy continue. There is no require¬ 
ment to establish any “substantial" 
risk at alL 

All abortions — including those 
performed at Marie Stopes Interna¬ 
tional's six new day-care units — are 
carried out in accordance with the 
1967 Act as amended, and within the 
letter and spirit of that law. But the 
fact that three pre-eminent men can 
apply their own more stringent moral 
and ethical interpretation to the legis¬ 
lation. thereby contributing to the at¬ 
mosphere of public confusion about 
what is or is nor legally permissible, 
makes foe-case for reform more press¬ 
ing than ever. 

The uncertainty which currently 
prevails, and which does nothing but 
increase the hardship and emotional 
trauma experienced by women facing 
unplanned pregnancies, could be re¬ 
solved simply and justly: by the intro¬ 
duction of new legislation which pro¬ 
vides women, rather than doctors, 
with a genuine right to choose abor¬ 
tion in the first 12 weeks of gestation. 

Yours sincerely. 

TIM BLACK. 

Chief Executive. 

Marie Stopes International, 

153-157 Cleveland Street, Wl. 

July 21 

From Sir Anthony Alment 

Sir, There is, indeed, reasonable 
concern about the number of women 
seeking abortion [“Abortions rise for 
first time in five’years", report, July 
23], and whether more readily acces¬ 
sible facilities might reduce for a few 
the time to reflect op their decision. 

However, for die large number of 
us who. over many years, conscien¬ 
tiously and actively carried out abor¬ 
tions in the terms and spirit of the 1967 
Act, the weight of numbers of women 
meeting its criteria has been an 
eloquent indicator of the effects of 
serial stress from faulty personal and 
family relationships. Indeed, it has of¬ 
ten seemed that the various barriers 
and delays placed in the way Of their 
ready relief were all too often the price 
of conscience exacted by the unin¬ 
formed or uninvolved. 

By all means let us review the 
means and the access to them, to give 
women greater security, and to ensure 
that children are bom inro the care of 
parents who will want and will raise 
them. But we should be spared yet 
another attack on one of the most sig¬ 
nificant pieces of legislation of our 
generation. 

Yours faithfully, 

ANTHONY ALMENT 
(President. 

Royal College of Obstetricians 
and Gynaecologists. 197S-8I), 

Winston House, 

Bough ton. Northampton. 

July 20. 


Famine in Korea 

From the Director of Programmes 
of Children's Aid Direct 

Sir. Your report (July 17) on the 
Democratic People's Republic of Ko¬ 
rea (North Korea) was extremely 
timely. 

The growing stories of near famine 
for a huge number of people are at last 
being substantiated by the fact that 
complete desperation has driven a 
proud and isolated Government to al¬ 
low media access to areas not usually 
visited by foreigners. 

The historical and current political 
situation makes the issue of foreign 
food aid and other assistance a com¬ 
plicated one. 

Following nvo donations of aid last 
year. Children’s Aid Direct is about to 
commence a programme of food 
distribution to 17,000 children in Sun- 
chon City to the north of Pyongyang. 

That we are able to do so is the re¬ 
sult of a grant from the European 
Union (European Community Hu¬ 
manitarian Office) and the fact that 
we feel a responsibility to respond to 
humanitarian needs wherever they 
arise. 

The children of North Korea are the 
innocent rich ms of a situation of 
which they know nothing and which 
they certainly cannot influence. Thou¬ 
sands of them will die or suffer appall¬ 
ing illness and malnourishment un¬ 
less they receive external assistance. 

We vety much hope that the coun¬ 
try's political isolation will not mean 
that they cannot look la the world 
community for support and assis¬ 
tance at a time of desperate need. 

Yours faithfully,- 
MARK O. McKEOWN, 

Director of Programmes. 

Children’s Aid Direct, 

82 Cavers ham Road, 

Reading, Berkshire. 

July 17, 


From .Mr Duncan Sutler 

Sir. Richard Morrison ("Radio 3 fails 
for populist baloney". Arts. July 19) 
may be right in suggesting that “lack 
of bonle in tackling the Musicians' 
Union" is responsible for the BBCs 
fiscal insouciance in maintaining or¬ 
chestras where local musical com¬ 
munities already cherish their own. 
But if so the Government must surely 
look critically at the way The Corpora¬ 
tion spends a licence income given for 
the most part uncritically by television 
' viewers. 

Is the Musicians* Union ro gei away 
with forcing an apparently captive 
customer to buy something he doesn't 
necessarily want where the National 
Union of Mineworkers failed? 

It is no! just the quality of Radio 3 
programmes that appears to be pay¬ 
ing the price for BBC orchestral over¬ 
manning. The listener also wants ro 
hear rather more of the traditionally- 
based orchestras of this country as an 
alternative lo the BBCs progressive 
monopoly. 

Has any listener research been con¬ 
ducted on so critical a fiscal issue? If 
so. what was the outcome? 

Yours faithfully. 

DUNCAN RUTTER, 

50c Kew Green. Richmond. Surrey. 
July 20. 

From Professor John Casken 

Sir. While there may be grounds for 
concern about ihe programming poli¬ 
cies of Radio 3 and its increasingly 
populist content and style of presenta¬ 
tion, for Richard Morrison to describe 
the BBC's orchestras as “five worka¬ 
day bands" and as “a pointless 
duplication of resources" is insulting 
and indefensible — witness the ex¬ 
cellent and versatile BBC Philhar¬ 
monic in Manchester, one of the finest 
of all our orchestras and one of inter¬ 
national standing. 

Mr Morrison's suggestion that the 
BBC should sink its resources into 
"one truly world-class flagship en¬ 
semble". presumably in London, 
might save the BBC money and might 
assuage Mr Morrison’s nostalgia for 
a return to the time when Radio 3 was 
“the envy of the world": but the 


Abbey statues 

From Professor Emeritus Paul Foster 

Sir, In a letter on restoration work at 
Westminster Abbey (July 12; see also 
letters, July 19. 23], James Dunnert 
writes of his regret at the "present 
divorce between artists and crafts¬ 
men" and daims that to ensure the 
vitality appropriate to the site the 
sculpting of U resize figures for the 
empty niches at the west entrance 
should be given to artists. A similar 
distinction to this, but in connection 
with a mural, led Bishop George Bell 
in 1954 to sit in his own Consistory 
Court and deliver what has become 
known as the Goring Judgment 
In essence Bell argued that creative 
work in service of the Church was de¬ 
signed "either to edify the beholder or 
to assist... worship" but that in both 
cases toe creator would be dependent 
upon "inspiration ... in order ro 
attain the exdtemem and heightened 
perception which should be inherent 
in the final work" 

It was this judgment that released 


unashamedly serious nature of classi¬ 
cal music needs as much live exposure 
as possible. 

Fur today's composers, the loss of 
five independent orchestras would 
further reduce the possibilities of 
having his or her large-scale works 
performed in from of an audience. It 
would belinle the remarkable achieve¬ 
ments of these orchestras in the inter¬ 
pretation of major repertoire, and it 
would deny audiences new discov¬ 
eries of all types of music in which the 
BBC plays a leading role. 

Yours sincerely. 

JOHN CASKEN. 

The University of Manchester. 
Department of Music. 

Denmark Road. Manchester 15. 

July 21. 

From Mr Nicholas J. Zellc 

Sir, Nicholas Kenyon (“Radio 3‘s big 
cheese bites back". Arts, July 22) 
claims ro "meet the needs of the 
serious classical music audienoe we 
have identified" — an audience which 
"has changed hugely in the last few 
years. It’s larger but more volatile, 
sophisticated but less knowledgeable 
than it used to be. It wants to learn." 

Perhaps this is a false premise and 
the root of all the problems that we lis¬ 
teners have to endure. Mr Kenyon's 
catalogue of “what wc will be able to 
expect" reads like an apologist for 
Channel 5. The jargon he uses — 
“award-winning, prizewinning" — 
smacks of Americanism and could re¬ 
fer to loo paper. Titles like Morning 
Collection and Sounding the Century 
are cringe-making. And he can pal 
himself on the back as much as he 
likes by claiming to be “excellent and 
distinctive” but who else is he kid¬ 
ding? 

All is not lost. Radio 3 has hung on 
to its commendable live music policy 
and its patronage of musicians. But, 
while it has gone down market, it stilt 
fails to attract a larger share of the 
audience. Oh for rhe return of old- 
fashioned BBC style. 

Yours sincerely. 

NICHOLAS J. ZELLE, 

13-15 Gloucester Street. SW1. 

July 22. 


They know they cannot untwist in a 
day what was twisted over 50 years. 

Yours sincerely, 

KEVIN PROBERT 

(UK resident in Estonia since 1991), 

BK Group. 

Laki 12, EE0006 Tallinn. Estonia. 

From Mr Simon Caw 

Sir. A knowledge of the host country’s 
language is a very common pre¬ 
requisite for citizenship throughout 
the world. After over 50 years’ subju¬ 
gation to a hated foreign invader, is it 
any wonder that the Estonians feel so 
strongly about their language, which 
— especially as it is not a Slavonic 
tongue — is such a patent symbol of 
their national identity? 

Some shop window's in Tallinn sum 
up feelings very succinctly: opening 
hours are given in Estonian, while 
closing rimes are shown in Russian. 

Yours etc, 

SIMON CAVE. 

Watergate, 

34 Ham Common. Richmond. Surrey. 
July 23. 


From Air Kelvin Mel 

Sir, The Secretary of State for Culture. 
Media and Sport deserves our praise 
for realising that his “new" depart¬ 
ment needed nor only a change of 
name, but of purpose and direction as 
well. However. 1 trust that both he 
and his "high-profile" task force will 
take account of the many more “low- 
profile" members of the public who 
popularise and use our culture, media 
and sport. 

Will Joe Public be regularly in¬ 
formed and consulted on future pro¬ 
posals and developments? 

If one or two representatives of the 
public were actually on this or any 
other task force, we might have mure 
confidence that the conclusions 
reached came from the nation, and 
not just the “experts". 

Sincerely, 

KELVIN NEL 
3 Leamington Road, 

Southend-on-Sea. Essex. 

July 15. 


the Church from commissioning the 
mediocre either in the name of litur¬ 
gical propriety or, as was then cur¬ 
rent, in a misplaced belief that the besr 
art should achieve a literal repre¬ 
sentation of a biblical text. 

Today, many artists are proud to 
emphasise the craft elements in rheir 
art and there are many practitioners 
of a craft who possess a vision as 
powerful as that held by any artist. 

If there is to be a debate of the kind 
suggested, J would prefer toe terms 
used to be those of inspiration, of 
vision, and mystery. Or is that asking 
too much? 

Yours sincerely. 

PAUL FOSTER, 

Chichester Institute of Higher 
Education. Bishop Otter Campus. 
Chichester, West Sussex. 

July 20. j 


Letters should cany a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
faxed to 0171-782-5046. 
e-mail to: letlers&'the-times.co.uk 


No ‘jokers’ as the 
voice of London 

From Air Gerald Isaaman 

Sir. The policy somersault of toe To¬ 
ries in deriding to accept rhe proposal 
for radical changes to London's mu¬ 
nicipal government (report. July IS) is 
welcome as far as it goes which, alas, 
is not very far at all. But. given toe 
collapse of Tory representation in toe 
capital at toe general election, it is in¬ 
deed sad to see that you give valuable 
space to publish phoiograplis of three 
Conservatives — Lord Archer. David 
Mellor and Steven Norris — suggest¬ 
ing that they may fulfil toe vital new 
role of mayor. 

The last thing we need are prom¬ 
inent politicians from a party which 
has just been comprehensively re¬ 
jected by the electorate. That we need 
a charismatic figure is accepted, bur 
that is but one of the qualifications 
which a primary election, when toe 
time comes, will perhaps decide. 

Much has happened to London's 
disadvantage since the then Prime 
Minister, Mrs Tharcher. vindictively 
abolished the GLC. Much has hap¬ 
pened since I suggested in a letter 
(October 30.1991) that toe subsequent 
void might be replaced with a metro¬ 
politan mayor to provide a true voice 
for London — one. too. with an 
efficient, strategic back-up organis¬ 
ation that actually has the power io 
create necessary change. 

The daily chaos on London's Tube 
system provides abundant evidence, if 
any is required, of the social abdica¬ 
tion of which the Tories are guilty, and 
for which they have paid toe price in 
electoral disaster. But. please, do not 
offer us any political jokers to pur 
righr such an outrageous wrong. Lon¬ 
don deserves much better than that. 

Yours sincerely. 

GERALD ISAAMAN. 

Garrick Club, 

15 Garrick Street. WC2. 

July 21. 


Heritage undermined 

From the Secretary of rhe Society for 
the Protection of Ancient Buildings 

Sir. Your report (July 8) on toe likely 
damage to Lord Byron's house, New- 
stead Abbey, from coal mining high¬ 
lights an indefensible gap in listed 
building law. A coal mine first opened 
before 1948 can continue expanding 
underground even if this results in 
damaging or destroying historic 
buildings on toe surface, however 
important or rare the building. 

In theory’ no building or monumenr 
in a traditional mining area is safe. 
The only requirement is that the 
mining company must pay for rhe his¬ 
toric building to be reconstructed sub¬ 
sequently. However carefully this 
work is undertaken, much of toe his¬ 
toric integrity and value of toe build¬ 
ing will inevitably be lost. 

All mines opened after 194S are sub¬ 
ject ro planning controls, and there is 
no reason why older ones should con¬ 
tinue to be exempt. 

We hope toe Government will act 
quickly to block this dangerous loop¬ 
hole in the law. 

Yours faithfully. 

PHILIP VENNING. 

Secretary- Society for toe 
Protection of 
Ancient Buildings, 

37 Spital Square El. 

July 17. 


Ban on mobile phones 

From Air Hugh Proctor 

Sir. Perhaps Michael Fabricant’s Pri¬ 
vate Member’s Bill, to be introduced 
on July 24, should include crematoria 
on toe list of places where the use of 
mobile phones is banned or at least 
restricted (report. July 21). 

As an Anglican reader 1 arrived at 
our local crematorium a couple of 
weeks ago to conduct a funeral service 
to find the preceding one. that of a 
Chinese gentleman, still in progress. 
Towards toe end of it. a mobile phone 
went off in toe congregation and the 
owner left his seat and stood in the 
back corner of toe chapel talking 
loudly in what 1 assume was one of 
the Chinese languages (with the 
occasional “yes", "no" and “OK") 
whilst toe service continued. Mem¬ 
bers of the congregation turned, 
scowled and “shushed", which only 
persuaded the perpetrator to turn his 
back and talk a bit louder. 

A hefty young man then sprang 
from his seal, grabbed toe talker by 
toe shoulders and none too gently 
threw him out through rhe side door. 

Perhaps a fitting response in other 
places? 

Yours faithfully, 

HUGH PROCTOR. 

4 Dovecote Lane, 

Beesron, Nottingham. 
hjprocior@pmweb.co uk 
July 21 


Bright and early 

From Professor J. L M Ison 

Sir. I have jusT received prima facie 
evidence that Sir Ron Dearing is out 
of touch with the world of higher 
education. 

Interviewed this morning on the 
Today programme 3t 7.40am, in the 
long vacation, he optimistically ut¬ 
tered the words: “May 1 say this ro the 
students that are listening... 

Yours faithfully, 

J. L WILSON. 

Wholeway. Harlton. Cambridge. 

July 23. 


EU and Estonia 

From Mr Kevin Pmbert 

Sir, Integrating Soviet-era gastar- 
beiter into Estonian society is indeed a 
problem, but Dr Graham Smith 
(letter, July 22) is wrong ro accuse the 
Government of denying them social 
rights. 

Whether they are Russian citizens 
or stateless persons, they may live and 
work in Estonia, enter and leave toe 
country, and even vote in local elec¬ 
tions. 

Citizenship is required only to vote 
in parliamentary elections and serve 
in toe army. Russians. Estonians and 
others live peacefully side by side — in 
contrast to Northern Ireland. 

The evil wrought by Soviet occupa¬ 
tion of Estonia was inflicted over dec¬ 
ades: as elsewhere in Eastern Europe, 
it has left a legacy of ecologiral, 
infrastructural and human destruc¬ 
tion that will take more decades to re¬ 
pair. The people of Estonia are work¬ 
ing hard to bring their economy and 
living standards up to toe level of their 
Scandinavian neighbours. 


A common culture 

From AlrLoukas N. Kazamias 

Sir. The article by Chris Smith. Secre¬ 
tary of State for Culture, Media and 
Sport (“Ministry of all the talents", 
July 15), was very much to the point of 
his department’s new name and focus, 
as well as its significance to the 
economy. 

The one flaw in toe structure of his 
"task force" has to be the presence of 
only six top executives from commerce 
and industry’. Such a body should also 
be open to contributions from other, 
less high-profiled, entrepreneurs, uti¬ 
lising an all-round spectrum of com¬ 
merce and industry and thus giving 
the new name new’ dimensions and 
real “roots". Other government de¬ 
partments could follow suit. A coa¬ 
lition of government and business is 
paramount for a better tomorrow. 

Yours faithfully, 

L. N. KAZAMIAS. 

S7 Wynchgate, Southgate. N14. 
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BBC finds 


siblings 


living in 


COURT CIRCULAR harmony 


BUCKINGHAM PAUCE 
July 23: The Queen held an 
Invesrirure at Buckingham F&bce 
this morning. 

Captain Narbahadur Gurung. 
The Royal Gurkha Rifles, and 
Captain Govmde Gurunp. The 
Queen's Gurkha Signals' (The 
Queen's Gurkha Orderly Officers) 
were received by The Queen when 
Her Majesty invested them with 
the Insignia of Members of the 
Royal Victorian Order. 

Mrs Eileen Meadmore (Chair¬ 
man) and Mrs Beryl Brown (Trea¬ 
surer) were received by The Queen 
and presented to Her Majesty the 
Centenary Medal from the Nat¬ 
ional Federation of Women's 
Institutes. 

The Ri Hon Anthony Blair, MP 
(Prime Minister and First Lord of 
the Treasury] had an audience of 
The Queen this evening. 

■ The Duke of Edinburgh this 
morning visited the Association for 
Prevention of Addiction at 67-6U 
Cowcross Street, Smithfield. 
London ECi. and later visited the 
493 Project, 493 Cambridge Heath 
Road, London E2. 

His Royal Highness. Patron. 
Hurlingham POk) Association, this 
evening attended a Dinner at the 
Turf Club, Carlton House Terrace. 
London SWI. 


ege School of Medicine and Den¬ 
tistry. Bessemer Road. London 
SE5. 

Her Royal Highness, Chan¬ 
cellor, University of London, this 
afternoon received Professor An¬ 
drew Rutherford upon relinquish¬ 
ing his appointment as Vice- 
Chancellor. 

The Princess Royal Patron, 
European Pony Championships 
1997, this evening attended the 
opening ceremony at Hartpury 
College. Gloucester, and was re¬ 
ceived by Her Majesty's Lord- 

Lieutenant of Gloucestershire (Mr 

Henry Elwes). 

CLARENCE HOUSE 
July 25: Mrs Eileen Meadmore 
(Chairman) and Mrs Beryl Brown 
(Treasurer) were today received by 
Queen Elizabeth The Queen 
Mother and presented to Her 
Majesty the Ctalenary Medal 
from the National Federation of 
Women's Institutes!. 


By Damian Whitworth 


AUDITIONS to find the best 
young musician in Britain 
appear to prove that in the 
current generation talent 
really does run in families. In 
past years the BBCs Young 
Musicians competition has 
occasionally unearthed sib¬ 
lings rivalling each other in 
front of the judges. This year 
11 pairs are taking part 
More than 500 under-19- 
year-olds have been audition¬ 
ing this week to win a place in 
the regional finals that pre¬ 
cede semi-finals and a tele¬ 
vised final in Belfast next 


spring. The family connec¬ 
tions have astonished the 


ST JAMES'S FALACE 
July 23: The Prince of Wales. 
Chairman, the Royal Collection 
Trust, this morning chaired a 
meeting at St James's Palace. 

His Royal Highness. Patron. 
Macmillan Cancer Relief, this 
afternoon gave a Reception at St 
James's Palace. 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
July 23: The Prince Edward. 
Trustee. The Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award, this morning received 
Award participants on an ex¬ 
change between Hillingdon and 
Lesotho, at Buckingham Palace. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
July 23: The Princess Royal Chan¬ 
cellor, University of London, this 
morning opened the Garfield Wes¬ 
ton Education Centre. Kings Goil- 


KENSINGTON PALACE 
July 23: The Princess Margaret. 
Countess of Snowdon this after¬ 
noon took the salute at a perfor¬ 
mance of the Royal Tournament at 
Earls Court. London SW5. 


THATCHED HOUSE UDOGE 
July 23: Princess Alexandra today 
visited the Royal Welsh Show. 
Builth Wells, and was received by 
Her Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant of 
Powys (Mr Mervyn Bourdillon). 


Birthdays today 


Mr John Ambler, former chair¬ 
man. Texaco. 63: Baroness Blatch. 
hO; Mr Julian Brazier. MP. 44: Mr 
George H. Brown. Rim producer. 
S4; Sir Trevor Chinn, chairman. 
Lex Service. 62; Mr Robin Cutler, 
former director-general. Forestry 
Commission. o3; Lord Digby, 73: 
Lord Fisher. 76: Sir Edward Ford, 
secretary and registrar. Order of 
Merit. 87: M Jacques Fouroux. 
former rugby player. 50: Professor 
Derek Fraser. Vice-Chancellor. 
Tees side University. 57: Lord 
Hambro. 67: Mr J.W. Hrie. former 
High Master. St foul's School. 71: 
Sir Gordon Hourston. pharmacist. 
63: M r Wilfred Josephs, composer. 
70: Vice-Admiral Sir David Loram. 
73: Mr Neil Mcinrosh, former 
director. VSO. 50: Mr Edwin 
Mirvish. proprietor. Old Vic The-, 
atre. S3; Lord Simon of Highbury. 
SB: Mr Chris Smith. Secretary of 
State for Culture. Media and 
Sport. 46: Sir Colin Southgate, 
chairman. EMI Group. 59; Miss 
Nora Swinburne, actress, 95; Mr 
Quinlan Teny. architect, 60; 
Professor Frank Thistlethwaiie, 
founding Vice-Chancellor. Univer¬ 
sity of East Anglia. 82 Mr Peter ! 
Yates, film director and producer. 
63- I 


Today's royal 
engagements 


The Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh will give a garden 
party at Buckingham Palace at 
4.00. 

The Duke of Edinburgh, as Presi¬ 
dent of the City and Guilds of 
London Institute, will present the 
1997 City and Guilds Prince Philip 
Medal and Stiver and Bronze 
Medals at Buckingham Palace at 
11.30, followed by luncheon ai the 
Connaught Hotel at L5L30. As 
Patron and Trustee, the Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award, and Patron. 
Outward Bound Trust, he wQI 
anend a dinner at Grosvenor 
House at 635. 

The Duke of York, as Patron, will 
take the salute at the evening 
performance or the Royal Tour¬ 
nament at Earls Court at 7.15. 

The Duke of Kent will visit 
Notcuits Nurseries. Ipswich Road. 
Woodbridge at 11.00: and will open 1 
the Abbeyfield Orwell Society's 
Ptiddy Geere House. Congreve 
Road, Ipswich at 1.45. 

Princess Alexandra, as Patron, will 
anend a service of thanksgiving to 
mark the 30th anniversary of St 
Christophers Hospice, Southwark 
Cathedral at 655. 


organisers, 

“We can't really fathom tL 
It's bizarre." a spokesman 
said “It's an odd statistic but 
it does show that musk tends 
to be an inherited talent" 

Magnus. 17, and Guy John¬ 
ston, 16. from Harpenden, 
Hertfordshire, whose parents 
are professional musicians, 
play the violin and cello 
respectively, were only 
thwarted from forming a trio 
of competitors with their old¬ 
er brother Rupert, 19. when 
he was involved in a serious 
car accident recently. 

Guy said “It was our 
parents' dream to have ali 
three of us taking part but 
Rupert is making a slow 
recovery." 

Sally Pryce, who is IS on 
Friday and her sister Katie. 
15. from Kingsbury, north 
London were in the last 
contest and both reached the 
semi-finals for harp and 
French horn respectively. 



marriages 


Mr MJ. Benson 
and Miss CUsher 
The engagement is announced 
between Matthew, son of Mr 
David and lady Elizabeth Bwsod 

and Cecilia, daughter of Mr Tun . 
Usher and Mrs Sally Usher. 


Mr JA.C Scrirngeonr 
and Miss A-L Buxton 
!The ■ engagement is announced 
Between James, dkfer son of Mr 
Simian ; Scrimgeour. ' of Rcra. 
Jersey, and • Mrs Jennifer 
Scrimgeour, of Kensington, Lon¬ 
don; and Zanna. daughter of the 
Hon Ttaotby Buxton, of Coneys- 
foorpe. North Yorkshire, and Mrs 
Julie Parker, of Barnes, London. 


Mr P.H.L. Tefcgdy 
and MissAJ. Doxfanf 
The engagement is . announced 
between Paul, younger son of 
Mr and Mn Stephen Tdegdy, 
of Garerave. Yorkshire and 
Annabel]e. elder daughter of the 
late Mr Michael DaKfard awl of 
Mrs James Gladstone, of Marsh 
Bmham, Newbury. 


MrTJ.WeSt' 
and Miss MJ- 

The engagement is announced 
between Tim. son of Mr and Mrs 
Valentine West, of Colchester, 
and Lucy, daughter of Dr 
and Mrs Anthony Roe, of Hatfield, 

Hertfordshire. 


MrRJLM. Barnes . 
and MIssJ.M. Crook 
The engagement is announced 
between Robin, younger sot of Mr 
and Mrs K.M. Barnes, of Hadley 
Wood. Hertfordshire, and Julia, 
daughter of Dr and Mrs J. Crook, 
of Jsddey, Kern. . 

BoodtCtibbotn' 
imdMjtt.AJ.H3 
The engagemen t is announced 
"between James, youngest son of 
Mr Edward Booth-Ctitiborn,..of 
Kensington and Mrs Dawn Bootb- 
CHbbonv of Fblham. and Anri, 
deter daughter ot Professor and 
■"Mia Christopher Hill of North- . 
ampton. 


aad Miss U. dcM- Bonmy 
The engagement is aaoounoed 
between Stephen, younger son of 
Mr and Mrs. Anton -Butler, of 
Conscaxitia, Cape Town,- South 
Africa, and Lacy, daughter of Mr 
and* - rBenwajr .■ -of 

Aditead. Surrey. • 


ftemaan.. 

at ; is announced. 

_t .ttffldrinsan; of 

Pfrtf&tvL London, f". and 1 Susan 


Marriages 

MrD. Cnwsky-HoQand 

Mias S. Pearson 

The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday. July 19. at St Switton's, 
Bath, between Mr Dominic 
Crossley-HoOand. younger son of 
Mr Kerin Cross iey-Hofland, of 
Burnham Market. Norfolk, and of 
Mrs Caroline Hickey, of Sea- 
borough, Dorset, and Miss Sophie 
Pearson, younger daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Anthony Pearson, of 
Bath- The Rev Hartmut Kopsch 
officiated. 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage fay her lather, was. at¬ 
tended by Alice Mannering and 
Eleanor Crossley-HoUand. Mr 
Richard MiccheUi was best man. 

The reception was heW at Guy- 
ers House. Corsbam. and the 
honeymoon is being spent in 
Kertyaand the. Seychelles. 

Mr AJL Yates 
and. Mitt SJ. Spice 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday, June 21 . ar the church of St 
Peter, Bodting, of Mr Alan Yates, 
scat of the late Mr Eric Yates and of 
Mrs Yates, of nforri. Essex, to Miss 
Susan Spice, daughter of Mr 


Sally and Katie Pryce with Magnus and Guy Johnston, two of tile pairs of siblings 


MrJJWLSwales’ Ji'sfeivi- «£' -1. Norman. Spice and the late Mrs 
and MifcH_M.Rj<Wdsoo '" Spice, of Braintree, Essex. The 
The. en maanaa «-announced Vay Rev Philip Need officiated, 
between Jehartyrsffli of ftr and The bride who was given in 
Mrs' AUtbtiy -SvtiJtt, 'of'- Saien. marriage by her lather, was af- 
rf- iiphi--r jjfur' tended by Miss Stephanie Sweet, 
^■focfjarukxL- of - - Miss Lisa Mark. Vicky Chambers 
nsto USA. . - and EJouisa G3der-Bittle. Mr Ste¬ 


phen Micklethwahe was best man. 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS: John Curran, Irish 
statesman. Newmarket, Co Cork. 
1750. Simon Bolivar." Liberator" of 
South America, Caracas. Ven¬ 
ezuela, (783: Alexandre Dumas 
pere. novelist and playwright, 
Villers-Cotterets. 1802; Frank 
Wedekind, dramatist. Hanover, 
1S64: E.F. Benson, novelist. 
Wellington College. Berkshire. 
1867; Edward John Plunkett. 18th 
Baron of Dunsany. writer. 
London, 1878: Ernst Bloch, com¬ 
poser, Geneva. 1880; Amelia Ear- 
hart, aviator. Atchison. Kansas. 
1897. 


Well-versed researcher 
solves a Roman riddle 


Luncheons 


By Norman Hammond, archaeology correspondent 


Drapers’ Company Service luncheon 


The following have been installed 
officers of the Drapers' Company 
for the ensuing year 
Master. Sir Michael Craig-Cooper. 
wardens. Mr Nicholas Pfayne. Mr 
John Padova n. Mr Anton>' woodaJL 
Mr Christian Williams. 


Retirement 


Judge Quentin Edwards. QC. has 
retired from the Circuit Bench on 
the South Eastern Circuit. 


RNC Greenwich 1947 Term of 
Sob Lieutenants 

The Royal Naval College Green¬ 
wich 1947 Term of Sub lieutenants 
held a 50th anniversary luncheon 
on board HMS President, by 
permission of the Commanding 
Officer, the London Division, 
Royal Naval Reserve. Commander 
G.M.B. Selous presided. 


DEATHS: George Venue, en¬ 
graver. London. 1756; John Sell 
Cotman. water-colourist London, 
1842; Martin van Burnt, eighth 
American President 1837-41. 
Kinderhook. New York. 1S62; Mat¬ 
thew Webb, the first English 
Channel swimmer, drowned in an 
attempt to swim the Niagara Fails 
rapids, 1883; Sacha Guitry, actor 
and playwright, Paris. 19S7: Sir 
James Chadwick, physicist. Nobel 
laureate 1935. 1974; Pkct Seilers, 
actor. London. 1980. 


Jacques Cartier landed in Canada 
claiming the country for Franoe. 
1534. 

Abdication of Mary Queen of 
Scots, 1567. 

First life peerages established in 
Britain, 1958. 

Gibraltar taken by the British. 
1704. 


University news 


Latest wills 


Kathleen Phillips, farmer and 
Lloyd's underwriter, of Hayes. 
Bedfordshire, left estate valued at 
£2.177.161 net. 


Cambridge 
Queens' College 

To a Bye Fellowship in Mathemat¬ 
ics from Oct I; Oliver BQhler. 


Lord Inge 


Sefwyn College 

Elected toTrevelyan Research Fell¬ 
owship from Oct I: Simon Titmuss 


The life barony conferred upon 
Field Marshal Sir Peter Anthony 
Inge has been gazetted by the 
name, style and title of Baron 
Inge, of Richmond in the County 
of North Yorkshire. 


THE mystery of the Roman 
acronyms has been solved — 
with the aid of a standard 
dictionary. Two cryptic in¬ 
scriptions on coins minted 
more than 1.700 years ago 
have proved to be the initial 
letters of phrases from a 
famous poem by Virgil 

The source of the enigma 
was the usurper Carausius, 
commander of the fleet based 
in Britain who in AD 287 
declared himself Roman Em¬ 
peror and defied the estab¬ 
lished emperors Diocletian 
and Maxi mi an. He ruled for 
six years, until he was mur¬ 
dered by his finance minister 
Allecrus in 293. 

Among his coins is one in 
the British Museum depicting 
a victory chariot, underneath 
which is the inscription 
I.N.P.CDA “Much has foxed 
everyone since it turned up in 
1931". according to Guy de la 
Bedoygre. a Roman specialist 
Other coins have the equally 
cryptic RSR. which has been 
suggested to refer to AUedus 
as radon alls sutnmae ret. a 
financial offidaL “The trouble 
is", Mr de la Bedoyere writes 
in Current Archaeology, "it 
.doesn't appear on any other 
imperial Roman coins” so 
that the post cannot have been 
a normal civil service one. 


The answer lies. It would 
seem, not in the field of 
economics but in literature 
Carausius presented himself 
as a restorer of old Roman 
virtues, and evoked Roman 
legendary history to boost his 
image- Thus, he used the 
motto Expectate veni. “Come, 
long-awaited one", an allusion 
to the Aeneid , to describe 
himself ot one of his coin 
issues. 

With this in mind, Mr de la 
Bedoyere started to look at 
Virgil as a possible source for 
the acronyms on the other 
coins. Within a few minutes he 
had found what seems to be , 
the answer in a well-known 
phrase dted in the Oxford 
Dictionary of Quotations. In 
Edogue IV, lines 6-7, he read: 
Redeunt Saiumia Regna 
[with RSR as its initial letters), 
and lam Nova Progenies Cae- 
lo Demittitur Alto . spelling 
out INPCDA. 

This translates as “The 
Reign of Saturn (ie the Golden 
Age) returns: now a new 
generation comes down from 
heaven above”. “It all means 
exactly what Carausius want¬ 
ed to say — in fact they were 
probably his slogans," Mr de 
la Bedoy£re says. “New Em¬ 
peror, Old Virtues” in modern 
election-speak. 


Pt m nb er s* Compa ny 

The Lord Mayor, accompanied by 
Mr Alderman and Sheriff Clive 
Martin and Colanef M. Carnegie- 
Brown. presented the Plumbers' 
Company 1997. award jd: Acting 
leading . Maxine - Artificer .S.' 
Simms of HMS Sudan 'and the 
Saint Michael Medallion to 
Liwsyman Terry Flllaiy al the July 
Court luncheon held yesterday at 
Ironmongers’ H&IL Mr Charles 
Smith. Master, presided, assisted' 
by Mr P. R. Brunner, Upper 
Warden, and MrE-W. Hopkinsim,. 
Renter Warden. The Dean of St 
Paulis was among thbse present 


C. Watdhtini-'^andr.-of- 'MtST V; . Mr David Broodier to be Ambas- 
WaichorB. bf Pei«arth,^:.SqtUh V\sador tn the Czech Republic from 
Glamorgan/ wid Susannah. •' October in^uccession to Sir Mich- 
daughter oF Dr andMrejP.T.OIcv - : arf. Burton who wiD be retiring 
of Louth. Lincolnshire... .-front foe Diplomatic Service. 


Dinner 


- .*i -A- 


_• Lord Mayor . , s '.• 

The Lord Mayor entertainal at' 
dinner last'night at foe M&rision 
House foe'Lorn-Omneeifor-sod' 
Lady Irvine rf Lairg, the Land 
OikfJusticeaDdLady^ngfraixwrf 
CqritluB. fo^-Mastorpfithis Rbflk, 
I and Lad(y Woolf, tfcife yiceijjtu^^ 
edtor of foe Supreme Court ahd : 
Lady.Scott, foe Preskleat qf.foe.- 
Famiiy Division and Lady Brown 
and other of,Her Majesty* Judges, 
Aldermen. Sheriffs, foe Chief 
Commoner and.some members of 
the Court of Common Coondl and. i- 
Offiptts . of foe! Corporation 
London and their escorts. 

The Lord Mayor,, foe lord - 
ChanceUar. and foe.:Lord. Chirf 
Justice were foe speakers- Among 
others preserirwere: ' 

Sir Edward and Lady Howard, the 
Lend Advocate and r lady HanJie. 1 
foe AttoraeyGeBend and- Mrs : 
Mcari*. foe Soliotor-Goieraiand 
Lady Fakocerof Thoroton, the 
Lord Chief Justice of, Northern 
frdand mid Lady CarxwelL-tord 
NsfhoBsr of Btrieenbead. Lord 
Cooke of Thorndon, Lord Slynir of 
Hadley. Lord Goff: of Ouevdey. 
Lord Lloyd of Berwick. Lord Hope 
of Craighead, Lord Hutton, Sir 
Thomas Legg,QG and Larfy Legg, - 
the Master of foe SoJkirors'Com¬ 
pany and Mrs Aveiy-Jpnes,jfoe 
Chief Mepopolilarr' StipendSry 
Ma§harait and Mrs* Badge, foe 
Cbatoirtan of foe Cbdncffoffoe^Bttr 
and Mrs Qwen. Mr Koth Vax, 
MP, asad- Mrs Vaz and Mr and 
Mrs R L Turner. 


Anglo-Colombiai! Society. 

The annual ^dependence Day 
(July 20) luncheon of foe Anglo- 
Colombian Society was held yes¬ 
terday at Grosvenor House. Dr 
Carlos Lemos Sinunoods.. Vice- 
President of Colombia and presi¬ 
dent of the society. Viscount 
Montgomery of Alamem and Mr 
Alastair Forsyth, chainnan. were 
foe speakers. 


Baron Cowdrey of 
Tonbridge 


The life barony conferred upon Sir 
Michael .Colin Cowdrey has been . 
gazetted by the name, style and 
title of Barra Cowdrey' of 
Tonbridge; of-Tonbridge in foe 
County of KenL •- 


Baron Russell- 
Johnston 


The life barony conferred upon Sir 
David Russell Russell-Johnston 
has bsen gazetted by the name, 
style and title of Baron RnsgeD- ■ 
Johnston, of Mingimsh in Hidi- 
lands. • 


Memorial services 

^Mn^joMpUiKdiiM - 
1 A service of thanksgiving for the 
-fife of Miss Josephine Heather 
Chdd, caffighqfoer. .artist and 
author,.was held yesterday at St 
,itoEi%-jtaergfidcL The Rev Robin 
Deoidsum officiated and gave an 
' afohEffi, assisted by the Rev Sue 
-Roberts; • Mr Simon Madcamess 
read the lesson.: 


MrUoyd Tnrncr - 
A memorial service for Mr Lloyd 
Turner, farmer Editor of the Daily 
Star,' was held yesterday at St 
Bride’S, Fleet Street Canon John 
. Oates officiated and Mr Richard 
Stott read the lesson: Mr Peter 
Tory read If by Rudyard Kipling 
and Mr Ray Mills read Remember 
by Christina Rossetti. Sir Jocelyn 
Stevens gave .an address. 


Church news 


Appointments , " 

The Rev Christopher Bull Priest- 
in-Otarge; Blackwell Heath (Ox¬ 
ford): to; he also Rural Dean of 
Wycombe (same diocese). 

Tbe Rev Dr David . Chantrey, 
Rector. Beckbury Group of 
Churches (Lichfield): to be also 
Chairman, Cans (Care, Action, 
Responsibility and Justice in Sod-. 
ety) (same diocese). 

The Rev Philip Dalhrway, Priesr- 
m-Charge. Didcot All Saints (Ox¬ 
ford): to be Rector (same benefice). 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


ObtU h«I( 1 to Win, "Do Snot no I 
harm. Who tan mi ltfled 
bis hand against ibe LonTs I 
aMlBUd ud ooaa sana- 
WwC 1 Saanwl 36 t 9 


TRADE: 0171481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


BIRTHS 


DEATHS 


TICKETS FOR SALE FOR SALE 


BIRTHS 


ALTMAH - On July 19th. to 


PAfUOM - Soe Altman. 

POLK - On 18th Inly, to Brian 
Polk aad Cat bar Ids 

MacMillan, a son, Henry 
Ambrose MacMillan Polk. A 
brother for MatgaMt. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


l?er 


HMtPBI - Mazy on 21st July I PARRV-JOMU - Prole 


P —e e fu Uj. DwoiM wife of 
the late Tony and mother of 
Carolina. Funeral 30th July 
3pm at Appledoro. 


Charlotte (o6a Parkin) and RBKMJF ■ On 17th July, 


Brian, a daughter, Lydia 
Henrietta Sadie, a Sister for 
Frederick and Georgina. 


George and Karen, a son. I 
la m a s Thomas McGregor, s i 
brother for Max, 


}a3 7 ? a £? ** noaowsw - On lull lVth ai 
Adventist HospltnL Hong The Portland Hospital, to 
KOTB. to T<mr and Bowna MarY and Boh. a son. 
Cnee Abn anX a *xa. Mark Mitchell Gerard. WPat a 
^monReyME. Paula rim btrtb&r? gift for DadS 

laib . , TOWaW - OB XAUt Jol T 1997, 
.f “ Sarah-fam <trf« Bassett) 

Thumax. Freddie and Rates. Ocdrto. 

DONOVAN * On Juiy 15th St aBMBaaaaHMm 
The Portland Hospital, to — 

LomUa^ a ion. Benjamin, a DEATHS 

brother for Matson. .. ... 

DOYLE - On Joly 2X«1. to m m IMIIM ■— 
Jessica (ode Gongtndea) and AmWtKON O IftMnt - Henry 


HOBBS - David died pMCtfglh 
oa IStb Jane 1997 at 
Tozxlngton Cottage Hospital. 
Goad friend of Michael 
Bulnbrtnga who died on Zlth 
June 1997. Will he sadly 
missed. 


Mitchell Gerard. WPat a 
birthday gift for DadS 

TOWER* - OB XAth Joly 1997. 
to Sexah-JaxM (.aft Bassett) 
and Bamon Paul.a beautiful 
daughter, Daisy Isabelle. 

WALLACE . On 2lst July at 1 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Lawn fade Barcosn) and 
Bob, a eon, a brother for 
Octnfn. 


DEATHS 


HACAULAY - Colls Alexander. 
Peacefully, In Toronto, 
Canada on July 22nd. 1997. 
in his ddth year. Husband of 
Etonbetn CBotroelQ. Father 
of Dong CAlexandra) Of 
Ottawa, pm of South Africa 
and Boh (CberO of Calgary 
Survived by five 
grandchildren, private 
family service. Cremation 
Arrangements under the 
direction of the Humpinvy 
Funeral Home - A.W. miw 
C hapel. (416) 487-4523. 


James, a daughter, PansT 
Georgia, a sister for India 
and ha lite. 

CIV MOKE - On I9th July, at 
home, to Kathryn (nde 
TopAare) and Charles, a ion. 
Archie Charles Llndley. a 
brother for fasper and 
Angus. 

ELEFTHDttOU • Oa July 19lh at 
The Portland Hospital, to 
Jeanette and Theo, a 
beautiful daughter, Lara 
Pamela. 

JAMtETT-On Friday 18ih July 
1997, to Emma (nee 
Ashanden) and Jonathaiv ■ 
beautiful daughter, Kate 
Mary Ann (Katie). With 
special thanks to all at The 
Lister Hospital. 

MAYHEW- On 5th July 1997, i 
to Lisa and lanes, a 


peacefully On 21st July In 
his 82nd year at AQ Hallows 
Hospital, Ditch Ingham, 
Norfolk. Beloved husband of 
Smd end de arl y loved father 
of Maureen «i»i Mlfhinl ™i . 
brother of Elizabeth, i 
cherished grandfather to 
five tad groat-grandfather to 
five- Formerly of 
W e stmins ter College. Oxford 
and Principal of Susdsdand 
College of Education. War 
Service 1st Survey Regiment, 
H - A -. 8th & 14th Army. 
Private cremation. 


5 . J** a Denathms if desired to AH 
AshaodenJ and Jonathan, a HaUotn RosphaL 

t^KaSo' with “AWWMttee-httchaei died 

SaaffSgJB K- s I 


M1IMER . Eric Charles Mfiner, llemorial 1 

hSwXii 

1997. died pareefully at age Oawm fh 
d9 at hit home, 3040 ® 

tttadaririH Drive NW, Calgary. _ 

Alberta, Canada, altar a HOWHTHIE 
fongthy same with chocks. Stephenson 
He was pred eceas ed by his "g"* 

tei Estelle. He lanes **} te*fog 
his mother **«., his wife Spanttt 

Elisabeth, his daughter Thanksgis 
Suzanne, son-in-law David. August al 
gtanddaughteis t*n^i maJ Mcnrfag P 
Alas, and ions Mack, PanL 
Simon wad Xoben. A SADARAMQJ 
celebrailoii of Eth^h Ufo wOJ Gerllnde 
be brid at The University of Baumann) 
Calgary tn dug course. Cuts peacefully 
la his memory may be node 3997 aftei 
to The ttUvsmdty of Calgary flaUamdns 
towards the Eric Milner triMafHlra 
Sc h ol ar tiiip Ftmd. Angelina 


WQUam Uytreiyn, son of the 
hue Ob aad less W. Parry- 
Jones and brother of Dr. OC 
Parry-Jones. Dearest and 
most loving husband of 
Brenda, devoted aad 
cherished father of B u n wm , 
Celia and Daniel, much loved 
rather-in-law of Michael.. 
I ostia and Liz and proud | 
g ra n df a ther of Isabel. EmCy 
aad Bean William. Died 
peacefully on Sunday 20th 
July, M homo, sammndad by 
all Bis family, after a 
courageous struggle against 
cancer. HU presence is 
irreplaceable. Funeral 
Service fallowed by burial, 
for family, close bsmm b amt 
associates at Baidemock 
Parish Church, Budorit, 
Glasgow, at 10 am on 
Sa t urd ay 2dih Joly. Family 
flowers cmly, or donations, if 
duslrsd, to the Station 
Oncology Unit, Western 
Infirmary. Glasgow. A 
Memorial Service will bo 
held doling October In 
foasgow ttotvacriry Chapel, 


ShgTI teH - S ylvta Florence WHmWORTH - On 23 id July. I 
CofoNvwbokSXsomUniyuMl pMCrinOy, fast*, aged So. 


SHIIhcjt - Sylvia Florence 
Caee HewtwhJXsaddanly and 
p wce f u Hy at bar home in 
London on Sunday, 20th July 
1997. Creiaatha will taka 
pfoee at Weet London 
ClMnatorinnv Harrow Road, 
London W1Q 4BAat 2.45 pm 
oa Taeaday, 29th July. No 
dowers, please: she would 
prefer donations to one of 
the Cancer charities la 
memory of her husband 
Arthur, or to WhteriUd. 


peo caf nay, Fete*, aged 8*. 
Sadly mused by GD and 
lamny. Private Grsmarioa. 
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STURDY - TUdUn Florence meMrewn 

Groce. Sled on July 19th —- 

1997 aged 17 feats afier a SERVIPFS 

fcmg md conagoous fight 

against cancer. She eras ewaswow 

JwT lovad by her hnge 

fondly and wfll be gmariy row «ms - 
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SSwra tSoSTaSs; 

spirited daflsnre touched all a—a. tw oiTSo rpsodi 


0WMTII1E • Kichard 
Stephenson on 21n July in 
lock aged 75. Much loved 
aad ioriag Bosfaond. father 
and iiowtfu het S ei il co of 
Tbahkegirlag on 13 th 
August at 2.15 pm at 
Plenilag Parish Church. 


spuneddeOrnee touched all «—a. tw 01 ass Tosogi 
who knew her. Tabithn'a 
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WAUNM - Katrina JJL aged 
24. Funeral Service al St 
BariholoaeWs ring 

Edward Xoad. OdHrid Fa*. 
Both, at 11 um Friday 26 ih 
J^^uhfo. tab (0122S) 
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SADAHAMQAJtl - Mariennw 
Gerllnde "Mia" (ntfe 
Baumann) aged 53, died 
peacefully on 20th July 
1997 after a courageous 


District Hospital- Good 
friend of David Hobbs who 
dted On 15th lone 1997. Will 
be sadly missed. 


daughter, Harriet Anna, a be sadw mimed. 

FOOT - On 20th July, Darid 
MUR1EV - Oa July 20th. to ftnben Paterson, ■‘in Thv 


Surah (nee Wedd) sad 
Anthony, a daughter, 
Annabel Catherine Wedd. a 
steter for Toby. 

MURPHY - On July 14th at 
Queen Chariotin'*. London, 
10 Beverley (nee Kb) and 
Robert, a son, Alec Fells 
Teddy, ■> brother for Freddie 
and Angus. 


term Paterson. In Thy 
presence Is futtness of Joy 4 . 
Beloved huslmnd of Helen, 
father, grandfather and 
brother. Funeral Service at 
St Peters Upper Church, 
Fambnry, Xant at 230 pm on 
29th July. Family flowers 
only, but donations 
angaries 10 EJL Hickman A 
Son. Teh (01892) £22462, 


wlrt of Harry and mother of 
Angelins and Susanna. < 
OUfim -On 18th July, 1997 « 1 

at the Princess Margaret Breakspear Crematorium, 

Ho»pitaL's , r£s 9 r r. aiSfftyffas 

peacefully after a short j * 1 

Ufamse. dace lath Owlett rwrere amuttf aon«on»tt 
Ule-kmg friend of the hue £»* C " BC,r 

Margaret ltanmon. Funeml Bmeareb ftml 
Service at Care Parish 

Orereh on WMaasday Jnly UNGER . Edwin T. died In 
30th st 2 pm. Family fiowen: Caracas on 12th Inly. 


WAfUtCM - Dr. Daefd John, 
Kndjnly aged 55 •( home 
In Por ts mou t h, '.with the 
Loid far ever'. No Sowea 
Pfoeae. Amadous If derfnd 
to laiperial Cancer Bemtch 
Fund. 
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...will rent you an Acorn StairlifL 


I lini out marc, call us now on Crecfooc 


PWSI8IAM1T - Patrick aged i 
90 on July 21st soddenly ai : 
home. Beloved husband of • 


Joan (nde Romanes) and I ! 
fathar of Caroline Bmttpaar { ; 


30th st 2 pm. Family floweis 
only pleree. Donations, if 
desired, to dare Church. 
Marlborough, Wiltshire. 
Enquiries to Funeral 
Directors, f. Dewey Ltd. 

Wrar Street, Pewsey. Tot 
(01672) 563440. 


Caracas oa 12th July. 
Fnnetal IL30 pm Friday 
25th Joly la the Windsor 

Parish Church, Doaatfams to 
The Prince's Trust. Sadly 
missed by BlUannon , Katyn, 

pAn xr</f nawtyl , «*H 

fondly. David and Ann. 


and of Kichard and : 
Christophez, graadfarher 5 
and great-grandfather. Z 
Oniriaas Island LOl 1932- ’ 
49 . punarel Monday July : 
28th St Mary** Church, S 
MantHOwen,FUmbaat 11 am. ; 
Family flowers only, i 
donations If deataed to Bond j 
British Legfam FJ6. FQW tea. ! 
c/o Lloyds Bask. FtehgaanL ; 
KIP. * 
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Major-Gencral Jofan ; 
Irvine: OBE, Director of 

Medical Sendees, Brifisb 

Army of ihe Rhine, • 
VflfrTS, died on July 1 ? 
aged 83. Hewas.born on 
May 31,1914. • 

J ade Irvine, as he was 
known. Throughout, the. 
Anny, was a big man in 
every sense:, physically 
large and : robust, be had-a 
hugely warm,' generous and 
outgoing personality to match. 
If war bad not broken put in, 
1939. be might well have won 
his Scottish rugby, cap. as a 
prop forward that autumn. -■ • 
His ambitio/i when a medi¬ 
cal student at Glasgow Unjv- 
ersity in the late 1930s, was to 
. become a surgeon. Fate decid¬ 
ed otherwise. He joined' the 
Royal Army Medical Corps 
immediately after qualifying 
in 1940, and his career took a 
very differenrTura. It was one 
store suited to his talents as a 
- tough man of action and . a 
natural leader.... 

Having served in the field 
throughout. the Mediterra¬ 
nean campaigns, he was clear¬ 
ly- more qualified .for a 
command - and staff career 
Than for one as a medical 
specialist He.became one.of 
the first RAMC postwar Staff 
College graduates.' 

Surprisingly, he never, had 
the advantage'of gaining bat-. 
tie experience as a regimental 
medical officer. His first post¬ 
ings were oh troopships plying 
from Glasgow‘mSuezramo 
the Cape. Being an ambitious 
and forthright young officer^. 
he protested after ministering 
to several successive troqp- 
decks that, had he wished to 
serve at sea. he would have 
joined the Navy. 

This ddmarche led to his 
taking part in the short and 
Weak campaigns in Greece 
and Crete.befcne finding him- 
self back al - sea in an impro- - 
vised hospital ship.'evacuating. 
casualties from Tbbnik and 
Benghazi during Audunleck’S 
Crusader. offensive and. the . 
withdrawal to Gazala in the 
autumn of 1941. . 

Just before the!. Battle of. 
Gazala in June 1942, Irvine 
was sent to join an ambulance 
train, which helped to evacu¬ 
ate tiielarge number of casual¬ 
ties. from that disastrous 
battle, , and du ring the snbse- r . 
quent retreat to El Alameiru 


JOHN IRVINE 



He was in medical charge of 
the 8th Ambulanoe Train 
mroughour Montgomery's ad¬ 
vance from El Alamein to 
Tunis. During this- time; he 
. gained operational experience, 
and was discovered to have a 
special aptitude for medical 
organisation and staff work 
- He was' promoted major 
and appointed deputy assis¬ 
tant director of medical ser¬ 
vices for the invasion of SicDy. 
and went on as a medical staff 
.officer - throughout the Italian 
Campaign and latterly in Yu-; 


goslavia, where he was men¬ 
tioned in dispatches and com¬ 
mended for an act of gallantry. 

After the war. lie returned 
reluctantly to his early ambi¬ 
tion of specialising in surgery. 
Not surprisingly, he found the 
long hours of hard work in 
hospital wards tedious. He fell 
back on his wartime experi¬ 
ence and opted to specialise in 
command and staff work in 
place of surgery. He graduat¬ 
ed from Staff College with the 
coveted letters psc (passed staff 
college) after Ms name. 


In his subsequent postwar 
career, he inspired confidence 
and respect among “all arms" 
commanders and staffs fin- his 
balanced, down-to-earth judg¬ 
ments, integrity and high per¬ 
sonal standards. He was well 
known for his bonhomie and 
enjoyment of life. Moreover, 
he and his wife were extraordi¬ 
narily generous in their enter¬ 
tainment of colleagues and 
subordinates alike. 

The highlights of his career 
until he was promoted briga¬ 
dier in 1968 were: command of 


NINA COLTART 


a field ambulance in Korea. 
1953-54, for which he was 
appointed OBE (mil): a jungle 
tour at the height of die 
Malayan Emergency, 1954-56; 
command of the military hos¬ 
pital in Accra. Ghana, in 1961; 
assistant director of medical 
services of 3rd Division. 1964- 
67; command of the Aldershot 
Military Hospital. 1967-68; 
and two tours in BAOR com¬ 
manding field ambulances 
and injecting reality into their 
unreal world of preparation 
for nuclear war. 

Highly regarded as a trou¬ 
ble-shooter by the Army’s 
medical directorate, he was 
appointed deputy director of 
medical services on the Rhine 
in 1968, and of 1st Corps in the. 
following year. In 197L he was 
brought back to Whitehall as a 
major-general to be deputy to 
an old friend. Sir Norman 
Talbot, the Director General 
of Medical Services. They 
made an excellent team: Tal¬ 
bot, a distinguished hospital 
clinician, and Irvine, a highly 
experienced medical staff of¬ 
ficer and commander. 

Although he was now dear¬ 
ly part of die Establishment, 
the "troopship rebel" lay just 
below the surface, and the set 
of his jaw was a reminder of 
the determination of a Glas- 
gow-Scordsh prop forward, 
which, when coupled with his 
total lack of pretension and 
pomposity, made him a formi¬ 
dable opponent in Whitehall's 
corridors of power. 

His final appointment in the 
Army was as Director of Med¬ 
ical Services at HQ BAOR. 
which gave him the opportuni¬ 
ty to display his talents in 
management and leadership. 
So successful was he that his 
appointment was extended to 
September 1975, one year be¬ 
yond the normal retirement 
age. 

After he had left the Army, 
he worked for a time as a 
Ministry of Defence civilian 
medical practitioner before re¬ 
tiring finally to live in Cyprus. 
He returned to Britain later, 
settling near the Cambridge 
Military Hospital. 

He married Maty McNicd 
Cossar in 1941. They had a 24- 
hour honeymoon before he left 
for the Middle East They 
were not reunited until after 
the end of the war. She 
survives him. together-with 
their daughter. 


Nina Coltart, 
psychoanalyst and 

psychiatrist, died on June 
24 aged 69. 

She was born on 
November 21,1927. 

NINA COLTART was one of 
the most prominent of train¬ 
ing analysts, supervisors, tea¬ 
chers and administrators 
from the early 1970s to her re- 
I tirement in the mid-1990s. She 
played an important part in 
the international psychothera¬ 
peutic community for 35 years. 

Nina Elizabeth Cameron 
Coltart and her younger sister. 
Gill, were bom at Short lands 
in Kent, where their father 
worked as a GP. He had mar¬ 
ried the daughter of his part¬ 
ner. Dr E. A Hawke from 
Redruth. Cornwall, and in 
1939 the children were evacu¬ 
ated to the Lizard peninsula to 
be brought up by their grand¬ 
mother. Their mother and fa¬ 
ther were lolled in an early 
wartime train accident when 
Nina was 12. 

Nina was educated at Sher¬ 
borne School for Girls, where 
she was discouraged from 
studying the sciences, which 
she had hoped would lead to a 
career in medicine, because 
her maths was weak. 

Against fierce postwar com¬ 
petition. she vton a place to 
read modem languages al 
Somerville College. Oxford, 
where she became president of 
the junior common room. 
Here her medical ambitions 
were fostered by the college 
Principal. Dr Janet Vaughan, 
and she began studying 
maths, physics and chemistry 
from scratch. Her reward was 
a senior state scholarship to 
Barts (where she aJso won the 
open arts scholarship, unham¬ 
pered by allegedly scoring 
nought in maths). At Barts she 
was the first woman editor of 
the Barts Journal, and her 
very shaky grip on physics 
was greatly improved by the 
Nobel prizewinner Joseph 
RotblaL 

On qualifying. Coltart held 
various psychiatric posts in 
the National Health Service, 
notably al the North Middle¬ 
sex and Claybuty Hospitals. 
She was analysed by Elizabeth 
Rosenfeld, who had assisted 
the Freud family's exodus 
from Vienna. In 1964 she 
qualified as an associate mem¬ 
ber of the British Psycho- 
Analytical Society, becoming a 
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full member five years later. 
In 1971 she became a Training 
analyst and supervisor. 

From 1972 to 1982 she was 
director of the London Clinic 
of Psycho-Analysis, where an¬ 
alysts give their rime free. In 
this role she developed a uni¬ 
que skill in the delicate art of 
marching patient and therap¬ 
ist She went on to assess and 
place more than 3.000 
patients. 

Privately, she confessed to 
preferring psychotherapy to 
psychoanalysis, and she ab¬ 
horred arrogance, dogma and 
preaching on any analyst's 
part. Her own analyses were 
often profound, but they were 
phrased in straightforward 
language, and with a strong 
sense of humour. 

From the mid-1960s she 
practised Theravada Bud¬ 
dhism. and she was fascinated 


by the links between Bud¬ 
dhism and psychoanalysis. 
She chaired the Hampstead 
Buddhist group for many 
years, supported the monas¬ 
tery at Great Gaddesden in 
Hertfordshire, and helped 
with the founding of the Budd¬ 
hist monastery at Chithurst, 
near Petersfield. 

Her three books, all pub¬ 
lished in the 1990s — Slouch¬ 
ing Towards Bethlehem, How 
to Survive as a Psychothera¬ 
pist and 77ie Baby and the 
Bath Water—were meant for 
the genera] reader as much as 
for the professional one. 

Nina Coltart loved travel¬ 
ling and regularly lectured in 
America, Australasia. Sweden 
and IsraeL Away from work 
she was a skilled calligrapher, 
and enjoyed opera and mod¬ 
ern fiction. She was un¬ 
married. 


RON BERRY 


r breaks 


ea^ 3 ’ ; 

in 


Ron Berry; Welsh 
novelist died on July 16 
} aged 77. He was bom on 
February 23.1920. 

IN NOVELS and short stories, 
written in his ; unmistakably 
individual style, Ron Berry 
described lives painfully eked- 
out in the underbelly- of the 
society of • post-industrial. 
South Wales- His tone, was 
generally rueful, though not 
bitter. But hepulled no punch¬ 
es. 

life in. the Valleys as be 
depicted it was, if not exactly 
nasty, brutish and short, then 
a constant struggle by. the 
little man against the “naves" 
as he saw them: unscrupulous 
commercial, fat cats; the Estab¬ 
lishment at the Welsh Office in 
Cardiff; or personified-by the 


television producer who has 
taken Saesneg gold and disap¬ 
peared to a luxurious life at the 
BBC in London- 
'. Yet, although Berry is re¬ 
garded as one of Wales's more 
significant postwar novelists 
writing in'English (along with 
Glyn Jones' and Eiqyr Hum¬ 
phreys), it may eventually be 
seen that the short story was 
his true, metier. The con¬ 
straints of the form helped to 
guard against a sometimes 
over-lush, sometimes merely 
messy, prose style. It also 
restrained a tendency, evident 
in the novels; to over-excitable 
descriptions of sexual activity. 
. But when Berry returned to 
the novel for the last time, 
after a. quarter of a century, 
with This bygone (1996), set, 
- this time, in the Valleys of the 


1930s and 1940s, it was appar¬ 
ent he was attempting some¬ 
thing different from its 
predecessors. This time the 
lyrical prose-poetry was care- 
folly calculated — in marked 
contrast to the uncontrolled 
breathlessness of the earlier 
novels. True, there was a 
suspicion in places that the 
ghost of Dylan Thomas might 
Turk obtrusively at the writer^ 
shoulder. But the result was 
genially hailed as being a 
moving book which authenti¬ 
cally, conveyed the life of the 
South Wales coalfield in its 
heyday. 

Berry’s grandfather had 
come from England as a farm 
labourer, hoping for riches 
from die South Wales coal 
Klondyke. Ron was bom in 
T92Q in Blaen-cwm, in the 


Rhondda. He was a natural 
rebel — miner, navvy, fitter, 
merchant navy seaman (brief¬ 
ly, during the Second World 
War), boxer and footballer. 

His early life was char¬ 
acterised by a good deal of 
“ducking and dodging", as he 
put it trying to keep out of 
authority's way but without 
the funds to do so successfully. 
The tribulations of this woeful 
condition are wryly explored 
in his short stories, many of 
which smack sharply of the 
pains of personal experience. 

An accident in a football 
match in 1943 damaged his 
knee, and he was never to play 
the game again. At some point 
he went AWOL from the 
Ordnance Corps; he then be¬ 
came a carpenter, and made 
some sort of living on various 
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sites in Wales and London. 

He married Rene Jones in 
1948. often moving from job to 
job, and sometimes to no job 
at all. He began writing 
poems and essays, but no one 
wanted to print him. After a 
spell at Coleg Harlech, a resi¬ 
dential college of further edu¬ 
cation for mature students, 
and an abortive attempt to 
enter a teacher training coll¬ 
ege, he returned with Rene 
and the children to Tre- 
herberL There, while working 
as assistant manager at the 
swimming baths, he wrote his 
first novel. Hunters and 
Hunted (1960). Set in the 
imaginary Welsh mining vill¬ 
age of Blaenddu (a thinly 
disguised version of his native 
place), it somewhat pantingly 
described the sexual adven¬ 
tures of three young men. and 
attracted good reviews. 

Four novels followed in the 
next ten years. The last was So 
Long, Hector Bebb (1970). the 
tale of a second-rate Welsh 
boxer whose all-absorbing de¬ 
votion to his craft has tragic 
domestic consequences. The 
Full-Time Amateur (1966). 
another libido-filled Valleys 
performance, attracted the at¬ 
tention of the film-maker, 
Bryan Forbes, but nothing 
came of the project 

Then suddenly no erne 
would publish Ron Berry. He 
accumulated six novels and 
many more rejection slips. He 
did some radio and TV work 
and wrote soccer reports for 
The Observer for a season. He 
also wrote short stories, a 
number of which were pub¬ 
lished in Planet and the New 



Welsh Review during the 1970s 
and 1980s and kept his name 
before the Welsh reading pub¬ 
lic. In despair over his fiction, 
he began an autobiography. 
When his children read it, they 
discovered they had a very 
different father from the one 
they thought they had known. 

Then he turned to a subject 


dose to his heart: the way of 
Iffe of the Rhondda during the 
Depression of the 1930s and 
after. This Bygone, which was 
published last year, is a 
lament for a vanished way of 
life, in which Berry’s manifes¬ 
to was clear. "Word-of-mouth 
cultures", he observed, “cease 
in cemeteries." He was deter¬ 


mined that this one should 
not. 

Ron Berry had never en¬ 
joyed good health, and in later 
years he was plagued by osteo¬ 
arthritis. His spirit, neverthe¬ 
less, remained indomitable. 

He had two sons and three 
daughters. They and his wife 
all survive him. 


AUSTRIAN PRESSURE 

ON SERVIA. 

PRESENTATION OF NOTE. 

The Austro-Hungarian Note was presented to 
the Servian Government at 6 o'clock last 
evening by the Austro-Hungarian Minister at 
Belgrade, General Baron Giesl von 
Gieslingen. It demands a reply within 48 
hours. 

The language of the Austro-Hungarian 
Note is severe, not m say violent Its lone is 
dial of an indictment. It cites the declaration 
made by Servia to Austria-Hungary on the 
advice of the Powers, tm March 31.1909. at the 
end of the crisis which attended the annex¬ 
ation of Bosnio-Henegovina. It charges 
Servia with abetting propaganda against die 
Monarchy and with, at feast, indirect respon¬ 
sibility for the assassination of the Archduke 
Francis Ferdinand and the Duchess of 
Hohenberg by Bosnian Serbs at Sarajevo on 
June 28. 

The Note further alleges that it results from 
.the confessions of the perpetrators of the 
Sarajevo outrage that the assassinations were 
planned at Belgrade, that the arms and 
explosives with which the murderers were 
provided were given to (hem by Servian 
officers and officials belonging to an assod- 
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77ic assassination of Archduke Ferdinand, 
heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, gave 
the dual monarchy the excuse to attack 
Serbia. Austria-Hungaiy accused Serbia of 
indirect responsibility for the killing and 
Serbia's placatory reply mas rejected. 
adon called the Narodna Obrana, and that 
the passage into Bosnia of Ihe criminals and 
of tlieir arms was organized and effected by 
the chiefs or the Servian Frontier Service. 

In view of these circumstances the Note 
stales that it is no longer possible for the 
Monarchy to maintain the attitude of expec¬ 
tant forbearance hitherto observed, or to 
[derate the machinations which it alleges to 
have been hatched at Belgrade against the 
territory of the Monarchy, It is therefore 
compelled to demand from the Servian 
Government a forma] assurance that it 
condemns this dangerous propaganda, and 
that it will no longer permit such machina¬ 


tions and propaganda. The Austro-Hungar¬ 
ian Government further demands that a 
declaration to this effect shall be published in 
the Servian official journal and embodied in 
an Army Order; that proceedings shall be 
instituted against individual subjects of the 
Servian Crown, with regard to whom specific 
charges are made; and that the Servian 
Government should accept the cooperation a[ 
the Austro-Hungarian authorities in 
suppressing propagandist organization*. 

BELGRADE JULY 23. 
The Note is in the following terms 
On March 31. 1989, the Royal Servian 
Minister in Vienna, on the instructions of the 
Servian Government, made the following 
statements to the Imperial and Royal Govcm- 
menn- 

The history of recent years, and in 
particular the painful events of June 28 Iasi, 
have shown ihe existence of Servia of a 
subversive movement with the object of 
detaching a part of Austria-Hungary from the 
Monarchy. The movement, which had its 
birth under the eyes of the Servian Govern¬ 
ment. has had consequences on both sides of 
the Servian frontier in the shape of acts of 
terrorism and a series of outrages and 
murders..." 
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Savers reject Nationwide windfall 


■ Savers with the Nationwide, Britain’s biggest building 
society, voted by a margin of nearly three to one to forgo a 
£2.000 windfall in order to retain the society’s mutual status. 
They rejected, by one million votes to 350.000, moves by five 
rebel candidates, led by the eccentric former royal butler 
Michael Hardem. to convert the society into a bank-.. Page I 


Students will face £10,000 debt 


■ Most students will leave university with debts of more than 
£10,000 as a result of the Government’s announcement 
yesterday that it is to scrap maintenance grants and to 
introduce fees for full-time university courses. David Blunkett, 
the Education and Employment Secretary, said the changes 
were necessary to provide more money for a university system 
that he described as being in crisis-Pages l, 12 ,13 


Tory shake-up 

A bon on foreign donations and 
disciplinary powers to expel or 
suspend MPs guilty of gross mis¬ 
conduct were promised by Wil¬ 
liam Hague as part of the biggest 
shake-up in the Conservative 
party for more than half a 
century___Page I 


More Swiss accounts 

Another list of about 20.000 dor¬ 
mant prewar accounts is to be 
published by the Swiss Bankers’ 
Association in October — Page 1 

Peace setback 

Ulster Unionists threw the peace 
process into disarray by voting 
down the Anglo-Irish plan for 
IRA disarmament-—Page 2 

Jaffa attack 

Shaken by the type of horrific 
terrorist incident to which Israelis 
haw become accustomed. 41 Brit¬ 
ish Jewish teenagers vowed to 
continue their educational tour 
which began with an attack on 
the streets of Old Jaffa Page 3 

Climbers killed 

Two British climbers fell 3,000 ft 
to their deaths while posing for 
photographs on a ridge on Mont 
Blanc in the French Alps.. Page 5 

DPP ‘error’ 

Two policemen could be charged 
with manslaughter after the Di¬ 
rector of Public Prosecutions 
admitted that there had been an 
error of law in reaching her view 
not to charge them —__ Page 6 


Judicial partnership 

Lord Irvine of Lairg, the Lord 
Chancellor, proposed a new part¬ 
nership between judges and min¬ 
isters to give the judiciary input 
into government policymaking 
on the justice system Page 8 

Tenancy law battle 

The Government faced calls to 
reform the law after a man who 
lived with his homosexual part¬ 
ner for almost 20 years test his 
battle for the same succession 
rights as a spouse-Page 9 


Berisha resigns 

More than two weeks after his 
landslide defeat in the Albanian 
general election. President 
Berisha resigned _Page 14 

Snatch called off 

British forces in Bosnia came 
within minutes of seizing three 
indicted war criminals last 
March but the snatch operation 
was called off because insecure 
communications gave the game 
away —-— -Page 15 


German flood crisis 

One of the sodden dykes holding 
back the torrential Oder river in 
eastern Germany finally burst, 
flooding low-lying villages and 
farcing residents to evacuate their 
homes......-.Page 16 

Liberian election 

Charles Taylor, the Liberian war¬ 
lord. won through the ballot box 
the power he had tried to take by 
force—-—Page 17 


Hands-off driver takes to the road 


■ No hands; no feet; not even any eyes. On one of America’s 
first stretches of fully automated highway, scheduled to open in 
2002. human driver input is discouraged. At a demonstration 
of the 7.6-mile stretch east of San Diego, a bus driver 
relinquished all control of his vehicle to a computer and several 
thousand magnets embedded in the tarmac---Page 16 




— / 


Prewtevr. Can sodety.ever forgive a 
paedophile? Hunting Bobby. Oat- 
xqy (Channels 9pm). flovfew: Joe 
Joseph on acting flat tries to tell the 
tprfo... m __Pages 46,47 


plhriceof knowledge 

Ron Dearihg has produced an 
admirable - report; and -David 
* Bfurikett has shown real courage in 
^extending its reachPage 21 

Business and pleasure 

It'wiH be several months before the 
'Tiredse mechanisms .can be "put in 
place to ghre'effect to Mr Hague’s 
intentions but he has, so far,- shown 
sr welcome serious**^: ofintent 
-in. learning from tis r party’s 
bumfliafkai.-i.i.PagcZl 
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NatWest The Serious Fraud Office 
has derided not to investigate 
events at NatWest Markets that led 
to a £90 million “black hole” in the 
books_Page 25 


Eeonony: Household goods retail¬ 
ers enjoyed a record month in June 
as consumers rushed to spend their 
building society windfall 
payouts —..——Page 25 


Building societies: Northern Rock, 
the building society that is due to 
float on the stockmarket iii Octo¬ 
ber, revealed a fall in half year 
profits of 27 per cent to £62.6 
million...Plage 25 


Markets: The FTSE100 rose 27.8 to 
4S74.5. Sterling rose from 105.7 to 
106.6 after a rise from $1,6766 to 
$1.6810 and from DM3.0392 to 
DM3.0712-Page 28 


Cricket: After satisfactory prepara¬ 
tion for the fourth Test match Eng¬ 
land cannot afford to be defeated by 
Australia at Headingley with two 
matches to play-Page 48 


Football: EQ million is being raised 
to promote England's attempt to 
stage the 2006 World Cup. the 
highest figure spent in trying to 
bring an international sports event 
to Britain_Page 48 


Cycling: Neil Stephens, ah Austra¬ 
lian, rode to the biggest win of his 
professional career when he won 
the seventeenth stage of the Tour de 
France....—..... Page 46 


Racing: A crowd limit of 50,000 is 
to be introduced on each day of the 
National Hunt Festival at Chelten¬ 
ham next year after complaints by 
spectators about conditions Page 43 


Cross-channel: Helena Bonham 
Carter displays her French m an 
unremarkable tale of Parisian 
yuppies. Portraits Chinois. also 
Paloakayilte, an endearing film 
about bungling crooks--. Page 33 

Digging for posterity: A remark¬ 
able photographic montage has re¬ 
corded the work of arohaologists at 
the IrortAge Segsbury Camp; in 
Oxfordshire ; —: Page 34 


Porgy moves to LA: Updated to 
present-day Los Angeles. Gotz 
Friedrich’s new staging of Porgy 
and Bess in Bregenz is a powerful 
demonstration of the continuing 
relevance of Gershwih^.-.Pa^ 35 

Christie’s return: At the Chichester 
Festival Julie Christie has opened 
in Marguerite Duras'S moody per¬ 
iod-piece, Susanna AndlerPxgjt 35 



TOMORROW 


IN THE TIMES 


M CAR 97 
Is Jaguar’s new XR8 
really a woman’s sports 
car? Carol Vorderman 
takes the wheel 


■ WEEKEND 
Orkney’s great gift to. 
mankind... and other 
legendary single 
malts from the islands 


Medical briefing: The benefits ; o& 
wearing trainers, patterns ■ o£4 
weight gain. hcwoMetwoafen-.cm: 
stay healthy, male infertility 
steroid rests—“ L 


Second-hand chlcrTlttift 
are about making astate^wrf:howi 



on Oscar Wide and 
Claire Messud an 
stadfs novel of New; 
world, . — 



Weard'safflngfA; 
adventures, from Se' 

Tail Ship'S Races tothoEndeavour 
replica andCowes WeekiJBage 41 


Cell me: How portable tecfanology 
isrwdrinng its way into our every-■ 
day. lives —™~_^Pages38-3^ 


In his National 

Sovereign was dear, jiitoying down 
the path to a new |joBtfeiI»a^te\ 
At the same time tee' kmg ren»mfl- t 
ed citizens that thdr legitimate 5 
rights always go hand[Tn^aad 
with duties. The dtizen. cannot 
preach from die moral pulpit if he 
is riddled with tax and social sec¬ 
urity fraud — La libreBelgiqMe > 


Seriousorsmirk 

£>The. photographer's art. is a wfiy 
ene. The.cameraman can - combine 
''cosmetics and celluloid to turn al-. 
most anyone -into~a fashion tnodel 
-r-and often does -..——Page21 


WILLIAM REES-MOGG 

lam amazed by the insouciance 
with which' the Government has 
been ’treating the English reaction . 
t& J cOTstitutional change — page 20 
JtfcGNUS UNKLATER- 

bother to travel to Watmin- 
sfKr to campaign for le^al chantgeif 
the power to do so & in the Scottish 
—_ ;-_page:2o 


holt' 

M u ' r 

(fjeetc 

bv$K 


iii ’ ' 


jDAVID BLUNKETT • 

.4£^eryone has accepted that the sta- 
^fus quo fii'higher education is not 
ant option. That is -why we have 
jjggreecfcto decisive action - Page 20 
gETBRJHbDEli: ; 

Tories are to fobk credible, 
they have' to round convincing oh 
policy.“They do hoi remotely da so' 
yeL-L Page II. 
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Major-General John Irvine, doctor; 
Mite eoftert. psychoanalyst Ron 
Bsvry, Welsh author __Page 23 


"(Call for'ieforin ofcabortion laws;' 
defence -of* Radio 3; choice of 


phones 


Page 21 


im 


4, IL 21L 27.28.34 Bonus: 16 
The estimated jackpot is £5 million. 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,540 



ACROSS 

i Fell over in den {4-3). 

5 Martyr's protector abandoned by 
Henry 171. 

9 Harassed by the beak? (9). 

10 Protective cover for a Queen, say 
15). 

11 Place of reflection for women 
wanting to keep up appearances 
(S-5). 

13 Chamber with ways in and out 
serving various functions (8). 

15 First sign of moisture in piping 
needed treatment (6). 

17 Record crowd producing stand¬ 
still (5-3). 

19 Get out the beads in chape) f5). 

22 One adept at picking holes in 
people? 113). 

25 A part that's inaudible on stage 
(5). 

26 Pmon with family values almost 
sad going round the island (9). 


27 


Misjudge 


a contraction as irrcgu- 


28 So-called farmer mostly in charge 
of rural affairs 17). 


Solution to Puzzle No 20.539 


DOWN 

1 Fence affording uninterrupted 

view of two hectares (2-2). 

2 Demand money to dine out in 
City (7). 

3 Orders English stout (5). 

4 Conducts class to gain promotion 

legally (4,4). ! 

5 Resigning for fixing the draw, it is j 
reported (6). 

6 Early dropouts in young set (4-5). j 

7 Vile drank elbowing wife aside I 

( 7 >- 

8 Rant grower has room for little 
ones on island (10). 

12 liberal in a publication, a friend 
and ally (10). 

14 Windy apartment unrvdMiy tem¬ 
porarily provided (9). 
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HOUKS OF DARKNESS 




□ General: Wales and western England 
rural and 


wi/l have some eaty rain. Centra 
eastern England should start dry but 
patchy rain will spread Most areas 
should be drier latw Northern Ireland will 
start weL Rain will soon reach southwest 
Scotland, then spread northeast. 

□ London. SE England, E Anglia: 
earty sunshine, showers in afternoon. 
Ught S to SW wind. Max 23C (73F) 

□ Cent S & Cam N England, E & W 
Mhflands, Channel Isle*: early bright 

S and showers before more tain. 

5 to SW wind Max 20C (68F). 

QE 1 NE England, Borders, Edin¬ 
burgh & Dundee: starting bright, then 
tain. Light S wind Max 20C (6tiF) 

□ SW & NW England, S & N Wales, 
Lake Disc earty rain, then sunny spells 
Moderate SW wind. Max 21C (70F) 


□ Vale oT Man, N Ireland: warm 
sunshine, showers posstoJe later. Mod¬ 
erate S wind, turning W Max 21C (70F) . 

□ Aberdeen, Cent Highlamls, Moray 
Rrth, NE Scotland: morning sunshine, 
heavy rain War. Light SE wind, then 
moderate W. Max 20C (68F), 

□ S W & N W Scotland, Glasgow, 
Argyfb rain then brighter hi south later. 
Brisk W wind. Max 10C (64F). 

□ Orkney, Shetland: earty rain, 
cloudy Light SE wind. Max 16 C (61 

□ Outlook: line and bright tomonew but 
rain in north and west on Saturday. Warm 
in south. 

□ PoBen forecast: tow in London. Cant 
S. SW and NW England. N & S Wales, 
Northern Ireland, N & S Scotland: 
moderate eteehere (supplied by PoBen 
Research Unit). 
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16 Insnecting camouflaged sniper 
wiin sawrniff gun (S). 


IS Most college eniertaunmems 
appear in the end rather vulgar 

A 

20 Clutch of eggs from this sort of 
duck? (7). 

21 Winner with 24, none the less 

leaving a sour taste in the mouth 

( 6 )- . 

23 Imagines this msec! and others 
like it (5). 

24 Noticed part of orean near temple 
(4). 


Times Two Crossword, page 48 


Solution to Championship Qualifying puzzle appears on page 5 
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Afaeeu 

Axreth 

Atajrtfrta 

AmsTrim 
Ktma 
B Aire? 
Bal»kn 


Bartwdos 

Barcelona 

Betrut 

Belgrade 

Banm 

Bormuda 

Game 

Bondn'k 

R nmah 

Budepa 

Cairo 

CapoTn 

Cti'ctwch 

Chrago 
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Corfu 
Cprwgn 
DUMn 
Dubrovnik 
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Malta 
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Sydney 
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Travel as many times as you like from 






w . tu , I . HI „..i^teytea3B^ 

W.a annual travel insurance arranged by American Express youcantakean unlimited number ^ - 
of taps, and save yourself a great deal. To enrol call, quoting reference TWS15, , 



t oniML AORtcin Express 



.0800 700 737 
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‘Black 

hole’ 

inquiry 


by SFO 

. By Jon Ashworth 

THE Serious Fraud Office 
(SFO), has decided not to 
investigate the events at 
NatWest Markets that 
! gave rise to a £90 million 
*Wack hole 1 ” linked to de¬ 
rivatives mispricing. 

The SFO said that the 
Securities and Futures Au¬ 
thority (SPA), which regu¬ 
lates City firms and indi¬ 
viduals, was better placed 
to examine (he wider im¬ 
plications of the case. An 
investigation with a view 
to a criminal prosecution 
was ncrt justified. Uie pub¬ 
lic interest would be “more 
appropriately satisfied” if 
the matter were dealt with 
through regulation. . 

Coopers & Xybnmd. -the 
accountant, and linklaters 
& Paines, (be law firm, con¬ 
cluded an independent re¬ 
port last month, pinning 
tite blame for mod of file 
losses on Kyriacos Pap- 
ouis. a former NatWest 
interest rate options trader. 

Mir Papouis incurred 
trading losses on, marie 
and sterling options, then 
hid them by-creating false 
profits. Hie losses, and 
mispricing went'anddect- 
ed for two years, prompt:, 
ing questions about 
NatWesfs operations and 
internal controls. *'• 

Martin Owen resigned; 
as chief, executive of 
NatWest Markets after five 
report’s publication. The 
SFO - said ainy . inquiry 
would be restricted to a~ 
narrow area. Bfy contrast. 
City regubtora bad the 
power to deal with all the 
individuals concerned and-, 
assess wider questions of 
controls and snpervisioiL 

It was felt tfed the partic¬ 
ular coroplexilies usually 
associated with an SFO 
case - were absent In - 
addition, there were no .- 
difficult areas (tf law to be 
considered and no require¬ 
ment for highly involved 
investigatory accounting 
work, 

NatWest wdcotned the 
SPO’s derision, saying it 
would end tnihelpflil spec-' 
illation. It had co-operated 
folly with the prdhnmary 
SFO inquiiy. The SFA is . 
understood to be looking 
at the case, although there 
has been no amnunoe- 
mentof ajorrnal inquiry: . 

Six . managers quit 
NatWest -last month. 
NatWest has taken steps to . 
improve controls and' 
pledged to continue to. 
upgrade systems and con¬ 
trol infrastru cture on the 
investment banking side. 

Trouble bad'been brew- ~ 
ing at NatWest since De¬ 
cember N96, when Mr 
Papouis left after -four 
years as an interest rate'; 
-options trader-In March. 
NatWest announced that a i 
E77, miHio n “btock hofe" 
had been imobvered; the 
figure subsequently rising v 
to £90 million. .. 

Mr Papouis has de¬ 
din edto comment on alle- 
. gations that he covered up - 
ibsscs and created ..false 
profits river a\two-year., 
period. . ; 

.. Coiamentary page27 


Sterling at eight-year high as windfall cash reaches the high street 

lopping boom threat *3? 
set to put rates at 7% f0 „ r 0 h 0 X e 


ByAlasdajr Murray 
and Phiup Bassett 

THE City is braced for 
another interest rate .rise 
after retail sales data pointed 
to a 1980s-style high steel 
spending boom. 

High street sales increased 
by an annual rale of 5.4 per 
cent in June as windfall relat¬ 
ed spending boosted sales of 
big ticket items. 

Market speculation that 
rates will rise to 7 per cent next 
month sent die pound soaring 
on foreign exchanges- Hie 
pound climbed to DM3.0678 
— its highest level since Sep¬ 
tember 1989— before slipping 
in late trade to dose up three 
pfennigs on the day at 
DM3.0712. Sterling’s trade 
weighted index also touched 
an eight-year high, of 106.7, 
before Ming slightly to dose 
up 0.9 chi the day at 106 A 
The stock market continued 
its rdxxind : as: Wall Street 
climbed higher following Alan 
Greenspan’s positive com¬ 
ments on Tuesday. The FTSE 
100 jumped 85 points in early 
trading but fimshed just 27-8 
higher at 4.8245 
I ■ New evidence that the high 
level of the pound is beginning 
.'itb seriously hurt exporters 
emerged in the latest British 
Qiambera of Commerce quar^ - 
teriy survey that showed ex¬ 
port Orders stumping to a five- 
year lew.. 

’> Economists said the new 
data coupled with foe latest 
rise in the. pound would 
heighten the“policy dilemma" 
faced by (he Bank of England 
over further interest rate rises. 

- But Eddie Georae, Gover¬ 
nor of the Bank of England, 
yesterday told the Treasury 
Select Committee tiiat he 
viewed'sane of the rise in the 
pound as “trirational and er- 
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Hectrical goods Furniture 


ratic". Mr George insisted 
that ■ the pound’s current 
strength is as much connected 
to political developments sur¬ 
rounding EMU as with the 
expectation of further interest 
rate rises. 

Mr George said: “The eco¬ 
nomic cycle explains part of 
the reason for die strength but 
it is mostly associated with 
developements in Europe." 

The Governor also admitted 
dial the Bank is uncertain as to 
the likely impact of windfall 
payments. But Mr George 


rejected the charge of Quentin 
Davies, Tory MP for 
Grantham and Stamford, that 
the Government should have 
taken account of die payouts 
by raising taxation, insisting 
the Budget had gone “a long 
way in the right direction". 

Economists said that with 
the quarterly average growth 
in high street sales now show¬ 
ing an annual rate of 53 per 
cent — the highest figure since 
December 1988 — there is a 
danger that sales growth 
could accelerate further. 


SU-s--: ' 


DIY goods Food 

Adam Cole: UK economist at 
James Capel, gave warning 
that there is much more to 
come in terms of windfall 
spending and sales growth is 
also strong in other sectors 
such as clothing and footwear. 

Andrew Cates. UK econo¬ 
mist at UBS. said: “With 
sterling's strength doing much 
to dampen both domestic cost 
pressures and export demand, 
further increases in base rates 
are not warranted and would 
risk a hard landing for the 
economy next year." 


Ctolhes and shoes 

The separate British Cham¬ 
bers of Commerce study of 
more than 9.000 companies 
showed export prospects drop¬ 
ping rapidly, with a net bal¬ 
ance of 10 per cent of 
manufacturers reporting that 
their forward orders for ex¬ 
ports over the next three 
months are falling — the 
lowest figure since 1992 But 
manufacturers' domestic sales 
and orders are broadly stable. 

Commentary, page 27 
Graham Seaijeant. page 29 


Northern Rock float costs hit £9m 


By Caroline Merrell 


„ NORTHERN ROCK iricnmri 
costs ’ of £9 million as if 
prepared to convert from 
building society to bank and 
float on the stock market later 
this year. 

Despite the Nationwide's 
determination to retain its 
status as a mutual. Northern 
Rock is convinced it will 
prosper as a bank when it 
obtains a fisting in October. 

David Baker, executive di¬ 


rector, said he hoped the 
bufiding society would retain 
its independence after conver¬ 
sion. “We hope that our per¬ 
formance for shareholders 
will ensure our continued 
independence,” he said. Mem¬ 
bers will receive an average 
windfall of £1.400. 

Yesterday Northern Rock 
reported a 27 per cent decline 
in half-year pre-tax profits to 
£626 million. 


The society said it was 
trying to get its balance sheet 
in order before flotation. 

Mr Baker blamed the clo¬ 
sure of its financial services 
division on the high costs of 
compliance. Staff from the 
division will be redeployed 
elsewhere in the society. 

Pretax profits, excluding 
conversion costs and write¬ 
down of property, rose 102 per 
cent to E97 million, helped by 


reduced costs. Net lending fell 
during the six months to £794 
million, from £1.1 billion for 
the first half of 1996. Retail 
receipts rose to £531 million, 
from £302 million for the same 
period last year. The society 
said much of the new money 
came from the recently floated 
Halifax. Alliance & Leicester 
and Woolwich. 

Nationwide vote, page I 
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By Alasdair Murray 

ECONOMICS CORRESPONDENT 

HOUSEHOLD goods retail¬ 
ers enjoyed a record month in 
June as consumers rushed to 
spend building society wind¬ 
fall payouts. 

Official data pointed to an 
extra £150 million of expendi¬ 
ture in the sector last month, 
almost certainly due to wind¬ 
fall-related spending on large 
purchase items. 

Overall sales of household 
goods increased 73 per cent 
from May and were 2! per 
cent up on last June — the 
largest rise since January 198S. 

The biggest winners were 
carpet retailers, with sales up 
30 per cent from last June, 
electrical goods, up 28 per 
cent, and furniture, up 24 per 
cent. DIY sales also increased 
10 per cent on last year. 

Total high street sales rose 
0.6 per cent from May. while 
tiie quarterly rate of increase 
jumped to 53 per cent — the 
highest figure since December 
1988. 

But the windfall-related 
spending, which added an 
estimated 1 percentage point to 
the index, masked a poor 
performance in other sectors 
of the high street, as the wet 
June weather took its toll. 

Food sales fell 1.6 per cent 
from May. while sales in the 
non-specialised stores and 
non-store retailing and repair 
categories also declined. Sales 
of clothing and footwear fared 
slightly better, increasing 13 
per cent from May. taking the 
annual rate to 4.4 per cent. 

Economists said that high 
street spending could be even 
stronger this month as the 
improved weather should al¬ 
low food sales to rebound, : 
while there is likely to be more 
windfall-related spending. 
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Take off 

Europe has derided not to 
block the merger of Boeing 
and McDonnell Douglas 
after winning substantial 
concessions from the 
American aerospace 
companies. Page 26 

Disappointment 

Reuters Holdings, the 
information group, 
disappointed the market 
with a 3 per cent fall in profits 
and a share buyback that 
returns less than a fifth of the 
group's cash mountain. 

Page 27, Tern pus 28 






Applegarth, executive director. Bob Bennett, group finance director, Leo Finn, chief executive, and David Baker 


Analysts shocked at low price for exploration company 

Rambo Energy takes over JKX for £54m 




C59 




WCarlMokitshe^ 

jiot on: ft. Gas. the - exploration 
company chaired, by. Sit Robert^H ott 
ton, is to be taken over by Ramco; 
Energy, an AlMrlisted rival, for'£54 
miUktfta fractional which JKX shares 
were srid to the public tweryears ago..- 
/Raxpco Energy is makmg.a paper 
offer worth 46p per share for JKX. Sir 
Robert, a-fornW 1 chairrnan ofBP and i 
cu ma it ly ' "ritainttan of Rfflltrak- 
brought the exploration group' to_ tiie 


market in July 1995 at 19Gp per share. 
However, despite'owning a stake in big 
op and gasfidkfa m Ukraine, JKX never 
made - much money in the former 
Soviet republic because local custom¬ 
ers failed to pay for the gas it produced. 
‘‘ Oil analyse were shocked at the 
price at. whidh JKX had agreed to sell 
NafWest Securities estimates JKX is 
worth £1 per share. Iain Reid. NatWest 
"analyst, said: “The management 
.appear to have thrown in the tiKwri, 

' recommending such a low price.” 


Ramco said ft had secured the backing 
of institutions accounting for 26 per 
cent of JKX shares. 

These are likely to include Morgan 
Grenfell which, prior to a rights issue 
in February, owned 17 per cent of the 
company. Peter Young, the controver¬ 
sial Morgan Grenfell fond manager 
who left after the discovery of irregular 
dealings, is thought to have bren a 
supporter of JKX. Capital Group, the 
US fond manager, held 12 per cent last 
year, while recent investors include 


PDFM, which acquired 10 per cent in 
April, and Mercury Asset Manage¬ 
ment, 5 per cent 

Rameo,'whose shares have soared 
on the bock of its interest in the huge 
oilfields in the Caspian Sea, is thought 
io be looking for a partner to reduce the 
risk pf operating in the political 
turmoil of Ukraine. Bob McCrack, a 
new managing director, was brought 
in this year to cut costs at JKX. 

Tempus. page 28 


‘a smooth running investment process 
demands precision” 

Behind Threadneedle's investment process h'es a commitment to precise measurement of 
risk and return. Hib process is implemented by some of the most respected investment 
managers m the City. Their goat is consistently superior performance. Another reason why 
you should keep your qie on us in the coming months. 
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Rival lottery promises to 





By Jon Ashworth 

A NEW lottery game with a jackpot of £100,000 
is to go on sale in pubs, clubs, and airport 
lounges in November, creating the most serious 
challenge yet to the Narional Lottery. 

Pronto!, a rapid-draw lottery modelled on the 
American-style game Keno. will be backed with 
a £10 million national advertising campaign by 
the team, now at M&C Saatchi. that handled 
the original Naiional Lottery launch. 

Tickets will cost £1. and 20p of each Ticket will 
go to a range of charities, including Mencap. 
The Samaritans, and Great Ormond Street 
Children's Hospital. 

The venture has been pioneered by Lord 


Mancroft. the Conservative peer, whose charity 
scratchcards, including Poppy Day cards for 
the Royal British Ugian. raised more than E5 
million for charity. With scratchcards in 
decline. Lord Mancrofr has turned his attention 
to online games, using a Camelot-style system 
linked to a mainframe computer. 

Pronto! will be launched in more than 2,000 
outlets nationwide, including pubs, dubs. bars, 
restaurants, bowling alleys, airport lounges, 
service stations and shopping malls. The 
network is expected to peak at 10,000 outlets in 
early 1999. Punters will pick up to ten numbers 
from a field of 80. Draws will take place every 
five to 15 minutes throughout the day. 

The venture will be welcomed by chariries. 


which have lost heavily to the National Lottery. 
Lord Mancroft said: The charities that are 
going to benefit from Pronto! will be people 
charities; those concerned with children, the 
sick, the disabled, and the old. Medical 
research charities will also benefit." Unclaimed 
prizes and interest will be passed to the 
charities concerned. 

Lord Mancroft is chairman of Inter Lotto 
IUK). which will receive a management fee far 
its services. Former executives of the Massa¬ 
chusetts State Lottery have been recruited to 
run the venture. Crown Leisure, the slot, 
machine company with a 50 per cent stake in 
Inter Lotto, will service and install lottery 
terminals and advise on distribution and much 


of the funding will be provided by MMK. a 
lottery supplier. Players will typically jack 
three, four or five numbers, potentially winning 
them £50. £I20 br £300. Ten correct numbers 
win £100,000. Roy Fisher, managing director of 
Inter Lotto {UK}, said: “It’S not going to change 
your life, but it might make your day." 

Camelot is tipped to launch its own Keno- 
style game, but has yet to. win regulatory 
approval. Lord Mancroft said: “We are not-a 
tinpot operation and are fully capitalised ..We 
have the best lottery team in the world and in' 
Crown Leisure.have oneof the leaders of the 
leisure industry;" Pronto! retailers will receive- 
commission of about 10 per cent on ticket sales, 
double the amount paid by Camelot "■ ■ 


EU decides 
not to block 
Boeing 
merger 

By Charles BremnerandTom Rhodes 


DES JENSON. 


THE European Commission 
has derided not to block the 
$15 billion (£S.4 billion) merg¬ 
er of Boeing and McDonnell 
Douglas after winning sub¬ 
stantial concessions from the 
American aerospace com¬ 
panies. 

Boeing agreed to drop its 
controversial exclusive suppli¬ 
er contracts with three US 
airlines. 

Brussels quickly claimed 
victory after a transatlantic 
trade war was averted at the 
lasr minute. The Commission 
had for weeks been expected to 
ban the merger at its sched¬ 
uled meeting yesterday. The 


Eureko 
to bid 
for Gan 

By Paul Dorman 

EUREKO, the European 
insurance alliance that in¬ 
cludes the UK's Friends 
Provident is preparing a 
bid for Gan, the state* 
owned French insurer, as 
a first step towards a stock 
market listing. 

Eureko daims to be Eur¬ 
ope’s seventh target in¬ 
surance group but it does 
not own its six partner 
companies, which run 
their domestic businesses 
separately. The umbrella 
company at the centre of 
the alliance principally 
handles the partners’ inter¬ 
national business. 

Jeff Med lock. Eureko’s 
chief executive, suggested 
Eureka is worth up to £750 
million. The addition of 
Gan would create a sub¬ 
stantial business capable 
of flotation. 

However. Topdanmark. 
Eureko’s Danish partner, 
is not willing to support a 
bid for GAN. because it is 
“concerned about its 
shareholders". 

Gan has lost billions of 
francs over the past three 
years, mainly because of 
provisions against bad 
debts of its CIC banking 
arm. Gan's privatisation 
has been delayed by the 
French election, but is ex¬ 
pected to go ahead by the 
end of the year. The busi¬ 
ness could fetch up to 20 
billion francs (£1.9 billion). 


official go-ahead will be given 
next week. 

Commission officials could 
barely disguise their delight 
after whar they saw as flinch¬ 
ing by Boeing under the threat 
of the imposition of heavy EU 
fines. 

Boeing's eleventh-hour con¬ 
cessions were hailed as vindi¬ 
cation of the Commission’s 
insistence that it has authority 
to police the terms of an all- 
American business deal with 
global implications. 

Karel Van Mien, the EU 
Competition Commissioner 
who led the negotiations, said: 
“This was a vital batrle in 
terms of competition policy. 
There was broad agreement in 
the Commission. The reme¬ 
dies the Commission was 
striving for have largely been 
supplied." 

Mr Van Mien’s aggressive 
handling of the politically 
delicate affair was a gamble 
that seems to have paid off, 
reinforcing the EU's regula¬ 
tory muscle on the world 
stage. 

"The outcome was a “victory 
for determination" Mr Van 
Miert said. “No state alone 
could have achieved a result 
like this." 

A White House statement 
professed satisfaction at the 
outcome. President Clinton 
helped to broker the deal in 
telephone calls to European 
leaders. 

Jack Metcalf, a Congress¬ 
man with a big Boeing plant 
in his district in Washington 
State, said Boeing's conces¬ 
sions were merely face-saving 
for Europe. He said: “Giving 
up the exclusive contracts in 
name only is more face saving 
for Europe than any great 
concession." 

Boeing agreed not to con¬ 
clude any new exclusive air¬ 
craft supply contracts with 
airlines before AugusT i, 2007. 
It also agreed not to enforce 
the exclusivity provisions in its 
existing contracts with Conti¬ 
nental. Della and American 
Airlines. 

The company had conceded 
in earlier negotiations to li¬ 
cense any know-how obtained 
under military contracts if 
used in Boeing's commercial 
aria lion business. Mr Van 
Miert said the Commission 
had also received a commit¬ 
ment that Boeing would not 
use its position vis-d'vis cur¬ 
rent McDonnell airline cus¬ 
tomers as leverage to obtain 
an advantage in sales of new 
aircraft. 



Peter Morgan, left, and David Hood, chief executive, said deals among TV players had held back the service 


Electricity market opens up 
to competition next year 

By Christine Buckley, industrial correspondent 


MORE than two million 
households will be able to buy 
their electricity from compet¬ 
ing suppliers by next July, 
under plans laid our yesterday 
by rhe industry regulator. 

Homes in areas currently 
served by Seeboard, Eastern 
and Yorkshire Electricity will 
be the first to benefit from the 
competitive market starting 
next April. These companies 
will be the first to lose their 
local monopolies. 

Tie introduction of competi¬ 
tion in the supply of eleciridiy 
has been beset by arguments 
between the regulator and 


existing suppliers. As only 
Eastern. Seeboard and York¬ 
shire will be ready for busi¬ 
ness on day one only about 
700.000 customers will be able 
to buy competitively, with the 
remaining 1J million coming 
in as their regional company 
gets its technology running. 
Competition is being phased 
in by postcode in three stages. 

Towns and cities included in 
the first phase are: Bolton. 
Bury. Horwich, Rams bottom. 
Chester, Buckley. Connah's 
Quay. Holywell. Mold, Canter¬ 
bury. Deal, Dover, Folkestone. 
Herne Bay. Isle of Thanet. 


Margate, Durham, Chester- 
le-Street, Censett Houghton- 
le-Spring. Hull, Beverley, 
Hessle, Hedon. Hornsea, In¬ 
verness, Elgin, Isle of 5kye, 
Dingwall Ullapool. Mother- 
well, Airdrie. Coatbridge. Lan¬ 
ark, Nottingham. Norwich. 
Great Yarmouth, Lowestoft 
Cromer. Fakenham, Wy- 
mondham, Swansea, Green¬ 
wich. Lewisham, Southhamp¬ 
ton. Lymington, Eastleigh, 
Romsey. Winchester. Tor¬ 
quay, Ashburton, Brixham, 
Dartmouth, Sal com be, Teign- 
mouth. Walsall, Cannock, 
Lichfield, Rugeley. 


Tesco squares up to banks 



By Nathan Yates 


Banks in stores bv autumn 


TESCO, the supermarket 
group, \esierday launched a 
new personal finance service 
in partnership with Royal 
Bank of Scotland. 

Tesco Personal Finance will 
proride banking, loans, insur¬ 
ance, investment vehicles, 
pensions and mortgages by 
July next year in an aggressive 
drive to target high street bank 
and building society 
customers. 

Shoppers will see banks in 
Tesco brandies by the au¬ 
tumn. some oF which may be 
open 24 hours a day. There 
will also be round-the-clock 
phone hanking services. The 


first products — a Tesco Visa 
credit card, a remodelled 
Clubcxrd, and Tesco travel 
insurance — will be intro¬ 
duced on Monday. 

Derek Sachs, chief executive 
of Tesco Personal Finance, 
said: "We aim to offer prod¬ 
ucts that will suit people's 
lifestyles. They will he conve¬ 
nient. jargon-free and value 
for money." About 1,000 jobs 
will be created. 

Sainsbury Bank, a phone 
and cashpoint facility run in 
conjunction with Bank of Scot¬ 
land, has taken more than 
£550 million in deposits since 
its launch in February. 


Pace hit 
by third 
warning 

By Fraser Nelson- 

SHARES of Pace Micro 
Technology fell to a low 
yesterday as the set-top decod¬ 
er producer gave warning 
that the slow emergence of the 
digital tdevisfon market had 
cast uncertainty over its pros¬ 
pects for the fim half 

Returning flat pretax profits 
of £18.4 million (£18.2 million) 
for the year to May 3L the 
company, whose chairman is 
Peter Morgan, said mergers 
and takeovers among the lead¬ 
ing European tefrinson players 
had slowed the emergence of 
digital service. 

The warning, its third in six 
months, caused the shares to 
drop 15 per cent to a low of 
53bp — against its flotation 
price of !72p last summer. 
Earnings fell to 5.7p a share 
(6-Ip). Pice, which was found- ■ 
ed by David Hood, is paying 
a final dividend of L8p, mak¬ 
ing a total 27p. 

Sales of analogue decoders 
dropped from £53 million to 
£32 million in the second half. 
However, the sales from digi¬ 
tal services advanced only 7.7 
per cent to £80 million. 

Analysts said consumers 
are putting off buying a new 
analogue TV in the expecta¬ 
tion that digital television will 
soon be available. 

Although Pawnure Gor¬ 
don, the company’s broker, 
forecast profits of £20 million 
for 1998, other analysts left the 
profits range open between £1 
million and £15 million. 
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Competitiveness 
panel formed 

By Philip Bassett, industrial editor 

the first time since NEDC that 
business and the unions have 
helped to form government' 
policy on industry. 

Margaret Beckett, President 
of the Board of Trade, said she 
wanted the Government's 
commitment to partnership to 
be “more than warm words", 
and the advisory group was 
the first step in making that 
ambition a reality. 

Announcing the formation 
of the new body at her first 
Competitiveness UK summit 
Mrs Beckett said die Govern¬ 
ment’s aim was to find a “thiref 
way" between centralised con 1 
trol .and. fearing everything to. 
the free market which wtwld 
give “dearly identified and- 
agreed roles and . responsi¬ 
bility" to the Government and . 
to business. 

As well as announcing a E30 
million programme to help 
scientific investment, Mrs 
Beckett said she was consider¬ 
ing setting up a unit to identify- 
and understand industries 
and markets of the future. 


THE Government yesterday 
appointed prominent figures 
from industry’ and made 
unions to a new body that will 
advise ministers on improving 
the competitiveness of UK 
companies. 

The body includes Adair 
Turner. Director-General of 
the Confederation of British 
lndustry> and John Monks, 
General Secretary of the TUG 
Other members include Sir 
Terence Conran, a prominent 
Labour supporter. Ian Gib¬ 
son, the Nissan chief execu¬ 
tive. and John Edmonds, 
leader of the GMB union. 

Tesco. Glaxo Wellcome, BP, 
Guinness and British Aero* 
space are represented on the 
19-strong body, which in¬ 
cludes a number of heads of 
smaller businesses. 

Ministers denied the move 
was a return of tripartite 
industry/union bodies such as 
rhe former National Economic 
Development Council, but the 
establishment of The advisory 
group on competitiveness is 



The^fiiture is Orange 
‘ifer lmieustomers’ 

..ORANGE,.the pfoMe^pheme network, yesterday claimed 
a .milliori customers cm.rte bbbks,' ^virig the company a 133 
‘ per -cent market- share.; Orangev .'ianked third behind 
. Vodafone and Ceftriik; has .been steadily lifting its .market 
share since iast'yea£s r fleftatioa- At itiflasi results, pu Wished 
Id March, the company said’it had ^stised its srake to.113 per 
cerii frotnT per aSftlfre pteyidus year.The company still has 
substantial ground to -make up on tfee-two leaders,, whidi 
both have more.thazr2 l 2 million customers each. 

- Orange plains to tift its coverage to 96 per ceiit . of the 
population from 92. per oent- currently. Heavy investment 
pushed Orange deeper into loss last year, when it went £229 
millidh. info the red.' Grange dairiis the turnover of 
customers within ayear is the lowest in the market at lS.6per 
cent, against an industiy avori^e of 28 per dent 

Business superstore 

PLANS to create a “business superstore" of. information to 
help companies to cope with'regulations from cenfral arid 
local government are i^wng drawn up Ify ministers. A 
WHrehsdl committee, chaired by peter KdfojKe, junior Public 
Service Minister, met for the fost time yesterday to identify 
new ways to cut red tape and make lift simpler for business 
people, particularly'^those, with small and medium-sized 
companies. Amcmg ideas bong considered foe making 
official forms available on the Internet' 


- 7.-A ■ 


Shake-up lifts Bullough 

BULLOUGH.die industrnd.erigineerii^ group that hasbeen. 
restructur^h^jqr^arisemprofiteto£8.4milfion fr<Hn E3.I 
miiDon before tax and exceptional itons m-the~haff vyear to 
April 30.. Adjusted earnings rose to 4.77p £L1^ a share^while 
the interim dividend rose'to I^9p (l.I7p). Profits from 
continuing operations increased to £8& million (£5.45 million) 
and disposals resulted in a -£173 million fall in net borrowings. 
Sir Midiael Pickard.chairman, said-Bullough was now “a 
balanced and focused group". The shares rose to 95p. 

Sales boost for;Mf 

SHARES in Norwich Union rose^^^^tsiiieas figures 
released yesterday. Total UK life andpeps^tfn business rose 
£561 million in the first with. 

£47] million. However, new-buanes&^r ^u^ralia and other. 
non-European Union territories> , |s(Wwn from, £150 millipn 
to £120 miltion. Total saks. life; insurance, 

personal equity plaitf (£800 

million). The bulk pf came from 

independent fmgr vred 'wys rose ?!ap to 322p.. 

News CbfirFpx victory 

TIME WA^QlRlfoc^ndTh^NeWs Cotporationhave reached 


rai the New York ci^Cablesystem. over which Time Warner has 
a virtiial ^angfoboltt-The tjeal represents a rictoiy for News 
Corp, parerjt cw,npaity.6f The Times. It ends a nine-month d is- 
putethat kept Foxioff the air in America's largest dty. Time 
WarneO cahlesystem wfilnoioh^rhlpck the 24-hdur news 
chanrud^seen asa rival toCNN.NesvsG^rpwillalsogain ac¬ 
cess to 65 per cent of th6 'Kme Warner systems across the US. 

Euro Disney revenue up 

EURO piSNEY.c^eratOFpftbe Disneyland E^ristbemepark, 
lifted third-quarteroperating revenues Spercetu to FrlSbalHod 
(£143 mfljion). The increase was driven principally ty growth in 
park attendance and hotel oocupaixy, amtinned wfth a smaJI 
increase in average guest spmding throughout the resort. Since 
the start of fiscal 1997, operating revenueshave grown J0.6 per 
cent to Fr3.7.billion. against the same periwHast year.Paribas, 
the broker, issued a "sdl" note yesterday, saying interest and 
odio- costs will hold back net inqtttne.^'' ; ' 

Brewin Dolphin ahead 

PRE-TAX profitij^^Bi^irin' Ddph^ the. 'priya^ 
st<KkbrokCT, rose 4a per cent to E4 JL million in me first half of 
1997, despite ongbirig-aBts relating^ toe fotrodudion or 
Crest tbe Ci^*s electronic share safement system. Pro fits 
included A £06.000 ^in from the sale of a stake in an 

associated company .operating costs increased by nearly £2 
million to £20.1 million, fuelled by Crest investment 
Earnings were lOfip a share (7 frpl.Themterim dividend of 3p 
(23p) wfl] be paid on October L 

Shield-Abbott deal 

SHIELD DIAGNOSTICS, the Dundee firm best known for 
its potential heart disease test, has agreed a five-year deal, 
with Abbott Laboratories, the large US healthcare grirap, 
that will enable It to use Abbotfs instruments. The .first - 
product will be a test for Lyme disease, which is contracted in- 
forested areas and which ran cause skin rash and rheumatic-' 
pain. It is thought Shield is talking to -Abbott about-using its' 
instruments for the mcro important AFT heart^disease, which ' 
is regarded as a potential replacement for-cholesterol testing./ 
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T facre are three good rea¬ 
sons for welcoming the 
<fefeatof Midrael Hanfcm 
an j*Jds fellow pirates, in their 
gfterapt to hijack fee good ship 
Nationwide and convert it into a 
oaot to fee enrichment of its 
t hree and a half mfllinn mem- 
hers.- One is economic, one a 
matter of principle and fee third 
is purely practical. '■ 

The l ast thing the British 
economy needs is anything up to 
£7 biU jon.dumped on fhe high- 
street in time for next summer's 
sales, wife fee promise'of plenty 
more to come as the dwindling 
band of surviving building soci¬ 
eties are picked off by marau ding 
bands of carpetbaggers,. The 
retail sales figures make this 
perfectly dean the growth is in 
those consumer , items whose 
prices neatly coincide-wife the. 
average windfall. 

On this analysis, the inevitable 
rises in interest rates in coming 
months might, not have been 
enough to choke of f.thfc supply of 
fresh money. Theywould instead 
have matte life difficult for mort- 
gagfrholders who -were not 
recipients of demutualisation lar- ■ ■ 
gesse, and for manufacturing as 
fee. pound headed inexorably for 
two dollars. And stiD, as fee next 
batch of building society mem¬ 
bers received fear payoffs, the 
spending spree would continue. 

On a matter of principle there 
may be no proof mat the contin¬ 
uing existence of building soar 
edes modifies the rates charged 
by the converted and by existing 


Carpetbaggers at bay 


banks. But it would seem fool¬ 
hardy to allow societies to join 
fee great auk and'the dodo while 
the theory is unproven. In ten 
years* time we might need than 
again. Even more foolhardy to 
have seen mass extinction driven 
by the worst sort of short- 
termism, fee desire of the greedy 
for a few bob more. 

On * practical note, while the 
antics of Michael Hardem may 
have enlivened the campaign, 
they have given no one who feus 
met him confidence that be was 
ideal for fee board of Nationwide 
or for any other business. His 
style of dress, his choice of 
venues for public appearances, 
his abrupt changes of opinion, 
these are between him and his 
But his decision to 
bis campaign on sheer 
1—"If you want £1,000, vote 
me” -— hardly suggests a 
coherent business plan. 

The same may not be true of 
his four fellow rebels, but the 
. voting figures do not suggest that 
tiie opposition to him -was per¬ 
sonal. He polled a few thousand 
votes less than they managed, 
true,' but the poll in favour rathe 
incumbents, and for mutual 
states, was overwhelming, mid 
almost three tones higher. 

Nationwide is entitled to hope 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


that this puts a lid on the matter. 
Alas, not so, because anyone is 
entitled, at this or any other 
society, to repeat the process. 
Those who call on legal action to 
curb carpetbag ging simply miss 
the point The mutual movement 
has won this battle by defending 
its inherent qualities from 
change. It would be perverse if 
the victory was followed by 
fundamental change brought 
about by Parliament rather than 
by carpetbagging. 

The Bank that 
needs to say no 

A s part of the consumer 
boom currently gripping 
the country, the Bank of 
England's monetary policy com¬ 
mittee should all might buy 
themselves a new pair of spec¬ 
tacles each. These glasses will 
allow the venerable economists 
and central bankers to view the 
sto rmin g retail sales figures in 


the same way that they see fee 
storming pound. Either they take 
both these economic facts of life 
into the reckoning when deciding 
whether to put up interest rates, 
or ignore both. 

Eddie George told the Trea¬ 
sury Select Committee yesterday 
that fee 25 per cent rise in 
sterling in a year was irrational. 
And because the Bank believes 
rise is irrational and somehow 
relates to EMU. it does not see 
how increasing interest rates will 
effect it So it is largely ignoring 
fee pound when deciding on 
interest rates. Meanwhile the few 
bits of British industry which still 
make and export 'things are 
having a dreadful time trying to 
compete at DM3.06 to the pound. 

At the same time the Bank is 
all in a tizzy about consumer 
spending — believing the econ¬ 
omy is in danger of overheating 
like a badly wired toaster. But if 
you take a close look, at the 
consumer boom the UK is enjoy¬ 
ing is is being driven by building 


society windfalls. The Bank may 
say windfalls are the froth ana 
the underlying growth is too 
strong. But this boom has an air 
of being short lived. 

What are people buying? Car¬ 
pets, furniture and electrical 
goods. They are investing in their 
homes. You only buy new home 
furnishings every few years (un¬ 
less you own cats). These sectors 
suffered during the early 1990s 
and it looks like many people 
may be making the expensive 
household purchases they put off 
a few years ago becaue they were 
afraid of losing their jobs. Also 
this bout of avid consumer 
spending is quite likely to choke 
off an element of future expen¬ 
diture on household products in 
the next two or three years. 

The Nationwide vote indicates 
the building society conversion 
boom coulabe over, and with it 
this short-term consumer boom. 
This time next year —without an 
intervention from the Bank — 
there is a fair bet feat we will be 


seeing a fail in retail sales. 
So this apparent boom looks like 
a temporary blip. Meanwhile fee 
strong pound looks like a real 
problem. If the Bank wants to 
Ignore something, it should ig¬ 
nore consumer sales, because the 
pound will rise if interest rates 
are put up again. And that rise 
will not be irrational and will not 
be welcome. 

The Wright 
decision 

T he new director of the 
Serious Fraud Office, 
Rosalind Wright, has 
quickly learnt fee art of the 
possible. By deriding not to get 
involved in fee investigation of 
fee £77 million options mis¬ 
pricing scandal at Nat West Mar¬ 
kets. she has avoided the SFO 
spending many months, and 
possibly many millions of 
pounds, pursuing a case that it 
would be difficult to bring to 
court and virtually impossible to 
explain to a jury. 

Indeed if there had been any 
crime, it would have been in fee 
concealment of the losses, not 
actualy making the losses in the 
first place. This would be akin to 
pursuing a bank robber for 


speeding in the getaway car. So 
Mrs Wnght, who came from the 
Securities and Futures Au¬ 
thority. has said it is an SFA 
matter. 

This should please Kyriaeos 
Papouis and co. because going by 
past performance, the SFA does 
not consider concealing losses to 
be that big an issue. Take the 
case of Bruce Baer, a bond dealer 
at Banque Paribas. Three years 
ago he lost £6 JS million in two 
days, hiding fee losses from his 
bosses. The SFA investigated, 
fined him E5.000 and said he 
could retain his SFA registration. 

Of course fee NatWesi Mar¬ 
kets case is fundamentally dif¬ 
ferent. It is a lot more money, 
involves a high street bank and 
has brought about the resigna¬ 
tions of some senior City figures. 
But if Mr Papouis’s lawyers are 
worth their money, they" wifi be 
studying the Bruce Baer case 
very closely indeed. 

If not now, when? 

WHY DO fee “shareholders of 
Formula One Holdings” (mean¬ 
ing Bemie Ecclestone) feel fee 
need to put out a statement 
saying Salomon Brothers is their 
“exclusive financial advisor" 
advising on “a number of 
staiegic alternatives" wife “an 
initial public offering" fee “pre¬ 
ferred course of action"? Surely 
there can never have been any 
doubt about this. The interesting 
line is “nodecision has even been 
made wife respect to timing." 


LVMH 
tops up 
GrandMet 
holdings 

Bernard Arnault fee head 
of LVMH who on Tuesday 
pushed his stake in Grand 

Metropolitan past 10 per 
cent, kept up me pressure 
against- -fee proposed 
merger of GrandMet with 
Guinness -yesterday by 
increasing.his holding in 
GrandMet 

Market sources said M 
Arnault had : continued his 
lactic of switching out of 
Guinness arid into Grand¬ 
Met though fee amounts 
are thought to have been 
negligible compared .with 
Tuesday’s frenetic trading.* 
ft was confirmed yester¬ 
day that LVMH reduced 
its stake m (Guinness from 
142 pir cent to 12.46 per 
cent, wMe raising to hold¬ 
ing in GrandMet from 637; 
per cent to II jGS per cent 
Volumes in the two com¬ 
panies yesterday were 
around double normal lev¬ 
els. wfe Guiriness shed¬ 
ding 6 J 2 p to 59 J? 2 p and 
GrandMet 5p to 6I7p. 

M Arnault, who has 
resigned as a nonexecu¬ 
tive director of Guinness, 
is due ixrLondoii today to 
meet analysts , and institu-, 
tints to discuss his propos¬ 
al that Gumness x and 
GrandMet should merge 
their drinks arms wife 
LVMH’S. Mott. Hennessy. 
and spin off food and 
brewing interests. 

• Further meetings are 
planned next-week, but a 
spokesman for die French¬ 
man said they should not 
be interpreted as an insti¬ 
tutional roadshow. 

Budget 

blamed 

British Steel-, yesterday 
took a further swipe at the' 
Government’s economic 
policies, blaming weak fis¬ 
cal measures in the Bud get 
for the strength of sterling. 

The company, which is 
accelerating a restruemr- 
ing programme involving- 
thousands of redundan¬ 
cies because of the impact 
of the strong pound, urged 
the GbanceOor.ahead of 
the Budged to _*-increase 
taxation- 

At British Steel’s annual 
meeting. Sir Brian Moffat 
chairman and chief execu¬ 
tive, said; "We support the 

Government's battle to * 
keep inflation at low levels 
but beKeve it is unrealistic. 
to put virtually all - fee" 
pressure for these actions 
on interest rates, when, 
governments of. other. 
European member. states. 
are using fiscal policy rath- ' 

er than interest rates as - 
feeir response totte threat, 
of inflation." 

ICI director 

JGL the chemicals group, 
has appointed Sir Afex 
Trotman. the djahman 
and chief executive of-Ford 
Motor Company, as a non¬ 
executive director. 
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Reuters disappoints City 
mere £200m buyback 



By Jason NissE 

REUTERS HOLDINGS, the 
information group, disap¬ 
pointed the market yesterday 
with a 3 per cent fall in profits 
and a. share buyback feat 
returns less than a fifth of the 
group's £1 bifiian plus cash 
mountain to shareholders. 

Reuters shares fell lip to 
598hp as Bob Rowley, finance 
director, put the blame on the 
Government. He said that fee 
high pound had hit the curren¬ 
cy translation of overseas 
earnings and feat the present 
tax regime did not encourage 
large handouts. 

The cash issue has been 
gnawing at Reuters for some 
tone. It had to drop a; £613 
million handout last year after 
Kenneth Clarice, fee previous 
ChaiKellor."changed the tax 
regime. ; 1 .. 1 

-Mr Rowley said fee tax 
changes in Gordon Brown’s 
first Budget, which removed 
dividend tax credit for pension 
funds, were the “first move to 
creating a level playing field"/ 

The proposed £200 million 
buy bade would stop the cash 
pile from growing further feis 
year. But Peter Job, chief 
executive, said that fee group 
could not go further unless fee 
tax regime changed. 

He added; “We're making 
feis as big as we can within the 
tax capacity we have.. The 


ADRIAN SHERRATT 



Peter Job, chief executive: said the group amid not go further with the buyback unless the tax regime changed 


effect of this will be to stop the 
accumulation of cash in fee 
enterprise but not to crane to 
grips with fee excess cash 
we’re holding which we would 
rather shareholders had." 

Although Mr Job would hot 
rule out using fee money to 
buy other information com¬ 
panies, he said: "We don’t 


want to be pushed into lax 
management through the 
availability of cash mountains 
or into inappropriate ac¬ 
quisitions.” 

The group’s pre-tax profits 
fell to £333 milUon for the six 
months to June 30. Reuters 
blamed fee strong pound, 
saying feat in local currency 


terms profits would have risen 
II percent. 

Earnings fell 3 per cent to 
14.2p a share and there is an 
interim dividend of 3.1p pay¬ 
able on September 8 . an 
increase of 8 per cent 

Reuters said that it was well 
on the way to quantifying the 
cost of the millennium prob¬ 


lem — where many computers 
cannot hand le the Year change 
from 1999 to 2000. It is 
currently visiting many of its 
clients to see whether it will 
need to make software adjust¬ 
ments and how much this will 
cost. 

Tempus. page 28 


Executive rejig 
at Burton ahead 
of demerger 

By Sarah Cunningham, retail correspondent 


THE Burton Group has 
taken another step down the 
path to demerger by making 
a raft of senior appointments 
at Debenhams and the rump 
fashion chains business. 

Staff were told yesterday 
that Richard Maney. at 
present in charge of home 
shopping, will become execu¬ 
tive director in charge of 
brands and home shopping 
at the fashion chains 
business. 

This job had been offered 
to Stuart Rose, a Burton 
director, but he left when fee 
demerger was announced. 
Mr Rose is now- a contender 
to fill the vacancy of chief 
executive at WH Smith. 

Keith Cameron, who has 
had control of logistics, prop¬ 
erty services and retail de¬ 
sign and development, will 
become executive director of 
stores, personnel and opera¬ 
tions at fee fasliion chain 
business. 

This side of fee business — 
which will be run by John 
Hoemer. current group chief 
executive — includes Doro¬ 
thy Perkins, Burton Mens- 
wear. Principles. Top Shop 
and Evans and is as yet 
unnamed. 

The company is running a 
competition to find a name 


for the new' holding company. 
Both Mr Maney and Mr 
Cameron will report directly 
to Mr Hoemer. Debenhams 
will be run by Terry Green, 
the current chief executive. 
Peter Kaursland will be man¬ 
aging director and Matthew 
Roberts finance director. Mar¬ 
tin Clifford-King will be chief 
financial controller, fee com¬ 
pany said yesterday. 

Nigel Hall, who runs fee 
group information systems at 
present, has been appointed 
demerger director. He will 
leave the group after fee 
process is completed. 

The appointments mean 
that ail the executive director 
roles at the two companies are 
now filled. One or two non¬ 
executives will need to be 
appointed to ‘complete each 
board before the demerger. 

Burton is planning to sell its 
group headquarters on Great 
Castle Street in fee West End 
of London. 

The cost of redundancies — 
the number of which has yet to 
be determined — as well as the 
savings expected from fee 
demerger will be known to the 
company in September, but 
may not be announced until 
the demerger prospectus goes 
to shareholders in mid- 
December. 


‘Cleaned-up’ Ohmeda 
could sell for £lbn 


7 By Paul Dorman 

CITY analysts believe BOC 
Group’s sale of Ohmeda, its 
healthcare business, could 
raise dose to £1 billion. 

Estimates for the value of 
Ohmeda, whose business is 
based'around anaesthetic gas¬ 
es. range , from about £700 
million. Although Ohmeda 
has suffered a sharp fall in 
profits in recent years after 
Forane lost its protection 
against generic competition, 
some believe Udders may be 
prepared to pay about two 
times sales, which were £506 
million last year. 

One commentator said: 
“Any buyer will be able to 
convince themselves (hat 
there's some profits growth to 
come out. It’s stiU malting a 16 
percent return on capital.” 

Danny Rosenkranz.. BOCTs 
chief executive, has asked JP 
Morgan, the investment bank, 
to find a buyer for Ohmeda 



Rosenkranz: crossroads 

despite repeatedly insisting 
last year that he did not intend 
to sell the business. Ohmeda 
has about 4,800 employees in 
30 countries. 

Mr Rosenkranz said 
Ohmeda was at a cross-roads, 
and BOC had to decide “either 
to invest in it or get ouT. He 
added: "It's been cleaned up. 


the restructuring benefits are 
coming through- Ir's a busi¬ 
ness which could be made into 
quite a success ... subject to 
putting serious money into it" 
BOCs industrial gas busi¬ 
nesses staked up £621 million 
last year. 

Ohmeda’s decline in profits, 
from £99 million in 1992 to £53 
million last year, has prompt¬ 
ed numerous calls for its sale. 
However, Mr Rosenkranz 
said BOC was not simply 
responding to such pressure: 
“This is our decision." 

He said Forane prices had 
stabilised after a long dedine- 
BOC recently applied for US 
regulatory approval for a ni¬ 
tric oxide treatment of respira¬ 
tory failure, including “blue 
baby" syndrome. Mr Rosen- 
kranz has said this has the 
potential to be Ohmeda's most 
important product since 
Forane. _ 

Tempus, page 28 


Sunderland 
scores a 
£3.1m profit 

SUNDERLAND fans suf¬ 
fered the disappointment of 
relegation to the FirsT Division 
for next season, but die dub's 
first results since craning to 
the stock marker show’ it has 
returned to profit. 

The pre-tax figure of £3.1 
million for the year to May 31 
is slightly ahead of the esti- 
maies laid in its floar prospec¬ 
tus and is an improvement on 
the pro forma E2.37 million 
loss for 1996. The shares 
closed unchanged at 355p yes¬ 
terday. They were placed at 
585p each in December 1996. 

The dub is gearing up for 
the move to a £15 million. 
42,000-sear purpose-built sta¬ 
dium at Monkweannouth 
next Wednesday, in time for a 
pre-season friendly against 
Ajax, after leaving Roker 
Park. 

Adjusted earnings were 57_2p 
a share, against losses of 19.8p 
previously. A dividend of32pis 
to be paid on November 4. 


Matthew Clark plays down impact of alcopops 

Rosy result with less cider 


‘ By PteASER Nelson 

MATTHEW CLARK, the drinks com¬ 
pany, yesterday sought to shed its image 
as a victim of alcopops by showing that its 
Diamond White and Blackthorn ciders 
generate less than half its overall profits. 

The company’s shares rose 4p to 246 1 * 
aa it detailed its profits breakdown for the 
first- time, to prove feat it is far less 
exposed to fee shrinking cider market 
than man y analysts feared- Peter Aikeus, 
chief executive, said: "We took this 
■decision because die view of the world is 
thaiwe are just a cider business. We"are a 


branded drinks business with a strong 
wholesale arm. which is doing vety well" 
One analyst said: “We expected cider 
profits to faD quite sharply, but it appears 
Matthew Clark is slightly better balanced 
. than we had given it credit for." 

Overall pretax profits declined 4 per 
cent to £40.6 million in fee year to April 
30, after dder sales came in £12 million 
lower than expected, leaving group sales 
at £571 million (£451 million). 

Mr Aikens admitted the company had 
underestimated the fragility of the Dia- 
mond White brand when it cut back on 
advertising. Cider sales fell 13 per cent in 


the year to April 30, when the total market 
shrunk 3 per cent- Its share of the market 
fell from 41 per cent to 37 per cent, and is 
expected to drop another point this year. 

Profits from the wholesale business 
rose to £7 million, from £2.7 million, 
through first-time contributions from new 
stores. Mr Aiken ruled out any further 
acquisitions this year. 

Earnings fell to is. 4 p (31.9p) a share. 
TIk total dividend is held at 24p a share, 
with a final ISp due on October 17. No 
dividend increase is expected this year. 

Tempus, page 28 
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Bulls run again on Fed 
Chairman’s comments 


CITY investors were riding 
high on rhe back of upbeat 
comments bv Alan Green¬ 
span. Federal Reserve Chair¬ 
man. to Congress about the 
US economy. 

Supported by the positive 
response overnight to his 
views by Wall Street, prices 
raced ahead in London, but 
were unable to maintain the 
early pace. Retail sales during 
June were higher than expect¬ 
ed. largely because oF building 
society windfalls. 

At one stage the FTSE 100 
index was almost S5 points 
higher before the profit-mak¬ 
ers moved in as Wall Street 
cave up earl v gains. The FTSE 
[DO closed 27.S up at 4.874.5. 
with the FTSE 250 20.0 higher 
at 4.4SI.S. A total of S4b 
million shares changed 
hands. 

Grand Metropolitan re¬ 
treated 5p to 6l7p despite the 
fact that LVMH was again 
adding to its holding. Ir has 
been confirmed that Bernard 
Arnault's luxury goods group 
has raised its stake to 232.7 
million shares, or 11.05 per 
cent. To help to finance the 
stakebuilding, it has reduced 
its 14 per cent stake in 
Cainness. down 6 'jp at 
Sdl'ip to 236 million shares, or 
1246 per cenr. 

M Arnault wants to merge 
the drinks interests of all three 
companies and has opposed 
rhe £24 billion merger be¬ 
tween GrandMet and 
Guinness. 

The “for sale” sign has gone 
up on BOC Group's 
healthcare operation. The ask¬ 
ing price is reckoned to be £1 
billion, which has pleased a 
market expecting the proceeds 
to reduce greatly the group’s 
£1,7 billion debt mountain. 
The shares rose69pto £11.41*2 
on turnover of 3.5 million 
shares. 

As expected, the strong 
pound took its toll of first-half 
figures from Reuters, down 
13p at 598’jp. and the group 
admitted that revenues and 
earnings would be affected in 
the second half. Peter Job. 
chief executive, has confirmed 
plans to buy back £200 million 
worth of shares. 

The strong pound is contin¬ 
uing to bite deep into profit 
margins at British Steel, 
down Ip at lSS^p. But share¬ 
holders at the annual meeting 
were told by Sir Brian Moffar, 
chairman, that he was opti¬ 
mistic about prospects. 

Worried also by the effect of 
a strong pound. Allied Col¬ 
loids slipped 3'ip to Hip. but 



British Steel shares dipped lp, but the chairman is upbeat 


ICi firmed 3’ip to Q25p as 
NarWesr Securities, the bro¬ 
ker, urged clients to continue 
adding to their holdings. 

There are still sellers of 
Shield Diagnostics at the 
higher levels as the company 
atempts to repair the damage 
done to its share price earlier 
this year by some corrupted 
laboratory rests. Yesterday the 
price raced up to607*2p on the 
back of its latest deal with 


Abbott Laboratories.The price 
closed 17*2p off at 550p as 
300.660 shares were traded in 
a thin market 
Biocompatibles was 
another volatile market with 
the price touching £ 10 JS after 
being moved to comment 
about recent weakness in the 
shares. The group says that 
talks with Johnson & Johnson, 
aimed at agreeing a licensing 
deal for iis'phosphorylcholine 


SHOPPERS’ WINDFALLS HAVE THE 
TILLS RINGING LOUDLY 


FTSE alt-share 
Index t rebased] 


FTSE 350 retailers I ] 
general price Index r ft. 


i t r i r i i i i i i <i 

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul 


The tide of windfall cash 
from building societies con¬ 
verting into banks found its 
way into retailers’ fills last 
month. The cash accounted 
for the 0.6 per cent rise in 
retail sales to 5.4 per cent 
year-on-year. 

Rod Forest of Credit 
Lyonnais Laing, the broker, 
was not surprised by the 
outcome. “The effects of the 
windfall on sales has been 
entirely consistent with the 
upbeat trading statement 
out recently from Dixons. 
Big ticket items, such as 
carpets, furniture, electrical 
goods and do-it-yourself, all 
benefited,” he said. 


Furniture sales were 24 
per cent up, electrical goods 
23 per cent higher and 
carpets 30 per cent stron¬ 
ger. As to be expected, it 
was Dixons that led the 
retailers higher with a 
jump of lip to 556p. Mr 
Forest continues to view 
Dixons as one of the better 
buys in the sector. 

He said that the rest was 
as expected. The wet wea¬ 
ther during June affected 
sales of clothing and foot¬ 
wear. Those to be hit by this 
are retailers such as Marks 
& Spencer, up 2 * 2 p at 
588bp. and Burton. Itp 
firmer at 13P«p. 


New York (midday}: 

DOW Jones-- 80W34M6** 

5&P Composite Wio(* 5.123 

Tokyo: 

NlBcd Average-2Q13015I (-2631) 

Hong Kong: 

Hang Seng-IST3M1 f*mQ$ 

Amsterdam: 

EOE Index_' WM (+Z7.861 

Sydney: 

AO-. 


- 2m* {*V# 


Frankfurt: 

DAX... 


-- +406.09 t» 175.67) 


coating for surgical stents, 
were continuing. The shares 
dosed a further S* 2 p cheaper 
at 997* 2 p. 

British Building & Engi¬ 
neering stood out with a leap 
of 15*2p at 70*2p as specula¬ 
tion mounted thar it will soon 
announce an agreed cash offer 
from Britannia. Britannia 
was unchanged at 30p. 

Confirmation of agreed bid 
terms lifted Colleagues 
Group 16p to 93* 2 p. Moore 
Corporation, a Canadian com¬ 
pany. is offering 95p a share, 
valuing the direct marketing 
group at £ 21.6 million. 

Bid terms from Ramco 
Energy lifted JKX OQ & Gas 
3*xp to 47 J 2p. The all-share 
offer values JKX at around 
46.3p a share, or E54 million. 
Ramco firmed 30p to £li.S7'z. 

The near 4 per cent rise in 
half-year profits from Spargo 
Consultants did little to im¬ 
press brokers, but the 13 per 
cent increase in the dividend 
was seen as a positive move. 
The price rose 2‘ip to 114'2p. 
with brokers forecasting £1.45 
million for the full year. 

There were two newcomers 
to AIM. Kingfisher Leisure 
made an encouraging start 
Placed at 160p, die shares ! 
opened at 173*2p before dip- I 
ping to 172*2p. They dosed at , 
173'ap. a premium of I 3 * 2 p. 

Citadel Holdings was 
placed at 100 p and opened at 
i05*2p. After touching a peak 
for the day of 109 l 2 p, rhe price 
eventually closed at 106 ' 2 p, a 
premium of 6 * 2 p. 

□ GILT-EDGED: London re¬ 
sponded to the overnight en¬ 
thusiasm shown by US 
Treasury bonds to the Fed 
Chairman’s view of the US 
economy and the strong 
pound. Prices at the longer 
end surged by around £1 and 
investors damoured for stock 
in the latest Bank of England 
auction. 

In the futures pit, brokers 
reported brisk business as the 
September series of the long 
gilt jumed £ 5 s to £H5®i6. A 
total of 123.000 contracts were 
completed. 

Treasury 8 per cent 2015 way 
£ ll 32 higher at Elll u 32, while 
Treasury' 8 per cent 2000 
finished five ricks better at 

£102* 1 ie. 

□ NEW YORK: The stock 
market soared again in early 
trading, extending the previ¬ 
ous session's run. into the 
record books. Profit-taking 
curbed rhe rally and at mitt 
day the Dow Jones industrial 
average was 36.69 ahead at 
S.09SJ4. 


Singapore: 
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Brussels: 
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Exchange Index. 
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FT 30-30SL0 (+15J) 
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FTSE Fixed Interest_126J6 1*037) 
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USS-2._1.6810 1+00044) 

German Mark_32)712 (+0032) 

Exchange Index__I00o(+04) 
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fcSDR-1.2213 
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Ashtenne I35 ‘j 

Cammed Laird 122'r 

Citadel Holdings I06'i 

Delcam 267v 

EMI B 115 

European Mng 25 

Galen Holdings 195 
Grosmont Hldgs 2% 

Grosmont H Idgs wns t 
Helicon Pubs)g UD'i 

Hitachi Credit (UK) 149'i 

Kingfisher Leisure 1734 

Primes) ght 1254 

Pycraft& Arnold 57 

Reaboume Merlin 1084 

Royalbtue Group 2074 

SBS Group 1084 

Thom B 21 

Woolwich 287 


rkskts^ssues 


Brit Borneo n/p 514 

HIT Entert n/p (2701 SS 
Jarvis Fund Urscvn/p 14 
Lon Brid Sfw Cv n/p 384 
Mackieiruln/p(2Q) 14 
Tea Plant n/p (120) 54 


RISES: 

Avocel.!774p(+16p) 

Gold Fields Prop.. 188hp (+13p) 
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Brewin Dolphin. 200p(+lip) 

Croda.293’spl+13p) 

Cookson ..214'4)(+8p) 

Blacks Leis . 455p (+15’sp) 
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TempteBar.449p(+12'sp) 

Bar* Scotland .... 440’jp(+t1p) 

Reed [nt. 6274*) (+13p) 
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Concentric ..11 V# f- 8 p) 

Hozetock .363 l jp (-23p) 

Reuters. S&8'$> (-tip) 

Abbey NO.8214p(-15p) 

Stagecoach.713*:p f-tO'jp) 
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ON THE day that Scottish Widows decided 
. that cash is king, Reuters was moaning that it 
could not get rid of its hoard. The saga of the 
groupls El billion money. mountain has 
engiufed what used to be considered an 
exciting, go-ahead, multimedia organisation. = 
Today, Reuters has more of the look of a 
boring utility with a management-in search of 
amissioni . . 

Reuters should be a great deal more 
dynamic than h is. It has an unparalleled- 
database of historical data, a formidable 
network of information gatherers providing 
up-to-the-minute news and financial informa¬ 
tion and a client base that would be the envy. 
of most technology coriipanies. It also throws 
off a lot of cash — £409 million in the first half 
of this year—which it could be investing in all 
sorts of clever things to sell to its dienes, or 


novd distritaition systems that would make 

its database accessible to the world and its 
has merely 

around trying to give the money backto its 
. shareholders; with little success, blaming me 
Government for its predicament Itis t^efor 
PHer Job to wake up-The Reuters growth 
. machine is now suffering a fall m profits. 
Blaming the strong pound wfll do little to 
restore Reuters shares to their premium. 

In the next few months Reuters will reveal 
■the full ^extent of its millennium problems., 
which could well be another blow to the reputa¬ 
tion of this media monoliih. Meanwhile, 
monetary union will not help Reuters; foreign 
exchange information services one iota. 1 tus 
company needs to run ever faster to stand still 
but it appears, to be slowing. So will the shares. 


Ramco/JKX Oil 

IF ANYONE can make 
money from gas in Ukraine, 
it is probably Steve Remp, 
chief executive of Ramco, die 
oil services group , turned 
exploration company that has 
bid £54 million for JKX Ofl & 
Gas. Ramco is getting JKX 
for a song — just- 46p : par 
share compared with esti¬ 
mates of its asset value of 
about El per share, 

JKX is cheap not because of 
its prospects but because of its. 
record. The company has at¬ 
tractive assets, in particular a 
49 per cent interest in the 
Poltava field, which contains 
80 million bands of 63 and 
gas. JKX is producing in one 
of the world's largest gas 
markets, but getting paid is 
another matter. Last year’s 
£2.4 million loss included a. 
provision of £ 1.6 million after 
a contract collapsed. ... 

JKX is a salutary lesson 


BOC 

AFTER" endless badgering 
about its underperforming 
healthcare business, BOC 
has finally given, in to the 
sceptics and put Ohmeda up 
for sale. So much for last 
year’s assurances to the.con¬ 
trary. Ohmeda ’5 profits have 
fallen from £99 million to £53- 
raiilion over the past five 
years, but the gases group 
had been claiming that the 
healthcare company was set 
for a revival 

. That is still the story but 
die tumround has been de¬ 
layed. Ohraeda was not 
helped by a Zeneca patent 
extension, which hurt plans 
to launch a generic treat¬ 
ment BOC claims it faced a 
choice of making a heavy, 
investment commitment to T 
Ohraeda, or .finding a new; 
owner. Given the existing 
demands on capital from the 
core gases businesses, there 
could only be one answer. . ; 

JP Morgan can stfil dress 
Ohmeda up quite nicely. The 
long fall in the price of 


about novice oil companies 
launched with, a fanfare and 
the backing of big names. 
The question is.. whether 
Ramco wE be ahje to do' 
better. The buyer Steals with 
a more sensible stralegy- 
JKX made the mistake of 
taking on the expense of 
operating in Ukraine, .run¬ 
ning up overhead* of 0 
million last year on turnover 


of just-£15 million. Ramco's 
biggest success in Azerbaijan 
has been in the role of fixer, 
putting together a deal, re¬ 
taining a minority invest¬ 
ment and bringing in top oil 
companies, with expertise 
and capital to do the job. 
Bamwi wifi need to find a 
partner in Ukraine, and it 
could prove less investor- 
friendly than Azerbaijan. 


POOR HARVEST IN UKRAINE 
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Forarte, the. anaesthetic gas - Technology indicates that 
that, contributed profits of television is not being 
£123 million in-1992, has revolutionised either, 
come to an end — well,. ' Pare came to the market 
almost—and it still has more _ last year -billed as the com- 
than half the market. Profits panythaihad everything. On 


from the rest of.the business, 
which indudes anaesthesia 
machines and catheters, have 
been steadily rising.. Ahp 
coming up is a potentially 
important treatment for res¬ 
piratory failure and "blue 
baby” syndrome. •.. 

Optimists :sugg«t. BOC 
could receive almost Eifbil- 
lirai for Ohmedai . witich 


the eve of the digital broad¬ 
casting age, it had contracts 
to supply a third of foe decod¬ 
ers foF the BSkyB-backed. 
British- Interactive Broad¬ 
casting - 1 - a key position in a 
potentially huge market. 

. Twelve months on, and we 
are still waiting. The City, is 
getting impatient and the 
sharesfrare4ost80 per cent of 


would give BOC funds Jo ( .their value. Place will just 
expand its gases bttsiness\ ; have to wait,, hutr.for- how 
further. Hoechst’s decision; tdli Wong? BIB has put its'digital 
concentrate on ifoaspapeuti- -• programming back until next 
cals may present tmetWor- . spnng.'Tbehuge doudofun- 
timity. sirioe . BOC f is certainty hovering over .the 
relatively weak in continental ’ .company makes its crippled 
Europe^ . - shares still seem too mudi of 

' *■ - . .. .' a gamble. In the mean time. 

p ac e consumers are . waiting for 

the.digital age before buying 
GIL SCOTT-HERON, the a new analogue decoder, cre- 
jmmusidan, once famously ating-a nasty hole in its 
said thar the revolution wifi market... 
not be televised. A glance at 
the share price of Pace Micro 
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'chj .were wanted. MilKanspf'. 
us dedded at elecfion time 
thal.-we did not want a, 
Conservative govenunfint to con- 
tinue. The downside was That, in - 
tile absence of a rival ideology, we 
would elect the most politically 
correct administration in history. . 

■ Nnwhereh* this feta: of'point-' 
■fess political.correctness hear more' 
offensively fulfilled than in Gordon 
Brown’s first Budget The CSiariSdr-: 
lor excused, hii E5 biUiOTY-a-year 
. grab on dividends paid to pension • 
ftmds and- charities ra the grounds , 
titat *the present system iratiur- 
ages companies-to pay ,out dm-; 
dends rather- than. reinvest their 
profes" In die modem mariner, Mr 
Brown’s devastating deterrent to 
savings was disguised‘as an incen¬ 
tive to economic growth. •'. 

Ttie agenda is arr old Labour 
one. It dales baric to tile revolution' 
iri company tax made in Lord Cal¬ 
laghan’S comparable first Labour 
Budget of* 1965; which- : proved* as' 
misguided in its effects a!s any until 
Mr Brawn’s effort oh-July 2.' The 
philosophy is. simple: dividends 
bad, investment good. This has 



grab is economic nonsense 


only tangential connections to the 
eorpcration tax system. 

The Tory imputation system of 
fhe early 1970s was devised to 
make it tax-neutral for companies 
to'retain-profits or to pay them out 
in dividends. Ibis redressed the 
supposed 1965 bias against divi- 
. dends, which had actually resulted 
in a relative cut in retentions. But it 
did not allow for the growth of 
pension funds and their even 
greater rise in influence as share¬ 
holders. By slashing the value of 
.dividends to these tax-free gross 
funds, Mr Brown aims to redress 
the theoretical balance once again. 

Essentially, Mr Brown aims to 
‘reinstate me reforms proposed by 
tiie late old Labour Lord KaWor a 
generation ago. Lord Kaldor was a 
great economist whose profound 
insights have enduring value. But 
he was rot as it turned out, a great 
tax adviser. The punier figures 
who advise Mr Brown 30 years on 


have little grounding in reality to 
commend them and no compensa¬ 
ting claim to intellectual respect 
There are certainly instances 
where, through changing circum¬ 
stance, companies paid too much 
in dividends to invest enough from 
retained earnings to keep their 
existing businesses in good fettle. 
The former Hanson group and 
BTR come to mind. Both depended 
on repeating one-off takeover 
gains that could not go on for e\er. 
In both cases, market forces dealt 
with the imbalance, at the expense 
of shareholders who were not fully 
apprised of the problem, markets 
being far from perfect 
These are. however, exceptions. 
Little evidence has been put for¬ 
ward to suggest that big com¬ 
panies — the sort beholden to the 
dividend demands of big fund 
managers — are deterred from 
investing because dividends ab¬ 
sorb too much of profits, any more 



than they were when the Wilson 
comminee investigated a genera¬ 
tion ago. Rather the reverse. Many 
finance directors of successful but 
mature companies view equity- 
capital {including retained earn¬ 
ings) as a needlessly expensive 
form of finance. They hare paid 
out special dividends or promoted 
share buybacks in order to switch 
to debt finance. Much mindlessly 


fashionable' rationalisation is 
doubtless going on here, but there 
is at least no lack of equity support 

Investors want high-growth 
companies with opportunities to 
expand to {*o for it. Their reward 
lies in capital growth and, ulti¬ 
mately. in dividends rising strong¬ 
ly from a low base. There is no 
demand io return cash. 

Attitudes are different when you 
come to companies in mature 
industries that have limited oppor¬ 
tunities to grow their existing 
businesses much faster than the 
economy. They present a different 
choice. Should the board invest 
surplus cash in new ventures or 
pay it to shareholders and let them 
choose new investments? 

There does seem to be a genuine 
difference here between Anglo- 
Saxon and continental/Japanese 
practice. But we should not be too 
defensive about UK methods. On 
the whole, big corporations have a 


poor record of diversifying into 
new exciting technologies. Belter, 
perhaps, io take the cash out and 
use our sophisticated venture capi¬ 
tal industry in back the new. 

Dividend policy is a silly subplot 
to arguments about the level of 
corporate investment By far the 
greatest dererrent is the level of 
money interest rates. Second to 
that is high real interest rates. 
Even in an inflationary economy, 
high money interest rates multiply 
the risk of grassroots investment, 
especially investing in expansion. 
No wonder a risk-averse culture 
has grown up that prefers take¬ 
overs of competitors or other well- 
established businesses as the easy 
way to expand and a safer use of 
investors’ money and limited man¬ 
agerial skills. 

The fall in money interest rates 
in recent years offers the greatest 
hope for a secular rise in the 
demand for savings to invest. If the 


Chancellor could take more re¬ 
sponsibility for sound economic 
management, rather than passing 
the buck to a Bank of England 
committee that relies solely on 
interest rates, so much the better. 

Meantime, the Budget measures 
are surely a fine example of 
hypocrisy. Unless the Chancellor 
is a fool. He must know that his 
Finance Bill is guaranteed to 
achieve the opposite of his stated 
purpose. Savers are being taxed by 
an extra £5 billion a year, suppos¬ 
edly to aid corporate invesinent in 
the economy. There is no reason to 
think that will be achieved. Al¬ 
though there is a greater economic 
incentive to substitute retentions 
fur dividends, there is an income 
incentive to raise dividends rela¬ 
tive to retentions to compensate. 
Who knows which will prevail? 

One thing is certain. Cash is 
being extracted from people's sav¬ 
ings to finance current govern¬ 
ment expenditure. The dividend 
grab, far from being an incentive 
to invest, is a cynical move ro divert 
£5 billion a year from investment 
into government consumption. 
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merica’s grand tobac¬ 
co settlement, the- 
ceasefire, “pad -’ her 
.tween cigarette'mak¬ 
ers and the anti-smoking lobby 
after decades of obarfrooirn 
warfare, shows signs of unrav^ 
elling. Foe good reason; even, 
fervent anti-tobacco campaign-' 
ers should have misgivings 
about lhe precedents it sets. . 

Hie implications extmd be¬ 
yond the CJSL. Other govern¬ 
ments may be tempted to clone 
the deal, and' its.' mistakes, 
although the $1.9 billion bid art' 
Tuesday by BAT Industries for 
Mexico'S largest cigarette mak¬ 
er shows that ] Css-regulated 
countries wfl) offer tobacco 
companies refuge for years. 
Beyondtobdo^ 
co, the mess- 
age ‘ is even 
more signiti- . 
cant: like the 
windfall tax, 
it represents 
an opportun¬ 
istic raid on-, 
thedeeppock- 
ets of an un¬ 
popular : - 
iustry, : by '. 
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politicians in¬ 
clined to duck 
the responsib¬ 
ilities of. gov¬ 
ernment _ 

The 'pact, • ' .. 

announced on June 20, is the- 
outcorae of lawsuits broughtby' 
the attOTnejrs^etieraY of 40 
states'arid other plaintiffs.- on 'threatening, while battling to 
the grounds thatthe states have hide details of I jheir ingredi- 


rarfiout medical' insurance. 
Companies wjB also accept a 
ban ctn billboards, vending 
machines, sports promotions, 
.arid advertising characters 
such as the Marlboro Man. 
Cigarette packets will have to 
carry ltibels saying “smoking 
can loll you” and manufactur¬ 
ers will have to disclose for the 
first dine. the levels of tar. 
nicotine and additives, believed 
to make US cigarettes among 
the world* mast hazardous. 

. -In return, companies would 
be Immune to state lawsuits 
and class actions in the US. 
Individuals and foreign groups 
.could still' sue; but tobacco 
industry experts are sanguine 
about tins threat, largely 
because law¬ 
yers will be 
less interested 
in pressing 
these less lu¬ 
crative cases. 

" Hie deal is 
hugely popu¬ 
lar, in a coun¬ 
try • • now 
turning its 
-puritanical 
.streak against 
its 45 million 
j smokers. To- 
,bacc© com¬ 
panies • have 

_ • become popu- 

• - ,!ar villains for 

the way they have contested 
suggestions that ,their products 
might be addictive or life- 
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had to pay the medical costs of 
treating- smokingrrelated 
illriess. . ‘ T 
In the past4wo weeks. While 1 
Congress and tiie 'Prerident 
ponder whefoer to make die 
deal law, its critics have been 
on the attack. Mississippi has 
jumped the gun; breaking 
ranks to settle on its own and 
secure the cash quickly. Newt 
.Gingrich, leader Of the Repub¬ 
licans in the House of Repre-" 

. sentatives, has forecast months 
of delay, although sdter support 
tin's week from Rresidimt Cfiri" 
ton; the deal is still thought, ally generated legislation is at 


ents. They have deployed evoy 
xheckand balance offlie Amer¬ 
ican political-system to keep 
themselves as tightly regulated 
as much of the rood industry. 

It is cenainiy time that 
regulation is tightened. But 
there are worrying points 
about tile way it is happening. 
For a start, the pact bears too 
dearly theimprint of its origins 
as a commercial 1 deal, not least 
in- that .lawyers' fees may 
amouttf to more than $4 bfl- 
lioh, for greater than in any 
comparable deal. Convention- 
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Cigarette makers are to give much dearer warnings and will not advertise on billboards 


likely to survive in. some-form. 

The deal requires US tobacco 
companies to pay plaintiffs, up 
io $36S5 billion, a sura equival¬ 
ent to the gross domestic protF 


least nominally designed to 
serve the public interest what¬ 
ever co m promises are later 
struck: But in reaching their 
bargain, • state 1 governments 


uct of Australia. Part of the b were mainfyeonremed to raise 
money will be spent on provid- money, and tobacco xximpanies 
ing healthcare for children to cap their liability. The conse¬ 


quences run throughout foe. 
pact’s 68 pages. 

In terms of protecting public 
health and deterring smoking, 
the roost important part of foe 
deal is the curbing of the indus¬ 
try’s future behaviour. But once 
the prospect of the settlement 
bonanza appeared real, the 
states' lawyers accepted am¬ 
endments to the fine print that 
make the curbs near-useless. 
On paper, foe pact gives the 
Food and Drug Administration 
the power to regulate nicotine 
and ratchet down levels in aga- 


rettes- But first, foe FDA must 
show thar this would nor create 
“significant demand for contra¬ 
band”. such as a black market 
in stronger cigarettes from 
Mexico, a formidable legal 
task. 

Similarly, the popular clause 
that requires cigarette makers 
to drive down youth smoking 
by 30 per cent in five years, and 
by 60 per cent in 10 years, is 
weaker than it seems. Although 
companies face $2 billion in 
annual penalties if they miss 
these targets, threequarters of 


the fine can be waived if they 
have pursued all “reasonably 
available measures”. 

The courtroom origins of the 
deal show most dearly in its 
least justifiable element: the 
retrospective punishment of 
companies who were acting 
within the law at the time. 
Michael Moore, Attorney-Gen¬ 
eral of Mississippi, made this 
explidt in June, dedaring: “We 
wanted to do something that 
would punish this industry for 
its past misconduct.” 

This prinripJe has enraged 
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-LAURA MAXWELL: Build¬ 
ing a New. Life in Los 
Angeles." From the latest 
Hello! magazine —" look, 1 
came across it at-the dentist,' 
OK? The estranged wife often 
Maxwell describes her -life^in 
Captain Bob’s family in terms 

so sycophantic that one feels 

some regret that Hitler's secre¬ 
tary died the other .week and 
so was deprived of the full 
Hello! treatment Rude and a 
bully, but, says Lauril — how. 
taken up with an animal: 
rights activist — .“ydu had to 
• hand it to a man who was able 
w create this much chaos". 

Those accountants aiid law-- 

vers investigating the-Max- 
. well empire wanted to make 1 


money: br their names, and 
they used foe pensioners as 
their excuse — “1 don’t think 
many really cared.” By con¬ 
trast. “a particular torment 
during foe tense months pre¬ 
ceding .the brothers* dawn 
arrests in June 1992 was being 
silenced by sub judice laws 
forbidding them even from 
expressing empathy for those 
pensioners whose, funds were 
missing.” Beyofoi parody. 


fanciful than that of Knight 
Williams supporting him. 


John D Wood, the posh estate 
agents. 



• ANXIOUS days at the swish 
' hindquarters of casino opera- 

' tor Capital Corporation. 
waiting to see whether Marga¬ 
ret Beckett mll allow London 
Clubs to bid again. The smart 

money says she’will. Last time 

the defence team was led by 
Mgel Tantlmg;' now out of 
Hambm after fus part in rfce 
Lanica Trust affair. penny 
Scott, manager under 
Panlling, is on. a year's sab- 
baticaLBy a complete coinci¬ 
dence, Richard Redmayne, 
Lanica's broker at HSBC 
"James Capel, is a non-execu¬ 
tive director of — CapitaL 
Small world 


Maxwell' ruda and abully 


Unbelievable 

I HAVE absolutely no idea 
who is pulling whose leg 
hererJbhn Williams, manag¬ 
ing director of Knight Wil¬ 
liams, is backing the 


appointment of Kenneth Jor¬ 
dan as small investor repre¬ 
sentative on Damien, my 
working name for the succes¬ 
sor to the Securities and In¬ 
vestments Board. As Jordan is 
head of the action group that 
has made life hell for Knight 
Williams since the company 
.went into liquidation in 1995. 
this is rather like David 
Mellor endorsing the late Sir 
James Goldsmith for his polit¬ 
ical skills. 

Knight Williams insists the 
support is serious. But there is 
more. In a letter from Wil¬ 
liams to Chancellor Gordon 
Brown. Jordan is especially 
commended for his access to 
confidential information — so 
much so that Williams has 
complained to foe SIB that 
members have leaked such in¬ 
formation to him! The notion 
of Jordan and SIB in bed to¬ 
gether is only marginally less 


• FUN with statistics. The av¬ 
erage increase in professional 
accountants’ salaries was 4J 
percent in the first half of this 
year, according to Hays Ao- 
'oountancy Personnal. Whoop¬ 
ee, that's almost 10 per cent a 
year, isn't it? Wrong, because 
the rise over the entire past 
year was ...47 per cent. So 
our number-crunchers got 
nothing at all in the last half 
of last year. Probably not sur¬ 
prising. because most people's 
salaries rise on January I. The 
piece of research, therefore, is 
pretty useless. But it came to 
you from an aaountatiL 


All change 

HAMBRO COUNTRY¬ 
WIDE has ditched SBC War¬ 
burg in favour of Panmure 
Gordon as house broker. 
Warburg was the main 
marketmaker in the compa¬ 
ny’s shares, and the decision 
was taken “to make sure the 
broker’s interest was 100 per 
cent aligned with ours”. No 
suggestion that Warburg had 
been putting its own interests 
first. Curious; the broker has 
acted for Harabro Country¬ 
wide for as long as anyone 
can remember, so someone 
should have drought of it be¬ 
fore now. 

Panmure was chosen 
because foe broker bought 
some shares for Hambro 
during last month’s bid for 


Ashen-faced 

A CRICKET match with a dif¬ 
ference at the Honourable Ar¬ 
tillery Company ground on 
City Road today. The annual 
Financial Ashes will be fought 
between a team from the Secu¬ 
rities Institute, members and 
employees, and teams of Aus¬ 
tralian and. rather more loose¬ 
ly. South African City folk. 
Loosely, because there are 
probably not 11 South African 
brokers and bankers in Lon¬ 
don who can hold a cricket bat. 
or if there are, they wont be at 
foe HAC ground. So expect 
plenty of ringers. Last year’s 
event was notable for the hospi¬ 
talisation of both umpires. 

Martin Waller 



conservatives; many others 
also feel misgivings. Without 
denying the addictive qualities 
of cigarettes, many feel that 
smokers bear some responsi¬ 
bility for their habit after years 
of warnings about the dangers. 
The deal also rests on the dubi¬ 
ous calculation by state govern¬ 
ments of the costs of paying for 
smokers’ healthcare; as many 
have bluntly pointed out, by 
dying earlier, smokers may 
have saved them money. 

In defending the punitive 
element of foe deal, some might 
argue that businesses were 
acting unethically, albeit legal¬ 
ly. There is much to be said for 
current fashion, particularly in 
Britain, for reminding busi¬ 
nesses that they have ethical 
responsibilities. But notions of 
what is acceptable behaviour 
have changed; even after the 
dangers became known, smok¬ 
ing continued to be considered 
acceptable. Many find it unfair 
that companies should be sad¬ 
dled with costs of this scale, 
years after the event let alone 
with responsibilities tliat prop¬ 
erly belong with government 

The feature of foe deal that is 
most troubling is the attempt to 
justify it by appropriating part 
of foe settlement for foe unre¬ 
lated matter of poor children's 
healthcare costs. Mr CUnton 
played foe children card heavi¬ 
ly this week in indicating that 
foe deal, in principle, had his 
support 

But this purely political move 
is no more than foe transfer of 
a large slice of wealth from an 
unpopular rich group to popu¬ 
lar poor group. In this, it 
resembles Gordon Brown’s 
windfall tax on utilities, ear¬ 
marked to pay for schemes to 
get foe young unemployed 
back to work. The US tobacco 
settlement and Mr Brown’s tax 
are both attempts to shore 
creaking benefit systems with 
one-off raids on foe corporate 
sector, while ducking the politi¬ 
cally difficult task of persuad¬ 
ing the electorate to pay more 
or expect less. 

Others countries’ politicians 
may not abdicate as much of 
their job, passing it on to foe 
courts, as do their American 
counterparts. But as this deal 
shows, attacking big business 
offers an internationally tempt¬ 
ing escape route from foe 
responsibilities of government 


Ceasefire brings 
fresh hopes for 
boom in tourism 

Eileen McCabe compares experiences 
in Northern Ireland and the Republic 


A businessman in Co Fer¬ 
managh who has just 
rebuilt his bombed ho¬ 
tel laughed nervously when 
asked what he thought of 
tourism prospects in the wake 
of the recently declared IRA 
ceasefire. “We are not making 
any comment We just want to 
sit quietly and say nothing. 
Look what happened to us 12 
months ago.” he said. 

His hoteL on- the shore of 
Lough Erne in one of North¬ 
ern Ireland's top tourist areas, 
was badly damaged when an 
explosion ripped through its 
foyer. Now back in business, 
he is anxious about the future. 

Although his hotel was the 
only tourist venue to be 
bombed between ceasefires, 
the whole sector was badly 
shaken by the resumption of 
IRA violence and the civil un¬ 
rest in Drumcree. 

As expected, tourism was the 
first sector to benefit from foe 
environment of peace after foe 
first ceasefire was declared in 
August 1994. In 1995. the 
number of holidaymakers to 
Northern Ireland jumped al¬ 
most 70 per cent to 460,000. 
Such was the level of interest, 
that some operators com¬ 
plained about a scarcity of 
accommodation. But just as 
hoteliers and tour operators 
started savouring foe pleasure 
of working in a peaceful envi¬ 
ronment. events on the streets 
began to go sour. 

In July 1995, foe internation¬ 
al media returned to the North 
to focus their lenses on the riots 
that followed an Orange Order 
parade through a Nationalist 
area in Drumcree. Barely six 
months later the IRA ended its 
ceasefire with a huge bomb in 
London's Canary Wharf. 

Despite these blows, tourist 
inquiries continued at an en¬ 
couraging rate. But even the 
most hardy tourist was. says 
foe Northern Ireland Tourist 
Office, put off by last summer. 
Daily images on their TV 
screens of riots, road blockades 
and rivQ strife in Northern 
Ireland finally put an end to 
the tourist boom. In 1996 the 
number of holidaymakers fell 
30 per cent to 333.000 and this 


year numbers are believed to 
hare slipped again — almost 
back to pre-1994 ceasefire lew- 
els. Hie experience of tour 
operators such as Dublin’s 
Abbey Travel is typical. They 
worked hard to encourage 
interest in Northern Ireland 
after the first ceasefire, but last 
summer found themselves 
having to move quickly to 
redirect some of their custom¬ 
ers away from Belfast when 
violence spilled on to its streets. 

Since Drumcree in 1996. 
consumer confidence began to 
fade. The contrast of fortune 
between the tourism sectors on 
either side of the border could 
not be more stark. 

In the Republic the number 
of tourists has grown 10 per 
cent each year over the past 
decade. Since 1988 bed num¬ 
bers have almost doubled as 
investment flowed into hotel 
construction. According to the 
Republic's tourist board, the 
number of total overseas tour¬ 
ists — which indudes holiday¬ 
makers. business travellers 
and visitors to relatives — 
reached 4.7 million last year 
and generated revenue of 
IrEl.45 billion (EJ2S billion). 

Hie Northern Ireland tour¬ 
ist board says it had 1.4 million 
overseas tourists in the same 
year, but they spent only £205 
million. Even allowing for the 
fact that the North is about a 
fifth the sire of the Republic 
and has a population of 1.5 mil¬ 
lion. compared with more than 
3.5 million, the gap is large. 

B ut. given that the prod¬ 
uct on either side of foe 
border is similar and 
that the two tourist authorities 
recently agreed to market the 
island of Ireland as a single 
tourist destination, it is dear 
the gap could quickly be dosed. 

Although it is too early to 
predid when that might happ¬ 
en, even the most hard-bitten 
hotelier in Northern Ireland 
can take some comfort from foe 
fact that the present ceasefire 
has come just as tour operators 
are putting (he final touches to 
their 1998 brochures, allowing 
Northern Ireland to be indud- 
ed in their packages. 
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Shares lose some early gains 

TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day's close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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Capital idea propels Big Six 


Peter Gratton explains the surge 
in sponsorship by leading firms 


THE progress of the leading 
accountancy firms in expand¬ 
ing the services offered by 
their corporate finance arms 
has raised some eyebrows in 
recent years. The latest area in 
which they have started to 
compete is that nf acting as 
sponsor to companies seeking 
a listing. Why have they 
moved into this ana and will 
it last? 

Sponsorship work is a natu¬ 
ral progression for the corpo¬ 
rate finance arms of the 
leading accountancy firms. As 
the Acquisitions Monthly 
league tables show, the lead¬ 
ing accountancy practices 
haw developed their corpo¬ 
rate Finance skills to die point 
where they now dominate the 
market For professional advice 
on unquoted merger and ac¬ 
quisition transactions. Their 
attention has turned over re¬ 
cent years to lead advisory 
work in the quoted arena, in 
respect of both takeovers and 
listings. But why accountants? 
And why now? 

In Decemter 1993 the Stock 
Exchange amended its rules to 
allow accountancy firms to 
become sponsors to com¬ 
panies seeking a listing and 
the necessary changes to the 
rules for accountants soon 
Followed. This coincided with 
a general change in che corpo¬ 
rate finance market for small¬ 
er companies when some of 


the larger merchant banks 
were focusing away hum the 
smaller end of the market and 
many companies were losing 
their sense of loyalty id their 
traditional adviser, being 
open to advice from others. 
The advent of the Alternative 
Investment Market and die 
new role of nominated adviser 
(Nomad) has also enabled 
accountancy firms to establish 
a presence in this new market 
for capital raising. Their per¬ 
ceived quality compared with 
some of the smaller less well- 
known traditional houses has 
also been of significant 
benefit. 

But a key element of the 
transition has been the change 
in the skills mix of the Big Six 
corporate finance arms. Over 
the past few years these firms 
have been recruiting bankers, 
lawyers and brokers, bringing 
together people with experi¬ 
ence across the full spectrum 
of corporate finance work. 
Combining this with the exist¬ 
ing skill base has meant that 
the corporate finance teams in 
the Big Six now have the 
experience and expertise ro 
execute many of the transac¬ 
tions previously reserved for 
traditional lead advisers. 

Some argue that without 
distribution facilities the ac¬ 
countants cannot be effective 
as sponsors. I believe that, to 
the contrary, it is just this sep- 



Peter Gratton says the independence of firms is a plus 


aration of the sponsorship ad¬ 
vice from the raising of capital 
that makes the accountants 
attractive, being able to give 
advice that can be seen to be 
genuinely independent of any 
underwriting commissions. 

Moreover accountants 
bring to the transaction a wide 
range of skills under one roof, 
such as accounting and tax 
advice as well as the corporate 
finance advice. All of these 


functions, for example, were 
essential when Deloitte & Tou¬ 
che Corporate Finance ad¬ 
vised on the demerger and 
acted as sponsors for the 
Dotation of Clubhaus from Ex- 
Lands, the quoted group, two 
years ago. 

The accountants are mak¬ 
ing significant progress in this 
area, but slowly. One of the 
reasons for this slower pace 
has been their caution: no Big 


Six firm is prepared to put at 
risk the reputation of its name, 
and so all are being careful 
about' the clients they are 
prepared to sponsor. 

But accountants will be 
driving this market forward. 
We see sponsorship work as a 
valuable additional sendee to 
offer our existing client base, 
both in the UK and for our 
international network. So for, 
it is a small but accelerating 
revenue stream for us. In 
March alone Deloitte & Tou¬ 
che Corporate Finance acted 
as sponsor to two main mar¬ 
ket listings and Nomad to an 
AJM float with a combined 
market capital of some £100 
million. In addition we are 
acting for an increasing num¬ 
ber of quoted dients as spons¬ 
or when they embark on 
substantial acquisitions or dis¬ 
posals, and as their lead 
financial adviser in public 
company takeovers. 

More significant still is the 
investment that is being put 
into building up this area. In 
my view the Big Six will 
become an established force in 
this market within the next 
few years, offering a service 
that will be in demand partic¬ 
ularly with those companies 
that, by virtue of their size, 
have found themselves under¬ 
served by their traditional 
advisers. 

Peter Gratton is a Partner at 
Deloitte & Touche Corporate 
Finance, part of the UK 
practice of Deloitte Touche 
T ohma tsu International 
(DTTT). 


Mitchell 
fights on 

PITV poor old Austin Mitchell. 
For all those years in opposi¬ 
tion the indefatigable MP gave 
the accountancy profession hell 
with the dear message that 
once in Government every¬ 
thing would change. But it 
hasn't. A few weeks ago Mitch¬ 
ell called an adjournment de¬ 
bate on the regulation of the 
profession, only to find the 
minister responsible unrespon¬ 
sive to his invective. Last week 
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Spot rates 


it happened again. This time it 
was the regulation of insolven¬ 
cy practitioners. Once again 
Mitchell inveighed against 
“the Mafia regulating the 
Mafia" and this time extended 
the description to cover the 
DTI working party consider¬ 
ing the issue. This did not 
amuse Nigel Griffiths, tile 
Minister concerned. “To call 
its work a sham is unfair, 
unworthy and untrue," he 


said. “We have in Britain one 
of the best ways of regulating 
tite insolvency profession." 
Mitchell is finding being in 
power a bit of a trial. 

On course 

THE English ICA, ever keen 
to improve its image, if not its 
reputation, has appointed 
another set of public relations 
advisers. This time Ludgate 


Communications is to have a 
go at the £500.000 account. In 
particular, it will have to think 
up a successor to the institute's 
poster campaign, which 
aimed to distinguish its mem¬ 
bers from all the other UK 
accounting bodies. 

Rumours in Moorgate Place 
suggest the new slogan will be 
a simple one. Something like: 
“We’re more chartered than 
them". 


THE next recession cannot be 
too for away. Accountancy re¬ 
cruitment agencies are an¬ 
nouncing record and rising 
salaries tor accountants. Some 
of it could be self-fulfilling. 
Hays Accountancy Personnel 
announce today that 82 per 
cent of accountants who resign 
their job are being offered a 
pay rise on the spot No won¬ 
der the graphs move ever 
upwards. 

Robert Bruce 


Risk of pain from 
cut-price reports 


WE MAY be seeing the end of accountants’ 
traditional “mission to explain" a company’s 
results through its amnia! report and ac¬ 
counts. News that several building societies 
are taking the route towards summary 
financial statements is but one sign of this. 

It is a fundamental change. Accountants 
have never before admitted than the language 
of financial reporting is foreign to those with 
whom they are trying to communicate. It has 
always been a basic tenet that a twoway 
process was in progress. Accountants cry to 
make things more accessible and under¬ 
standable. the' general public gradually 
expands its knowledge of financial reporting, 
and eventually the two would meet in the. 
middle. The average intelligent person' 
would have enough of a grasp to fed that a 
set of good accounts was not a mystery. And 
the average accountant would be capable of 
explaining matters in a jargon-free way. 

The only alternative to these assumptions 
is that business and finance is arcane and 
that only insiders can hope 
to understand it That is un¬ 
acceptable in a pluralist soci¬ 
ety mat tries to be just It is 
no surprise that the two 
efforts in recent years to roll 
back obfuscation and reveal 
clarity have met with huge 
popular acclaim. 

Both tite work of Sir David 
Tweedie at the Accounting 
Standards Board and the 
books of Terry Smith, the 
analyst have had big success. 

The need to make financial 
reporting simpler and dearer 
is growing, rather than di¬ 
minishing, as you would 
expect in a more prosperous, 
bettereducated society. 

So why is the corporate 

mood one of giving share- _ 

holders summaries rather 
than the full accounts? Hie simple answer is 
cost ft is all very well being a company with a 
wide shareholder base, but the cost of a set of 
accounts, in terms of artwork, design, 
photography and. above aO. postage, is high. 

Summary financial statements are also 
more attractive to shareholders. They are 
much shorter, much smaller, and, with 
attractive graphics, appear more uniting. 

So why should the financial reporting 
profession be wary? Hie first problem is that 
companies, when they are extolling the virtue 
of summary financial statements, start also to 
explain how these documents can become 
something more of a corporate brochure. 
Released from the responsibilities of statu¬ 
tory accounts, companies can wax more 



Robert 

Bruce 


lyrical about what fine organisations they 
are. 

Hus process can only lead financial report¬ 
ing back to the bad old days when a smiling 
chairman would-lay on the charm and soft 
soap in the annual report wh9e the accounts at 
the back carried a message of impending 
ti onm . Summary statements do tend 

to be. as marketing people say, “upbeat". 

Companies also argue that in these days of a 
move towards electronic “real-time" reporting, 
the thick, paper document is outdated. But 
that argument applies _only_ to sophisticated 
investors. The people identified in times of 
scandal as those who have lost tbeir pensions 
are not people who scan corporate figures- 
online. One purpose of financial reporting is 
to protect the vulnerable, who fend not to be 
technologically, or financially, sophisticated. 

The third argument is that accounts are 
now so overloaded with additional material 
as a result of the Cadbury code on corporate 
governance that a limit has been reached in 
terms of just how much 
information anyone can 
cope with. This argument is 
nonsense. Certainly, there is 
much more information in 
accounts as a result, but it is 
the first increase in useful 
information for years. 

Ask the average sceptical 
shareholder or user of ac¬ 
counts whether they want 
more information on the 
directors, their pay and how 
they have done their duties or 
more information on depred¬ 
ation and you know what the 
answer wfli be. 

The other argument is that 
tire information, particularly 
on directors' remuneration 
and pension provision, is so 

_ complex that it is not worth 

printing. But that is a ques¬ 
tion to ask actuaries, or the directors. It could 
all be simpler if directors wished it so. 

The final argument, however, is the one 
that people in the finandal reporting world 
really need to remember. Whenever there has 
been scandal over a corporate collapse, the 
argument has centred on the report and 
accounts. It was quite possible for people to 
say of Polly Peek, for example, that if 
shareholders had read and understood Note 
28 they would have been wary about the 
company’s finandal health. Under a regime 
of summary finandal statements, directors 
would have to explain why they never sent 
out the detailed information in the first place. 

That could be more painful to explain than 
foe figures themselves. 


Court of Appeal 
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Habeas corpus order is criminal Appropriation outwith jurisdiction 


Cuoghi v Governor of 
Brixton Prison and Another 

Before Lord Bingham of Comhill, 
Lord Chief Justice. Lord Justice 
Kennedy and Lord Justice Saville 
[Judgment July 15] 

An order relating to the obtaining 
nf evidence for the purposes erf a 
habeas corpus application in extra¬ 
dition proceedings was a criminal 
cause or matter within the mean¬ 
ing uf section 18(11(3) of the Su¬ 
preme Court Act I9BL Accordingly, 
die Civil Division or the Court nf 
Appeal had no jurisdiction to 
entertain an appeal against such 
an order. 

The Court of Appeal so held, 
determining as a preliminary issue 
that it had no jurisdiction to 
entertain an appeal hv Sergiu 
Cunithi from Mr Justice Carrwaih 
w ho had set aside an order of Mr 
Justice Fortes made nn Mr 
Cunghi's application for the issue 
of letters of request under section 3 
of the Criminal Justice (Inter¬ 
national Cooperation) Art IW far 
evidenu.' in support of his applica¬ 
tion for halva-. corpus in reliance 
on section IK JIM of the extradition 
Act HWL 

the Bow Sir At Metropolitan 
Sltpeniliarv Magistrate had 
committed Mr Cuoghi in custody 
under the l*W» Act nn a request by 
the Swiss Government for his 
extradition to Switzerland to face 
charge* of fraud against Credit 
Suisse 1 Fide* Trust SA 

Section (1 of the IdSU Act 
provides: “(J| Tite court shall order 
the applicant's discharge if it 
appear* to die court in ndatinn to 
the offence ... in respect nf which 


the applicant's return is sought, 
that ...(0 because the accusation 
against him is not made in good 
faith in the interests of justice, it 
would, having regard to all the 
circumstances, be unjust or 
oppressive to return him.” 

Mr Clive Nicholls. QC and Mr 
James Lewis for Mr Cuoghi: Mr 
Raul Gariidc. QC. for the Swiss 
Government Mr James Turner 
for the Home Secretary. 

THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE 
referred to the winding of section 
18(U(a) of the 1981 An that “no 
appeal shall lie to the Court of 
Appeal from any judgment of the 
High Churl in any criminal cause 
or matter" and said that the 
question whether the Civil Di¬ 
vision had jurisdiction to entertain 
Mr Cuoghi * appeal depended cm 
the answer to three questions: 

1 Did extradition proceedings fall 
within the statutory expression 
"criminal cause or matter’? 

Tire answer was unquestionably 
"Yes". If there were any doubt 
about that, it was resolved’bv In re 
Lmii fllWI 3 WLR117). 

2 Did an application for habeas 
corpus made in extradition 
proceedings fall within the .statu¬ 
tory expression? 

The answer was "Yes". In reach¬ 
ing that conclusion his Lordship 
relied on a Ieng line of authority 
and in particular on Ex parte Alice 
Waodhall UlSSSJ 2D QBD SSL S3S- 
835). in that case the Court of 
Appeal had rejected the argument 
that a habeas corpus application, 
made following the applicants 
committal in extradition proceed¬ 
ings. was not a criminal cause or 


matter but was collateral, not 
necessarily having reference to any 
criminal proceeding and that die 
primary object of such an applica¬ 
tion was to secure that the person 
detaining the applicant should 
produce him. 

His Lordship also referred to 
authority which followed and ap¬ 
proved that case, in particular 
Amartd v Home Secretary and 
Minister of Defence of ‘ Royal 
Netherlands Government {(19431 
AC 147. LS6 and 162). 

He rejected Mr Nicholls' argu¬ 
ment dial an application under 
section 11(3). whether advanced as 
a habeas corpus application or not. 
was a special free-standing proce¬ 
dure provided by statute, separate 
and distinct from the Swiss crim¬ 
inal proceedings which founded 
the application to extradite. 

Accepting Mr Garlicky sub¬ 
mission. his Lordship concluded 
that Part 1(1 of the 1989 Aa. 
comprising sections 7 to 17. set out 
a comprehensive code to govern 
extradition in present rircum- 
stanees. Section 11(31 formed part 
of a comprehensive provision for 
what was accepted as being a 
criminal proceeding. 

It was artificial to fillet out 
section 11(31 from that coherent 
series of provisions and attribute to 
it a nature and character different 
from the process of which it 
formed part. 

3 Did an order relating to obtain¬ 
ing evidence for purposes of a 
habeas corpus application in extra¬ 
dition proceedings fall within the 
statutory expression? 

The answer was again “Yes" for 
the following reasons: 


Discrimination claim fails 


Tattari v Private Patients 
Plan 

Before Lord Justice Beldam. laird 
Justice Rndi and Sir Jolin 
Balcitmbe 
{Judgment July X| 

Private Pattenrv Plan, the provider 
medical and beallh care in- 
suruicv cover, was not. within the 
meaning uf scvliun Uni the Rao? 
Relations .Act W7t>. an authority nr 
body which could confer an 
authorisation or qualification 
uhteh was needed for. nr facili- 
tated engagement in a particular 
profession ur trade. 

live Court ot Appeal so held in 
dismissing an appeal ty Hr 
Chrwallcni Tattari bunt a dis¬ 
missal h) (he Employment Appeal 
Tribunal nn May 3. 1996, of her 
appeal from the dismissal by an 
industrial tribunal, sitting at 
Ashford, on August IS. 1990, of her 
cimtplaiiti that PPP had discrimi¬ 
nated against her ret (he ground of 
rare uinir.iry to section l(lKb) of 
the 197b Act." 

■Mr Chrisd-pher terns. QC for 
Dr Tattari. Mr Nicholas Green for 
PPP- 

LORD JUSTICE BELDAM said 
dun Dr Tattari. a registered medi- 
i-.il practitioner, was a British 
citizen but was Greek bv birth. 


After quuiifvi rip as a doctor at 
Athens Itaiversity she came to the 
United Kingdom and in 1979 was 
admitted as a Fellow of the Royal 
College uf Surgeons. She was 
granted an EEC specialist certifi¬ 
cate in plastic and roamstueme 
surgery by Athens University in 
19Sb and since )<$S had been in 
private practice in London. 

The General Medical Council 
maintained a specialist list in 
accordance with article b of the 
Medical Qualifications (EEC 
Recognition) Order (SI 1977 Nn 
SZ7). Dr Tartaric name was added 
to that list in I Wand she was thus 
recognised by the General Medical 
Council as having the right to 
'practise plastic surgery in the 
United Kingdom. 

Dr Tattari asked to be added to 
PPPs list of specialists in Decem¬ 
ber 1994. In March (995 she was 
informed that PPP cook) not grant 
her spreialtM recognition accord¬ 
ing to its roles which required her 
to hold or haw held a substantive 
NHS consultant post nr id hold a 
certificate of higher specialist 
Training giwn by the higher 
specialist training amintineeof the 
Royal College trf Surgeons. PPP 
-did not recognise any EEC certifi¬ 
cate of higher specialist training 
fur the purposes of ils rules. 


His Lordship said that PPP was 
not an authority or body within the 
meaning of sea ion 12 of die 197b 
Act. He amsidercd that the section 
had to be read as a whole and not 
construed piecemeal. The land of 
bodies referred to were those 
similar to authorities which were 
empowered to grant qualifications 
or recognition for the purpose of 
practising a profession, ratling, 
trade ur activity. 

Thus he considered that section 
1 i referring as it did to an 
authority or hndy which conferred 
recognition or approval referred to 
a holy which had the power or 
authority to confer on a person a 
professional qualification or other 
approval needed to enable him to 
practise a profession, exercise a 
railing or lake part in some other 
activity. 

ll did not refer to a body which 
was not authorised tu or em¬ 
powered to confer such qualifica¬ 
tion but which stipulated that for 
the purpose of ils commercial 
agreements, a particular qualifica¬ 
tion was required. 

Lord Justice Roch and Sir John 
Baknmbe agreed. 

Solicitors: Mr C. G. Hughes: 
Lawrence Graham. 


(a) It was a dear principle to be 
derived from the authorities that if 
the main substantive proceedings 
in question were criminal, in¬ 
cidental or ancillary proceedings 
thereto were simQaijy to be treated 
as criminal: hen* the rule dial 
habeas corpus applications in¬ 
cidental or ancillary to extradition 
proceedings were regarded as 
criminal because extradition 
proceedings were so regarded. 

His Lordship stressed Chat in 
using the words “incidental or 
ancillary" he was not intending to 
propound any new and different 
test but was expressing the gist of 
what he understood the authori¬ 
tative test or tests to be. 

(b) Orders relating to the produc¬ 
tion of evidence for foreign crim¬ 
inal proceedings were themselves 
to be treated as criminal: see 
Bonalumi v Secretary of Stare for 
the Home Department (11985) QB 
675). 

It would be anomalous if an 
order relating to the production of 
evidence for the purposes of Eng¬ 
lish proceedi ng s regarded as crim¬ 
inal were not itself to be regarded 
ascriminaL 

(d An affirmative answer was 
fortified by consideration of the 
European Convention on Mutual 
Assistance in CrinrihaJ Marten, 
(Cm 1928) which the 1990 Acl 
enabled the United Kingdom to 
ratify. 

It was that procedure which Mr 
Cuoghi through the medium of the 
1990 Act was seeking to invoke: It 
was plain that the procedure 
existed id provide for international 
co-operation between states part)' 
to the Convention in the prosecu¬ 
tion of crime. It had no civil 
purpose. Thus the context of the 
present proceedings was criminal 
and the context tent its colour to the 
section 11(3) application as to other 
parts of the proceedings. 

fd) To rely on section 3 of the 
1990 Aa Mr Cuoghi was com¬ 
pelled to assert that the conditions 
in section 3fl)(a) and (b) were 
fulfilled, namely the existence of an 
offence and of proceedings or 
investigations in connection with 

h. Thai demonstrated the closeness 
uf the connection between the 
section 3 application and the 
criminal proceedings which the 
Swiss government were seeking to 
extradite him to fore. 

The questions posed by Mr 
Turner were pertinent to consider 
What was the purpose of the 
application? Was it a step in the 
process of bringing q defendant to 
trial? Could It affect die conduct of 
the trial? 

In rite light of those questions 
and the authorities the third ques¬ 
tion should.be answered affir¬ 
matively. From that it followed 
that the Civil Division of tile Cburt 
of Appeal had nu jurisdiction to 
entertain the appeal, being an 
appeal from a judgment of the 
High Court in a criminal cause or 
nutter. 

Lord Justice Kennedy and Lord 
Justice Saville agreed. 

Solicitors: Judge Sykes Frixouj 
CPS, HQ; Treasury Solicitor. 


Regina vNgan 

Before Lord Justice Leggan. Mr 

Justice Ian Kennedy and Mr 

Justice Collins 

pudgmenr July 11] 

A person who. knowing that 
money had been mistakenly paid 
into her bank account in England, 
signed blank cheques on that 
account and sent them to her sister 
in Scotland, did not in so doing 
commit an act of appropriation 
within the jurisdiction. 

She was. however, guilty of an 
offence against English law when 
one of the cheques which necessar- 
ily drew upon the mistaken credit 
balance was brought back to 
England and presented for pay¬ 
ment there. The ad of theft was the 
presentation of the cheque. 

The Court of Appeal. Criminal 
Division, so held when allowing in 
part the appeal of Sui Soi Ngan 
against her conviction by a major¬ 
ity on December 19, 1996 at 
Southwark Crown Court (Judge 
Laurie and a jury) of three counts 
of theft. 

Conviction on two of the counts, 
relating to cheques which were 
presented in Scotland, were 
quashed. Her appeal against 
conviction on the third count 
which related to a cheque pre¬ 
sented for payment in England, 
was dismissed. Her appeal against 
a sentence of two years detention in 
a young offender institution was 
allowed and a sentence of 15 
months wax substituted. 

Section 3 of the Theft Act 1968 
provides: "(I) Aqy assumption by a 
person of the rights of an owner 
amounts to an appropriation, and 
this includes, where he has come 
by the property (innocently or not) 


without stealing it. any later 
assumption of a right to it by 
keeping or dealing with, it as 
owner." 

Ms Lauren Soertsz, assigned by 
the Registrar of Criminal Appeals, 
for the appellant; Mr Peter Gray 
for the Crown. 

LORD JUSTICE LEGGATT. 
giving the reserved judgment of 
the court, said that the outcome of 
the appeal depended upon 
whether or not, as an ingredient of 
the thefts, the appellant had 
commuted an act of appropriation 
within the jurisdiction- 

As a condition of her employ¬ 
ment she opened an account on 
August It. 1995 with a London 
branch of Barclays Bank. The 
account number allocated to her 
had previously been that of a debt 
collection agency. 

Several payments intended for 
the agency were paid into the 
account by mistake, amounting to 
a total of E77,767.2Sp..Payments 
were also made for the credit of the 
account from die appellant's 
employers and small withdrawals 
were made from time to time nor 
exceeding the latter credit balance. 

Between September 25 and Octo¬ 
ber 9. 1995 cheques were presented 
for payment in the respective sums 
of £29.000, E16JOOO and £10.000. 
They were paid because die mis¬ 
take was not discovered until 
November 8,1995. 

The appellant when interviewed 
said that she had signed the blank 
cheques and sou than to her sister 
in Glasgow, who had known that 
she had received the extra money. 
Two cheques had been presented ■ 
for payment in Glasgow and the 
third in Peterborough. 


The trial judge rejected a sub¬ 
mission of no case to answek made 
on the ground ihar no offence had 
been committed within the juris¬ 
diction. He viewed the thefts as a 
joint enterprise between the appel¬ 
lant and her sister and regarded 
the appropriation as having taken 
place in this country because the 
account, the chase in action and 
the paying bank were all situated 
in England. However, his reason 
for that conclusion was wrong: see 
R v Governor of Pentonville 
Prison, Ex parte Osman fll990j i 
WLR 277). 

On each of the three counts the 
appellant was charged with swab 
ing a chose in action, namely a 
credit balance belonging to the 
debt collecting agency. Since ft 
could not be disputed that the 
appellant had acted dishonestly, it 
was common ground that she was 
guilty of theft if the offence had 
been committed within the 
jurisdiction. 

The question therefore was a 
simple one: was there any aa 
within the jurisdiction which 
amounted to an assumption by die 
appellant of the rights of the 
owner? 

Applying tbe principle sei out in 
Osman (at pZ94) to the present 
case, die art of theft was the 
presentation of tite cheque. Until 
then no right as against the bank 1 
had been exercised.. 

All that had occurred before¬ 
hand. including the signing of the 
cheques, had been preparatory 
arts. She who supplied the signed, 
blank cheques, which she knew 
were to be used to steal from die 
debt collecting agency, was an 
aider and abettor of the thefts, even 
though she was in Englafld'when 


the cheques were presented in 
Scotland. 

As such, she would be liable to 
be convicted as a principal in 
relation to a substantive offence 
committed in Scotland, Viewed as 
a joint enterprise, that was where it 
was effectuated. It would not be 
enough in give the English court 
jurisdiction that her part in the 
theft was carried out in England: 
compare R v Tomsett 0I985J Crim 
LR 369). 

When the appellant sent tbe 
cheques in blank to her sister, she 
intended to appropriate such sums 
as her sister proved to insert into 
any of tite cheques that she used. 
The appropriation was inchoate. 

In their Lordships'judgment, no 
right was assumed to the pan of 
the appellant* credit balance that 
was not hers until a cheque was 
presented for payment in a sum 
which necessarily drew upon the 
mistaken credit balance. That 
represented an assertion-of a right 
adverse to the debt collecting 
agency to have the cheque met by 
tite bank. 

The result was that on the two 
occasions that a cheque was pre¬ 
sented in Scotland no offence was 
committed within the jurisdiction, 
bin an offence was committed 
when the third cheque was pre¬ 
sented in Peterborough. 

When section 2(1) of the Criminal 
Justice Aa 1993 came into force ir 
would render irrelevant where any 
ao occurred proof of which was 
required Cor conviction of theft. 
Meanwhile the appellant was 
acquitted rat counts I and 2 of the 
indictment and her appeal dis¬ 
missed in relation to count 3. 

Solicitors: Crown Prosecution 
Service. Southwark. 


Benefits 

Neal v Bingle 

Before Lord Justice Beldam, Lord 
Justice Simon Brown and Lord 
Justice Waller 
[Judgment July 22] 

Where by virtue of section S2 of the 
Soda) Security Administration Act 
1992 general damages for personal 
injury were reduced or 
extinguished by repayment of so¬ 
da! security benefits received by 
the plaintiff in consequence of his 
injury, the plaintiff was entitled to 
recover as special damages the loss 
of non-recoupable benefits which 
he was receiving before the ac¬ 
cident and would have continued 
to receive but for the injury. 

Section 81(51 of the 1992 Art did 
not prevent the court from consid¬ 
ering recovery of such sums. 

The Court of Appeal so held in a 
reserved judgment allowing John 
Albert Neal’s appeal from the 
order of Judge Hague, QC, at 
Slough County Court on May 8, 
1996 whereby he awarded the 
plaintiff £4.-150 general damages 
for personal injuries sustained in a 
road traffic accident with die 
defendant. Gregory Charles 
Single, on January 14, 1989. The 
judge had rejected tite plaintiff's 


recoverable as special damages 


claim for special damages for the 
km of social security benefits 
which he was receiving before the 
acrident in respect of a preexisting 
back injury. 

Section 81 provides: "(5)... in the 

assessment of damages in respect 
of an acridoiL injury or diseases 
the amount of any relevant bene¬ 
fits paid or likely to be paid shall be 
disregarded." 

Mr Roger Smith for the plaintiff; 
Mr David Tucker for the 
defendant. 

LORD JUSTICE BELDAM said 
that at the date of the accident the 
plaintiff was in receipt of social 
security benefit He received 
£30,201-27 benefit paymems from 
the date of the acrident to January 
14, 1994 and the Department erf 
Soria! Securin' issued a certificate 
of total benefit in that sum which 
formed (he basis of the deduction 
from the amount of any compensa¬ 
tion payment made by the defen : 
dam to the plaintiff and required to 
be paid by the defendant to the 
secretary of stare. 

To predude the possibility that 
the whole of the plaintiff's general 
damages would be extinguished 
the plaintiff adopted tite solution 


suggested by Lord Justice Henry 
in the Court of Appeal in Hassali v 
Secretary of State for Social 
Security 0199511WLRB12.819) that 
the plamtiff could claim as special 
damage the loss of fton-recoupabie 
benefits he was receiving before 
the acrident 

The judge had held that section 
81(5) of the 1992 Aa prevented any 
such recovery and that the sub¬ 
section required the court to. dis¬ 
regard foe benefits altogether. 

The subsection did not provide 
the conclusive answer to the plain¬ 
tiffs claims the judge suggested. It 
was quire dear (hat it was in 
"assessing damages in respect of 
an acrident* that the relevant 
benefits "paid or likely lo be paid" 
were to be: disregarded. So the 
provisions could not refer to bene¬ 
fits paid before the acrident. 

There was. thus no support for 
the judge’s interpretation that sec¬ 
tion 81® prevented the court from 
considering recovery of a sum as 
special damages based upon the 
benefit which, but for the accident, 
th e plain tiff would have continued 
to receive. 

Hie mere fact that the plaintiff 
continued to receive an equivalent 


sum in benefit to the sums which 
be was receiving before (he ac¬ 
cident was no bar to such a 
recovery. There was no reason in 
general principle why the plaintiff 
could not daim the benefits lost 
and the judge should have 
awarded the plaintiff a sum 
equivalent to the benefits which he 
would have received but for the 
aotident, £9,926.21. which with his 
medical expenses and general 
damages amounted to £14376.21. 

That sum represented the limit 
the defendant as compensator was 
required lo pay to the secretary of 
state. 

b was then for die plamtiff to 
appeal against the amount stated 
in the certificate of thecompensa- 
tion recovery unit of ti» Deport¬ 
ment of Social Security. 

Lord Justice Simon Brown and 
lx>rd Justice Waller agreed. 

Solicitors: Kleinman Klurfieid 
Stanmore: Greenwoods. 
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ARTS FILM 33 


NEW MOVIES: Geoff Brown watches an English rose bloom among Paris’s chattering yuppies in Portraits Chinois 

Helena joins the French collection 



nceuponaimieymi 
.knew when? -you 
were with Helena 
Bonham Carter. 
You were in Merchant Ivory's 
Edwardian England; she' was. 
wearing petticoats. But since 
she cut her '. Pre-Raphaelite 
tresses, the world is her oyster. 

In Margarets Room she was a - 
greasy-haired urchin’ in . a 
Nova Scotia coalmining corn- - 
mutiny in the' I94C&. Now, in 
Portraits Chinois. she is an . 
English girl, Ada by name, 
living m ashtemporaiy Paris; 
speaking French, working as a: 
foshion desigher In a house' 
run hy Jeaij-Claude Brialy. 

Having a incafer who is 
half-Frencftdearfyhelped her.- 
For when' Bonham Caner 
speaks you rarely hear, the 
inflections, of an English beau¬ 
ty. educated at public school, 
poking through the pursed 
vowels, .grimaces 1 and .Gallic 
exhalations. . : 

She talks a lot. too. All the 
characters dp. Over several 
years they talk about kwe.. 
desire, their apartments, their 
careers (either fashion or film- 
making}. Much is lies: Much 
is uninvdving. not because of 
deficiencies in the smarr cast, 
but because the director, 
Martine'.Dugowson, rarely 
looks under the surface. These 
chatterboxes- come to the 
screen with no past .history'' 
(the exaction is -lise, the 
apprentice designer played by 
Romaiie Behringer, whom 
Ada sees' as a threat). We 
struggle to know what makes 
them tick, and to care about 
their liaisons. 

Ada's boyfriend Paul, a 
screenwriter (Jean-Philippe 
Ecoffey), attracts Lise'S atten¬ 
tion. Use, however, is bang 
encouraged to team up with 
Paul’s writing partner Guido 
(Serge CasteUito). who has just 
split up with his girlfriend. 
Circling round them are other 
affairs and a pregnancy. 

Possibly. another director, 
working from another script, 
could have made these seem ' 
events of great moment, at. 
least for as lone as thefiflm 
lasted. Woody Allen, perhaps. 

Or the veteran Eric Rolirner, 
France’s best contriver of talk- : 
ative trifles- But Dugowson, 
mounting her follow-up'.to:.! 
Afina Tannenbaum, an ohs er- 
vant study in friendship, hamr_ 
strings her cast with a shallow ' 
apd overstretched script Even 
with 15 minutes cut from die 
original running time we still* . 
wish to bid these people adieu’,.. 
a long time'before the film 
does. Maybe, the next time 
Bonham Carter speaks perfect 
French. , the words. will be 
worth hearing.- 



Helena Bonham Carter brushes up her French vocabulary to play the part of a fashion designer caught up in liaisons not very dangireuses in Martine Dugowson’s talk-heavy Portraits Chinois 


I f character and inddent 
seem put of balance iii 
Po rtra its Ch inois, 

Palookavifle jiiggles the 
two far more adeptly.. The 
setting is somewhere, in New 
Jersey, geographically dose to 
Manhattan's bright lights but 
spiritually snick : in the prov¬ 
inces. The characters are 
would-be crooks, eager to rob 
their way to prosperity. 1 could 
be describing your average 
American independent movie, 
pock-marked with blood and 
the f-word and in thrall to the 
t-word (Tarantino). "• 


!n fact. .Alan Taylors first 
feature written by David Ep¬ 
stein, pursues other character¬ 
istics. Warm-hearted humour. 
Sweetness and light. TTieinflu- 
ence of the postwar stories of 
ItaloCalvino, filtered through 
Italian film comedies alive to 
the quirks of ordinary life like 
Big Deal on Madonna Street. 
like Mario 'MomceOi'S film, 
this is a tale of bungling. In the 
opening minutes, a jeweller’s 
shop is the target, but the 
building nexr door, a pastry 
shop, gets hit 

The perpetrators, unem¬ 
ployed. do not have the home 
life of hardened . criminals. 
One (William Forsythe) lives 
with dogs. Another (Vincent 
Gallo},' striving so hard to be 
Mr Big, lives with his mother, 
his sister and her husband, a' 
cop. Another (Adam Trese) 
clings to his wife and kid, and 
is reluctant to participate. But 
empty pockets lure them all 


Portraits Chinois 

Curzon Phoenix, 15, 

. . 122 mins 

Helena Bonham Carter 
talksand talks in French 

PalookaviUe 
Curzon Mayfair. 15.92 mins 
Endearing movie about 
' would-be crooks 

Love! Valour! 
Compassion! 

ABC Swiss Centre. 15, 


114 mins 

Artifice! Smugness! Bad 
direction! 

Broken English 
Warner West End, 18, 
93 mins 

Bogged-dovm drama from 
New Zealand 

Idiot Box 
National Film Theatre. 
83 mins 

Engaging Aussie portrait 
of thick young criminals 


onwards. They watch the 1950 
B-movie Armored Car Rob¬ 
bery to get ideas. That robbery, 
too, goes haywire; life lets 
them down yet again. 

Taylor, a New York Univer¬ 
sity graduate with an award- 
winning short arid TV work to 
his credit, pitches the film as a 
realistic piece with fairy-tale 
trimmings. He keeps a tight 


rein on visual tricks, letting 
characters and settings weave 
their spell. Today we are 
unaccustomed to such good 
manners, and PalookaviUe 
may seem low in incident to 
viewers in need of an adrena¬ 
lin rush. But to anyone won¬ 
dering which way humane 
cinema went, this small-scale 
delight points the way. 


NEW VIDEOS: A fine portrait of childhood; and an absurd view of nuns 



comes good 



■ WELCOME TO THE 
DOLLHOUSE 
Artificial Eve, 15 .1996 . 

TODD SOLONDZ’s com¬ 
pelling and unsettling com¬ 
edy. full of remembered pain, 
contemplates the awful fife of 
Diane"Wiener, an 11-year-old 
geek at Benjamin Franklin 
Junior High. “Why-do you 
hate me?” she asks a school¬ 
mate. “Because you’re ugly.” 

She's also'not very lovable, 
and it .says much for Solondz 
and plucky young, actress . 

Heather Matarazzo that they 
continue to engage our sym¬ 
pathy for this outcast. Avail¬ 
able to rent and buy; 

■ BEHIND CONVENT 
WALLS 

Redemption. 18, N77 

A NUN pricks' her finger 
handling roses: Close-up of 
her sucking her finger with ; 
sexual longing. Par for the 
course in a film directed by ^ 

Walerian Borowczyk, Polish 
animator turned art-house 
pomographer. This stately 
specimen of his dubious 
made, based on a Stend&hl 
novel, revels, in fetishistic 
detail and the piquant looks _ 

■ Heather Matarazzo m Welcome to the Dollhouse 


themselves against 
dazzlingly coloured back¬ 
grounds. Difficult JO vWatdi. 
with a straight face. " 

■ THE FRIGHTENERS 

c/c. is. m 


Heavenly Creatures, though 
fans of garbled fontasy mov¬ 
ies may find delight in its tale 
of a swindling ghost exorcist 
(Michael J. Fox), faced with 
THIS Presented something .genuine ectoplasm. HolV 

director Peter Jackson after smooth special 


effects,’ but 


does nothing to stop jpkes 
falling flat or the script 
.blundering between comedy 
and horror. Available to rent 

■ OCTOBER 

Tartan. PG1927 
THIS electrifying fihri by the 


great Sergei Eisenstein re¬ 
constructs the “ten days thai 
shook the world” in October 
1917. when the Bolsheviks 
brought down Kerensky's 
government. The director's 
methods are as revolutionary 
as the material: rapid-fire 
editing, elaborate montages, 
extensive use of metaphors. 
Characters may occasionally 
seem submerged in the visu¬ 
al fireworks, but it only needs 
the Winter Palace to be 
stormed or St Petersburg's 
bridges to be raised for toe 
film to recover. The video 
uses toe sound version pre¬ 
pared in 1967. with a score by- 
Shostakovich. 

■ THE STARMAKER 
Fox Home Entertainment. 
18.1996 

ADMIRERS of Giuseppe 
Tomatore's Cinema Paradi- 
so may have their loyalties 
tested by the director's latest 
love letter to the cinema and 
to Sicilian life. The images 
are pretty in a postcard kind 
of way, hit the story about a 
shyster from Rome who 
dupes villagers out of toeir 
money by posing as a film- 
studio talent scout is too 
drawn out and generates 
rather bogus emotions. How¬ 
ever, toe non-professional 
players are moderately pleas¬ 
ing: and Sergio Casrellitto 
works very hard, to make the 
lead character interesting. 
Available to rem. 

Geoff Brown 


The first inkling that Lovef 
Valour! Compassion! is going 
to get on one's nerves occurs in 
toe opening seconds. A harmo¬ 
nious voice is rhapsodising on 
the soundtrack about his lake¬ 
side country house: built in 
1895. he warbles, and still with 
its original roofi That may 
impress America’s estate 
agents, but it is hardly a 
selling point over here. Then 
toe house owners guests, all 
gay males, arrive and mingle: 
Arthur and Perry, accountant 
and lawyer. almosT an old 
married couple: Ramon, toe 
Puerto Rican dancer acutely 
aware of his sex appeal: Buzz, 
the musical comedy aficiona¬ 
do with a biting tongue: John 
JeckyU, an English musician, 
aloof, mean-spirited. 

To anyone familiar with 
Terrence McNally’s off-Broad- 
way play of 1994. they are all 
old pals. So are the players: 
with toe exception of Jason 
Alexander, who replaces Na¬ 
than Lane as Buzz, the film 
reunites the original cast. 
McNally adapts his own text 
The original director, Joe 
Mantello, directs again, show¬ 
ing minimal interest in cine¬ 
matic matters. Perhaps toe 
film’s cosy elitism, smugness 
almost romes in part from toe 
production's inbreeding. 

Mostly the source lies in 
McNally’s script As this 
houseful bicker, manoeuvre 
and nurture each other 
through three summer week¬ 
ends. the characters grow to 
seem more like stereotypes 
than people, brazenly manipu¬ 
lated by toe dramatist for 
comic, sentimental, or melo¬ 
dramatic ends. Jakes come 
easily to Buzz, toe HIV-posi¬ 


tive Broadway queen, but 
amusing lines about revivals 
of 77ie King and I cannot in 
themselves sustain the film, or 
add bite to its treatment of 
Aids. The undue concern for 
effect shows again when John 
Jeckyll’s twin brother James 
arrives, sweetness and light 
compared to his dark bile. On 
stage. John Glover’s tour de 
force in both roles won him a 
Tony award; on film, toe stunt 
loses its punch. 


Ji 


oe Mantello has a partic¬ 
ular part to play, too: 
any artifice or jarring 
mood is immediately 
highlighted by his static direc¬ 
tion. For all ihe film's flashes 
of wit or tenderness, there are 
enough irritants here to put 
your back up, whatever your 
sexual stripe. 

Over to New Zealand now’ 
for Broken English, a story of 
cultural assimilation with Cro¬ 


atian immigrants, a Maori 
working in a Chinese restau- 
rant, and two Chinese' sweet¬ 
hearts anxious to make “little 
Kiwis”. This is fruitful materi¬ 
al. though director Gregor 
Nicholas and Robin Scholes. 
producer of Once Were War¬ 
riors, restrict toe film’s appeal 
by styling it as a heavy drama 
of star-crossed lovers. 

The Croatian father Ivan, 
proud and volatile, sets die 
tone, solving arguments with 
a baseball hat and imprison¬ 
ing his own daughter for 
daring to becoming the Mao¬ 
ri’s lover and getting preg¬ 
nant Rade Serbedzija, toe 
Croatian actor now' rampag¬ 
ing through international 
movies, settles in for a long 
rage. Aleksandra Vujric’s 
Nina and her boyfriend (Ju¬ 
lian Arahanga) are more per¬ 
suasive, though not enough to 
make their prublems electrify 
audiences. 


if New- Zealand disappoints. 
Australia comes to toe rescue 
with Idiot Box. the week’s 
second film abour would-be 
criminals. This has a tarter 
taste than PalookaviUe. 
though there is still something 
likeable about Kev and Mick, 
young layabouts who rattle 
round the suburbs drinking, 
arguing, mischief-making and 
watching TV (hence toe title). 
They imagine themselves 
street-smart. Kev especially. In 
fact they are dumb, never 
more so than when they 
acquire guns and concoct a 
bank robbery. 

The director, David Caesar, 
trains a hip. quirty eye on 
these sad clowns, vividly por¬ 
trayed by Ben Mendelsohn 
and Jeremy Sims. Visual inter¬ 
est is considerable: Caesar 
even makes police sticking 
pins in a map seem exciting. 
Sound, too, is inventively used. 
A film worth seeking out. 


‘Intelligent and enjoyable’ 

S 


Every week , young film fans 
discuss the latest releases ... 


□ PORTRAITS CHINOIS 
Sarah Crook, 18: The French 
sure can make movies. C’esr 
magnifique! 

Damian Samuels, 20; Imag¬ 
ine the French doing Peter’s 
Friends — or Les Amis de 
Pierre — and this would 
probably be toe outcome. The 
only difference, unfortunately, 
is that this is as dull as 
dirchwater. 

Tim Thornton. 21: Helena 
Bonham Carter comes over all 
cute and French in this aver- 



intelligent 

enjoyable. 


and really quite 


age friends and relationships 
movie that doesn't really 
achieve anything or get 
anywhere. 

Leslie Isaiah Thomas. IS: 
Don’t be put off by the sub¬ 
titles. Portraits Chinois is 


□ BROKEN ENGLISH 
Sarah: A film about falling in 
love with the enemy. The best 
of this week's movies. 
Damian: A multicultural Fid- 
dler on the Roof set Down 
Under, with some very comic 
symbolism at toe important 
moments. 

Tim: A powerful and moving 
film of race. love, politics and 
mixed marriage. 

Leslie: Cliche after cliche after 
cliche. A Kiwi Romeo and 
Juliet. 


'DO YOURSELVES A BIG FAVOUR. TAKE YOUR FAWIY, TAKE OTHER PEOPLE'S FAMILIES. TAKE YOUR STREET. THEN GO AGAIN' 
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TICKETS AVAILABLE THI£^YEEK Box Office 0171-92$ 2252 First Cafl^jji -420 oooo. 
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SBC PROMS tn fi'-JC cancan M 
csva-y o: Op-j j Noun PjJ 

Denial condutl-s me company ana me 
Engtisn Ncrmem Prwnamortia u 1 1 he 
134 r veision o! Siuvin-i*/;. ballci. 
PctJLsMa The fir i! London performance 
of Woianri hcongaitfocpry and crone 
tail or murder and iidiKticr. reflows 
artct me imer.-al Tt>= «j;t Bidudes 
Joroft'iin oiariirers jj Smone Trovai. 
JarHo? ran os in me title rote and Hare: 
A'^twitucfT as Alonso 
Abort Hall V wunqton Gw. SOT 
1.Q171-SK 32121 ToonjfiL 7.3Qpm E 

KISS ME KATE The New SOskespaare 
Company iioctii_*s up iK 5!aaP£Sp4aie in 
Cote Pgnet s. winy, l'jno-paotexl 
mjsxyj Isn Talbot directs Louise CbU 
Is:/ .an Rsraf.v,-cK and Andrew 
C Wadaintm 

Open AJr. Rcgcmi i Pari. wvvi .0171- 
466 t-J3l i Opons toniqnt. gpm In rep 

SIDE BY SIDE BY SONDHEIM 

Summnria slxw. cofciLaa'mq me man 
Kaltirvri Iwaru. Lr*a Sado/y. Djvki 
MdeS.n ai-eviplbe regular cas' v*f' 
[wm F.encfi limii) August 2 j. me tss! m 
a-sequence of guesi MCs Mannaw 
Frar»:is directs 

Greenwich. Creams H;S SElO ,'0l8l • 
358 7755j PnA'ie.is t->jin [orjghl. 

7 oforr. Opens July 2? 7pm Then 
;.tan-£ai 7.45pm. rria’ ia;. 2 yjgm Un« 
Sepicinbei 6 j£l 

ELSEWHERE 

BEDFORD' Tiesrle Trearrc Com parr, 
iO,ni Igrces 'Ann C'urtti serfoimer-. in 
P«e'.en: Fool House a conv.-dy atou: 

(ho hapte;i renanrs o' a .-c-arrenglv 
•ntdmar, house in Amsterdam 


TODAY’S CHOfCE 


A dally guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compiled by Gillian Maxey 


Bowen West. Do Mormon Unwary 
LanMowne Road 101234 219333) 
Toraght-Sai 0 pm 

BRIGHTON Peier Knapp's TravelHng 
Opera iXffnpany ends ns tenth season 
«ah performance. ol V«dS v . La irnwata 
(tonight and tomorrow andWatafl'a 
Don Gmiannr liiTjiduvi 



Paul Daniel conducts a 
premiere at the Proms 


Ttaatre Royel Ne/.-fioaC toirrj 
3284881 AS pefiormar-aK at 7 9fom 

GLASGOW- Jaoe meatre comparr, 
make-: 43 oCOIteh prnmtera at Ine Iron 
with Grace a highly visual ne» 
comedy By Sarah Woods about the 
desires ol a iWOc unman an the eve 
of he« 30m fern-may YMi vipen 

Worfley. Directed b/ Theresa Hoskins 
Tror. S3 Tronjtie I0M1 • SK 4367, 
Tonfgm-Sun. 8pm (B 

ISLE OF WIGHT TheEngTah 
Heritage open-ar concert and opera 
season gonpnucs with "Jan on a 
Sunrci s Evening'm fro grounds o> 
Queen Victoria's tamrr, retreat The 
programme begins wtfh an hour of 
classic )3C and foreland tiom the Ray 
Tony Jazz Band The Syd Lawrence 
GrchcsM and Sogers, direaad by 
Chris Dean, then swing irco action vmfi 
numbcis made famous by Glenn lAJter 
and his Orchestra. 

Osfaoms House, near ‘Z&vs (TsanM 
master 0171-413 1443/344 4444). 
TonghL 6pm. 

LONDON GALLERIES 

British Museum Cop JewSery- 
Ancleni. Me4S<at and ftoJem (Of 71 - 
8381555] Christopher HuH' 
Surnmer ErhiWicn (0171-23506001... 
Crane Kalman- CeJso Lagar 10171 584 
7566) Gasworks Forked Lightning 
and an Outbreak at GottoopnmUt 
(0171-7353445). Ports! £jjmrnor 
Show 101 71-4-J3 0706) .. Royal 
Academy 229th Summer Exhttxnon 
(0171-439 74301 . Taflsman Rne 
Art Four Pan fen of the Irrmjnjt.cn 
(0171-794 42861 Tom Bbu Adults 
mWcndertand -jface Liu (0771-37B 
13001 WoMay Fine Arts Garden 

Sculpture [ 01 71793 27381 


□ ALWAYS Behove n O' ixn. The king 
"ind f.H Simpscn :.iory id to rntfjc ibv 
Wfliam Mar and .ljc.jt, Spiaauei 
u.'amn5 Jin Hafj?. ar»3 Cfivc Carter 
Victoria Palace. Vicuna Siroe; Ytl 
10171-834 131D Mon-Sal. 7 30pm 
mall W« and Sow 2 pm 

Q BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

Dr;j-^, ; riirr rijmcd ini a a hii Broaduav 
.—iiiiHUjl Jdi-i Alanah Bnghi-in arJ 
A,-.ird.jir Harjo, ai ihe (ea-ls v.rih 

supp-iri tro/Ti [ho iik*soi De>ek i^ntiltfa 
ard fform.in Roiimgtrm 

Dominion T-waiham 'lou<i Road WI 
I0I7I-4IC 6060) Mon-Sal 7 ma) 
Sa: 2 Mors 

S THE BLUE GARDEN Tod Crag 
Ttueoti Jan Y.’aiars and ATianda Mealing 
m a n?w ptoy by Prei Mott at. autfivi ol 
Iona flam jet m a tamoirjy bhjc garden 
m IWOtoc.-hichaielugeeiromEur-ope 
com-ai lor jretrer 
Warehouse. Oogv.-ali Rjiid. Eail 
Cto/d-an (0131-030 4080) Tua 6 30pm. 
VYea-Sal 8pm. Sun 5pm Until July 27 

□ CANDIDE The European Sar.re 
:tevon ends -.•.nh Da-.-iJ F ur 
pto-luciion -at VoHane'i ciasrac >n a 
new iianjlaiien by Murray '3otd Jijsan 
Salmcer ptavc L*re irusimg imocenr 

.-.f iO mejr sullei rrrjch belore learning to 
-.vori he garden 

Gate. 1 i Porrtmdge Rd Wi 1 (0171 ■ 
2290708) Mcn-Sa!. 7 30pm Until 
August 2 

□ ELVIS—THE MUSICAL Thiee 
ACfar J-jmgerj lake us through the Me o> 
th? )• ir*g mih Michael Dnmln ptayrng 
ttie maaire O.rj Stncriy lor Ians 
PiccadHIy Denman Street. WI (0171 
389 1 724) Mon-THur j. 8pm. Fn and 5-au 
5 3 C>P*t. and 8 30pm Until Sept 8 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's assessment 
of theatre showing In London 
■ House full, returns only 
B Some seats available 
□ Seals al aU prices 


□ THE MAIDS Niamh Crack and 
Kerry Fo* ptl,- the tide rote i vntTi Josetle 
Smion u their adored and hate-d 
meiresi. in Gc-nel s over-healed but 
jorneiimej compohng drama oi 
cbteUion >iohn Crowley •iF*J r J 

Don mar Warehouse. Ear*um Street 
WC2 (0171-369 1732) Mon-S« 8pm. 
rnais Thun and Sat 4pm 

B MARLENE Sian PhJiroj g>>es ari 
aitractP’; performanje aj the srnger wf, 
the -K*d«n sneath .Jrecs On the whale, 
more successful than Pam Gems s pta-/ 
Lyric Shaiiesixir, Avenue-. WI (0171- 
494 5(MS> Mon-Sat. 7 45pm mars Wad 
andSaL Jpm 

B POPCORN Ban Ellon s blisiarhvg 
comedy ab>ji mew ncitanoe A 
Taiarnin'joscpuia cfirecior gets tus come¬ 
uppance when a couple -nf jenal tiller; 
I9eai pta/mg by Patrvrk O han= and 
Dens Da-,<s) Blame him lor mar 
mfcdeeds LMiron-aaBoswendHects 
Apollo. Shane Jr>ur/ Avenue. W f 
il»17l49l 5070) Mon-Sal 8cm: mars 
Wed. 3pm. and Sal 4pm 

□ THE PROVOK'D WIFE Michael 
Ponmngtjn farce Don: as Sir John Bru'e). 
Alison Steadman. Verona Hamrton m 
Vanbrugh's pungom comedy directed 


aganjt the chains ot mumaoe 
OidVfc V/aterloo Roe-J. SE1 (Q17I- 
928 7616i Torvgtif. 7 30pm Jnrso 

□ SHOPPING AND F~*1NG Mark 
FtavertWi s hyper-realty look at a 
druggy, every tning-f or-sale sociery 
GMgud Sharresbury Avenue. WI 
10171494 5065) MorvSal 8pm. mats 
Thur. 3pm. Sat. 5pm Until Au.yjT%6. 

□ TOM AND CLEM Simulate play 
vwih Alec McC-zwen and fAchaet 
Garrbon a; caBer Aioee and 
flamboyant OnOirg somng ojt the '.vorfd 
at Potsdam 

AMwych. Aidwycn V,C2iOI71 416 
6007) Mon-Sal 730pm mate Wed vd 
Sat 3pm Una July 28 

□ THE WOOD DEMON Good Odors 
n a general-/ d&apoirmng revival of 
CNUm's first version ol UlDe Vanya 
Playhouse Nortrumbatand Avenue. 
WC2 (0171-839 4401) Mar-Sal. 

7.30pm: mat Sat. 2 30pm 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Buddy- Surd (0171 930 28031 

□ The Complete Works ol WISiam 
Shakespeare (Abridged) Cntenro 
(0171-369 1727) B An Inspector 
Calls 'Vsnc* |0171494 5035) 

□ Jesus Christ Superstar Lyceum 

(0171-656 1807i □ Martin Guerre 

pnr.ee Edward (0171447 54001 

■ Les MisdraWes Paiace (9i7i4jw 
0909) B Miss Saigon- Dnjry Lane 
(0171-494 54>X>! □ The Mouse¬ 

trap St MarrmsiOl 71-838 144j) 

B StefVgtit Express- Apollo Victoria 
<0171416 6054) □ The Woman In 

Black. Fortune (0171-336 2233.. 

Tide) Information supplied by Soc>ety 
of Londcar Theatre 


NEW RELEASES 

THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT (12)- Thvt 
tut a-niaWe St-amsh-ian-^uage come-T/ 
jy on a south Lx-oon housng estate 
ABC Swiss Centro (0171-439 4470) 

• LADY AND THE TRAMP ,U) 

runey s 1955 rarioon ren.eJ tslaid. 
bui .-nih a tun: carime charm 

Clapham Picture House >0t 71496 
o223i Groanwlcb 1018105 ?«5) 
Odcons; Marble Arch .6i31-?l5 
42161 Swiss Cattega (0181-315 42201 
Ritzy 10171-737 2121) Virgins: 

Chelsea >0171 152 5096) Trocadero £| 
(0171434 0031i UCI White leys ® 

V7T1 898990) Warner® (0171437 
4343) 

• THE LOST WORLD (P&i Rc*jtme 
Far/ darrigeo ih: sequol ro Jurassic 
► -*4- VYilh Jol i^oWbium JuliAin; 

Moore Dir-.-dot Sc ^nspidbera 
ABCs; Baker Slroot ,0171-935 97721 
Tottenham Court Road !0(7i-8>J 
6148, Borbkan 0 (0171-630 8891 1 
Ctepham Picture House 10171493 
32::- Empire ® i0-(X' 8S3990) (& 
Greenwich (0131-235 SSOS) Nofflng 
Hfll Coronal 5) (0! 71-727 6705) 
Odoons: Kensington (Ol?:-215 J2ui 
Marble Arch 10161-315 J2:6, Swiss 
Cottage 0191-315 4220.) Plaza© 

' e -VX 5ii353) Ritzy (0171-717 2121) 
Screen Groan (3171-22? 1520, UCI 
White leys 51 1 Wj 0389 Mi Virgin*; 
Chelsea ' 0 :t: .?52 5i'?8' Fulham 
Rood -C-i 71-370 2626, Trocadero 

o '71433 o:n Tj 

REMEMBER ME? :PG' Sub-jrb-a 

-.4 n ."i ir.'i ry.ce 11 ;r.v:i 

f.\,- ».-•i L,r^r;a,. .-noi i-i 

J.'a/w: 

NFT^, 017T-K3 33*3, 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geo 11 Broom's assessment ol 
films In London and (^wro 
Indicated with the symbol • ) 
on release across the country 


CURRENT 

• BATMAN 8 ROBIN |PG) 
SchwarWiegger ■; Mr Fie«c rnes to 
hold ,j 0 !h«rm fo ranicnr. E*hau-;rmg 
epic wnf George Dow;, inns 

O Gom0li and Uma Thucrujn Oireclw. 

Jov( Sehurrjcr.sf 

ABCs: Baker Straot (0171-935 97721 
Tottenham Court Road (0171 -636 
6148) Clapham Picture House ,(1171. 
498 3323; Greenwich (0181 -23 i- Jr;i(?5) 
Odeons: Kensington (0101-315 4214) 
Marble Arch .9131 - 215 4216i Swiss 
Cottage ,0131-315 4220, RteiOm 
25 4 6877) Ritzy ,9171 737 21211 UCI 
WhUeleysgiitrM 63S990I Virgins: 
Chetsoa ,0171-35.2 5996i Fulham 
Rood 10171-370 2836) Trocadero g 
'0171 4?4 .>331 1 Warner West End 
,6171 437 J 3J3) 

• COM AIR US’ tlv.-. 

7j; i•J’ rhf,r pliic F 

■ Jti-a i*ae v-rx Iko’w Cage 
Odeons: Kensington ,0 (01-215 4214. 
Marbio Arch '0181 -jf? 4216., West 
End -9id:-716422;i ua Whlteleys 
S -CW 

• THE FIFTH ELEMENT ,P-3s 5:-’. 

to-: ."i j-n l-j: a-? Ba,:-: V# 

Odeon* Kensington (jiei-jid42 1 41 
Marble Arch - :-f 31-31$ 4218, Swiss 


Cottage ,01 el -J15 422,3) Ritzy (0«71 - 
737 2121) UCI Whlteleys £| (.3990 
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Simon Tait traces a curious collaboration on a windy Oxfordshire hilltop 



Unearthing a three-way Iron-Age plot 



.Andrew Watson (left) and Simon Callery make precise 
adjustments fo Watson’s camera at Segsbury camp 


THE photograph above is a view not of the 
surface of Mars, but of Segsbury Camp, an 
Iron-Age fort near the Ridgeway in-Oxford¬ 
shire. It is part of a composite of 378 
photographs, each precisely. 17.8 centimetres 
square, taken six feet above die ground. 

This unusual piece of art is the culmination of 
a year-long collaboration between a painter, a 
photographer and an archaeologist, and it will 
be on show from this weekend at an exhibition, 
near Faringdon in Oxfordshire. A large plan 
chest is being built containing 378 drawers, 

each holding one of the photo- ___ 

graphs in its correct place in 
relation to the whole site. Visitors 
can view each photograph separate¬ 
ly. and then see how it combines 
with its immediate neighbour. 

The whole work reveals the 
shadows of. the civilisation that 
lived in round houses at Segsbury 
in about 300BC. Gary Lock and his 
students from the Oxford Univer¬ 
sity Institute of Archaeology have 
gradually been tickling away at 
chalk and mud with tiny trowels 
and toothbrushes, freeing a shard 
of pottery or a skull. 

Simon Callery is the painter who took on a 
residency on the site for a year. His ethereal 
evocations of London- cityscapes have been 
bought by the Tate and by the Saatchi 
Collection. He usually makes his huge abstract 
canvases by painting, scraping away, and 
repainting in a process that can take many 
months — “it’s a sort of excavation, cutting 
through the surface to find whatever is 
underneath," he says. With the Segsbury 
Project the archaeologists are doing the 
scraping away for Callery'- He started in April 
IPdf) by sitting with them and drawing what he 
saw, “but the tiny detail of what they were 
pulling out was just too intense, and I realised 
the only way we could cover the subject was 
with phoiographs". Then Paul Bonaventura, an 


Oxford research fellow at the Ruskin School of 
Art who believes that Callery has the vision to 
move aesthetic boundaries in a way that few 
contemporary artists can. introduced him to 
Andrew. Watson,"a photography tutor at 
Central St Martinis School of Art 
“This collaboration between visual art and 
archaeology goes completely against the grain," 
says Watson. “What the archaeologists are 
finding might not be understood until they’re 
long dead; that doesn't concern them. But a 
visual artist wants credit straight away." 

..The way they work is quite 
different, too. “What can be so 
annoying about artists is the lack of 
exactitude," says archaeologist 
' Lock. “The information we’re deal¬ 
ing with is so great that we have to 
be precise and scientific about 
i. everything; an artist can just ignore 
' all those details and go for the idea.” 
But the artists' approach is also 
adding to the scientists’ understand¬ 
ing. “We’re getting something 
broader, something human, out of 
what Simon and Andy are seeing," 
Locksays. 

. . Callery in turn began to see that 
the interesting point of the dig was not the finds 
but the work itself, and die composite site. So 
while die scientists have come to appreciate the 
eye of the artist, Callery and Watson have had 
to adopt some of their principles of precision for 
taking the photographs. 

The residency, funded by Southern Arts, is 
officially over, but Callery is staying on site. 
“When I go back to my studio in London I’m 
still doing the work 1 was doing before 1 came 
here, so I don’t see any change. Of course. 
Segsbuiy will be in my painting, but I don’t 
know how, or when... it might take years.” 

• The Segsboiy Prvjea is at the Great Bam. Great 
Cornell. Faringdon. Oxfordshire, this weekend and 
then at the Pitt Rivers Museums and the Qjford 
University Museum (Sept 26-Oa 31) 
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ummertime.and the opera- 
goin’ should be easy. It 
wasn’t last'weekend at the 
Bregenz Festival, where the- 
floods sweeping Central Europe 
pushed up water levels an Lake 
Constance and drove the first two 
petformancesjof aspectadilarTiew 
Porgy and- Bess-, indoors. But if 
Bregenz-has not been immune to 
the weather.lt remains as resistant 
as ever to tbeoperafc conservatism 
that pervades most-erf Austria: 
given in tandem with this uncom¬ 
promising' Porgy is a revival of 
Anton Rubinstein's, long-neglected 
m a st e rp i ece. The Demon. 

And thanks to the vision of Alfred 
Wopmamv the canny Intendant 
who operates bn a mixture of 
idealism and realism, more innova¬ 
tion can be .expected before he 
leaves the festival'in 2002. This 
season has seen the addition erf a 
versatile rehearsal space that will 
also be used. for. performances of 
experimental . wonts, sometimes 
dance, or drama, but in 1996 the 
premiere of ihe Austrian composer 
Georg Friedrich Haas’s chamber 
opera Nacht ,: based on .'texts by 
Halderlin. Next year's rarity in the 
Festspidhaus is Montemezzi’s 
L'amore dei tre re, , and in 1999 it 
will be Martinto Creek Passion, 
staged by David Pbunmey and 
Steknos Lazaridis in a co-produc¬ 
tion with Covent Garden due in 
London the following year. 

The new rehearsal space proved 
itself already this summer, allow¬ 
ing deputed work, on Gotz 
Friedrich* Porgy production to 
oontinue during the unseasonable 
ram. Whenever thunderstorms pre¬ 
viously caused disruption, straight¬ 
forward concert performances had 
to be given indoors, but here we got 
a fully costumed, folly, choreo¬ 
graphed show, though without 
Hans Schavemoch’s epic highway 


OPERA 



structure which stood empty out¬ 
side, but will come into use later. ■ 
- Still, the costumes (Sue Wilming¬ 
ton), graffiti-covered backdrops 
and graphic signs of urban decay 
all make the producer's concept 
dean and with yellow schoolbuses 
on earthquake-ravaged freeways, 
and heartless white cops torment¬ 
ing a black community, this updat¬ 
ing moves Catfish Row to present- 
day Los Angeles. Stereotyping is 
avoided, and the work emerges as a 
powerful piece of soda! entidsm, 
just as relevant as when it was 
composed 60 years ago. 

One gain hum the temporary 
move indoors was that the amplifi¬ 
cation. could be switched off: An¬ 
drew Luton was able to give a 
carefully balanced account of 
Gershwin’s score, almost as idiom- 
atic.as he did at Covent Garden a 
few years ago. though there were 
times when the Vienna Symphony 
Orchestra needed to “let go” a little 
more. The very even cast was led by 
Arthur Woodley’s dignified Porgy 
.and Marquha LiStef’s glamorously 
sung Bess, her-character a bundle 
of contradictions. Jeff LaVar’s 
Crown .may have been cast more 
fen- his pectoral rather than vocal 
musdes, blit Eric Lee Johnson was 
a wily Sporting life and the chorus 
(Harlem Singers] strong. 

Musically, at least. The Demon 
was even better. Rubinstein's 1875 
score, a vital “missing link” in the 
history of Russian opera, was 
vindicated fay Vladimir Fedoseyev 
in a deeply resonant performance. 
Based on Lermontovs dramatic 
poem about tire supernatural se- 



Hans Schavemoch’s Porgy set an epic structure on the lake at Bregenz. will be used when the floods abate. Meanwhile. Gotz Friedrich's staging goes on indoors 


dqction of the mortal Tamara by a 
fallen angel, the work was foe first 
to bring complex emotions into 
Russian opera, and there was no 
hint of cardboard characterisation 
here. The bass-baritone Egils Silins 
was commanding as the isolated 
but not evil Demon, and the 


soprano Marina Mescheriakova a 
rich-voiced Tamara. With other 
roles filled by Slavonic singers, and 
choruses drawn from Moscow and 
Sofia, the sound was stirring. 

Aware that the work still needs 
careful handling, the Australian 
producer Neil Armfield, soon to 


stage Billy Budd for Welsh Nat¬ 
ional Opera but making his Euro¬ 
pean debut here, adopted a naive, 
open-eyed approach. Carl Friedrich 
Oberle*s simple designs, with a 
rolling backcloth that evoked 
Vrubel’s famous Lermontov-in¬ 
spired paintings, had beautiful 


simplicity, but at times there was 
too much costume-drama and not 
enough psycho-drama. 

In some ways the work looks 
forward to Russian symbolism and 
such operas as Prokofiev’s Fiery 
Angel, and balancing this and its 
rather more conventional aspects is 


a special challenge thai was not 
quite met. But with a Houston 
production of The Demon in pros¬ 
pect and Wexford’s not forgitften. 
Bregenz has confirmed that the 
opera deserves reassessment. 

John Allison 



“THEY'LL dap at anything, 
this audience," remarked _rtiy 1 \ 
neigh hour. 1 after S teven 
Lsserlis*s performance .of the 
Elgar Cello Concerto. “Bring 
back Paul Tortelier, 1 say.”~ 
Impertinent maybe, but he.'* 
was touching on two impor¬ 
tant points. The first is that 
5,700 people had chosen to 
hear the Concerto and. . 
Bruckner's Ninth Symphony 
played by a regional orches¬ 
tra. When else, where else . 
could this happen? These lis¬ 
teners wouldn’t dap ar “any¬ 
thing" but : -they . were, 
appredatiye tn the best sense 
rathe word- . 

The second point is that .if- 
anyone was looking for their 
“own” Elgar as heard on best 
loved recordings, lsserlis was 
going to disappoint them. This 
was not an Elgar for the 
display of high, passion, but 
seemed to weD up from the 
afterglow of exhaustion: The 
descent of the famous melody ' 
came dropping slow; all the 
regret, but little of foe sculpted 
tensions one is used .to. Some- "■ 
times, he seemed tbteach past ' 
enervation and into a .dream 
world, where a certain.detach- 
ment crept in (as in the 

Scherro) or a sense of timeless-. 

ness as in the final Moderate.. 
He was restrained in all 
climaxes until the Moderate’s - 
final cadence, to_ which point • 
of hushed intensity he moved 
with a liquid legato- 

The BBC National Orches¬ 
tra of Wales accompanied 



well. They began with Men¬ 
delssohn's overture Ruy Bias 
which can be safely consigned 
to foe justly neglected master- 
■ piece pile. It is foil of standard 
sequences, which kept the 
orchestra busy but failed to 
dazzle. Taking on Bruckner’s 
Ninth in the second half was a 
tall order this work is rate of 
the most exposing in the 
repertoire. Stuffed full of brass 
interjections, the challenge is 
to find coherence across an 
arena of distant sonorities. 
Opening horn and trumpet 
calls did not augur well, but 
foe performance warmed as it 
progressed. The Scherzo was 
'demotic and some powerful 
string playing made for a 
memorable Adagio.. . 

One wished for a stronger 
hand on the work from Otaka 
who. didn't push foe first 
movement on. After so magis¬ 
terial an opening the second 
theme should melt into its 
flowing quavers; here it was 
held in check! Towards the 
end of foe Adagio the horns 
came together in some glisten¬ 
ing chords whose stillness 
made fra a magical ending. 

Helen Wallace 


THEATRE: A fine revival of Duras’s dark 30-year-old dassic; plus Friel’s puzzling 30-year-old tale of doom 


DONATO COOPER 



A hell of a marriage 


Outwardly civilised: Julie Christie (Suzanna) and Aden Gillett (Michel), her lover, in 
a moody drama about female psychology, marital analysis and understated conflicts 


I I is February on the coast 
near Si Tropez. The wind 
blows, and so, from rime 
to time, does a wistful wood¬ 
wind. punctuated by a doleful 
double-bass. The sea glumly 
whooshes. Black crags are 
visible below a tall, gloomy 
door whose sides are brushed 
by thin, wizened trees. You 
aren't surprised to learn that 
the couple who own this Gallic 
Mandalay have split up. The 
wife tried to kill herself or 
someone tried to kill her. 
Either way. they were hardly a 
fun pair inhabiting a place for 
fun people. 

It is foe perfect setting for 
Marguerite Duras. The mo¬ 
ment Julie Christie glides on¬ 
stage at the Minerva, smiling 
forlornly above her chic black 
overcoat, you know this will be 
one of the dramatist's moodier 
exercises in female psychology 
and marital analysis. Instead 
of dramatic cut and thrust, you 
will get nudge and him. The 
emotions, like Johan Engels's 
set, will be dark and hidden. 
Hyper sensitivity will rule — 
and why not? 

I must confess that Duras’s 
work sets off something blunt, 
male and impatient in me: but 
there is no doubting its class, 
especially when as physically 


Cinematic cocktail 



IRVING BERLIN was right 
the melody does linger on. If 
Woody Allen can-pull in foe 
crowds with a promenade 
through the songs of yore in 
Everyone Says I Love You, 
then Steve Ross, prince of the 
Manhattan saloons, should be 
assured of an appreciative 
audience for sane yean. : 

You will not find Julia 
Roberts or Goldie Hawn 
draped across the piano in his 
Knightsbridge residency. Ross 
prefers to enlist memories of 
Fred Astaire. Eleanor FOwdl 
and others in his debonair 
celebration of songs from the 
cinema. Although he is not 
averse to laying on theomp 
and kitsch, his presentation 
and cocktail humour are a 5 
sharp as the parting m his 
stideed-dewn hair. _ _ 

His passion for Cole Porter 
drew him to the songwriter’s 
contribution to the 
1937 film Rosalie, crowned by 
a shimmering treatment of in 

the Still of the Night. . 

The British singer Robert 
Haberroan then made an 


w —-- 

Crosby and Bob Hope, 
ling foe wit of lines such 


. - ,.r 



as " Like Webster’s Dictionary, 
we're Morocco-bound".. 

Ross's abrupt transition to 
modem times in Everybody’s 
Talkin', from Midnight Cow¬ 
boy, was slightly jamng. 
Hearing him searching for 
depths in Barbra Streisand’s 
Evergreen only brought to 
mind the “moon-lune" parody 
that we heard earlier on the 
Gershwins’ Blah, Blah, Blah. 

Ross's voice is cot conven¬ 
tionally pretty. What it lacks in 
tonal depth it more than 
makes up for in buoyant 
phrasing, cushioned by effer¬ 
vescent [nano chords. Puttin’ 
on the Ritz and They AU 
Laughed were dispatched 
with brio, while on They Can't 
Take That AvXDf From Me foe 
slowing of the tempo and 
casual, bluesy ambience were 
proof that Ross’S range ex¬ 
tends well beyond that of a 
park Avenue dandy. 

Clive Davis 


NEW CLASSICAL CDS: American thrills; Wagner at speed; Puccini feast 


Hilary Finch 

■ TO THE SOUL 
Watt Whitman settings 
- Hampson/Rutenberg 
EMI 72435 55028 27 ★★★ 
£18.49 

WALT WHITMAN, great 
caroller of life and foe body 
electric, visionary and Bard of 
Democracy, once wrote an 
essay titled Art Singing and 
Heart Singing. His plea for a 
new music for a new-found 
land, and his own poetry, 
with its self-confessed indebt¬ 
edness to European opera, 
find the perfect champion in 
foe American baritone and 
adopted European, Thomas 
Hampspn. 

Harapson unearthed 400 
settings while preparing this 
disc, and he has chosen 22, - 
ranging from Stanford gran¬ 
diloquently hymning foe soul, 
to Bernstein setting ajj unpub¬ 
lished Whitman, fragment 
Three short interpolated poet¬ 
ry readings confirm Hamp- 
sotVS commitment to foe 
fearless word power which 


rolls out of Whitman’s verse, 
and is answered by Craig 
Rutenberg's robust piano ac¬ 
companiment. 

My own favourites, and 
those songs which live deep 
inside Whitman’s own nerve 
system, feel the pulsing of his 
blood, are foe African-Ameri¬ 
can Henry Thacker Bur¬ 
leigh’s Ethiopia saluting the 
dolors of 1915. Charles Ives's 
maverick Walt Whitman, 
and Michael Tils on Thomas’s 
thriUingiy eloquent and big¬ 
boned We ran boys together 
clinging, written specially for 
Hampson in 1993. 


CDs reviewed in The 
Times an be ordered 
from foe Times Music 
Shop on 0345 023498 


Barry Millington 

■ WAGNER 

Das liebesraahl der 

Apostel etc 

Choruses/Dresden 

Ptolharmoriie/Plasson . 

EMI CDCS 56358 2 ★★ 

£15.99 

OF ALL Wagner’s lesser- 
known works, The Love-Feast 
of the Apostles is perhaps the 
least likely to earn a regular 
place in the repertoire. Some 
20 minutes of forbiddingly 
unaccompanied male chorus 
lead to a five-minute perora¬ 
tion wifo full orchestra. But 
Hasson’s new recording, with 
first-rate singers from Vienna 


and Dresden, shows that foe 
a cappella writing does not 
have to be turgid, cutting an 
incredible seven minutes off 
Wyn Morris’s IMP version in 
the process. The orchestra’s 
atmospheric arrival is in fact 
worth waiting for ULohengrin 
was just around foe comer), 
and if Plasson doesn't quite 
whip up the excitement Mor¬ 
ris does here, his fleetness is 
ample compensation. 

His rendering of foe 
Trauermusik — an outdoor 
funeral march to accompany 
foe transfer of Weber's re¬ 
mains to Dresden — is also 
speedy, almost jaunty, to the 
detriment of foe work's char¬ 
acter. especially as the dark 
colours of massed wind/brass 
and muffled drums fail to 
register properly. 

Fine performances, though, 
of foe Siegfried Idyll, Faust 
Overture and two further a 
cappella choruses. 


OPERA 


John Higgins 


■ KIRI TE KANAWA 
Sole r amore, Puccini arias 
Lyons Opera Orch/Nagano; 
Vignoles 

Erato 063017071-2 ** £15.49 
ERATO have made an effort 
to inject some variety into 
Dame Kiri’s Puccini recital. 


Sprinkled among the familiar 
arias are a couple of intermez¬ 
zi. from Manor i Lescaui and 
Butterfly, and three songs. 
The latter include Sole e 
amore, a very early piece 
which was later recycled as 
foe quartet from the third act 
of Boheme. 

Te Kanawa sings it most 
winningly. but it serves less 
well as a record title. Sole is in 
distinctly short supply as 
Manon and Mimi. Tosca and 
Uu pour out their woes. Te 
Kanawa ill-advisediy begins 
with Tosca. not her best role, 
and then lets the other operas 
follow in chronological order. 
Mimi is no longer really her 
pan either, for all the confi¬ 
dentiality she puts into the 
poor girl’s short narration of a 
short life. She is happier with 
the soaring line of Manon’s 
two arias, with foe grace of 
Magda's Dream (La rondine) 
and with a pretty flower piece 
from Puccini's first opera, Le 
villi. Perhaps best of all is 
ButterflyN Un bel di. sung 
from the heart — and the 
chest. 

Kent Nagano’s accompani¬ 
ment is supportive, though on 
the soupy side. Roger 
Vignoles is the neat pianist for 
foe songs. 

* Worth hearing 
** Worth considering 
*** Worth buying 


Suzoma-AncHer 

Chichester 


elegant and emotionally fine 
an actress as Christie is in 
control. She is Suzanna 
Andler. wife of a wealthy, 
faithless Parisian. She is in Sr 
Tropez partly to find a place to 
rent in August — hence her 
presence in this musty, desert¬ 
ed mansion — and partly to 
carry on an affair with a 
journalist called Michel. 

Christie's Suzanna has 
scenes with Aden Gillett’s 
Michel, who is a lot more in 
love with her than she is with 
him. and. her amis defensive¬ 
ly if politely folded, with Julie 
Legrand’s poised yet uneasy 
Monique, who is one of her 
husband’s ex-mistresses. The 
tone is civilised, unemotional. 
The dialogue is sometimes 
more obfuscating than infor¬ 
mative, for lies are habitual in 
this world. But gradually' the 
portrait of a marriage emerges 
in shadowy’ silhouette; and 
pretty dreadful it looks. 

We never meet Jean Andler. 
but Duras evokes his restless¬ 
ness and charisma. He is a 
serial womaniser, and has 
long been urging Suzanna to 
lake a lover herself. And now 
she has done so what do they 
both feel? Hard to be sure, 
pardy because we learn that 


Jean has known Michel’s iden¬ 
tity long before the quierly 
climactic phone call in which 
Suzanna thinks she is relling 
him of the affair for the first 
time. But that old rag. nec te. 
nec sine te. sums up much. 
They have given up on their 
marriage, yet still need tn be 
married to each other 
It is that mixture of feeling 
— baffling to themselves, mad¬ 
dening to those trying to storm 
their fortress — which makes a 
30-year-old play worth the 
capable revival Lindy Davies 
has given it. Its understated 
conflicts still absorb, and still 
present a formidable chall¬ 
enge to the leading actress. 
Here is a woman marooned in 
a weird emotional hinterland, 
in which she simultaneously 
wants to kill her husband, kiil 
herself, protect her husband, 
protect herself, preserve her 
marriage and finish it; yet 
nothing can be up-front. 

Thus The weariness of soul 
that Christie suggests is as 
carefully controlled as it is 
deeply ingrained. Strained 
smiles conceal her true ennui, 
and when despair momentari¬ 
ly strikes, she actually has her 
back to us. Disappninring?To 
those who like their drama 
visceral, yes. But that is the 
way Duras wanted it. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


Pale post mortem 


ITIS 30years since Brian Friel 
wrote this puzding piece, and 
is hasn’t got any easier with 
time. Two actors on a bare 
stage re-enact foe last hours of 
a young teenage couple study¬ 
ing for their exams an a sunny 
hillside in Co Tyrone. A fe¬ 
male voice-over, the kind that 
walks you through recon¬ 
structed crimes as if foe partic¬ 
ipants were foe victims of 
some awful Jeffrey Archer 
plot, tells you what they had 
for breakfast, what the wea¬ 
ther forecast was. and foe 
mysterious fatal boar ride that 
cost them thefr lives. 

Between the joists of this 
narrative. Mag and Joe act 
like any disgruntled young 
couple who’ve been saddled 
with a pregnancy and shot¬ 
gun wedding. The sweltering 
heat of Studio 3 adds another 
— all too palpable — dimen¬ 
sion of discomfort to Joe’s 
disillusion and Mag’s propen¬ 
sity to bore. 

The play wings like a 
pendulum between Mag and 
Joe’s arguments on the hillside 
and chunks of creepy report¬ 
age. On the one hand, Friel 
weighs us down with docu¬ 
mentary: the impersonal facts 
after foe event, foe impact of 
the drownings on foe families. 
.On foe other, we have foe 


Lovers 

Riverside Studios , 

disarming chemistry of two 17- 
year-ulds whose hopes and 
fears arc alive, banal and 
familiar. 

Why did they die? Yvonne 
A. K. Johnson's production 
makes it clear Thai Mag and 
Joe are not simply victims 
waiting for a boat" accident. 
Yet there is frustration too 
because not enough happens 
to exploit the feeling that one 
of them mighi have triggered 
something horrible on foe 
boat. Surely that must be fo e 
manipulative point of this 
juggling act. 

1,-for one. didn’t feel manip¬ 
ulated enough. But J suspect 
the opportunity’ for a truly 
compelling double-bluff was 
never in the writing in the first 
place. Ruth Kavanagh and 
David Eastman are good at 
putting the local colour into 
their characters' cheeks, he 
grudgingly doing foe riqht 
thing by her; she. j ust j ? 

ai *12f y ^ un ? in § Painfully 
middle-aged. I’m no t SUre | 

would wish them o n anyone. 

Christopher 
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Peter Ackroyd on two books that assess the far-reaching influence of a writer who knew the importance of being talked about 



An Oscar worth winning 


Wilde and “Bosie”, Lord Alfred Douglas: a fatal romance 


I t began, like so many fatal 
romances, in Paris. Oscar 
Wilde, still relatively young and 
with only a volume of his poems 
as a passport, travelled to that city in 
order to pay homage to the French 
masters of style. He always pro¬ 
claimed his great debt to MaUarm* 
and the other Symbolists, for exam¬ 
ple, although he borrowed their 
mystery rather than their magnifi¬ 
cence. One of this charmed circle was 
Andrt Gide; he was a young man 
who, like most hedonists, possessed a 
strong sense of the spiritual. As a boy 
he slept on wooden boards with the 
New Testament for company: but the 
laurel wreath is sometimes more 
appealing than the crucifix, and Gide 
turned to verse. 

It was in this guise that he first 
encountered Wilde but the scenes of 
the earliest meetings, as recounted by 
Jonathan Fryer, contain more com¬ 
edy than poetry. Wilde “sidled up" to 
Gide and whispered to him. “Do you 
know why Christ did not love his 
mother? Because she was a virgin!" 
Immediately they arranged to have 
dinner, and were old friends by the 
time they sat down. At a slightly later 
date Wilde gazed at Gide’s mouth. “I 
don't like your lips." he murmured. 
“They are straight like those of 
someone who has never lied. I want 
to teach you haw to lie. so your lips 
become beautiful and twisted like 
those of an antique mask." It was 
enough to turn any young poet^ 


head, and Fryer suggests that Gide 
felt himself to have been “spiritually 
raped”; it is lucky he got off so lightly. 

Like any pilgrim, Fryer treads over 
familiar if sacred ground; Andri and 
Oscar recounts Wilde's history as 
well as the slightly less notorious 
career of Gide himKlf who, appar¬ 
ently, tried to convince himself of his 
own heterosexuality before being 
“taken" in the sand-dunes of North 
Africa by a local Arab. Thereafter he 
would "chance upon young goat¬ 
herds", with their charming little 
flutes, and “the lyricism of such 
scenes penetrated the marrow'of his 
bones". This last phrase is character¬ 
istic of Flyer'S somewhat overheated 
prose; it seems that anyone who 
writes about Wilde finds it necessary 
to enter a Turkish bath of style. 

Gide is perhaps the one who 
suffers most in Fryer’s account He 
emerges as a mildly irritating and 
somewhat peevish creature, tom in 
so many different directions that it is 
surprising he managed to remain in 
one piece. TTiat is why his friendship 
never survived Wilde's disgrace. He 
refused to speak in his defence after 
the trials and, having been elected as 
"Mayor of the small Normandy 
commune of La Roque", was embar¬ 
rassed to be seen with him in Paris. 
Anyone who puts a Normandy 
commune before a great artist can 
hardly be forgiven, but movements of 
time and fate are mysterious. 

Gide was eventually awarded the 


Nobel Prize and settled down as a 
grand old man of European litera¬ 
ture, even as Wilde himself was being 
dismissed as a pariah of no impor¬ 
tance. Like many who know that they 
are guilty of bad faith, GideaJtemate- 
ly patronised and misrepresented 
Wilde in subsequent essays. But of 
course it was the true genius who 
triumphed in the end. 

Fryer believes that Wilde in fact 
always “haunted" Gide, but. as Philip 
Hoare points out in Wilde's Last 

ANDRE AND OSCAR 
By Jonathan Fryer 

Constable, £20 
ISBN 0094757208 

WILDE’S LAST STAND 
By Philip Hoare 

Duckworth, £16.95 
ISBN 0715b 2737 6 


Stand, that was not necessarily a 
unique phenomenon. This book 
might almost be entitled Wilde's last 
trial because, at its centre, is the 
account of an extraordinary legal 
case at the end of the First World War 
when almost 50.000 English people 
were accused of being “ruled by the 
still extant culture of Oscar WQde". 

The names of Maud Allan and 
Nod Pemberton Billing are now 
quite forgotten, but their confronta¬ 
tion in the Old Bailey created what 
one newspaper called “extraordinary 


scenes and suggestions” which quite 
eclipsed public interest in the 
progress of the war. Maud Allen 
wished to dance Wilde’s Salome in a 
somewhat suggestive manner but 
Pemberton Billing^MP and owner of 
a newspaper ominously entitled The 
Vigilante . accused her of pandering 
to “the cult of the clitoris". He was 

excused his use of the last word on die 

grounds that it was known only to the 
medical profession. 

So a great libel case was brought. 
Legal proceedings of a salrious 
nature are the true popular entertain¬ 
ment of the British people and. much 
to everyone's delight, die details 
became more shocking by the hour. 
Pemberton Billing and his associates 
insisted that Maud Allen and Wilde's 
Salome were part of a larger conspir¬ 
acy. organised by Germans, to de¬ 
stroy the moral fabric of the nation. It 
was a secret movement of inteOectu- . 
als and aristocrats who were in turn 
the willing partners of prostitutes and 
homosexuals, actresses and politi¬ 
cians. The names of Asquith and 
Haldane were mentioned: if was t 
intimated that the judge of die case 
itself. Justice Darling, also appeared 
in a “black book" of eminently • 
corruptible officials. 

The name of Wilde was on every¬ 
one's lips largely because some of his 
old as seriates. and friends were 
involved in the course of the trial. 
Two of the blasted remnants of the 
Wilde circle, Alfred Douglas -and 


Robert Ross, haunted the court like 
those ghosts of dead beauty invoked 
by pope. Of course they turned upon 
each other and Douglas pursued 
Ross’S own possible appearance in 
the notorious “black book" with a 
venom worthy of His father. 

P hilip Hoare suggests that this 
revolt of the populist 
Pemberton Billing against 

the established ■ authorities 

did indeed mark the end of 19ft 
century culture; but with the quixotic 

mixture of actresses and politicians, 

editors and prostitutes, we might also 
be witnessing the end of 18th century 
society as well. It was the last stand of 
the libera! Whiggish tendency in 
English politics. 

[t is an interesting and intriguing 
tale, but of course it has no moraL If 
ended . in tears and the usual 
triumphalisr pieties, according to the 
status of the respective parties, and 
then was quite forgotten. But, one 
element has survived. Jonathan Fry¬ 
er registers the impression Wilde 
made upon his contemporaries, and 
Philip Hoare discusses the effect 
which he had upon posterity. He 
began as a sensation, came to 
maturity as a lesson in cultural 
history, and ended as one of the most 
important figures of the 19th cenrury. 
At least as he once remarked to a 
prison visitor, the English could no 
longer pretend that they had never 
heard of him. 


T he daily assembly at my 
boarding school in 
North India began each 
morning with a prayer and a 
song. Some of the most memo¬ 
rable lines from my teenage 
years come from Tagore’s 
selection of poems, Gitanjali- 
"Where the mind is without 
fear and the head is held high: 
Where knowledge is free: 
Where the world has not been 
broken up into narrow domes¬ 
tic walls... 

Where the clear stream of 
reason has not lost its way into 
(he dreary desert sand of dead 
habit; 

Where the mind is led forward 
by thee into ever-widening 
thought and action — 

Into that heaven of freedom, 
my Father, let my country 
awake." 

Tltese lines were translated 
from the Bengali original by 
Tagore in collaboration with 
Yeats and Thomas Sturge 
Moore in 1912-13. They were 
also, along with Robert Frost’s 
Stopping by Woods on a 
Snowy Evening, the favourite 
lines of India's most famous 
Prime Minister. Jawaharlal 
Nehru. Not surprisingly. 
Dutta and Robinson include 
them in their packed antholo¬ 
gy. along with a selection of 
letters, a newly translated one- 
act play, two short memoirs of 
his childhood and boyhood, 
various essays, black and 
white photographs of Tagore 
and his much admired avant- 
garde paintings, a tiny extract 
from his novel, fragments of 
poems, epigrams and three 
our of die 2^00 songs that 
Tagore wrote and composed. 
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It is an ambitious compilation 
for a 400 page book. Some¬ 
times the pieces are too short 
or too abridged to really 
convey the flavour of the work; 
the songs are rendered impo¬ 
tent without their haunting, 
tuneless tunes. Here, if ever, 
there is a good case for a CD to 
be pocketed in the back flap of 
this pricey anthology. 

The most rewarding and 
revelatory part of this book, 
for Western readers tfor 
whom, the editors confess, this 
book is mainly intended) is the 


section that contains five of 
Tagore's best short stories. 
The first one. The Conclusion, 
is a masterpiece. Reading it. 
even on a grey and rainy 
London morning, brought 
tears to my eyes. Not tears of 
sadness or joy. but the tears 
one might shed listening to 
Bach or while watching a 
poignant moment from a 
Satyajit Ray film: manmade 
creations of such sublime sim¬ 
plicity and beauty that only 
nature could match: * 

“In the course of life one sees a 
great many faces, but only a 
few become fixed in the mind, 
not for their external appeal 
but for some other quality — a 
transparency perhaps. Mast 
faces do not give away much of 
the personality; but the trans¬ 
parent face — the face in a 
thousand — dearly reveals the 
mystery behind it and immed¬ 
iately impresses itself on the 
mind. Mrinmayi's face was 
one of these. Her eyes held all 
the wilfol femininity of a 
nimble, unfettered fawn. It 
was a face that, once seen, was 
not easy to forget." 

Such sentiments are at the 
heart of everything, both good 
and had, I have ever read. 


heard or sung from the work 
of this great man and writer. 
Tagore’s work is primarily 
concerned with innocence and 
darity. He wants to be like the 
dying but happy boy in his 
drama The Postmaster, that 
begins this book. The child 
who is ordered to stay in .bed 
by the village quack pleads 
with his father to allow him 
access to the window that 
looks out on to the "faraway 
hills", and all humanity that 
passes by. "I want to see 
everything — everything there 
is to see.” Some lines later he 
says, "l don't know. 1 haven't 
read any books ..." A telling 
reversal of Mallarme’s world- 
weary opening to Brise mar¬ 
ine-. “La chair est triste, helas! 
etj'ai tu tous leslivres 

T agore's work, the univ¬ 
ersity he founded at 
Sanktiniketan. fabode 
of peace"}, his huge body of 
work, seek to “knock at the 
doors of the mind", not 
through books, explanations 
and exams, but through the 
“nourishment of the imagina¬ 
tion" and the day to day 
perception of the small but 
beautiful mysteries of life: 

“l loved to stand and look ... 
In the fartherest recesses of a 
sky foil of burning sunshine I 
would just be able to detect the 
thin shrill cry of s kite: and 
from the lane adjoining the 
Singhi's garden, past the 
houses dormant in noonday 
slumber, would float the sing¬ 
song of the bangle-seller — 
‘chai churi chai* — at such 
times my whole being would 
float away too." 




No heart without soul 


I t\ u sort of truism that 
successful novelists rarely 
make successful play¬ 
wrights (Joyce. Janies. Bellow, 
et al). and on the evidence of 
this S4 page novella by play¬ 
wright Simon Gray (Cell 
Mates. The Common Pursuit ) 
the opposite is also the case. 
Breaking Hearts is a self- 
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absorbed farce which holds 
the reader to ransom — as his 
alcoholic protagonist Profes¬ 
sor Helena Twiscombe is held 
to ransom by a perfidious 
student. After a clumsy 
changeover in narrator near 
the beginning, the text is all in 
the hands of this nameless 
female lago. 

Addressing herself to Twis¬ 
combe las “Twiskers") she 
boats of her con¬ 
quests, humili- RUSS€ 
ating easy f 

campus targets * 

— ihe politically 

correct faculty. BRE/ 

foreign studenrs HE 

— who are never By Sin 

more than can- p- a fa 

catures. isbno 

The book cul- 
minates in the 
seduction of 
Helena’s A us- 
tralian niece Sis- 
sy who. naked, jBg ra 
is tied up in K VI 
chains when she mg ^ 
should have 
been accompa- L 
nying Helena to h A 

the opera. This -7 
seduction is the 
novel's acme no . 

less, but it re- ■ \ ^ 

mains curiously 
inert. And de- 
spite the bond- 
age and the - Gray: 
sado-masoch-. 
ism that accompanies it, un¬ 
erotic. 

Gray leaves a few dues that 
Helena, delusional and haliu- 
dnatory, may herself be the 
author of this students "diary" 
(all drunks are unreliable nar¬ 
rators). But ir is a case of a few 
clues too many for loo late) as 
it is plainly obvious, as loth 
narratives are written with the 
same phrasing, in the same 
timbre, trading in the same 
ramie mode. This from the 
diary: "When people, all those 
people, and al! these people 
give me the eye. between-my- 
fegs (let's shorten this iff btl - 


Russell Celyn 
Jones 

BREAKING 
HEARTS 
By Simon Gray 

Faber. £5.99 
ISBN 0571172385 


/ V'\ 


Gray: flat farce 


not to be confused with bit, 
which is a sandwich, 
Twiskers) — btl is always 
aware. Because btl is right in 
the centre o’f my brain.'" 

And this from Helena: "But 
my students are on the whole 
too dim to notice even my 
coarsest physical characteris¬ 
tics —the wart underneath my 
nose, the thickness oF my neck, 
my slightly soiled blouse fit 
soils itself the 
Celyn moment I put it 

on. however 

__ clean my 

, TXJ _ hands), my 

JNG dumpling legs, 

3TS my shoes that 

a Gray only look sensi- 

ts .99 hie, while acru- 

17 2385 ally gripping 

. ..." my swelling and 

_ throbbing feet" 
rr ; The best com- 

M parison I can 
Come up with 
for Simon Gray 
is Tom Sharpe. 
Except Sharpe 

y makes the mis¬ 
take of presum¬ 
ing certain 
scenes are in¬ 
trinsically com¬ 
ic. like one in 
which an Amer¬ 
ican student is 
conned into be- 
t farce lieving that the 

dog who bit her 
is a known rabies carrier. 
Here, the prose is on the level 
of bar-room banter “ ‘Oh, shit. 
Oh, shit. Oh, shh!' Think of 
Minnie Mouse squeaking ‘Oh, 
shit!’ It was like than" 

The critic Roland Barthes 
has said: "A text's unity lies not 
in its origin but in its destina¬ 
tion” — with the reader. The 
novelist has not the same 
recourse as a playwright to 
actors and set designers lo 
help sell the message. Fiction 
is not a team sport. Gray has 
neglected to do much of the 
work of a novelist and the 
result is a truncated half-book. 
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Building the new on to the old: view of Berlin, 1963, from German Photography 1870-1970 (Yale, £40) 


READING Giles Mao- 
Donogh’s absorbing book 
about the new German capi¬ 
tal. you might wonder why 
anyone ever bothered with 
Berlin at all. Situated in an 
inaccessible corner of north¬ 
east Europe, with minimal 
cultural traditions, no cui¬ 
sine and centuries of dismal 
housing, Berlin seemed to 
become merely the plaything 
of those accursed 18th- and 
19th-century Fredericks and 
Williams of Prussia (who 
generally preferred Potsdam 
anyway). Their ambitious 
conceptions eventually went 
to ruin, first under tire Naas 
— helped by the work of 
Allied bombers — then under 
the communists. 

How to make a 500-page 
book out of that? Mac- 
Donogh manages admira¬ 
bly. He eschews the obvious 
chronological mode, and 
tackles this weirdly mutated 
city thematically: architec¬ 
ture, society, the arts, even 
food* and drink (a particular 
interest of MacDonogh's). 
The chapter on Berlin’s phys¬ 
ical disposition is the longest: 
no city in Christendom — 
with the exception of Jerusa¬ 
lem — has undergone such 
massive construction and de¬ 
struction, only to emerge 
against ail logic with its 
identity renewed. 


Tales from 
the city of 
change 


James Woodall 
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This is key to understand¬ 
ing Berlin: its ill-mannered 
fight for survival. While 
there are prehistoric traces of 
settlement, the' dty proper 
didn’t make its mark until 
the mid-13th century; it be¬ 
came the capital of Branden¬ 
burg in I486. Frederick the 
Great brought real dyna¬ 
mism to the place in the 18th 
century, which is why 20 
years after his death Napo¬ 
leon so enjoyed defeating the 
Prussians.— and plundering 
Berlin. Franco-German rela¬ 
tions plummeted for a centu¬ 
ry and a half. . 

MacDonogh offers a 


wealth of detail on the fever¬ 
ish building which enlarged 
and transformed the city in 
the 19th century. However, 
MacDonogh’S attention m 
architectural minutiae also' 
slows the book down, leaving 
less space for portraying the 
Berlin most of us want to 
read about, the city of the 
inter-war Weimar Republic. 

Indeed,.the supreme irony 
of any such study of Berlin is 
that one of its key buildings, 
the imperial Schloss. bearing 
vital traces of500years of the 
city’s evolution, can only 
have a ghostly presence: 
symbolising as it did so 
much about the triumphalist 
Prussian past, the commu¬ 
nists blew it up in 1950. 
MacDonogh's many descrip¬ 
tions at this architectural 
dinosaur read more like an 
enthusiast’s praise for a for¬ 
gotten Berlin than a valid act 
of reconstruction. 

hi 


Nonetheless. MacDonogh 
is finally true to his own 
dictum: “Berlin is a self- 
destructive place,” he says. 
“There has rarely been any 
sentiment about the past.” 
This was no truer than in 
1945, when most of what 
MacDonogh writes about 
had gone. Fifty years later, in 
a vast, leafy and variegated 
urban landscape, it is hard to 
imagine the gutted Hades 
left by two years of total war. 
MacDonogh's evocations of 
it are vivid and moving. 

His book is a broad history 
of a city remarkably resistant 
to continuity, although 
MacDonogh rauld have tak¬ 
en off his donnish hat and 
relaxed a bit more. 1 missed a 
fuller account of the one pan 
of Berlin — Prenzlauer Berg, 
a working-class district in the 
former East — which does ■ 
take us back through the 
Wall. Hitler and Weimar to a 
more human aone than the 
one found on Alexanderplatz 
or in the concrete open spaces 
of the West. 

Still, MacDonogh’s' his¬ 
torical expertise, notably 
over the appalling’ deeds of 
the Nazis in Berlin, results In 
the most honest appraisal 
this ever-changing city can 
hope for at yet' another 
decisive moment in its trou¬ 
bled history. 
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Felipe Fernand ez-Armesto fears 


H istories of the 20th cen¬ 
tury are like buses: you 
wait nearly a hundred 
years- for one and then' 
they all come along at once. To 
distinguish his, Martin Gilbert has 
devised two strategies. First, he has 
writtert at conspicuous length; his 
opening volume has 927 pages, 
while two others of equal corpu¬ 
lence are promised or threatened. 
Secondly, he has adopted a daring¬ 
ly antiquated method. Except for 
the additional chapters on the First 
World War, each chapter covers a 
single year from 1900 to 1933 

inclusive. Sir Martin has chosen to 
be the analyst of his subject. 

Annals suited ancient and primi¬ 
tive societies, where astrology com¬ 
manded assent and where human 
life was thought to . 

reflect the solar cy- 
de. This was a A HISTQF 

largely unjustified . TWEN 

assumption: 12 cal- CEbT 

endar months is a Volume I: 
period almost de- . . B y Marti 
void of historical r 

significance. In the jsmoa 

modern world, ■ . 
historians have - 

gradually abandoned annual regis¬ 
ters for less restrictive formats, 
which enable the reader to follow' 
an entire story. Or they prefer an 
analytical approach which exposes 
the relationships between events. 

In abandoning these advantages. 
Sir Martin has made impressive 
gains. Like Confucius in the great 
chronide of early Chinese history, 
the Ch'un Chid, he gives moral 
stature to an apparently unadorned 
catalogue of episodes by piling up 
horrors and atrocities. Although 
only the First World War is 


the perils of chronoloi 


A HISTORY OF THE 
TWENTIETH 
CENTORY 
Volume 1:1900-1933 
By Martin Gilbert 
HarperCoUins, £30 
ISBN 00D215867 1 • 


racy have struggled to survive. 

A fluent style carries the reader 
through abrupt changes of scene. 
There are amusing juxtapositions. 
The chapter on 1929, for instance, 
opens with the “outlawing" of war 
and ends with the yoyo, patented 
to the tune of Happy Days Are Here 
Again. In between come chillingly 
dead-pan paragraphs on die stock 
market crash. 

These are qualities good enough 
to atone for'many faults. The 
defects of Sir Martin’s method, 
however, outweigh its merits. The 
uniformity of pace is soporific. The 
chapters are repetitive. The rhythm 
becomes predictable: relentless po¬ 
litical histoires evenementielles, 
grindinely long and detailed, are 
followed by perfunctory listings of 

• _ such innovations 

vrvc-ruc as sliced bread, the 

rii-ru. World Series vie- 

‘if- 1 “ •• tory for the Boston 

TTRY Red Sox and the 

1900-1933 first performance 

i Gilbert The Wizard of 

Uins £30 The effect at 

2158671 • braes is of a cross 

— — - between Keesings 

~ Contemporary Ar¬ 

chives and The Guinness Book of 
Records. 

Coherence is achieved by sacrific- 
ing.coverage of the science and art 
which have transformed our rela¬ 
tionship with the world and our 
way of perceiving it. Under 1905 
there is no mention of the theory of 
relativity. Einstein' appears only 
once in the book, in a subordinate 
clause, as a peace lobbyist in 1917. 
Freud emerges from neglect only to 
approve of Austria's war policy. 
There is no reference to world- 
shaking innovations in physics 


recounted, without interruption., a during the period. . 
picture of the century does unfold. Cubism is omitted .from . the 
composed of high politics and . pop /.chapter on‘I907: indeed, most of the 
culture. A coherent if unremark- visual arts — which record and re- 
able. thesis imdeipins the work: the .. shape our world-view —are treated 
20th is “tire century of war” a.with indifference throughout Tire 
“terrible century?, qf frustrated— Fyturist Manifcto makes no .ap- 
hopes. when liberalism and donned • pea ranee in the chapter on 1909, 


THE HEADY New Yoric art world, 
of the late J980s — wit h its 
glamorous parties, postmodern 
double speak and spiralling prices : 
—is a subject ripe for satire. In tins, 
her third novel, Fernanda. 
Eberstadt rises to the occasion with 
typically dazzling verbal virtuosity 
and wit: with an insider's unflinch¬ 
ing eye; and with, most important¬ 
ly, a fierce resistance to cartoonish 
reductiveness. When The Sons of 
Heaven Meet the Daughters of the 
Earth is frequently hilarious, but it - 
is also a considered explanation of 
the interweaving of art. commerce 
and affection, an acute account of 
its characters’’ quests for transcen¬ 
dence in an often fatuous world. 

At the novel’s core is Isaac 
Hooker, the eccentric and ebullient 
pro tago nist of Eberstadrs- last, 
book, Isaac, and His Devils. A 
brilliant lumbering myope from 
rural New Hampshire, a Harvard 
dropout. and an abrasive icono- 
dast. Isaac has arrived in the big 
dty to seek his fortune. After 
sleeping rough and scraping by for 
months, he discovers the glory of 
art in’a class for the homeless: 
“Now. drawing pictures was au 
Isaac wanted to do r The energy he a 
once unleashed upon politics, hist¬ 
ory. science and poetry' — even 
friendship 7 - was now funnelled 
sditanlv Into this one silent thing- 


T here is a fashion for 
nave!*' about the First 
World War. The names 
of Pat Barker and Sebastian 

Faulks come to mind. I confess 

m to feeEng uneasy' with such 
7 work, preferring to re-read tne 
poems arid memoirs of those 
who actually took part. 

Robert Edric’s In Desolate 
Heaven skirts such objections. 
. by taking place after the 
armistice, in neutral Switzer¬ 
land. and by aiming at the 
horror of the war from , a 
civilian wtint of view 
The novel is set around a 
lakeside hoteL where Eura- 
beth Mortlake has brought 

her , anorexic sister- m-law 
Mary- in search of respite from 

.. Iheir grief for her slaughtered 

: airman brother. Mary’s hus- 

band. Thry Sad no peace. At 

tte novel's gening, in one ot 
.• its most haunting “"Sft 
Whetr' retreat' is invaded by a 
■ ~procession of walking wound- 
— fcd. wftp crane down each azy 
■: T to tfje' shore from a nearhy 
* hospiaL 

r -’TSs hospital is fall of casu- 

; ahfes — "Wind, legless. ani> 

fat, iaoeiass. crazy "■ Through 


Claire Messud 
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Pictures seemed safer than words." 
He paints ludicrously unfashion¬ 
able pictures,' New Hampshire 
scenes with religious thanes; and 
ekes a living as an assistant to a 
fashionable SoHo framer.. 

.. Fate, with a little help from 
Isaac’S flashy roommate Casey 
Hanrahan, leads • him to the 
GebJers. Alfred and Dolly, artistic 
philanthropists whose life’s work is 
the Aurora Foundation: “The 
premise of Aurora was simple: to 
choose a few men and women of 
genius and bank them for life." 
They are an unlikely pain Alfred, 
Jewish and from Brooklyn, is 
something of a roufc Dolly is prim 
and fastidious. Only in their com¬ 
mitment to art — and in. their 
children — are they conjoined. 

The Getter's fortune is Dole’s 
("The aspirin queen, her husband 
called her") and their taste is 
minimalist, avant-garde. Eberstadt 
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nor the Surrealist Manifesto in that 
on 1924. despite the power of these 
documents to influence political 
and social imaginations. 

No literary' movement is dealt 
with. Religion is virtually ignored. 
Except for Wittgenstein, who fea¬ 
tures as a combatant in the First 
World War. no philosophers 
appear. Yet that dim-witted diplo¬ 
mat. Sir Horace Rumbold, of 
whom Gilbert has written a biogra¬ 
phy. is repeatedly invoked as a 
witness of his times. It is impossible 
to understand or adequately to 
portray political and military 
events without the glutinous cultur¬ 
al context which sticks to them. Yet 
Gilbert says disproportionately lit¬ 
tle about changing values and 
habits, the growth of cities, the 
increase of populations, the demo¬ 
graphic balance, the economic 
background of politics, agronomy, 
ecology or the effects of the revolu¬ 
tion in communications. ■ * • 

Even the political coverage is too 
limited for its length. The impres¬ 
sion of a “century of war" is the 
result of Gilbert's concentration on 
that theme. Equal selectivity in 


another cause would create an 
equally partial effect. He fails to 
mention Mexico in the chapter on 
1911. where British unrest gets mice 
as much space as Chinese Revolu¬ 
tion. Readers learn little ahour 
countries of immense size and 
importance — nothing of Brazil, 
nothing of Argentina, except thar 
an abortive communist uprising 
took place there in 1917. 


N arcissism is one of mod¬ 
em western historiogra¬ 
phy's worst vices. 
Gilbert has given us 
another westerner's history, in 
which the resr features chiefly when 
it impinges on Europe and the 
United Stales. We do not gel the 
“fair balance of regions" we are 
promised Too much of the book is 
compiled from sources it resem¬ 
bles. like Cassell's Hision of Eng¬ 
land and newspapers of record. 
Gilbert selects what was “in The 
news". In consequence, the story is 
shorn of discoveries which might 
make it rare and paradoxes which 
might enliven it. For the “century of 
war" has also been the century of 


pacificism. The frustrated hopes 
have coincided with unprecedented 
progress. Uncontainable change 
has left vast areas of the world 
mired in stagnancy. The century of 
ecology has been peculiarly de¬ 
structive of nature. The century of 
youth has left us with a vast cohort 
of ihe elderly to care for. The 
century of democracy has been the 
century of dictators. The century' of 
science -and secularism has been 
that of revived fairh. Our utopias 
have nourished moral malaise, 
suicide and crime. 

Sir Martin could have developed 
these contrasts in pursuit of his 
declared aim “to explore” failed 
expectations of "inevitable progress 
towards perfection". As it is, they 
are driven between the lines of the 
political and military' narrative by a 
method wasteful of space. The 
author’s loyalty to the annalists’ 
tradition is admirable but in this 
book he has taken it too far. With 
nearly 2.000 pages apparently still 
to come, we can hope that Gilbert 
will revise his plan and make the 
remaining volumes shorter, or 
more interesting, or both. 


Ffion Jenkins on the call of the valleys 

Just as Welsh 


W hat are the defining char¬ 
acteristics of a nation? 
How does geographic dis¬ 
tance and the use of a language 
effect one’s sense of national idenri- 
ty?To be Welsh, does one have to be 
hospitable, musical, eloquent and 
enthusiastic? Perhaps it takes a 
foreigner to ask the question in the 
first place, as Pam Retro does in 
Travels in an Old Tongue. She is 
aptly named, for “pam" means 
“why” in Welsh and “why" is a 
question thar dominates this ac¬ 
count of a world tour searching for. 
and conversing haltingly with. 
Welsh speakers in far flung desti¬ 
nations. Why do the Welsh persist 
in speaking the language? Why 
would an American want to leam 

it? Above all. why _ 

would anyone tbavp 
want to travel the rwrv-r 

world in search of OLDT 1 

Welsh speakers? Touring 

Petra an Ameri- Speakj; 

can traveller writ- By Pant 

er of German- H ' arperC 

Hungarian iSBNOC 

descent, rakes in- — — 

spirarion from a " 

Welsh language course in 
Lampeter and begins her journey 
there, ending it in Welsh-speaking 
Patagonia. In between. J4 countries 
are traversed, several Welsh societ¬ 
ies are uncovered, and the “Welsh” 
qualities of hospitality' and wel¬ 
come are constantly put to the test. 
In each country'. Ms Petro seeks our 
Welsh expats or a local expert on 
Welsh culture and explores with 
them the nature of Welshness, 
where possible through the medi¬ 
um of Welsh. The result is a varied, 
occasionally contradictory collec¬ 
tion of views of Wales and the 
Welsh from all over the world 
bound together by Ms Petro’s own 
observations and shot through with 
the juxtaposition of Welsh and 
other cultures. 

This may seem like a journey in 
search of a’justification, but to think 
so is not very Welsh. On the other 
hand, the spirit in which Petro 
undertakes the journey is very 
W'elsh. for one of the many indis¬ 
putable troths reflected in the book 
is that when Welsh people meet, 
they invariably seek to establish a 


as you feel 


creates memorable comic scenes of 
foe Geblers in their glamorous 
.world of guarded and tasteful 
opinion; and among them she casts 
Isaac, “an oversued Fragonard, all 
pink and gold” whose impatience 
with decorum is matched by foe 
force of his own ideas. 

What ensues is inevitable and 
poignant, initially Alfred’s “discov¬ 
ery” Isaac is whisked, by DolJy. 
into the maelstrom of the down¬ 
town art scene. The relationship 
between this bristly grande dame 
and her peculiar young protege is 
impeccably drawn, and their com¬ 
panions look on, bemused, as borh 
are irrevocably altered by it 

The novel’s other central charac¬ 
ter is the city of New York, which 
vibrates in all its seasons through 
Eberstadt* pyrotechnic prose, just 
as the textures of rural New 
England emerged so vividly in 
Isaac and His Devils. When the 
Sons of Heaven Meet the Daugh¬ 
ters of the Earth is a more tightly 
plotted, less intellectually sprawl¬ 
ing novel than its predecessor, but 
the two books should be read 
together, not only do they reveal 
Isaac to be one of the most 
intriguing protagonists of recent 
times, they also show the breadth 
of Eberstadfs literary range, her 
formidable capacity to bring life, in 
all its facets, most fully to the page. 



Fernanda Eberstadt; vivid colour and texture in her prose 


TRAVELS IN AN 
OLD TONGUE 
Touring the World 
Speaking Welsh 
By Pamela Petro 
HarperCoUins. 118 
ISBN 000 2350501 


connection tli rough family ties or 
acquaintance. And tlrere usually is 
une. Pamela Petro applies a global 
dimension to the task, searching for 
a way through the language barrier 
to connect with Welsh speakers 
who, like herself, are in self- 
imposed exile. Nor an easy task, 
given her very' imperfect under¬ 
standing of the language. 

One expat in Oslo calls his Welsh 
society “the ones who left" and 
Trawls in an Old Tongue is an 
account of Wales and the Welsh 
language through the eyes of those 
who have left. Their observations 
do not always ring true, but 
nonetheless paint a fascinating 
portrait of a country, its language 
and people, viewed from the out- 
_ side. Ms Petro’s 

SIN AN Journey across 

k ir comments is rm- 

NGUE bued with an 

te World awareness of the 

'Welsh bizarre nature of 

ia Petro hw quest, and her 

Uins. £18 successes and fail- 

255 d 5 o 1 ures are recounted 

' .—- with self-deprecat- 

" ing humour and 

honesty. Occasionally self-indul¬ 
gent. ihe account is nevertheless 
compelling reading as cultures and 
prejudices clash all uver the world. 

Not unsurprisingly. Ms Petro 
raises more issues than she an¬ 
swers. She explores rhe link be¬ 
tween language and identity 
without offering a firm conclusion, 
at rimes suggesting that Welshness 
and the Welsh language are inexiri- 
cably linked, at others implying 
simply that you a re as Welsh as you 
feel. She also raises historical 
controversies about the English 
domination of Wales with a con¬ 
vert's zeaJ, aware of the fact that to 
become a dysgwr (leamerj of Welsh 
is to take a political stance, though 
she confesses that she does not 
know quite what that means for an 
American. 

Definitions of Welshness and of 
nationhood have been attempted 
many times before, but this particu¬ 
lar attempt is suffused with a love 
of the Welsh language thar is 
infectious and. regrettably, proba¬ 
bly incomprehensible to most of its 
readers. 


Courage 
and mastery 


Robert Nye 

IN DESOLATE 
HEAVEN 
By Robert Edric 

' Duckworth. Ebi.99 ■ 

ISBN 0 71562183X 


the enigmatic Captain Jame¬ 
son an English officer who 
Ses md at the horel. 

Elizabeth gets tofaiowflirai- 

especially Capram Hunter. 
ShSiran Jameson has a 
particular affinity. Hunter 
awaiting court Ttaxtai ._Hw 
offence was to profost when 
his superiors plotted to sacri¬ 
fice his men ’f 
^ich they had uuned under 

^Afl thevwir action is report- 

^mSrabedvbyrtltesurt'iv- 



Edric the poetry of war 

ing soldiers. Thusthe novelist 
is never fdtlo be pretending to 
be present a scenes of un¬ 
imaginable carnage; There is 
a salutary sense of men not 
wanting to tell of foe tilings 


that they know that they can 
do. Elizabeth's effort to under¬ 
stand this matches foe reader 
and becomes it. 

At the book’s heart there is a 
deep darkness in which sex 
and death are intermingled. It 
is not just the darkness of the 
mines where hunter’s men 
were killed. It transpires that 
Jameson has become a dealer 
in pornography. An abyss of 
erotic excitement lies beneath 
all that Elizabeth feels. Ar an 
understated climax she is 
aroused against her will by 
having her photograph taken. 
It is an innocem formal por¬ 
trait but in obeying every 
instruction of the photogra¬ 
pher as to how she should 
pose, she abandons herself to 
him, knowing the man takes 
pictures for Jameson. 

■ In Desolate Heaven is like 
. one of those dreams where you 
can come awake, then fall 
asleep and continue where you 
left off: it has that kind of 
coherence and necessity. 
Apart from its poetic power, ir 
demonstrates the truth of Pla¬ 
to's perception that only the 
dead ever see the end of a war. 


A world built from fragments 


“IN THE MIDWEST, you 
trust, perhaps because the 
earth is flatter there. You can 
see so far in every direction, 
you begin to think that noth¬ 
ing is being hidden from you." 
So says the narrator of Molly 
McCkskey’s story Death of a 
Salesman's Wife. But in this 
world it is unwise to trust, as 
something is usually being 
hidden. 

A taut melancholy wires its 
way through the stories of 
Solomon's Seal, as McClos- 
key’s characters strive for 
small, individual moments of 
pleasure or peace. They’ are 
splintered, wary people who 
observe rhe perfect marriages 
and “tight-fitting fives" of oth¬ 
ers with certain competitive¬ 
ness. McCloskey writes with a 
haunting certainty a hour mad¬ 
ness, notably in the brief, 
harrowing story Losing Claire 
about a friend : s gradual sur¬ 
render "When 1 come closer 
I can hear her mind 
'Chartering as though her skull 


Sylvia Brownrigg 
SOLOMON’S SEAL 

By Molly McCloskey 
Phoenix House. £H.&> 
ISBN I8PS90229 

THE SECOND 
PENGUIN BOOK 
OF WOMEN'S 
SHORT STORIES 
Edited by Susan Hill 
Michael Joseph. £ 

ISBN I Sbly90229 


has become a cold place to be.” 
Though a few pieces stand out 
— Solomon’s Seal . a subdued 
tale of a kind of incest, and 
Lore’s account of a couple 
surviving the accidental death 
of their' infanr boy — the 
stories build their memorable 
world cumulatively, piece by 
brittle, affecting piece. 

In the Second Penguin Book 
of Women’s Short Stories each 
story must build and contain 


its own effect. The stories here 
stunningly live up to that 
brief. They cross an impres¬ 
sive span of geographies and 
histories: and. intriguingly. 
often feature male protago¬ 
nists — whether in Naomi 
Mitchison’s dreamy account 
of boy hostages kept by 
Roman soldiers or Andrea 
Barrett’s sparkling, masterful 
story 1 of Carl Linnaeus' dying 
days. Throughout, these writ¬ 
ers succeed in flushing full 
lives from the pages, as 
E. Annie ProuLx's dogged old 
hunter flushes grouse from 
the damp woods in An Un¬ 
clouded Day. There is the 
wonderful delicacy of Anita 
Desai’s rotor in Private Tu¬ 
ition by Mr. Bose, intoning 
Sanskrit verses on the balcony 
to a sulky teenager while his 
wife makes purees indoors. 

Happily. Hill has also cho¬ 
sen to include lesser-known 
writers in this volume, which 
allows for some pleasant dis¬ 
coveries, including Julia Dar¬ 


ling's tan humour in The 
Street and the just-contained 
madness of Catherine 
Merriman’s The Experiment. 
Hill has previously put togeth¬ 
er two excellent anthologies 
for Penguin, each proriding 
the reader a sample from 
many of the finest practitio¬ 
ners of the medium. It is a fine, 
unsung art. the art of 
amhologising. and Susan Hill 
once again proves she is a 
master of it. 

Sylvia Brvwnrigg's short story 
collection. Ten Women Who 
Shook The World. « published by 
Gollancz. priced £ I2.W. 
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Annie Turner says most people would still rather chat than face fax. But double-glazing salesman have discovered a windo w of opportunity 

' On a screen 


The future? It’s 
all in our hands 

M obile phones are wireless modem by inserting a specified in GSM|. and yo 
part of everyday data card, then linking it to the are paying four to five time 
life for many subscriber’s portable comput- the price for the call. It isn 
Britons. More er. To send or receive short oractiral for brawsins. And & 


M obile phones are 
part of everyday 
life for many 
Britons. More 
than seven million subscribe 
to cellular services, even 
though the first services were 
bundled here only in 1985. 

CIT Research predicts the 
number of UK subscribers 
will, hit almost 16 million by 
2006. But most network traffic 
still comprises phone conver¬ 
sations. rather than data and 
fax transmissions. 

This is despite the fact that 
the technology on which all 
four UK digital networks is 

based. Global Sys- _ 

tem for Mobile 
(GSM and its deriva- ‘SOf 
live. Personal Com¬ 
munication Net- 
work. PCN) was r / '" 
designed originally vr p f 
as a European stan- 
dard with data trans- 
mission capacity as 
an integral part. The networks 
are run by Orange. Mercury 
0ne20ne. Vodafone and 
Cell net. The business com¬ 
munity was expected to pio¬ 
neer the alternative use of 
mobile phones, followed by 
consumers, as the availability 
of services grew and their 
prices fell. 

Alternative functions in¬ 
clude using mobile phones to 
download e-mail while Travel¬ 
ling. or to find the closest 
French restaurant by brows¬ 
ing a World Wide Web-based 
information service. The idea 
would be to use the phone as a 


wireless modem by inserting a 
data card, then linking it to the 
subscriber's portable comput¬ 
er. To send or receive short, 
text-only messages, the phone 
can be used on its own, its 
screen acting like a pager. 

Richard Jarvis — managing 
director of Vodata, the 
Vodafone division responsible 
for providing all services be¬ 
yond basic voice telephony on 
the operator's network — says; 
"It's not that mobile data 
doesn't work, it's just that 
there is a lack of applications. 
Notions that 50 per cent of 
traffic would be non-voice by 


‘Some 60 per cent of business 
people who talk about the 
Net actually just want e-mail* 


2000 is an absolute joke. I*d be 
amazed if non-voice traffic 
accounted for as many as 2 per 
cent of calls at the moment, 
although it might reach 5 per 
cent by the end of the century." 

He adds: “There has been 
too much hype. Add Internet 
to the mobile dara marketing 
mix and it sounds Like a 
winner, but irs a mismatch. 
Modem modems on a fixed 
telephone line can run at 
speeds between 20kbit and 
30kbit per second, whereas 
using a mobile phone to make 
a connection, you get a third of 
that speed at best |9.bkbit is 


FreeHand. Cellular Headset 

“Sounds so clear 

people will think you’re 

calling from the office.” 

For more information call 

0800 41OO14 

PLANTRONICS F R F P 


specified in GSM], and you 
are paying four to five times 
the price for the call. It isn't 
practical for browsing. And 60 
per cent of business people 
who talk about the Internet 
actually just wanr e-mail.” 

There are signs of progress, 
however. Mr Jarvis says that 
the short-message facifity. in¬ 
tegral to GSM phones, is 
“bigger than data and grow¬ 
ing far faster, although this is 
hard to quantify. The great 
thing about messages is that 
you can pick them up when it 
suits you without having the 
phone ring at an inconvenient 

_ moment". He finds 

share prices a panic- 
16SS uiarly popular short- 
message service, 
kp Ken Blakeslee. 

1 chairman of the 

■i» UK's Mobile Data 
Association, has glo- 
__ bal responsibility for 
developing mobile 
applications with manufac¬ 
turer Nortel. He Thinks the use 
of short messages will take off 
once handset design improves: 
"At the moment, typing a 
message using the shift key 
and a phone key pad is a 
nightmare." 

Several larger-screen 
phones are due out soon, and 
next year Nortel will launch a 
handset whose whole side is a 
touch-sensitive screen. Users 
can choose which keypad lay¬ 
out they want from a simple 
menu, so that if they want. say. 
a calculator, a number pad 
will appear on screen. To send 



A double-glazing salesman shows customers on screen how their house could look 


TODAY’S notebook comput¬ 
ers can do almost everything 
a desktop machine can, in a 
formal smaller and lighter 
than a phone book. 

Don't look on them as 
portable computers, how¬ 
ever. Short battery life makes 
access to a power supply 
essential, and colour screens 
are washed out in bright sun, 
so working out on the paiio is 
not an option. But executives 
and engineers who travel to 
offices, factories or construe- 


a message, a standard key¬ 
board will come up, and so on. 

Geoff Ellis, project manag¬ 
er. telecommunications, at 
Price Waterhouse, supports 
7,000 mobile workers who 
access central databases, send 
e-mail and so on from where¬ 
ver they are working, be it the 
UK. the Continent or any¬ 
where else with a GSM net¬ 
work. “Transmission speed 
might only be 9.6kbit per 
second, but at least it is 
virtually guaranteed and 


tion sites find the ability to 
take their own computer — 
set up the way they like it and 
carrying the software they 
need — is invaluable. 

The downside is that a 
sales team assembling at the 
airport looks like a Victorian 
expedition to Africa, laden 
with bags of every conceiv¬ 
able shape and size. Those 
who need portable computer 


quicker than struggling for an 
hour to get a connection." 

He adds that using a mobile 
phone “is cheaper than using a 
hotel phone line and a modem 
in at least ten European coun¬ 
tries". On the downside.-he 
thinks that, for now, mobile 
data will remain the province 
of large companies with big IT 
resources because research 
about which equipment really 
works with which software 
and so on is more complex 
than it should be. 


NOTEBOOK 

power to gather information 
rather than disseminate it, 
travel much lighter. 

Some estate agents, for 
example, tote notebook com¬ 
puters to houses they are 
surveying. A laser-based 
“digital tape measure" 
records the room dimen¬ 
sions. and the pictures are 
taken with a digital camera. 
Type in the blurb Tstone’s 


Nortel's Mr Blakeslee 
agrees: “Lots of the fundamen¬ 
tals are in place, but things are 
just not flowing yet. They, will 
soon, because business will 
demand it. Businesses- are 
moving more and more to¬ 
wards reliance on intranets, 
and employees will need ac¬ 
cess to core information pro¬ 
vided via intranets wherever, 
they are. This is being com¬ 
pounded by more people being 
out of the offioe for longer 
periods of time." 


near you 


R oad warriors is the hi- 
tech term coined for 
those who have discov¬ 
ered that the longer they stay 
out of the office, the more work 
they can get 1 done. Far from 
gossiping colleagues and safe 
from the clutches of the com¬ 
pany coffee machine, fills no¬ 
madic dan is reaping the 
benefits of mobile technology. 

Among those benefiting 
from the latest innovations in 
hand-held technology are dou¬ 
ble-glazing salesmen. Handi¬ 
capped for years by their 
reputation for spending hours 
with customers before produc¬ 
ing a final quote, salesmen 
have seen their way of work¬ 
ing improve dramatically. 

Newly kitted out with a 
laptop and. a printer, this 
updated breed can show you 
on screen exactly what your 
house would look like with 
different window designs. 

A pilot scheme at Caradon 
Everest has proved so success¬ 
ful that Ijy the end of this year, 
100 members of the sales force 
will be sent out armed with a 
laptop and printer. Using 
Shiva’s LanRover remote ac¬ 
cess servers and software de¬ 
veloped by. Miller Manage¬ 
ment, -the software and 
information technology con¬ 
sultancy. all the information 
■from the salesman's laptop 
. goes straight back to Everest 
head office, and the salesman 
can pick tip new inquiries at 
the same time. 

According to Bob South¬ 
ward, IT manager at Everest: 
“There was a great deal of 
cynicism among the salesmen 
that the guys in IT could 




throw from station, extensive 
but manageable gardens") 
and the whole brochure 
could, in theory, be complete 
and approved by the clients 
in one visit Maintenance 
engineers are increasingly 
(along notebook computers 
with built-m CD-rom players 
on site visits, with data that 
would otherwise occupy a 
multi-volume manual, and 


have the benefit of computer- 
assisted diagnosis.. 

Rollers, the news network, 
issues notebookcompulers to 
sales staff, managers.' jour¬ 
nalists and corporate Strain¬ 
ers. Journalists use Ascentia 
notebooks from AST Com¬ 
puter to write stories and file 
them. using. GSM digital 
mobile phones. 

Many observers believe it 


contribute to sales, but it has 
worked. There has been a 
significant reduction m the 
number of cancellations, and 
the increase in sales has been 
substantial. It gives the sales¬ 
men much more credibility 
with the customers." 

Via their laptops, Everest 
salesmen, who spend an aver¬ 
age of two hours with each 
customer, have access to a vast 
picture library- Whether the 
customers live in a Georgian 
or a-Victorian house and want 
leaded or non-leaded win¬ 
dows, they will be able to see at 
a glance exactly what they are 
buying. Used as a pricing tool, 
the computers enable sales¬ 
men to dose a deal on site. 

T he ordering process has 
also been speeded up so 
that customers receive a 
printout of the contract at the 
end of a consultation. For 
posterity^ sake, the old TV 
advertisements featuring Ted 
Moult have been captured on 
the mobile multi-media equip¬ 
ment 

Colin Feto. divisional sales 
manager at Everest, was one 
of the first to use the hi-tech 
equipment in the field. “It 
gives the salesman an expand¬ 
ed brain,'* he says. “Pricing 
windows is not as simple as 
people think. There are so 
many I different designs and 
options that it's hard for 
salesmen to remember them. 

“The beauty of the technol¬ 
ogy is that file customer re¬ 
gards it as a reliable source of 
information." 

Morag Preston 


is only a matter of time 
before notebook co m puters 
take over from desktop mod¬ 
els entirely. When screen 
technology gives notebooks 
the sanfe sort of brightness 
and contrast as cathode-ray 
tube monitors, many an exec¬ 
utive w3i prefer a computer 
that can be folded up and put 
out of; the way. Then the 
domination of the notebook 
computer will be complete. 

Chris Partridge 
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speed is of the essence 


M obile data com¬ 
munications are 
rapidly replac¬ 
ing hand-port- 
aurc raoio lor communicating 
wravwprkcrs in the field. New 
techno! °gy is reducing re-' 
sponse times for organisations 
ranging from emergency doo 
tors and medical-equipment 
maintenance staff, to ticket 
inspectors on buses and recov¬ 
ery garages working for the 
- Automobile Association. 

Independent garages han- 
dle 2 00 tq 300. jobs 'each day 
from organisations such as the 
AA.. Until recently, communi- 
■ cation took place by telephone, 
fax or private mobile radio 
(PM R). Colin Bailey, manag¬ 
ing director of independent 
garage South Bank Recovery, 
says: “When we contacted 
drivers over the PMR system. 

' they had to puU over and take 
down the job details by hand. 
In central London this could 
take as much as ten minutes." 

. Now the AA is using the 
Turbo Dispatch system from 
Motor Trade Software (MTS), 
operating over the RAM pub¬ 
lic wireless data network, to 
simplify and speed up the 
process. 

When the AA receives a job. 
the details are entered onto its 
command and control system ■ 
and the job is allocated to a 
garage via the RAM network. 
When the garage receives the 
job. an audible tone sounds on 
the PC and information such 
as job number. AA member’s 
name, registration number, 
vehicle and fault type appear 
onscreen. 

The garage accepts the job 
by RAM and the AA control¬ 
ler's screen changes colour to 
reflect the chan gal job status. 
The garage then transmits the. 
job information over RAM to a 
mobile data terminal in the 
recoveiy vehicle. As.the driver ' 
accepts the job. the. colour of 
the job status alters on the 
garage’s PC. Information 
about the job status is trans¬ 
mitted. bade to the garage as * 
necessary arid, wneii : a Is ' ’ 
complete, the driver sends 
fault information, mileage arid ’ 
job result bade to the garage 
for Invoicing to the AA. 

Some garages estimate that., 
at peak times job capacity can . - ■ 
be increased by as much as 30 .. 
per cent Mr Bailey says: 
"Dispatch tiros is down to two 
or three seconds; st saving of 
four hours a day- for each. > 
dispatcher. Jet alone the time 
savings for.each driver." 

’Bill Diegutii the AA’s man¬ 
ager for agency services, says: 
“The system eliminates any 


Sue Spenceley Burch reports on how the new 
_ technology is helping the emergency services 



Stephen Price, general manager of Thamesdoc, with a Cognito quick response car 


inaccurades and misunder- 
standings .that can occur with 
voice comrauni cations." 


tors in Britain providing pack¬ 
et-switched networks — the 
others are Cognito and 


RAM is «me of three mobile PakneL The networks differ 
data communications opera- from circuit-switched net- 


THE first podeet computer 
was. arguably, the HP-35, 
.from Hewlett-Packard, 
launched 25 years ago. Al¬ 
though really a. glorified 
calculator. it could rim sim¬ 
ple programs. 

The design aim was sim- 
■ pie—to enable engineers to 
usecomputer power exactly 
where and as needed. The 
idea came. from HP co¬ 
founder William Hewlett 
himself, who said: “You 
. ought to be able to put it m 
your pocket and attend a - 
meeting without having to 
haul Out something that isn’t 
yhiivenient" 


Since then, designers 
have been developing more 
powerful computers in 
smaller packages, though 
the final aim, a fully func¬ 
tional persona] computer 
that will fit in your pocket is 
still a long way off. 

There is a huge variety to 
choose from. Market leader 
Psion has gone, for the 
miniature computer variety 
in its latest model, the Series 
5, . launched last month. 
Psion’s main rival is Win- 


works such as GSM. which 
need a dedicated channel for 
communication. While that 
channel is being used, no other 
user can access it 


daws from Microsoft Files 
are readily transferable 
from a Windows CE 
palmtop to the desktop. 
Hewlett-Packard, Philips. 
Casio and others now sell 
Windows CE palmtops, but 
lade some of the Psion's 
capabilities. 

Palmtops in the form of 
tablets with touch-sensitive 
screens are probahiy the 
easiest to use on the move. 
Apple's Newton, able to 
recognise handwriting, got 
a bad press on its launch, 
but is now much better. 

Chris Partridge 


Pa eket-s witched networks 
break the data into sections, or 
packets, that travel indepen¬ 
dently across the network. The 
signal is relayed via stations, 
like radio or television signals, 
rather titan via a cellular net¬ 
work. Packet-switching allows 
multiple users to access the 
same channel and avoid net¬ 
work congestion. It also en¬ 
ables RAM to charge only for 
the data transmitted, not for 
connection rime. 

GSM, the digital mobile 
telephone system, also pro¬ 
vides data transmission via its 
shorr message system [SMSj. 
which shares the network with 
its voice services. RAM claims 
that by dedicating its network 
to short and frequent data 
exchange, it can support more 
users and transmit data faster. 
GSM gives priority’ to voice 
transmission, which means 
messages could be delayed at 
peak voice-use rimes. 

Mobile data communica¬ 
tions are also being used to 
contact doctors on-cail. 
Thamesdoc, a co-operative of 
GPs formed three years ago, 
uses Cognito's hand-held 
Messagers. Details are taken 
from patients by a telephonist 
and are sent to the doctor over 
Cognito's network. Informa¬ 
tion on the patient's name, 
address, age and symptoms 
arrive in seconds. The telepho¬ 
nist can see when the message 
has been read and the doctor 
replies with the action taken. 
As the doctor's reply leaves the 
Messager, the pattern's own 
GP can be faxed with details of ! 
the visit. 


C ognito charges 
Thamesdoc a fixed 
monthly fee. making 
it possible to budget 
in advance. Stephen Price, 
Thamesdoc’s general manag¬ 
er. says: "We invested £20.000 
in the Cognito system, but I 
am convinced that savings will 
be apparent within the first 
month." 

Dedicated mobile data ser¬ 
vices such as RAM and 
Cognito are ideal for larger 
users, who can afford to invest 
in specialised equipment Jon¬ 
athan Morgan-Jones. re¬ 
searcher at the Telecom 
Managers Association, pre¬ 
dicts new developments will 
soon bridge the gap for small¬ 
er organisations. 

“Users want integrated 
equipment, providing' both 
voice and data communica¬ 
tions — such as the Nokia 
9000. In the next year we will 
see the arrival of even smarter 
mobile phones, currently 


being developed by manufac¬ 
turers such as Motorola. 

"These are likely to use new 
browser software called 
HDML (handheld devices 
markup language), a variant 
of HTML, the language used 
to create Web pages. This 
effectively provides page infor¬ 
mation onto the mobile-phone 
screen and could well be the 
future for large and small 
operations alike.” 


SALES 

(Expert mm IM EsMotiaf] 

We ire cnrrejtiJy remriring imhiiioiis people to join our 
already succesJiU sales team In the Yeovil area. Sales 
experience is not essentia] as oar initial protect & Sales 
Training Course with ongoing &dd sales training ensures 
your earning potential is n urimk wt and because of onr 
f W l ffl lwitfr fffpffi s ion programme, 

THEBE ABE EXCEPTIONAL PROMOTION PROSPECTS. 

Zf you are over 21, a car omer and tune a borne 
telephone all you haw to do to arrange a local Interview 
is pick up the phone between 9&n-7pm Mon-Fri or 
9am-noon Sal smd call free on 0800 289858. 



FIT THE BEST 





Summertime, and PC-users are 
on the move. Now, when you 
probably have most need of a 
powerful portable, Hi-Grade 
offers you one at a price to 
make your mouth water. The 
Mvi 166 belongs to our 
celebrated Notino range of 
multimedia notebooks. Call 
today for more details about 
them or our equally desirable 
desktops and servers. 



pentium 


Notino Mvi 166 

♦ Intel Pentium * 166MHz processor 
(upgradable Lo 200 MHz MMX) 

♦ 16Mb EDO RAM (exp. to 72Mb) 

♦ 1.4Gb 15" removable hard disk 

♦ ll-speed CD-ROM drive 

♦ 12.1" dual scan colour LCD display (IFT opt) 

♦ 16-bit sound card, speakers, 

£1,249 (+ VAT = £1,467.58) 

Defimy €13 (AW = £1523) Pnos end swetostons may be changed whotd nonce 
rad. tad Inside and Pentium ate irademarts erf the M Cotp. 

Windows 95 at Waasot Ccrp 


\T\ Hi-Grade 


Technology with a human face 

0800 074 0401 

Branch offices: 

Southampton: 01703 315151 
Manchester: 0161777 9010 
Hi-Grade Computers pk 
C Thames Road Barking. Esse* lull OHO 
FacCTSl 5J2 6 N 0 
E-mail, sales'* hwrade.iom 
Web sire hBp-//m*«hi 0 ra(iecorn 


Working oirffie 

Usi 




ta over Cellular, Satellite, 
Radio and" rnfra-Rej^^Sfeorks 



• Ffoto can mobile data help^your b 

0 

• Which systems are available? * * 

• What is the best technology for ydtf?^ 

I 5 : 1 = 22 -2”i. ; 

• What are the risks and rewards? ~ ** ~ V* : 5 ^' 2 617 692; 

: - -• r_ C a : 4 'X =l_- - Vtroc^ : a 53 --£« 525 625 ; 

' tz - ■ * it . .0 Zzarvr ; E i- -2 S 9 S 894 - 


You'll find the answer to all these questions and more at 
Mobile Data Gomms 97, the only UK exhibition dedicated 
to business users of mobile data. 

Discover how mobile data solutions can benefit you 

Already many dtffcient organisations are harnessing the power of mobile data communications to improve 
control of a range of ott-slte activities, from research, marketing and sales Id logistics, efistrawtion, 
services and field operations. By provking information wherever and whatever it is needed mobile data 
comms is proving itcan reduce cost, fnqwove performance and provide smarter ways to work. 

Exhibition fugfiSghls .7 

Mobile Data Comma 37 is designed with the business user in mind, teasing on real solutions and 



".•rL.i’-r:. 


[ tiH-SCaimZLOKHW . 
: 30th SEPT-2nd OCH9S7 


business remains. • •„ 

■ 'Free introductory s en tinar s taking you through the maze of mobHe data coinms opftons 

• Free advice a!:the Advice Centre manned by members of the Mobile Data Association 

• Exhibition Product Trails -giridiflg yon to the vendors who meet your needs 

• All tile leading suppliers including: 3Com US Robotics; ACS; ASK Communications; Attachmate; BT; 
Cashr Getlnet Cognito; Compaq; Dell; Ericsson; awSk IBM UK; Intel &nbH; IrrteBinet; Minor 
Raneb Motive Radio; Nokia Mobile Phones; OBvatti Personal Computes UK; Orange; Psion Bacom; 

. ■ Ram Mobile DaftSecurity Dynamics; Shiva;Signature Industries; ®na:Technfq;TaiBUs;Tetepartnen 

Three X Comrmmicatiort: Vottefoner Xcefinot; Xircom. 
h'mu need wcess to corporate iofcmration anytime from anywhere then you need to tie at 
MoMIe Data Cotnms 97. CaB ihe Ticket Hotfine +44 (0)12)3 426484 

tttp^/www.mobfedalac^ 

R pjjctgr Mow for FREE ENTRY to Mobile Data Comms 97 


Reed 

Exhibition 

Companies 


aMHiawffliT 


rada 


O Yfis plB&se send me — : — FREE bekets 


_Q Y6s please send me detaSson the MobSe Data Comms Conference 


IUmj. 

iuIiS 

JriiTitie 

Address 


Company 

Postcode 

Pax 


PLEASE m COUPON TO +44 (0)1203 428480 


TURN IT ON. 


Or postcwipwi to 


MobSe Date Comnte 97 R^tetratfon CDS, Data House, CuitIot Close, Tile m, Coventry, CV4 SAW, UK. 
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Bargains of the week: a fortnight in Jamaica for £349, self-catering in Tuscany for £299, Dover-Calais from £49 


HOLIDAYS 


GRECIAN Splendour Cruises 
departing on Monday for a 
week aboard The" Costa 
Classica are available from 
£520 from Page & Mqy includ¬ 
ing connecting flights. Details: 
0116-250 7722. 

■ KOS for £399 a person for 
a fortnight's First Choice self¬ 
catering holiday with a flight 
from Manchester on Wednes¬ 
day is on offer from Co-op 
Travelcare. Details: 054! 
5003SS. 

■ MALTA for a fortnight’s 
self-catering holiday with a 
flight from Stansted on July 31 
will cost £266 a person from 
Advantage Travel Centres. 
Details: CWO SS1S8S. 

■ GRAN DORADA s holiday 
village at Heilbachsee is avail¬ 
able for break* coinciding 
with the Rhine in Flames 
Festival on August 9. Three 
nights for two adults and two 
children, including ferries and 
self-catering, costs from E350. 
Details: 01242 255000. 

■ HORSERIDING, with a 
guide, in the Corbieres hills of 
southern France from one 
farmhouse to another is avail¬ 


able from Inntravel for a week 
from August 10, including a 
flight from Gatwick. Price: 
£863 a person, with half¬ 
board. Details: 01653 628862. 

■ BANGKOK for five nights 
for £439 a person with a non¬ 
stop flight from Heathrow is 
on offer from Qanlas Holi¬ 
days from August 10. Add a 
week in Phuket for an extra 
El SO. Details: l»90 673464. 

■ TUSCANY or Umbria for 
E299 a person tor a week's self¬ 
catering with flights from 
Gatwick on August 23 and 30 
is available from Impulse 
Holidays. Price based on two 
sharing and includes car hire. 
Details: 0181-741 9007. 

■ BUNKHOUSE accom¬ 
modation for three nights in 
a converted stable and loft in 
Langwathby in Cumbria, 
plus" full breakfast, is avail¬ 
able from E39 a person. 
Details: 01768 881SSI. 

■ JAMAICA for a fortnight 
from £349 a person with room- 
only accommodation and a 
flight from Newcastle on Au¬ 
gust 14 is on offer from Going 
Places. Details: 01483 771144. 


FERRIEg ; 

SWANSEA Cork Femes has 
introduced a special midweek 
fare. The £295 return, for a car 
and five adults, is available 
until August 18 on any day 
except Friday or Saturday. 
Details: 01792 456UO. 

■ P&O FERRIES has new 
three-day rerum tickets avail¬ 
able on routes from Dover to 
Calais and from Rjrtsmourh to 
Le Havre and Cherbourg. A re¬ 
turn costs £59 (with a free bottle 
of wine) for a car and two pas¬ 
sengers. Valid until September 
12 for travel bv September 14. 
Details: 0990 9S09S0. 

■ IRISH FERRIES is selling 
£119 one-way Pembroke- 
Rosslare tickets for a car and 
five adults until August 31. 
The fa re is for midweek 
crossings at night. Fares rise 
to £159 ar weekends. Details: 
0990 171717. 

■ THE lowest offer on Dover- 
Calais available for this sum¬ 
mer closes on Saturday. Sea 
France has returns from E49. 
rising to £95 at peak periods 
for a car and up to nine 
passengers. Book by Satur¬ 
day for travel by August 30. 
Details: 0990 711711. 



KJRKER HOLIDAYS is offering a £150 saving to 
Times readers who want to visit the Hacienda de San 
Rafael in Andaluda next month. The new price of £652 
a person includes return flights from Heathrow, 
accommodation and ail meals for five days, plus car 
hire and sherry-tasting in Jerez. Details: 0171-2313333. 


LOWER transatlantic fares 
have beat announced for next 
September. The Travel Bug 
has British Airways return 
flights to New York from 
Manchester, London ajtti Bir¬ 
mingham for £219. Flights to 
Los Angeles' and San Francis¬ 
co (from London only) are 
available for' £345. Details: 
0990737747. 

■ BUSINESS-CLASS passen¬ 
gers flying to New York from 
Gatwick, Manchester or Birm¬ 
ingham with Continental can 
take a companion for £99 
return. Details: 01293 776464. 

■TRAILEINDERS has a £374 
return fore to-Bangkok. flying 
with Olympic via Athens. 
Details: 0171-938 3939: 

■ VIRGIN Atlantic flights to 
Johannesburg cost £412 -re¬ 
turn, including taX. if pur¬ 
chased by Friday. Travel 
before September 30. Details 
from Air Tickets Direct 0990 
320321. 

■ EXTRA weekend flights be¬ 
tween Gatwick and Lisbon 
have been added by AB Air¬ 
lines. Excursion fores start at 
£114. Details: 0345 464748. 


DISCOUNTS of 30 per cent of 
normal rates are available at 
.the Grosvenor House Hotel 
on Park Lane until September 
l. Rooms start at.£IS8 a night- 
Defails: 0171-499 6363. 

■ HILTON HOTELS in the 

UK has a three-nights-for-two 

offer for guests on a Hilton 
Weekend Break until October 
1: The offer also includes deals 
an dining within the hotel. 
Please-quote reference FY. 

: Details: 0800-8568000. 

■ USE OF the rooftop swim¬ 
ming pool is included in the 
summer, rate at the Berkeley 
Hotel in Knightsbridge of 
£H0a2pbnsan a night, based 
on double occupancy. Details: 
0171-235 6000. - 

■ THE Hotel Londre Palace 
in Venice has a special rate, of 
about £174 a night until the 
end of August The offer 
(minimum three nights), 
through Prima Hotels, in¬ 
cludes a canal boat pass and 
20 per cent off meals in the 
hotel: Details: 0800181535. 

■ THE CHeneagjes golfing 
hotel has accommodation 
available for certain dates in 




August at £205 a night, a sav¬ 
ings of £45 on normal rates- 
Details: 0800-704705. 

■ THE stylish Halkin Hotel 
just off Belgrave Square in 
London has a reduction to 
£240 a room for one night 
including English breakfast. 
The offer, based on a mini¬ 
mum stay of two nights., is 
available until the end of 
August. Details: 0171-3331000. 

■ MIDDLETHORPE Hall in 
York has a special rare of £SU 
a person for one night, includ¬ 
ing breakfast and dinner in 
the hotel's restaurant which 
was recently awarded three 
rosettes by the AA. Offer 
available until August 17. De¬ 
tails: 01904 641241. 

■ THE Goring Hotel in cen¬ 
tral London and the 900-year 
old Amberley Castle in West 
Sussex have put together a 
Town and Country' package 
offering savings of 15 per cent 
on normal rates. Tlie offer 
covers a minimum of two 
weekday nights at Amberley 
Castle and two weekend 
nights at the Goring. Derails: 
01798-831992 (Amberley) or 
0171-396 9000 (Goring). 


TO ADVERTISE CALL 
0171 481 1989 


CHECK-IN 


FAX: 

0171782 7824 


Clubs International 


£949, 


C. 2 NTS 
HOTEL 


I NILE CRUISE I CARIBBEAN | MW YORK 


July - Sept 
Full Board 
7 night Cruise 
inc Excursions 

£ 369 . 


Jr dij^ypp 

AH inclusive 14 nts Aug-Nov dept. 

01714084416 


*299 


CONNECTIONS 


AUSTRALIA 


CHRISTMAS DEPARTURES 


CANADA 


& aT NEW YORK 
WASHING!! 


£189 BOSTON 


WASHINGTON £245 DENVER 
SEATTLE £255 MEXICO 


CALIFORNIA £275 CARIBBEAN 


£219 SEOUt/TOKYO £469 THaMNO/INBA £299 
£285 JO'BURG/HARARE £329 K.LUMPUR/ST0RE£37Q 
£269 DUBAI/BAHRAIN £249 HONGKONG £399 
£269 EGYPT £149 MORE DEST. AVAILABLE! 


* 699 , 

Cum* nghtt from only 

£549* 


; FLIGHTS BREAKS 

Toronto 219 lncju ‘ fir * 3 nts hotel 

-—:-— Montreal, 


Montreal 

269 

Calgaiy- ■' 

329 

Vancouver 

319 


Call for our brochure 


UK - BANGKOK - HONG KONG - RTN £459 • UK - SINGAPORE • BALI - RTN £599 * UK - MIAMI - LA - NEW YORK - RTN £299.- LOW SEASON EARLY BUYER PRICES '' • 

AMERICAS 0171 495 5010 - WORLDWIDE 0171 495 5545 • EUROPE 0171 408 4405 • FAX if+ 44) 171 408 4450 


BUY DIRECT AND SAVE ££££’S ON FLIGHTS • HOTELS - CARS » WORLDWIDE HOLIDAYS - 93 WIMPOLE STREET LONDON W1 • ATOL 3369 • IATA • www.connect2-uk.nci • Low season early buyer prices 


★ STA TRAVEL * 

WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 


raifr ConUerenyai tost &dem«iMrM<jttaiLau*y«*feK8Mad^li& Teed. (tnfr 


Paris Burner £59 j Copenhagen £89 

Amsterdam £65 j Athens £126 

Dublin £56 j NewYtek £168 

Geneva £96 I Washington £170 

Munich £89 \ LosAngete £258 


foranto Q16 

Bangkok £355 

Singapore £399 

Hong Kong £499 

Bali £499 


Johannesburg £379 
BuenosAie £552 
Bode Janeiro £485 
Perth £550 

Sydney £599 


PRAGUE re'.urn from £125 plus occorpmodption from £3?ppn 
Travel in both directions Monday - Thursday 


EUROPE: 0171 361 6161. WORLDWIDE- 0171 361 6262, EUROSTAR: 0171 361 6143 

ACCOMMODATION • CAR HUE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 3(1 6160 
IF Enjfon Road NWI. far OM Bromppa Rd SW7. II Si WL London, 

bits Umn stainvtl cs uL 


UWMH UAVUcSnil. ClAjjOiS Iflf** WtttASTLE. OUOUft CAMWPCE MlSTW. MtirTOH 5754 TRAVEL 


Worldwide Lar Kental 

Within Your budget! 

0 


£79 


£9 


£147 


£109 


£159 


£169 


Call us now we are 
Open 7 days a week 


CANADA 


PORTUGAL 


FRANCE 


01923 850085 


TRAILFINDERS >-)- 

r I I I I l T E t E t P t I I s 

More than just low cost flights worldwide 

WITH UP TO 65% DISCOUNT ON HOTELS ft CAR HIRE 

Call Trailfinders for the complete tailor-made travel service 

LONDON Uinghaut: 0171-938 3939 '{£&! 

Transatlantic & European: 0171-9375400 EStaI 

First & Business Class: 0171-938 3444 ««« 

BIRMINGHAM Worldwide: 0121-236 1234 

BRISTOL Worldwide: 0117-929 9000 UTM 

GLASGOW Worldwide: 0141-353 2224 rai 

MANCHESTER Worldwide. 0161-839 6969 LJ 

Frst& Business Class: 0161-839 3434 • [SSI 
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InagqpMdvs Car Hfrs Avafebts 
ttflags* far AT0L bate. ASM CB207 
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JETLINE IIFaRESAVERS 


'DitcounM Itm I. ill tfcttinMIWTL 


SMJS fr £59 
fORTUMl fcS 
ISHJUt IS* 

firmer ** 

TUIffltt .8* 

crows ** 

CitUintS 73 

L^rrT^it “C,, 1 

cm 


US* fr £14* 
CjUIiBtAN 18* 
S. A£81C* 3fi* 
CUUD4 14* 

INDIA 2M 

I AH EAST 319 
AUSTRALIA 

Drt,, >. 8. titrt 

Til 


MALAGA If£59 I GREECE 
AUCAOTE £59 TURKEY 


TENERIFE f69 (CYPRUS £119 
LAS MLMASE69 ITALY £B9 
LAMZASOTE £69 CARIBBEAN;IB9 
SALEARICS (59 ■ CANADA CUB 
au i o* c.rot nwm 
tlSO CAN HIAEiACCOMMCDAIKIN 


360 | 


01476 592095 
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FaveDREAMS 


SYDNEY 

PERTH 

BANGKOK 

BALI 

MEXICO 

PRAGUE 


£599 AUCKLAND £649 
£599 SINCAPOREM11 
£356 TOKYO £499 

£469 D ELHI £322 

£382 RIO £499 

£183 WAR5AW £159 


MAJOR TRAVEL 
offer great 
value oji low ^ 


all destinations 
in the USA, 
with the leading 
scheduled ■- 


Car hire, hotels and tours available. 

KESERVATIOMS 



* AU bias ssojKt to iwluiiJMT wdurtno tax. m ■ mm 

IS 0171 247 8886-f^AVO. 

a ******miS5**t**m!rt** LTD 


*La~ FAX: 0171 247 9501 

I ****** ******* ******* ***** 


NOW...GIVE US A CALL! 


MIWY OTHER 
DESTITUTIONS 
AVAILABLE 


Wi ais <*rr.nn, VH nn Kxattn C.T* 
««=«>« - 79 MOSCOW 179 279 PARIS 69 79 

"d \fo UUfra 122 129 125 145 

SeuT ,19 NAFUS IIS 159 STr$8Uf&179 239 
WCTO ,19 ie9 129 144 YEr«A 129 159 

MAN >00 149 OSLO 729 169 ZHCH 70S 179 


JUS 



uss ag. 

01730 266588 


Unbeatable Worldwide Fares! 


TRAVEL Insurance 

LVo witt not 

T&i&zs niMFW 

i flip:: .^rffcv oisrc^ 

0990 13 3 218^7 d 


Sen/Cce* Beyond/ the/ CaW“ 


| mWORLDWIDEm 


• WORLDWIDE* 


• USA/CANADA • 


AUCKLAND 

£715 

HONG KONG 

£485 

FLORIDA 

£265 M 

BAU 

£595 

JOHANNESBURG 

£359 

LOS ANGELES 

£275 A 

BANGKOK 

£439 

NAIROBI 

£435 

LAS VEGAS 

£275 ■§ 

CAIRNS 

£715 

PERTH . 

£655 

NEW YORK 

£195 K 

CAPETOWN 

£555 

SINGAPORE 

£495 

SAN FRANCISCO 

£275 

FIJI 

£695 

SYDNEY 

£715 

TORONTO 

£255 W 

* 



PLUS MANY MORE 





Prices from London are low season return (am) Cnndinons and regional supplemer.B 


BROCHURE HOTLlBtE 0990 M 338 

Open Monday to Friday until £pm. Sat & Sun 5.30pm. FAX' 0181 559 7722 


LONDON 
81 506 5024 

MANCHESTER 
0990 280 028 

GLASGOW 
0990 280 000 A 




ik 


AUSTRALIA from £71,5 return 

lncludM 1 stop evor-ift tacti direction and T internal flight ; R 

CnnMth^j iod HOteMi, ipofe H Austr.no. 


FREE Annual Travel Insurance 


Wh«» you boo* 7 days all inclusive ear hire on oil nr-Orivo PMkm^ma to the-usX 
Mini 2 people In a 1C or or obovy. CondRlom oddIv -*T 


Officially approved by < 


Fly from your local airport - pricHfr Information ort request. 


ABtt V8032 at0L410& 


QWg-STOPjHO P - Car Hire , Acco mmodation and |nsurance 
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summer 

By Harvey Euibrr '•'--. 

HOIJDAYMAKERS return¬ 
ing from Scandinavia, The 
Low Uoutatrres and the. east 
Me&ferrariearr face long, de¬ 
lays this summer, because a 
vital air , corridor over south¬ 
ern England has readied satu¬ 
ration point' . . 

.. A sudden increase in the 
number of airlines now flying 
into regional airports such as 
Stansted, Norwich, Luton and 
London CSty; and a surge in 
the number of flights to Am¬ 
sterdam. Brussels and cities 
throughout Eastern 1 Europe, 
took the Civil Aviation Author¬ 
ity- by surprise and over¬ 
whelmed controllers guiding 
flights over Essex;.... 

As a result the lour control¬ 
lers and one supervisor at the 
West Drayton Air-Traffic Con-' 
trol Centre, who normally 
staff the' radars covering the 
Clacton area^have to'instruct 
pilots to "“stack” at Lamboume 
near Romford in Essex, until 
they can be channelled to¬ 
wards foeir final destination. 

The main air routes from 
the East and North East are 
funnelled towards- Clacton, 
which is one of .about half 
a dozen air “doorways” lead¬ 
ing to the key airports in 
London. 

Later in the summer, the 
CAA plans to split the sector in 
two, enabling some jets to be 
sent through new air corridors 
towards Stansted. and Luton 
while others 'continue to fly die. 
existing, routes towards 
Gatwick and Heathrow. 

The problems at Clacton — 
which some rontrollers have 
described as being similar to 
traffic jams an the London- 
approach side of the M40 — 
are in danger of spoiling the 
CAA’s record r for reducing 
delays while .handling more 
flights. . . 

In the peak sumnjer period 
from July, to September last 
year, the average delay.tp.all. 
flights harufled ty fteLondm 
Air TrafficControl Centre was- 
one and a quarier minutes. : 
But at least ;12 pte; ' cent of 
flights are delayed'by half an , 
hourormore .. . 

Many delays are, hpwever,-. 
caused by a range 5f prob¬ 
lems. including bad .Weather, 
industrial ‘ action, , security 
hold-ups i and passengers 
going missing after their, bags 
have been loaded. - ■ v' 


Seafaring events from Tall Ships 
. J%ggs to Cowes Week are boosting 
tourism, reports Ronald Gribble 


SAILING is bringing a mufti- 
mfllion/ pound . windfall to 
Britain’s tourist industry. As 
; .the .first, leg of the 25th Cutty 
Sark Tall Ships’ Races fin¬ 
ished in- Norway yesterday, 
Aberdeen, where the races 
began last week, was predict¬ 
ing a profit of E12million after 
-the ships attracted an estimat¬ 
ed 650,000 people to the dty. 

The races are one of three 
big railing events this year to 
benefit British tourism.. 
Crowds drawn by the current 
UK tour of the £8 million 
replica of Captain Cook’s En¬ 
deavour are also boosting 
seaside economies around the 
coast At Whitby in North 
Yorkshire, Endeavour attract¬ 
ed one million visitors and 
earned the town £6 million. 
On Tuesday thousands will 
descend on the Isle of Wight 
for Cowes Week, bringing a 
spending boom to the island. 

The Tall Ships’ Races, 
organised by the International 
Sail Training Association and 
sponsored by Cutty Sark Scots 
Whisky, have attracted 120 
ships from 15 countries from 
as far as the Baltic, involving 
5,000 crew members. 

Festival events during the 
ships' four-day stay in 
Aberdeen included an open- 
air concert with the Halle 
Orchestra compered by Terry 
Wogan; a carnival parade 
which featured 200 Shetland¬ 
ers dressed as Vikings; fire- 
.works and; displays by the 
Army, Marines and the RAF. 
As the ships set off across the 
bay in a parade of sail on the 
last day, they were.saluted by. 
a spray of Red Arrows. 

John Ling, operations man¬ 
ager for the start of the race, 

. said: “ Accommodation in 
Aberdeen was completely foil 
on the night of the race. 
Businesses involving tourism, 
travel and catering have seen 
a huge increase in their turn¬ 
over. We fed confident that the 
total increase in trade in the 
north east of Scotland will not 
: -be'less'than =£10 million and 
will probably reach £12 
million." 

• This is a twelvefold increase 
an the £1 million Aberdeen 
made;in ’.1991 when it. last 
hoisted the races. . .' 

Eh route to the start of the 
.races, the ‘Aberdeen-built 
schooner Malcolm Miller 
dropped anchor at Inverbervie. 


to witness the unveiling of a 
£65,000 memorial at the 
hometown of Scotland's Her¬ 
cules Linton, who designed the 
tea dipper Cutty Sark, now on 
display at Greenwich. The 
ship, which set speed records 
in bringing tea from China, 
gave its name to the whisky 
that sponsors the races. 

The Tall Ships event brings 
together young people from 
around the world to race, in 
friendly competition in sailing 
ships which range from nearly 
. new vessels to some more than 
100 years old, and differ in size 
from 30ft to 400ft in length. 

The organisers encourage 
crews to change ships at parts, 
so if you are a Norwegian ora 
Swede you may find yourself 
on a Scottish or Russian ship 
for the nexr leg of the voyage. 

Besides the glory of being 
first to cross the finishing line 
at each stage of the races, the 
most coveted prize is the Cutty 
Sark Trophy — a solid silver 
model of the Cutty Sark — 
which is awarded to the ship's 
crew which has contributed 
most to international under¬ 
standing and friendship. 

The Tall Ships' arrival in 
Trondheim, just 150 miles 
short of the Arctic Circle and 
the furthest north the fleet has 
ever ventured, coincides with 
Norway’s third largest city 
celebrating its one thousand 
years of existence. 

On Saturday the fleet will 
cruise by the light of the 
midnight sun to Stavanger — 
the centre of Norway's o3 
industry — and then race the 
final leg to Gothenburg in 
Sweden, arriving by August 13 
and staying for three days. 

• On Saturday, having visited 
Scotland ana the north of 
England, Endeavour arrives 
in Wales and will be on 
exhibition at Fishguard until 
August 3. After that she heads 
south for Falmouth (August 9- 
17). Plymouth (August 23-31). 
Weymouth (September 6-9). 
Brighton (September 13-21). St 
Heher, Jersey (September 27- 
October 5). Endeavour then 
leaves for St MaJo (October 7- 
12} before returning to Boston. 
Lincolnshire (October 17-19) 
and then Whitby (October 21- 
26) for maintenance. She then 
goes to Hull (December 24- 
January 4} before her voyage 
to the United States. 
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Taxation is a 
greedy business 

A s airports fill, beaches of bogus reasons for doin; 
an? covered in bask- so. Domestic air services ii 
inc bodies and mil- Norway, for example, ar 


Tall Ships' Races competitor Malcolm Miller seen from the deck of the Endeavour 


A s airports fill beaches 
an? covered in bask¬ 
ing bodies and mil¬ 
lions who have saved for 
months finally relax on their 
summer holidays, it may 
seem churlish to point out 
the dark clouds un the 
horizon. 

But the fact is that the 
taxation genie is now out of 
the bottle. And the damage 
bring wreaked already by 
this creature of international 
politicians is about to be¬ 
come serious indeed. 

From November 1. for 
example. Britain's air pas¬ 
senger duty wifi double to 
£10 on domestic and Euro¬ 
pean flights and £20 on 
long-haul flights. The deci¬ 
sion was taken _______ 

by the previous 
Government and r £ 

deliberately de¬ 
layed to avoid oir- 

this year’s sum¬ 
mer peak and to tety < 

ensure that the LaA ! 

new Government np 

has to deal with 
the complaints _ r 

that are bound to tJl 

follow. However. i 

all that will inter- DC 

est the millions of ____ 

once-a-year trav- “ 

el lens is that their holidays 
are about to cost a lot more. 

It is not just Britain's poli¬ 
ticians who have become 
greedy. America's House of 
Representatives wants to in¬ 
crease departure tax from $6 
(£3.50) to $31. Even the 
Senate has proposed a rise 
from $6 to $15 and a compro¬ 
mise rate is likely to be an¬ 
nounced soon. 

So next year a family of 
four flying to Orlando, for 
example, may have to find at 
least £100 more for British 
and American coffers. 

The French are thinking 
of adding the equivalent of 
£5 to airport dues and the 
Spanish want to grab an 
extra £4. Hardly a country in 
die world has not set its 
sights on gening its hands 
on as much as it can. 

And they can find all sorts 


The 
airport 
tax genie 
is now out 
of the 
bottle 


of bogus reasons for doing 
so. Domestic air serv ices in 
Norway, for example, are 
subject to up to 25 per cent 
tax on journeys where the 
railway is a competitor. 

Russia is raising £140 
million a year from Euro¬ 
pean airlines by charging 
them £b2 a passenger to fly 
through its airspace- In less 
than three years, Jakarta put 
its passenger charges up by 
127 per cent. Beijing by 126 
percent and Montreal by HO 
percent. 

Overall, says the World 
Travel and Tourism Coun¬ 
cil. 73 per cent of the world's 
leading cities hav e increased 
their taxes, 135 have re¬ 
mained unchanged and a 
_____ further 13.5 have 

" reduced them, 

g Greece discov¬ 

ered the hard 
Oft way w ^ at dam¬ 

age these taxes 
3 Tlip can cause. With- 

“ 111 in months of a 

j p.. .f decision to iniro- 

' LIUl ducc departure 

_ - tax of about EI6 a 

Tc head, its tourism 

q industry had al- 

most collapsed, 
investment in 
"""""" new hotels came 

to a standstill and necessary 
refurbish merits did not take 
place. 

Yet the demand for holi¬ 
day travel is still growing. 
Almost 16 million flights 
and holidays are covered by 
the CAA’s Air Travel Organ¬ 
isers’ licences this summer. 
Eveiy passenger is paying, 
on average. £386,15 percent 
more than last year 
So will anyone really no¬ 
tice the odd £5. £10 or even 
£20 a head? Not if you are a 
wealthy traveller or a busi¬ 
ness executive with an ex- 
penses-paid fully flexible 
ticket — but certainly if you 
are one of the majority of 
holidaymakers who have to 
budget carefully. 

Enjoy this year's strong 
pound and cheap holidays 
while you can. At least the 
sunshine is tax free. 
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Russian coup for UK operator 


AN EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER 
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Tsar Nicholas in captivity with his daughters in 1917 


A SMALL British tour opera¬ 
tor has obtained exclusive 
access to the Russian state 
archives, containing thou¬ 
sands of rarely seen docu¬ 
ments and historic items. The 
collection, until now dosed to 
the public, indudes the per¬ 
sonal diaries of Tsar Nicholas 
and his wife. Alexandra. The 
diaries are in English and 
reveal in graphic detail the 
development of the Russian 
revolution. 

The archives also contain 
photograph albums and corr¬ 
espondence from the Tsar, 
George V, the Kaiser and 
Queen Victoria, as well as a 
collection of Hitler's personal 
effects and comprehensive 
documents about the fall of 
the Reich. 

Nick Laing, managing di¬ 
rector of the Wiltshire tour 
operator Steppes East which 
specialises in tailor-made vis¬ 
its to Russia and other former 
Eastern bloc countries, said 
yesterday: “We were contact¬ 
ed out of (he blue by a South 
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Tourism to France spars 
despite ‘rude’ reputation 
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By Harvey EuJcnT . 

THE British holidaymaker’s 
roller-coaster love affair'with 
France is on again this sum- 
xner, fanned-, info life by the 
ten-franc pound. 

Despite being told this week 
that they were regarded by the. 
rest of foe world as “chronical¬ 
ly rude, aggressive, dirty, idle 
and disorganised", the French 
are preparing for record numr. 
hereof tourists. 

The Baris Chamber of_ Com¬ 
merce Interviewed800visitors 
from • 16 countries and Trad- 
hoped to use their comments 
in a promotional campaign; 
Instead ihqr were stunned iy 
the strong language used «r 
visitors who universally, de¬ 
scribed foe French as rude and 
arroganL' • ; 

. Nonetheless. Franre is. to 
'woridi favourite tcwrisl desti- 
natkm and -more than 63 
miffion foreign visitors =r in-, 
duding tenTnillfohfrbm Brit-, 
ain — will stay there this year. 
" Fbr British tour operators 


the increase in bookings is 
turning info a bonanza. John 
Harding, of Travelscene, said: 
“It--doesn’t take foe British 
tong to decide to go back to 

France once the conditions are 
right. Nowthat Le Shuttle and 
Eurostarare running smooth- 
; ly, it is being recognised that it 

• iseasytopop over to Boulogne 

or Paris for limch." 

Mike Bructe-Mitford. ofVFB 
fiqfi^ays, sad foal he had 
“riewr ■ experienced a more 
positive climate for large 
bookings*. .- 

"" The Caravan^ Club said that 
inie'resf was “unprecedented”: 
Britt^y Berries.repotted a 71 
percent increase- in gite book- 
inj^; - Lunn Poly said ' that 

- Frehdi dtybreaks were np_45 

per bant Creste has had a 60 
' per cent increase in seU-drive. 
. holidays; Eurosites say tin's 
year families are splitting 
‘ thar time between beach and 
:* country, and Kirker Holidays 

- says bookings to Paris haye 
•gone up by 1^7 per cent in the 
past month.' - 


Tuscany, long a favourite 
destination for British tour¬ 
ists, is also proving irresistible 
this summer as foe pound 
strengthens against the lira. 
Christopher Woman writes. 

From foe moment of board¬ 
ing the bus from Florence 
airport to the dty centre 
(E2.20), it is tempting to say 
“that’s very reasonable”. A 
meal for two, with two 
courses, two carafes of house 
wine, came to under £15, a 
strong encouragement not 
only to return, but (on a self¬ 
catering holiday) to eat out 
more often. Not many places 
can match it for value, but 
value for money is there for all 
to see throughout the whole 
range of restaurants. 

The same applies al. the 
supermarket where drinkable 
wine is available from £130 a 
bottle, Campari £430, and 
food bills compare favourably 
with Sainsbuiys. Petrol is one 
exception to the.general rule of. 
bargain prices, but it is not 
much dearer than in Britain.' 


African who had obtained a 
contract with the director of 
the archive to allow people 
into the building to see the 
collection. 

“It is astonishing. Only six 
people at a time are allowed 
in and they sit around foe 
director's table while some of 
the most astonishing items 
are brought to them. You have 
to pinch yourself that you are 
not dreaming when you hold 
photograph albums and let¬ 
ters or personal items of 
do thing and jewellery which, 
under foe Communists, were 
considered far too important 
to be seen by the public 

“We are the only tour 
operator in the Western world 
with the authority to take 
visitors to see the collection." 

• 4 tailored itinerary, induding 
British Airways JUghis and trans¬ 
firs. three nights' B€SB at the five- 
star Kempt nski Hotel, a half-day 
sightseeing and entiy to the ar¬ 
chives with a translator costs from 
E 1.485 a person booked through 
Steppes EasL 


Why home 
is sweeter 

A NEW study says that inter¬ 
national travelling executives 
find life away from home 
damaging to their health and 
marriage. 

Many of the 500 people 
polled by to Hyatt Hotel 
group say they resent business 
travel. These “world wearies", 
as Hyatt describes them, com¬ 
plain of problems with ulcers, 
overeating and alcohol abuse. 
Executives say they have 
missed important events in 
Their children’s lives, anniver¬ 
saries and birthdays. 

Hyatt identified another 
group — to “tom travellers" 
— who experience similar 
problems, but secretly enjoy 
their lives as “road warriors’*. 
They viewed travel as a chance 
to escape the office. But they 
also tended to be younger and 
less senior than more world- 
weary business travellers. 

Executive married women 
are less likely to rely cm their 
husbands to look after to 
home while away. Usually 
another family’ member, 
friend, or hired help is asked 
to keep an eye on things. 


A two-night break in 
Brussels from just £59 


• RETURN CHANNEL 
CROSSING BY 

LE SHUTTLE OR 
P&O FERRY 

• TWO NIGHTS AT A 
THREE-STAR HOTEL 

• FOR FULL DETAILS 
AND TO BOOK, CALL 
01992 456157 


’/Oft' 


TRAVEL fSERVICE 

T oday The Times offers you a two-night dty 
break in Brussels from as little as £50 per 
person. This sperial getaway package Includes 
return Channel crossing by P&O ferry or Le 
Shuttle, based on four people sharing one car, 
for two nights bed and breakfast ^acconuiioda-. 
Hon in a three-star hotel. The price for a car and 
two passengers is £72 per person. Extra nights 
will cost from £22 per person. The offer is valid 
from Aug I to September 30,1997 (except Aug~ 
22-25 ind). For stays in September, Fri-Sun only, 
there is a supplement of £10 per person per 
■night (Mid-week stays are not available in 
.‘September.) ./ 

. You can also travd by Eurostar in August - 
and pay £99 per person. For stay? in September 
Fri-Sun, there would be a supplement of £IS per 
person per ' . 



All you need to do is collect four differently 
numbered tokens from The Times and tele¬ 
phone the booking line above to make your 
reservation. Tickets will be issued on receipt of 
your tokens and booking reference number. All 
bookings must be .made by August 15. 

The offer is subject to availability and the stan¬ 
dard terms and conditions of Belgian Travel 
Service Ltd. This offer is not valid in conjunction 
with any other offer. It excludes midweek stays. 
MonrThucs, in Brussels in September. One child 
aged 241 years sharing parents’ room receives 
33% discount. No family rooms are available. 

Single room supplement r — t- --——i 

is £28 per person per j • j 

£22 in Aug, £32 per j Sip \ 

person in Sept Fri-Sun. L—_ 


SEE TOMORROW’S TIMES'FOR ALL OUR CITY BREAKS OFFERS 
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Fifa intervenes to 
break Ronaldo 
transfer deadlock 


MASSIMO MORATTI, the 
Intemazionale president, is to 
meet Barcelona officials in 
Zurich next Tuesday in a bid 
to resolve their transfer dis¬ 
pute over Ronaldo, the Brazil 
forward. 

Fifa, the game's governing 
body, cleared the transfer on 
Tuesday, but said that inter 
must pay more than the E1S 
million penalty clause in 
Ronaldo's contract. The dubs 
have until July 31 to agree, or 
Fifa will set a fee. 

“There will be a meeting 
with Barcelona in Zurich. on 
neutral territory, on Tuesday, 
July 29." Moratti said as he 
emerged from an Italian 
league meeting in Milan. “The 
move is now settled, espedaliy 
after the decision. The approv¬ 
al of the transfer is the most 
important thing. I feel much 
more relaxed now that a lot of 
things have been cleared up." 

Inter's managing director, 
Luigi Predevai. added that the 


By Our Sports Staff 

20 -year-old striker would ar¬ 
rive from Brazil tomorrow 
morning and undergo prelim¬ 
inary medical tests later in the 
day. Ronaldo is due to meet 
his new team-mates at their 
training ground on Saturday 
and make his debut, albeit a 
brief appearance, against 
Manchester United at the San 
Siro on Sunday. 

Meanwhile. Ronaldo has 
criticised Barcelona for de¬ 
manding even more money 
than the EIS million paid to 
release him from his contract 
in Spain. “Howcan Barcelona 
justify asking for more 
money?" Ronaldo said. “When 
I signed niy contract with 
Barcelona last year, it was 
because I knew that for four 
billion pesetas jaround EIS 
million}. I could leave. Now 1 
want to know why that doesn't 
apply any more." 

Juninho’s move to Atlgtico 
Madrid has reaped an instant 
dividend for the former Mid¬ 


Brighton await verdict 
of Football League 


BRIGHTON will learn today 
if they are to be expelled from 
(he Football League. Brighton 
face the threat of expulsion at 
an extraordinary general 
meeting of Football League 
chairmen over a failure to 
lodge a E500.000 bond - 
requested to secure their sta¬ 
tus while groundsharing with 
another League dub — by a 
June 20 deadline. 

Steve Gritt, the manager, 
who insists he will resign if 
Brighton do leave the League, 
said; “Because of other mat¬ 
ters. it has become harder for 
my players to concentrate on 
the football and be ready for 
the first game. There is the 
threat of expulsion and al¬ 
though I don’t think it will 
come to that, we need to all 
start pulling in the same 
direction." If they survive. 
Brighton are likely to play 
their home matches at Gil¬ 
lingham this season. 

Allan McGraw, the Morton 


manager, has resigned from 
the Bell’s Scottish League first 
division dub. McGraw has 
been with Morton for 31 years 
as player, coach and manag¬ 
er, in addition to a spell in the 
mid-1960s when he was a 
striker with Hibernian. 

He broke the news to his 
players at lunchtime yester¬ 
day and then said: “f do not 
want to go into details, but the 
internal politics at this dub 
have made it impossible to 
manage." 

Morton have been sur¬ 
rounded by takeover rumours 
and suggestions of dissension 
in the boardroom for several 
months. Peter Cormack, the 
assistant manager, recently 
resigned in a cost-saving 
move. 

Tim Flowers, the Black- 
bum Rovers goalkeeper, will 
sit out the start of the FA 
Carling Premiership cam¬ 
paign after an operation to a 
grom injury. 


dlesbrough player. He has 
been recalled to the Brazil 
squad for matches against 
South Korea and Japan next 
month. Juninho, 24. who re¬ 
cently made a E12J5 million 
switch to Spain, fell out of 
favour with Mario Zagallo, 
the Brazil coach, during the 
Olympic Games last summer 
and then during the FA Car¬ 
ling Premiership campaign 
last season, which ended in 
relegation. He subsequently 
sought a transfer to a leading 
Spanish club to rekindle his 
international prospects ahead 
of next year's World Cup and 
the move has paid off without 
Juninho even playing a com¬ 
petitive match for his new 
club. 

“Juninho has a special style 
that can be vital for the team." 
Zagallo said. The coach 
sprang another surprise when 
he also induded Sonny An¬ 
derson. the AS Monaco strik¬ 
er. in the party. Anderson, the 
French league’s player of the 
year in the past two seasons, 
has been consistently over¬ 
looked by Zagallo, who has, in 
the pasr, preferred the impres¬ 
sive pairing of Ronaldo and 
Romario in attack. 

However, Romario is in¬ 
jured and Zagallo. Anderson's 
coach when he played for 
Vasco da Gama, said he 
wanted to try out as many 
combinations as possible be¬ 
fore the World Cup finals in 
France. 

Eight players — induding 
Celio Silva. the new Man¬ 
chester United recruit — who 
were in the squad for Le 
Toumoi in France and the 
Copa America have bent left 
out for the matches against 
South Korea in Seoul on 
August 10 and Japan in Osaka 
three days later. 

Janusz Wojdk. the former 
Olympic coach, will be the 
new Poland national team 
coach, the Polish Soccer Asso¬ 
ciation (PZPN) said yesterday. 
Wojdk. 44. takes over from 
Antoni Piechniczek, who re¬ 
signed last month after a 2-0 
home defeat by England that 
ended Poland's hopes of quali¬ 
fying for the 1998 World Cup. 







Rowers approach Blackfriars Bridge 
m the 283rd Dogged’s Coat and Badge 
race, which folly lived op to forecasts 
that the competition yesterday would 
be the keenest for many years. A 
further prediction by George 
Saunders, the licensing and training 
officer of the Watermen's Company, 
that Mike Russell, from Gravesend, 
was marginally the favourite of the six 
Watermen involved — seemed less 
secure when Nick Howard, also of 
Gravesend, led from the start. 


Matters worsened for Russell when he 
caught his blade on Cannon Street 
railway bridge, the first of the II 
bridges to be negotiated over the five 
miles from London Bridge to Chelsea. 
Howard was still leading at South¬ 
wark Bridge; but Russell had recov¬ 
ered well and only three lengths 
covered the top five men, David Reed 
having been a casualty of the fast pace. 
At Blackfriars. Howard and Russell 
were prominent, but Howard’s steer¬ 
ing was becoming a little suspect and 


RusseQ was ominously at the-lower, 
steadier, rate. By Waterloo Bridge, 
Russell was dear and, fay Hungerfonl 
ridge, Lenny Saunders, of 
Felixstowe, had moved into second 
place. Approaching the fiuwth. Mat 
thew Mays. a rough hut tough scalier, 
also ewertook Howard, who-placed 
last of the four finishers, Russefi 
haring folly vindicated a' com ment 
overheard from a former winner, 
adorned in his red lively, that “whoev¬ 
er leads under Westmister wins" , 


GOLF: SENIORS’ TOUR PUTS SPRING IN STEP OF PROFESSIONAL NEWCOMER 



By Patricia Davies 

BRIAN BARNES, the defend¬ 
ing champion, will be trying to 
limp to a third consecutive title 
when the Senior British Open 
Championship starts at Royal 
Portrush today. John Bland, 
the runner-up in the US 
Senior Open last month, is the 
bookmakers' favourite io win 
the event with odds of 5-2. 
Steve Wild is just happy to be 
playing at all on the rugged 
Antrim coast 

It might be an exaggeration 
to call Wild the new sensation 
of the PGA European Seniors' 
Tour, but the Staffordshire 
man, an amateur until he 
turned 50 last October, has 
been a revelation. In Sweden 
last month, he finished second 
in the Manadans Affarer Se¬ 
niors' tournament, only suc¬ 


cumbing to Noel Ratcliffe, a 
stringy Australian who won 
the Belgian Open and the 
Benson and Hedges Interna¬ 
tional in a previous existence, 
over the final five holes. 

Wild, who is eighteenth on 
the money-list with winnings 
of £12.616, combines golf with 
his business as an industrial 
painting contractor, which he 
runs with the help of Chris, his 
wife. “She makes me feel 
humble," Wild said, “and I 
couldn’t think about doing this 
unless she was 100 per cent 
behind me." 

Wild had no real track 
record as an amateur, other 
than as a steady county player 
who played for Staffordshire 
more than 150 times. He was 
usually too busy to play in the 
big events, although in one 
English Amateur champion¬ 


ship he was reminded of his 
station — he started a match . 
with eight pars and found 
himself five down to a young¬ 
ster called Sandy Lyle. 

Wild, who is still a member. 
at Trentham but" represents 
Whittington Heath on tour, 
entered the professional ranks . 
with a flourish. He finished in . 
a tie for third place at the 
qualifying school in Novem¬ 
ber and said the smile has not. 
left his face since. 

Described by a friend as ' 
“stand-up comic amusing" he 
is easy to like, .but his not 
success is not borne of that 
affability. He is fit and hits the. 
ball a long way, which are 
important factors in. seniors' 
golf and should stand him in 
good stead this week* with the 
daunting Dunluce course 
playing at 6.672 yards.. 


He ,Is not expected to vrin on 
his Open debut ■— after all, -the 
field includes luminaries such 
as Gary Player, Tommy Hor¬ 
ton and Bob Charles — but 
Bland is. The Soufii-African, 
who is seventh on the United 
States money-list, with earn¬ 
ings of more than $300,000 
(about. has yoLto. 

win .ah mdividual event this 
season, but be wan four times 
on the American senior 
last year and is in goodform.. 

Barnes's gotf has improved 
since he resumed smoking 
and went bade to his old dubs, 
but he damaged tendons be¬ 
low his left knee a couple of 
weeks ago and did not know 
whether he would lasr^tfre 
course* "We will just have* lb 
wait and see^" he said -after 
playing 16 hoies^esurfy yester¬ 
day morning. : 



Lomu sets 
date for 
his return 

JONAH LOMU, the New 
Zealand wing, plans to make 
his comeback to rugby union 
when die All Blacks tour 
Great Britain and Ireland to 
November. Lomu is recover¬ 
ing from a kidney disease. 

NEW ZEALAND TOUR ITINERARY: 
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□ Martin Corry. 23. has 
joined Leicester, a move that is 
likely to lead to legal action 
from Bristol, his previous 
dub. Bristol claim Corry, who 
had been the dub raptain, has 
a year outstanding on Ids 
contract at the Memorial 
Ground. Cony, a flanker, was 
capped by England in May 
and June. 

Boxing: Robert McCracken, 
the Commonwealth middle¬ 
weight champion, is to Tetum 
to the ring in Boston on 
August 23. McCracken, who 

will be boxing for the first time 

in tite United States, has also 
switched' his paining base 
from Birmingham to Califor¬ 
nia: He is still waiting to 
discover who he will meet, 
lacrosse: The 17-2 win over 
Scotland by the England 
women’s team and the 9-4 
victory over the Czech Repub¬ 
lic by tite men's side means 
that both are through to the 
■finals of the European cham¬ 
pionships and are cm course to 
retain their titles for the third 
successive year. 

Cycling: Yvonne McGregor 
came .within. 033Ssec of her 
British championship 3,000 
metres pursuit record in the 
qualifying round - for this 
year’s event with a time of 
3min 35.963sec. Her ride on 
the Manchester indoor velo¬ 
drome put her more than 16 
'seconds dear of Michelle 
WazxLfiie second-fastest qual¬ 
ifier.".^ 

Tennis: Danny Sapsfard is 
Great Britain’s lone survivor 
mtfce Northern Electric Open 
at’ Newcastle after beating 
Mitrtinlee, foe former world 
junior No I from Worthing. 
6-1.7-5 in the first round. 

Hockey. Jon Wyatt of Read- 
Ing, the England captain, was 
named premier League player 
of fheypar for the second time 
in Milton Keynes last night 
Thefirst division prize went to 
Alan' Stores,.'foe Doncaster 
player-coach. .. 
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home when you buy a Lantra 

Seven hundred and 
sixty three litres of petrol. 
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BASEBALL 


AMERICAN LEAQUE: Bosun < Oakland 3; 
Cleveland C aeaffle Z. Detroit 6 Chicago 
Wvto Sov 3; Mew Ys*t\ YnnKees S Anaheim 
Z Toronto 5 MSwautee S: Mmnesoia 3 
Karoas Oty 2: Baltimore 9 Texas 3 
NATIONAL LEAGUE: Atlanta 4 Chicago 
Cobs 1 (first game); Chicago Cubs S 
Atlanta (srcondgainej-Cmdm3tJ 7 Florida 
6 Cotoraoo 11 Montreal 9 (12ms); 
Houston 4 S: Louis 2. Los Angdes B New 
York Meta 3. San Disgo 3 Pittsburgh 2 San 
Francisco 8 Riladetphia 5 


CYCLING 


TOUR DE FRANCE: Sevwnmnth stage 
(Fnbcurg to Colmar. 21Stm| 1,NSae#ian3 
(Aus. Frwonat 4fr S4mn 38sec; 2. O 
Camenzjnd I'Smc. Mapei) at 3s«r 3. V 
E>jmov (Russ. US PostaTi. 4 L Rota fFr. 
TVMi; 8 E Del*ef fHofl FLJbObanM. 6 J 
Paocu-i fSp Kelme). 7. B Jiiich (US. 
Cohdci: 8.3 Ouacbakov (Ukr, Pott',; 9 P 
Fbtaoin iBei. Loooj: 10. C f4engm (Ft. La 
Frarvwe des Je«). 84. M Soandn (G8. La 
Frangaiag des Jeuty 3nwi S8sec Leading 
overaB positions: 1. J UTrrch (Gar. 
TeW-omi ZTtrm 4fi9flC. 2. R Wwnque 
iFr. Festcrui .u 6rrm 22sec: 3. M Panram [It, 
Mwcatcre Unoi 10-13. 4. F Esoarin pp. 
hefmei 16 OS. 5. A Giano (Sp. BanesUt 
l6 40.EFC«agrandefll.SaoCT) 1714,7. 
B K« (Den. Tstokom) 1807. B. J Jur^ner 
!Sp. Banesro) 23-42. 9 fl Conti (ft. 
Mercaone Unol 28'C: 10. L Dufaux iSwc. 
Fei " 


MANCHESTER: BCF rational track c#win- 
pronshtps: Open 4.000m pursuit. Som- 
flnata: 0 Steel (Manehesler Pfioenw) 4mrr 
34 722tsstc tx J Oay tManchesUr Phoerwl 
4.35 842. R Haytes fTeam Ambrosial 
44i2i57 b; M Bmgworh tKartow CO 
4-47M1 Final Hayies a B Sm 
tMai-dicaer Pnorrw) it 158912 TNW 
piece. Oay 4 34 879 bt ttrngwonh 
441249 Open 50km Madsen- 25km 
heats: Heat one; 1. S Cooe (WS Bta 
Group) and N Hoban funam lOulx 2 R 
Ha/tea and RW3Laim (Team Ambtosa^ 17 
lei one lapi. 3 C BaO and J Taylor (Harter* 
CC1 U ratanotapl Heat two: J Clay and B 
Steel iMarcnestw Frtoana) 22pts. 2 A 
Gibb (Condor Cyctm RTI a>d A Sandetrs 
(Harigw CO 16. 3. R Chapman end S 
VJhasombo (CSV of Edrftoigh RT) T5 
Women's 2SLm points race. 1. S Bayden 
CRT) 31pts.2.MWtard iCoritor 
a RT) 2S; 3. M Jdinscn (Team Lussoi ■ 
_ Tone 3728.516 Open KeWE Final 1 
P Jaacii?? rCcy Of EOncutoh' BT). 2. R 
Jeflenes [Brotfaft Gycfes). 1 A WAfcitfJ (CC 
Lancsl Last 200 m n 11 330SK 


Cydos 
23 Tot 


FOOTBALL 


UEFA CUP; First quaWving round: 
Batatas (MalS) 0 Sp»Wt Tma« (SKwa- 
to) t 

GERMAN LEAGUE CUP: Semi-final: TIB 

SfuHgart 3 Kailauhe 0 

PRE-SEASON GAMES: obuce ag 3 


CRICKET 

Fourth Ojmhril Test match 
110. frst day uFSkt. 90 <xm 
mtumum 

HEAdNOLEY; England v AiBtrahi 

Trsur mateft 
MO tint day it four 
HOVE Suaaeii vPahslan A 

Britannic Assurance 
county chwnpKNwHp 
r i.C. second day or .'our KM i»«s 
rffwnufn 

CHE STEflFE LP: Dartiyshre v . 
CLarmtgen 

CHELMSFORD: Esse* v 
Wbrcestarstwe 

CHO.TENHAM: GaucesMfsfnfs v. 

. Durham 

SOUTHAJlffTON; Hampshre v 
L ancashire 

LSCesrrEftt La ces t oroh tte v 
Notwighamehtre 
LORD'S: MkJdtewtv Kent - 
NORTHAMPTON: N ort ha mptonstute u 
Surrey 


Tufltey Rouen 1; Dagenham and Red¬ 
bridge 4 Lesion Orient Si St Atoms 0 
Tottenham M 2; Bervnck 0 York Cdy 1; 
Stranraer 1 Si Unen 1; UnfietcM Burnley 2, 
Morecambe « Doncaster RnversO; NemryO 
Trarnwe Ftaiws. V. Stromsgodaat (Kor) 1 
Wimbtedon 2. Kvmnherad (Nor)-1 Porto- 
mouth 6. Gimgharii 1 Owens Parte 
Rangers UCotchesteri Baton Wanderers 
1: Aldershot Town 1 Outbid Urfled 4; Srt*a 
Ccy 0 Everton 2. Rotherherri 2 Bamsiey 1: 
Newtown 0 Smwsbuy 3, Scunthorpe 0 
lffees» Crty 4. Tartondge 2 D*w 2; Wart 
Bromwch Attnon 0 Chebea 2. YooW 0 
Bristol Rowers 2. Cartafe 3 Motherwnfi 3: 
K-dderminstar Hamas 1 MaDcJesfetd 2; 
LfCO 1 Chamon 2. Dunoafc 0 Rarth Rowers 
Z. Si Renos 1 Faflnik 2, Sr Patrick’s AiNeik: 
3 Petertjoiouoh 1; Shamracfc Rowers 0 
Preston 2. wnadown 1 Htoemierr Z 
Hastings 0 Port Vale 2. Harnpwn 1 
Famborough 2. Bray Warxfcrers 0 St 
Johnstone 0; Pans* 0. Aston Wta 3 


GOLF 


HANKLEY COMMON: Engflsh women's 
amrtmir strakeptsy championship: First 
round Leadens: 71: L Tuphofme pVonh- 
efifle). E DuggieOy (Mahon and Norton). 72: 
L Waters (Cnewinl 73: G Nutter (Formby 
Ledtol 75: A VWweley (West H*l. J Lamb 
(Wes WTsl 7ft D Rushworfh 
(WoodcoiTendQ, K Knowles (VAaptosdoni, 
A Mutrey (Lancaster). K Egtoid pWpsNro). 
K Tayta (Sandlord £p»r>fl4). 7r. F Brown 
iHeswaB). C Court (Gocdwood). 7ft R Page 
(Henbuty) . 

WELLS: Gotf Foundetton Weetabbc age 
group ch em pionshigs; Hegtonal flnat 
Boys: Under Tfl: 6ft R Peneu (Ctewdon). 
UndsMft 7ft C Soaton (Yeovfl. Under 14: 
70- M Watkins {Barton.on Sea) and J 
Watson iDrayion Park); WaMfis won.cn 
counibech. Ortu Uhder 17:78: M Fossott 
■Broome MaroO Under IS 89: L Bkins 
Wttlsj 


LACROSSE 


STOCKWLM: European ohamplonshtos: 
Men Scotl a nd 4 Wales 16 : EngtandB 
Catch Republic ■> Sweden 12Garimany2; 
WSes 6 Sweden KL Women: Germany 2 
Sweden 2 ScoCtfxl 2 Caertti Republic 9; 
England 6 Wales 4: England 17Scot land 2. 


ROWING 


OOGGETTS COAT AND BADGE RACE 
(London Bridge to Chelsea Bridge). 1. U 
Russes {Gravesend) 30mn ISsec. Z L 
Saunders (Fefcertom). 3. M Maya (EriBij; 4. 

N Hcwara letmeaerrt; M Spans**. 
(Mifohumi and D Reed (Poplar) drrt. . 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


TOUT MATCH. Aj£tn«*i 
Slates 24 Barta Vaurg bans 8 
Park Metfxxmw) 


SHOOTING 


BISLEY: NRA Imperial merttog: dementi 


Nocn. ftetdafd Aw, fW nnrs minimum. 
EOGBASTON: Warwfchshirev 
Somerset 

SECOND X> OWaPtWSHff*; Second 
day of three: CateMbury: Kerf V MrJdto- 
sat tXmstabte:Nwharwtonshs«irO«tjy- 
sfwe The Owst Surrey v. Somerset 
soehutt WatwcksNm v dorro^torthra. 
Wocsster. Warcestersiwe y Ess«c Third, 
day of tour. Chestorto-Sttwt Ombarti y 
NMbighamstorB. Pontypridd: damorganv 
Hampshra. 

FOOTBALL. 

uat-oS/30 

PRE-SEASON MATCHES: Ayr v CawSty 
Cif)' Haiiiapooi unttod u Motharwea. 

OTHER SPCW 

.GOLF: Senior Briuh Open, (al Royal 
H omart H 

SPEEDWAY: ate Laegue: (psMlcn v 
Peterborough (7J3BI. Predrier League: 
Sheffield u Arena Es5«f7 30), 

TENNIS: Nortem Etoctrlc nemstiarar 
Open (m Jesmonj): Eurooesn undv-ie 
cnompicnshipo (m Hahekfl: county 
■ChaurttaWfiips (hr 



150 22. 3, A _ 

15021. Ste ward 

,. .1. OGRE 587.70; 2, 
EfaftYtatowrurth 582.70. 
'Corporation Trophy 0 ,000 yd# Th, G 

Wfcrt3W»t|toddsreflok1} SW^Sledon 
, t V* M Wood (Huddtorttald). 
Hussto bin Mrt ( Mst n y n le) and A Barnes 
(Bedordsn^ 50.10. Monday Aggregtoa: 

D DofcfMRanrJ) 1«Z0. E“ 

gsto (Long Rengea)- 1. S 
sort 146.18:2, J Warbulo 
145.15^3, JMesesr(NLRd 14B.T2 Young 
Rtttoman'a Aagregatir 1. □ Crewtard 
(CanarfianCB*ts)T5Q20:2.GMcEncbam 

(Cenadtei Cadate) 148.18; p, Res (Cam- 

brtdge U) 148 22 Paten Aggregate (Lorv, 
HapgriL l, A.Marton.(qwri94a2: A-T 
FW«b fManchasof) 191£Q; 3, Messer. 
193.18. Donaldson Memorial Aggregate 

and IrflOOjds):. 1 r 1 Shaw fSd 
» 14&1ft 2. J : Warbunon 

MS.1S ft Messer 145.1ft 

jate posUons: 1, S Cofikne 

(Wndtod 41A84- 2, A LDckrtBn (Ssdg^: 
moor) 4175ft 3. FAJsutS.Wewnsai (RAR 
316 57:4.0 Dodds ffimdflq 31653: B, A 
Rtew- (Upphghtsn VeW 41 &5n 5 i Shaw 
tOo Epsonsarsfl 4155ft Coarity chsmp- 
torwhlp (Short Range): i, Somerset 
788.11ft ft Notok 787.123: 3. Honlbtd- 
shiro 796.104. httonSinSoes short beige: 
1. RAF 1.17M6BC ft'.Regular Army 
1.164 1371 3. TentlOrtal Amy J/J4& 122. 


spsdwAy 


&JTC LEAGueBratflord 55 Wbtartiamp- 


TENNTS 


WTZBfta: teAjtauranwnb First 

rounrfc B Kerttecher (Owl bt J Ondns Bit 

7^frft CCorfe^ bt6«wi«(SplSr 
6-2: L Arnold (Aron* D Oreartc tArSf ftv 
W: J Atorwo (S3teMHptlAurtKff 7^ 


awsCTBffjSw 

srttaaer (Au8tna)52 rat J AWaca {Stf bt 



Second rounrfc S-Omtfei (Qj-ttf.f 
Champion Frre-ft'B-ftM FStoninjruitt 
A Voft® ftosJ ftft 6ft 
SJM'JJSW.JS H Dreelmwn 

Mtno26A.6-i;G Bmco (Sp) wFl. 

||iWP' 

UMAG. Croatia: Man's tournament: First 
PSS“iJAMartipp)^ 

nft^sssjes 
“wwasasins- 




A Potet_grt«A Pms( (Romj M, T«; K 

6-ft ftft IsStStt i 
6-1. 6-2; A Votoea 
(Romj 8ft 7-ft 
JESMOND: Norihara Bactrie men's inter- 
naBonefc Fkst roonri: D Sepetard (GB) tat M. 
LeefoO) 6-1 i 7-ft A Betotxaidb ptos) bt J 
Afi«<Sw) 4ft 7-ft 6-1 • G Galmbere (H) bt 
•N Bjurto dt) 7-52-1 nst: j Patent fFr)« B 
Qrtf (StowonW) W. 6-t; J imaz (Sp) bf S 

PtapaeaMo m 7-5,'^tt O Burteza bt C 
wi Ganse prt 7ft 3ft 7ft F Samoro 
© hr F Dondo (Urol 6 - 1 , Sft T Guaroioto 
jrribtO Serrano (tt) 6ft 6ft A Baotsch (Fn 
«&Mutts (Ft) 7ft 6-2 - 

LOS ANG&ES: Man's ttMiwnent: Brat 
jtrond: G tvarsseWc (Cro) bt N Godwin (SAt 
7ft 6ft M Ptfittoortorta <Au« bl R J&2 
iBr) 1ft 6ft 7ft R Kra 
Onaucka tSAJ 6-4,6-4; J 
.Stattord fSM 7ft 7ft SS 

gw»@ M. 6ft: e- 

Boar, Bis) 6-4. 6ft B Black 
6ft«ftMBhupalN 
7ft 7ft J GtmrtsiL- 
7ft 6ft O Qalaftra 
^64. ■ ' . 

STANFORD. GaWbmbc Women's touna- 
mwte- Brat rounrfc L Raymond (Ug bt F 
. Luhjart (tt) 6ft 6ft L W« (US) tt LMcNd 

^,W^?ss , E ‘tEssA; 

bt P Hy-6cniai» (Cfln) 6-3, 6-2 R 
wwjteB. bt 0 BantesnseNkcra (BcM 6- 
.A Jft SCadctua btA:QFoesman(LS s- 

Srjnlbnr fieri 64,6ft 
MWtetoovfltairtXJ IWatqy pan} 6fl. 6ft 

CMatSiBi S jSSpoanan (Aw) flft 

HAIHsl O: European under-16 champi- 
oitahipK Etoysc^aioond round: M Peas 
bt.A Machto jOai 6ft flt-1;' A 

btS Oidwon CSBfrO, 6 

Q SHkS?& ftftAU S^HrawtetaiaoSt- 
nta) «H Cb*i (6&14ft Tft W - 
Wl< ^AW: Women's tourn a ment: ■ F*»t 
M^tasMOart bt s *VWeTBefl M. 

. M. 5ft i«: 0 Oftodtaa (C5)JX J KandrtT 


Htonpahteia ndMeo f Wight. B BedaMB ft 
ft; .Surrey-7 


POOLS Divroaros. 


SSSWOOSr Trebfe char«::.Z4 

Eight homes. hSoo Sbe am 

c«,w.. ' . - _ ;■ % r. i-j?. 
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fresh case of 



By Richard Evans, racing correspondent 


THE conflicting demands of 
racing’s various customers are 
perfectly reflected in the 1998 
fixture list published yester¬ 
day — which includes six 
meetings in addition to Epsom 
being staged on Derby day. 

Although there has" been 
considerable - criticism sug¬ 
gesting the large number of 
meetings detracts from the 
most important Flat race of 
the year, the British 
Horseradrig Board - (BHB) 
concluded there was no evi¬ 
dence to support that view — 
and h decided additional fix¬ 
tures benefit other courses, the 
belting industry and racing's 
finances. 

Apart from Derby day at 
Epsom, the first Saturday ; in 
June will have afternoon 
meetings at Doncaster. Hay- 
dock and over the jumps at 
Worcester, while evening fix¬ 
tures are being staged at 
Newmarket, on the all-wea¬ 
ther at Wolverhampton and 
jumping at Newton Abbot 

Paul Greeves, the BHFs 
racing director, yesterday ac¬ 
knowledged the differing 
views which extend to the 
BHB beard itself. “There is a 
clear divergence of.view about 
Derby day and it was careful¬ 
ly considered by the fixtures 
allocation group and the 
board. It was not just glossed 
over and ignored.- • 

“The board% collective view 
was that the factors suggest¬ 
ing the number of fixtures on 
Derby day should be main¬ 
tained outweighed those sug¬ 
gesting the opposite. Those 
views included confirmation 
of the position of the off-course 
betting market that they want 
four fixtures in the afternoon, 
which maximises turnover, 
the levy and. therefore, income 
to racing. 

“The strong view from the 
racecourses involved was that 
they see racing at the .same 
time as the - Derby as an 
opportunity for than to play 
their part to promote the 
Derby through their own fix- 
ture_in areas where, people 
geographically are unlikely to 
travel io Epsom which, form- ■ 
nately, is bursting at the 
seams anyway." . 


Greeves continued: “So we 
cany the Derby to racing 
aficionados at these courses. 
We will be asking them to give 
further emphasis to that. 
Many of them .this year al¬ 
ready centred their fixture 
around the Derby and showed 
it at the track — so it will be 
Derby day ar the other fixtures 
as well." 

Sir Thomas PLBdngton, se¬ 
nior steward of die Jodcey 
Club, is understood to be one 
of those who believes passion¬ 
ately Derby day is special and 
should not be cluttered up 
with so many Other fixtures. 
“The board took the view that 
the fixtures on Derby day. m 
the way the fixture list is 
constructed, do not damage 
the Derby and. in feet, give an 
opportunity for other courses 
to promote it," Greeves added. 
“There was nothing that hap¬ 
pened on Derby day this year 
to suggest it damaged it; quite 
the opposite.*. 

John Gosden, who sent out 
Benny The -Dip to win this 
year’s Epsom classic; said he 
could understand the geo¬ 
graphical reasons for Doncas¬ 
ter and Hay dock, and had no 
disagreement with the eve¬ 
ning meeting at Newmarket 
“but I can! see the point in 
Wolverhampton or Worcester. 

I think four meetings in addi¬ 
tion to Epsom is quite 'suffi¬ 
cient. You do cheapen it by 
having so many others.* 

Sue Ellen, managing direc¬ 
tor of United Racecourses, 
which includes Epson, under¬ 
stands why other' courses 
want . to hold meetings, 
athough they do not benefit 
the Derby. “The main concern 
is that the extra meetings take 
up a lot of newspaper space. 
All the cards have got to be 
printed and that is space we 
are not getting for the Derby." 
she said. . »••••. 

-Apart from the Derby con¬ 
troversy. the 1998 fixture list 
confirmed that Ascot has been 
granted a meeting on the same 
day as the Lingfidd Derby 
Trial meeting, while. Carlisle 
is known to be unhappy with 
Newcastle's. Northumberland 
Plate meeting being extended 
to three days. ' 


MARC ASPLAND 



Some of the faces who helped swell attendances to record levels at last season’s Cheltenham Festival 

Cheltenham to limit crowds 


By Richard Evans 

A CROWD limit of 50.000 is to be 
introduced on each day of the National 
Hunt Festival at Cheltenham next 
March. The action follows complaints 
by spectators about conditions at this 
year’s meeting. • 

' More than 5S.000 people were 
crammed into Prestbury Park oh Chel¬ 
tenham Gold Cup day. which made 
conditions uncomfortable for large num¬ 
bers of customers. Some vowed never to 
return to the home of National Hunt 
racing unless crowd controls were 
introduced. 

The welcome decision to restrict 
numbers follows comments received by 
the racecourse and market research. 
Cheltenham, which celebrates its cente¬ 
nary next year..took account of the 24 
per cent growth in festival attendances 
since 1993 and “the desire expressed by 
many visitors to enjoy the racing in a 
greater degree of comfort". 


Next year will be the first time 
Cheltenham has limited attendances in 
all enclosures, and yesterday the execu¬ 
tive was at pains to stress that it will be 
“essential" to book in advance for Gold 
Cup day in the Club, Tattersalls and 
Courage enclosures. 

The new controls are likely to have 
limited effect on the first two days of the 
meeting, as 41,629 and 42.984 respective¬ 
ly attended on theTuesday and Wednes¬ 
day this year — compared to 58300 on 
the Thursday. 

Edward Gillespie, managing director 
of Cheltenham, said yesterday: “We 
have listened to the comments of our 
racegoers and shall keep the crowd 
levels under review. Unlike other major 
meetings which limit Club and Tatter¬ 
salls. our Courage enclosure is one of the 
most popular areas on the course, and it 
is equally important to limit attendance 
there. 

“We shall be promoting the availabil¬ 
ity of badges and tickets from early 


August to ensure that everyone planning 
to attend is made aware of these 
arrangements." 

Tristram Ricketts, chief executive of 
the British Horseraring Board (BHB). 
was among those who praised Chelten¬ 
ham’s move. 

He said: “Cheltenham’s decision is an 
excellent example of a racecourse listen¬ 
ing and responding to its customers. The 
National Hunt Festival was dearly in 
danger of becoming a victim of its own 
success, but this responsible action by 
the executive will ensure that a high 
priority rightly continues to be accorded 
to the comfort of the racegoer." 

Tony Roestenburg. chief executive of 
Letheby & Christopher, which provides 
much of the catering at the festival 
added: “Congestion within the bars at 
Cheltenham has made it difficult for 
customers to buy food and drink and to 
enjoy it in comfort. Restriction of crowd 
numbers will address this problem to the 
benefit of all." 



THUNDERER . . 

2.00 OUTSOURCING <nap). i3S Feel A Line. 3.10 
lire -Son.' 3.40 :Interdream. 4.10 Chln- 
, 4.40 Resist The Force. 


GOING-FIRM 

DRAW: 5F-1M. LOW NUMBERS BEST 


SIS 


2.00 BF W00DMGDEAH MEDIAN AUCTION 
MAIDEN STAKES (2-Y-0: £3,096:61209yd) (12 rannets) 

1 W 60 ALDWYCH ARROW 28 M BflOW-- Mfridon. 85 

? XII) 04 APPi'ABO 10MOwn*5-0 „ -RHuutaS 76 

3 (1) 0242 0UT501W3MG * P Cate 9-0—..C 


0 RLEV19 R Burton 9-0---TSpnfta - 

425 SEHATOHY14 RHarem 90-WJOTBBBf 88 

66 SMLETSWJwrtSM - ---_.:_WRyta 83 

2 AEGEAN OWN 8 (BF) R (tenon 50 — Dne OTU 91 

00 BLUEBERRY ID Stan 8-9-D OtXnohte 0} 64 

CQLiEWLLEUJawM.. — H Tatars . — 

3 MWHNGZ2M Stated B-9..-Jtainn 75 

02 nCW BY 22 J Outap 8-6-G Cartel 85 

060 PHANTOM WATERS 12 BJotaanHauglton60 ACM 81 
ran, M Fku By. 6-1 AageanOwn. 13-2 M S»Knry. 
12-1 Awwbo.BflT.T4-T often 


4 JB1 

5 nn 

6 (5) 

7 (31 

8 {61 

9 m 

10 (101 
n 0) 
12 (21 
7-4 Data 


2.35 ROCK GARDENS CLAIMING STAKES 

(£2,277:61209yd) (17) 

1 (12) M0 KU.VHE 13 in W Ita 4-9-8 __S Orem 

2 .(S) 0-44 KBQSHARMCKY36 (CD.F) F Wton4-9-8 DHsfafld 

3 (3) 0001 RAW110 (BjLF) Mss G Mfexry 4-9-0 RFtrradip] 

4 .11) 0000 COASTGUARDSHBW9 Ullte 4-8-12 . R Hughes 

5 («) 8000 CRYSTAL IOGHTS 9 (CD/.O) R O'Sultan 34-12 

SYBitMft 

(16) 6100 DARK UBIACE 9 (B.C0B E Btata 5-6-12 S Career (7) 
(7) 5004 JUUEESCHOLAR8GLIkm4-6-12 _ CfedyMantt 
(4) 0645 8LAZMBCASTLE 41 W6UTuna3-6-11 DMcStem 

01) 0 AISTaSSUOSiam4-3-9_DOfflTRJL 

(13) 1318 Rfi. A U1E10 (BBFX0J.S) 0 Utahan 34-7 UTetari 

16) -400 CHOP*B(B1 RJcheontaupun3-6-5-ACM 

(in 0836 PEARL DAWN 9tCffijP date I-8-5 ... Dm DIM 
(9J 0344 PRWCE OP FORTlIC 10 M BtBEtod 34-S . JttWl 

00) MO WRRGHF0URLK1?(VJXF6)UTaapfcas3-W DBgp 
(151 0006 DURABLE GEORGE 13 J HM 38-3 . — A0*(5) 

" 8204 OKAYBABnO_pJBoteTM-Tfaate 

PCAR0421 


80 


) 421 D OWeo 3+1 . = G Carter - 


<2) 00- CAPTAIN! 

3-1 Ktags Harmony. 5-1 fail 6-1 Crystal HergMs, 8-1 Feel A Li*. Pearl Dam. 
10-1 Otay Bat*. 12-1 Ktee Btang Cede Wro 01 Frrtj*. 14-1 retort 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAHB1S: U Ms. 7 mam barn 25 nine* 28 0%. 3 Mfecns 3 
Iran 12. 25 BY JBatop. 11 bom 53.20 BY S Woods, 5 Iran 25, 
20 DY Mss G tofleway. 11 tore 56.19 B%. 

JOCKEYS: R IWrii, 13 nteners tore 67 tides. 194V Dana DVflU 
16 tom 94.1 74%; R Ftoneh. 3 tore 19. I SB*. J D SnUb. 4 torn 30. 
133V S Mtetl 14 tore 106.13JV 0 Hefted. 7 tom 54,110% 


3.10 


KINGSTON SELLING HANDICAP 

(£1,985:lm 31196yd) (9) 

1 (7J 2042 5004POP8CBrtHn 2-100 . _ . WJO'Connor ® 

2 (2) 6036 SOVEREIGN CREST 33 CHogsi 4-9-11 . D Kofand 38 

3 (6) 4402 SAPPHRE SON 3 (C.G| P Cute 5-W . R Ftanch (3) 85 

4 (8) 40-6 TYROLEANDANCBI 21 S Wtoods 3-94 . DB«p 98 

5 ill 1530 Om PROTEGE27(F| Mrtl Jarfl5-9-2 DWtans(7» S3 

6 (3) 3040 UATOEO 5 (US) J CuGun 6-9-2 _ . .... V Safety 80 

7 (91 5400 HARLBUN WALK 15 (DJjI R (TStean 6-98 JQttal 65 

B [Si 0035 R1NWGHfi3MFateOTn-Gafter3-8-13 DareOTM 88 

9 (4) 0060 IUGAUALA 17 (C/I R team b-B-12.N Adams 90 

3-1 Santa Son 7-2 Soda Pop 9-2 Swttaffi QeA 7-1 Kim Protege. tantquo 
rtak. B-1 Tyratar One. Riming Free 14-1 etev 


3.40 PEVStSEY HANDICAP 

(3-Y-0: £2^77. tin II 209yd) (10) 

1 (101 6151 WHffS THAT MAN 8 (COfl S mams. 9-10 160 J 

DHcilswf 

2 (3) 0-62 CEANDTHUS 24 *1 rta&e. 9-7 . ._ 5 Dream 

3 (81 3-30 LDCHLASS20£ Woo*9-7 .. . . WJO'Connor 

4 (4) 40D MTERDREAM B iCi) fl Haman 9-7 . . Dane OTteffl 

5 (7) -660 B€ TRUE 10 6 L Moore 9-4 _ . Ca*y Uorb 

6 (1) 0(Bn MliAN BUZE 22 P Harea 9-2 ... . CU»te(5) 

7 (5) 0445 CASHES 8UIWW 13 CCpcr 9-1 . .AWhetapr 

B (91-040 MAST® BOBBY 8 R Flow 8-1 . _ J Fonfc (7) 

9 (2) 0403 KBEM WATERS 6 (BIJArnoU 7-10 N Adams 

10 (6) 06-6 STCS ELECTTC 161J Bi-Uget 7-10 . . R Mute (5 ( 
114 Wotaan. 3-1 Wbo's Ra Man. 9-2 Ceanote. 11-2 Carts Earnmj. 
Rare War,. 8-1 Uxtau. 14-1 Be Irw. 16-1 oden 


4.10 JOE BLANKS MEMORIAL CHALLENGE CUP 

(Handicap- 3-Y-O £3.518:71214yd) (6) 

1 (4) 2365 SENS AMD WONDERS 14 L LfX 9-7 . W Ryan 98 

2 (31-030 0UVDl2CHanre>9-3.DHoiuwl 97 

3 D 0510 AROIMTORE AUJSS 19(BFJHTlAlh8-11 AChrV 98 

4 HI 0200 CFMGAGHG00K 22 (B| P Kane 6-10 C Loate (5j fB 

5 iSl 4300 MSIY CAY 8 (C.Df .0 5 0m 0-10 . taneOTfedl 94 

6 (6) -000 CHAW REACTION 24 flXF) U Jarvis6-5 . . GCam 98 

74 Signs And Wandas. 4-1 Mely Cay. 9-2 Olnre 5-1 CHngadqceA, 11-2 Arand 
tore Atts 12-1 Ctaei HeatUnt 


4.40 PRESTON PARK LIMITED STAKES 

(£2.277:51213yd) (9) 

1 14} 5462 CORMQf QUES18 (CJU.Gl U Claaiar 4-9-5 RHatfes 97 

2 (3i 0442 RESET THE MMX 10C Ctta 7-9-5 . R Final* (3) 87 

3 i'i 000 AGWA 8 FCO.Fj J iiarp 8-9-2 .PDoe(7j M 

4 loi 0300 GWESPtfi 13 (F.S|RHjiubo 4-9-2 . DaBeOTM g 

5 12’ 2Z25 SHARP KPS (B.CD.F) R Ftoo 7-9-i . . Sftwne 93 

S tl) 0041 TFff FRSXY FAfUER 1 (D/5) W 6 U Tisiw 4-9-2 

DUcfidfa(7| 84 

7 -H (HH ALWAYS GRACE 8 «.COf|tastoltaay 5-6-U AQark 87 

8 ISl -MD CSANDK 16 |D5l A TuwJi 4-8-13 -A My (51 B1 

9 (7i 0000 SV\£R(VISE7IBJJE)APJones36-6 JDSn*(3[ S7 

3-1 'Jorj Imp, 7-2 Corarhe Qoea 4-7 Read The race 11-2 AMays Gate. 7-1 
CcbKfine. 6-1 Dai Fte*y Farms 101 Surer Hise 14-1 odiais 

BUKKEREO FIRST TIME: Brighton: 2 3S Mnor Four Ue 310 
Mapengo 4 10 ChregacriBOoli 4 40 SBwnr Purse Sandown Part 
4 25 Mtthuk 


BT’s ISDN lines 
can send a document 
in less time than 
it takes to 
phone the bike 
company. 

U/•. - ■ J , .' . h /y.--> ' 

t7 Ss f /'V t - f ft \ w 

1 A.-lS-s f . (■ iv*'j v 

i 

To connect for only £20 more than a normal BT phone line 

’Freefone 0800 800 800 


- -WCTT.I icnrive 11.07 FDH 0W44PLC. COwfunOn IU 01 o IO JUO i LIIBJ 

F-A.U1FHMUM CONTRACT PEMOO 3 YEAHS. OUAFlTERLY LME RSdAL C133.75 (EX KAT). 


YESTERDATS RESULTS 


Bath 

Going: firm 

2.1b (1m 31 144yd) 1. PAY HOMAGE 
(Matti Dwyer, 7-1). Z Mtosfertuna (3 
DuffleW. S-13 lav). 3. Poppers (E Doyte. 7- 
II ALSO RAN-10RussunOtoe. Siar^acJi 
(6(h). IB Newport Kited MOT. 40 Java 
Shrew (6UR. 100 Wesrem Pteyboy S ran 
Htl 11. S. nk. a. I Balding ai Kirigscterc. 
Tote E10.10. El 60. Cl 10. El 30 DF 
ES80. CSF £1065 

2.45 (1m 5yd) «. BLUE IMPERIAL (M 
Henry. 5-2 tavj, 2. Samara Song fS 
Sarvfere. 3-1): 2. Soay Tam (R Fhencn. 

5- 1) ALSO RAN 11-2 Nigh! Wr*. |5OT 10 
Paddy's Rice (4th). 11 Final Slab. 14 
Norman Conquest (8hi 7 ran 31.2V. 1.4.1. 
SI, ll. J HBfc ai Lamboum. Tote £3 BO; 
£1 80, Cl to. DF £2 30 CSF: £8.43. 

3.15 (im 3 48yd) 1. FARUOST (G 
Dufflekt 4-1). 2. Specs Race (K FaJton. 7- 
2): 3. Danzas (T Spruce. 7-4 raw-) ALSO 
RAN- 5 Alaflak (Uhl. Pmar Diamp |5tfH. 20 
ShrttingMoon(Ethj bran Shhd.fl. ».nh. 
}fL MPiescoo al Newmarket Tote: E52D. 
Cl 80. £210 DF: £1240 CSF C1742 

3.45 (51 11yd) 1. ITS ALL RELATIVE (C 
Lowttar. 15-81.2. Fast Tampa (T Sprahe, 

6- 11:3. Tempus Fog« (B Doyte, 8-13 tan*} 
3 ran. NR: Hunteaood 71, 21. J Bern at 
Cockeitwm. Tote-C?60 DF. £<60 £SF. 
£8 33. 

4.15(201134yd) 1 BRIGHTER BYFAAH 
(T 5prate. 15-11. 2. Shadkwan (S 
Sanders, 8-1). 3, ManBano (Matin Dwyer, 
8-5 lav) ALSO RAN 6 Lantfort, 5 Coh 
Sto No (4th), 10 Coleridge (Sh) 12 Royal 
Clcua Stfi), 20 Beauciiamp Wteu. 40 
UjcwotoR. 9 ran. Sti hd. 51. 2m 71. 9! N 
Graham fll Newmartcei. Tore £25120 
£4.30. £1.40, £140 DF- C3&30 Trio- 
£14,90. CSF £119 66 Trete.22a.B1. 
4A5 (SI 161yd) 1. HARD TO FIGURE (P P 
Murpny 10-1); 2. Sorp Pearl (3 
WMworth. 10-1): 3. Ansellman (P Rob- 





SANDOWN 101 2011 

ImUOHTON 11021 202 


Uteii»r«—*<»■■ VM.JT5T1 


erts, 11-2) ALSO RAN- 11-4 lav KJdee 
Lad |5(W. 5 Vdory Team. 7 AF^Crn (4lhj. 
Mreanii. 9 B&aj Verdure l€*h) 8 tar r#. 
14*1. a. 1. sh hd. 51 R Ftoda« al SotT-aion 
Tale- D590. £270 £300. CISC' DF 
£45 70 CSF £23 88. Tncaa E5J7 95 
Pbcapct £123.70. 

Ouadpat £784)0. 

Catterick Bridge 

Going: good io tan (good in pieces.) 

Z30 (50 1 CROSS THE BORDER (Aim 
Greaves. 11-10 tail- 2. Yrjung Ben (G 
Parian. 12-1). 3. Imp Express (Date 
Gteon. 20-1 1 - 4 Grand Chapeau iJ 
Weaver. 201). ALSO RAN 7 Insider 
Trader. 8 Pleasure Trme. 9 Fterm,tioirTR, 10 
Jtmayio. 20 Blaang imp (6!hi h^ar. Thte* 
As Triteves 25 Good To Ta». 50 Lennox 
Lewis. 100 Kabcasr (Slhj. SenOuS Hurry 
Tcha Teka Tirnng 16 tan. NR Double 
UaB V. M, W. 2- nk D teehoWs a! THE*. 
Toil': £1 BO: £1 30. £3 30 £2 10.13.7D DF. 
£2390 Tno- £117 40 CSF- £1362 
Trtcasr £13399 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: COR NICHE QUEST 
(4.-K) Brighton) 

Next best: Cloudberry 
(115 Sandown Park) 

300(7111 SEMI CIRCLE >L Cnamco, 50- 
U. 2. Ribtiie Assembly (J Canon KH}-3tH. 
3. ftnt Nadia (T Yl'iirams. 7-2) ALSO RAN. 
11-8 fae Mbs Mam Slreer (4ihi. 8 Ja 5ei 
Sftrah rSOi). 10 JAiena. 14 Gay Abandon. 
LaaL^»[6fri).25Lbdere.WynburyFlyer 33 
Diamond Se«. 100 Newgale Noblesse 12 
ran. ITil. sh hd. 25IL Q. nb. T Easterbv sd 
hUlon. Tote £32 Zt. CT2DD. £130, £ wa 
DF £104.50. Tno: £18870 CSF 011.73 
No bid. 

3.30 (7>) 1. TANCRED TIMES (T Wboms, 
3-Jj. 2, Dew (J &5CCA. 5-2 to* 1 . a Eire 
GocSoo (J Farteie. 7-Z) ALSO RAN. 4 
Dtflham FV?t [4OT. 9-2 O Nwar Again 
(6OT 10 Three Tenners 14 EastaeS 
Unslral. 2D Peaia (5ffi). 8 ran 211L 
W. II D Bate 31 fflehmond Tole- EB10. 
£270 £110. CIS) DF £17.10. CSF. 
£3038 Titaasl. £39.50. 

4J» (71) 1. NAPOLEON'S RETURN [G 
Wngfn, 12-1). 2. 6&ss PigaBe IFtara 
Brown. 14-ir. 3. Roseate Lodge (S Clarte. 
7-1) ALSO RAN 100-30 Gw Greatesl 
6 Lancaster Legend, 9 ^acy Ung. 10 


Chmow. Di-pol Diamor»J (4th). Everett. 
Rated (EOT. Welcome Lu. 25 Ramsey 
Hope. 50 Sami Arrugo. 100 Sroten Music. 
TTiomioiin Jentt 15 ran. NR- For nv d a Me 
Lu '51 il. '-.I. 1 1, sh hd J Eyre a Dwsk 
Trte £118tr £270. £300. £2 70 DF 
GU4C« Tno. £420 30 CSF C1ED49 
TnoasJ £1.19963 

flJO 151212yd) 1.1>C WAD (T SlddaO 2-5 
tav): 2. Seretse’s Nephew (D Harrison. 12- 
ij 3 RoJherted Parti (P Fessev. 11-1) 
ALSO RAN 6 Manmdaie (4th). 16 Newons 
Coiner (6th). 20 Mo-Amt, (5th). 33 
PeaceiiA Reply. Ragazzc-. SO Fetnsr/. 9 
ran. 41 2XL2t. Htl, ’+1 D Mehofls- a ThicsL 
Tow £150. £1 JO.C210.C3.40 DF:E3 50 
Tno- £14 Su CSF £6 19. 

SJM (51 212yd) 1. TOP OF THE FORM (J 
Weaver 11-4). 2. Patecegata Touch (P 
Fessc-v. 9-4). 3. Ohnonatagain (ten 
TlnWH 33-1) ALSC 1 RAN- 7-4 lav Paddy 
Lad (4th). 6 Running Bear. 16 Sense CM 
Priority (6!h/. 33 The Fhs»y Farmer (5th) 
200D»rtUesi For arm 21. l ul.hd. 1 V.|. 
LI M Johndcn a) Mddlttcm Ttte £390 
El 90.£1 70.C33C* DF £650 CSF £905 
5 JO ( 1 m 51 175yd) 1 VALAGALOflE (P 
Fotks«y, 2-1 jl-lavl. 2. Jazz Track iR Havim. 
11~1). 3. AnratoUa (G BardwttL 16-1) 
ALSO RAN 2-1 ji-lav Zinzan (4lh). 20 
Setnus Accoun. Stoned bnanJale 
Ttetob 33 Hoh Expire ct (6Jhi. 50 Muchan 
Tyne i5Bi). ,c ® HtaMkHd Pet. 200 PowwlJ 
Spa* 11 ran NR La Parade 1 “ I X-A. hd. 

11). 3K-L B HUB ai Lemboren. Tale. £380. 
£1 40. £1 10. £4 00 DF- C4 00 Tno 
E4380.CSF.E6 70 

Jackpot not won (pool of £S2£T5.44 
earned forward to Sandown Parti today). 
PlacepoT £27 40. Diadpot: £1T .40 

Zaralaska has 
Ebor option 

ZARALASKA, trained by 
Luca Cumani. has tap weight 
of 9si 121b in ihe Tote Ebor 
Handicap at York next month. 
However, the winner of the 
Bessborough Handicap at 
Royal Ascot and Haydock’s 
Old Newton Cup will first 
tackle the Wiliam Hill Cup 
over lb miles at Goodwood 
next Tuesday. 


SANDOWN PARK 


2.15 siatua 
2.50 Bright Heritage 
3.25 3dac 


THUNDER EH 

3.55 Eloquent 
4.25 Slides! 

4.55 Marengo 


The Times Private handicapper's top rating: 

2.50 BRIGHT HERITAGE. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 2.50 Crown Of Thoms. 3.55 
ELOQUENT (nap). 4.25 Melodica. 


GUIDE TO OUR RACECARD 


0-0422 SHOD Hf.ltS 74 tCD£F/.u,5| \Vi . 0 Hctau ii il Hi: ?-S.U 6 fttra 14, 3E 


ftfjK&a turiKt <nr: «. irzIW fu-tjnr 
iw.n (F -- tell F— poWK up U-uceacd 
fl _ jDxn 5 — -Jjjvce up R — 
ithras 0 • - oagmliboa, Hor-.t'- rant la,r 
•jr.tf let laidrcj J A F il !bi (6 — 
Wfiir. V — tof H - flood £ — rytiofJC 
0 - ttUTlf eilW) Q - IrLiAC* BTluyn CO — 


eoure jfld srjterj enw if — tatei 
taoutflt (i ta-J next frre Ij: 

if — HtRl, U fffTTi lira G — SJOfl 

5 — jon. gwJ io 'ji' Hath L'aner a sndec 

TniK rtis pr 

Tl.« Tnwi Friralt ttsiCic^ser': riun 


GOING GOOD 70 FIRM 
DRAW 5F. LOW NUMBERS BEST 


TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


SIS 


2.1 5 TATTERSALLS MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES 

C-Y-D £3,583 516yd) (8 nmnefS) 


161 

h 

04 

L!rt SEIiTINCE 5 ittpfliM Sting J C Lnijir-O-jjtiar e S 

? D ItL-nssr. 

7t 

to: 

>5) 

5 

STATUA 12 !3»inw fating IK; P liahn i ' 

. F Cochrane 

77 

-.'.a 

t>\ 


THEL013LIS Ms i Smrv^&JtJW t. ^m-.,, G i-J f. Falton 

- 


•8. 


SHARP FELLOW iPrt naf* Pn-iBt-.bipi • ij -f. 

L Creccm 

- 


it) 

022 

CIOUMEW 6 (1A-. D Coin, i llut*. 5-6 

Pa Eddie/ 

m 

IK 

r, 

6 

BALA 17 'ItrJ Ma'-rfAi rl n— 

KDzritY 

& 

127 


0 

UERCL'Fff FALLM 44 if Luirli, [. Litters' C-l 

Uarui Dw/a I2i 

— 

10i 

lre f 


NATALIE'S PET IU-. 1 Ifettbi 5 lmt. i-‘ 

RPrct 

- 


3FTIWG. 5-4 9-2 : law Swp Feifc* MBA 6-1 LJt Sr -v.net :D-t '^?:af: hi 

Thtirjia^ IViay FaJlc^ 

1996 BIS KN 5-6 Fa l»| H3-Ji 6 Ktirai £ <s. 

FORM FOCUS 


Lift ScHTENCE aboui 10'ri 4li U 10 Io LtL ie 
FdU in juiQiwi njylai j Et^alc. iSl o-jol ic 
6rr.i STiTUA £m ol 14 !c Uaim ; fiirfl m 
AlCiiuri lufltin <1 Yorl tal. ^pati 1) luim SHARP 
FELLOW lluitO ti'Ji aci S.SDtta^L Hstl- 
tirollicf tv Ksin 1c (Ul£i 71 Kinrtet jnJ bilibtib. 
il & tima tom im xinrei CLOUDBtmY hwi 
Lna -it :? 13 Eivfed Ifi (Mdei a Ifctew/V (si. 


oenfl io liraj EALA £16lh si Ck V.V\ ir. 

nuiin n i£l y-iSI UERCf.nl/rALLITIG 

191 liihol 17 11 Purus L2i< i.iiscscr. nuCK,a 
iili-Aur,- '51. <ftd K lirn.; riATAUc'S PET <Ap 
i2. o.iSuirec i Hjii -.ur. t»j ’.itaiv. weioc, - ic 
iVzlV Ir. 11 k VarL bill.- a-^Itl Our 

lm 21 reimcr ir. Fvicr 
Section CLOUDBERRY 


2.50 SUN BANK MAIDEN STAKES 

(£3.512. im 14yd) (10 runners) 


:-\n 

r., 

22345 BRIGHT HERHA6E 16 (BF) U feci, D Lcritr 4-2-7 

Pai E6«7 

m 

202 

ie ; 

00 WAASEF 66 iSnotW StaetCt. Panr*j-,ti<., fe, t rtlt*», i-4 

7 Sfeiden 

61 

2)0; 


30 BLOT 54 (i Crw yoatitec* IrsSirij USr r.tr; J itt? 2-9-12 

Pzzl Edtay 

90 

204 

nOi 

£ CROWti OF THORNS 20 (Shrill, r/omunca, J Scat. *-3-i 2 

. L Gam 

— 

Si, 

>5i 

3- FATAL BARAARI 309 iTutt i zHAdUKr.r M SxJ: >2-12 


B8 

Lit 

it' 

JOUST r«»K* Bill Shri* C EjOih 5-fc-l J 

. B Doyte 

- 

:v~ 

•:-i 

0 FLYING FUP 12 .1 lorfcfjKl! i Ungsn j-fr> 

C Htrigsai 

S3 

208 

f:1 

GALAXY RIGHT (tr Caddyi 1/ Uiafc 3-8-2 

F lYoflon 


269 

(Ii 

0 .<US: 0K KENS 17 (Up i Dnner ^tanerJup. S Incrarr J-5-9 

£ UcGIms 

- 

210 

ti) 

ROCK RIVER (lire P. Bute) 0 0 9mn 2-9-8 

G Banred 

- 


BBTNG 2-1 Fjtd An*-* 9-S &iQtd heitgc 9-2 (Dsl 5-1 Dun LI Tna-^ lb-1 lor: 20 -t -/.■usd 2-1 
Fling Fi*> "j-i rttas 

1996. YALTA 2-6-13 Fa ErUcry <11-10 to. P Cnrtui 12 ix. 

FORM FOCUS 


BRIGHT HERITAGE and 51 Mi oil? in Srwj W 
Fiecdom m muden a PoryHrad ilrn 21. goodi 
WAASEF 151 lIMi ot 16 id GiecTi Pooa in rrafen 
at IMndsor Um 67/d soli) BLOT 5'.il 3rd a) IT In 
Karri m madoi si Ihlri Dm good) an pereiili- 
riDtEsart CROWN OF THORNS 14JM 5ftol17ki 
SpeaiteH m rardai a Wannd (Im »H| FATAL 


BARAAFfl S'mI 3rd rd 15 in Sktpiiirn* in maden 
X j^ndwn (71 qMid in lum) FL'/WiG FUP 1iK 7l)i 
it 12 h SittJ fatal? m nadbn ft iVjtnct <<1 
flood ra hrmi JUST DICKENS 1? lift cl 12 to 
nistmq Slone ir> madm J lYmasi >,im 67,-r) 
goadi 

Sdecdon- FATAL BARAARI (rap) 


3.25 SUN LIFE DF CANADA HANDICAP 

(£7.263: Im 21 7yd| (16 runners) 


201 (4) 6405043 BARDDN tel BOY 13 (D/) (U« M SiKlnl B HanUny 5-9- 

302 dir 2-00534 S0FYAAN 13 LBF.S) (E ftaWi Lady Htmei 4-9-11 . . 

3C3 l2l -005041 TROJAN RSfc 19 {CO.FjS) rj WcCziUtyl 6 LwC 4-9-6 . 

301 (Mi 3-42210 POKER SCHOOL 14 (G) iO We-JIm 11 CiU^ghwi 3-9-5 . 

305 (3) 01 DARAP0UR 17 (Df) tH R H Sffi Haul Conm J 9 5 _ 

306 (9l 111472- HERR TFBG6ER 488 (B.Dn (A ElhanUi Or J 5urg9l 6-9-3 

ill? (15) -046533 7RAC£AaUTY15(CJ5|iJlx-.ini5CWmjm:4-9-2 

109 (7) 4024030 GENERAL HAVEN 34 |G) IA CaHjrdi 1 4-9-1 

309 (10) 0010-33 TYPHQCW HGHT 20 (G) W Shi) R Arrrrjrtr.g 5-9-1 _ 

310 (121 -502045 2DAC 20 (D.F.Gl |3 6r«dfitril| P Ubcktri 5-94) 

311 (5) 3304220 QUET ARCH 41 (D) U dwrc) W Uur J-6-12 

312 (141 223-140 StfTR&fcUE 126 (D) (N ring) M JJMi 3^-11 

313 (0) 0000515 BRANDON JACK 12 (BFJ.SllS SfrJocfcfei I BddiniM-lQ 

314 |l6) 604 SHAH800H 30 (S« El»l» 0* Rcrtcthdtfi U Stair 3-3-7 

3<5 (6) WC411 K0RAL00NA 25 (D.S) iB Kcml S fading 4-6-2 .. .. 

316 (II 4-00003 PROCESS T0PAE 10 |S Cmmi C Cwo 3-9-0 

6ETTWB. 6-1 Trojan flsi. 6-1 KoaUxiB. 7-1 ScAyf* 9-1 Badon Hill Bov. Carpci* 10-1 PMei SOwd 
Traataibr/. Tfpnoan EtgnL Brandon tow. 14-1 ontr. 

1996: NO CORRESPOICMG RACE 

FORM FOCUS 


■12 M ftmnta 

95 

R Cochrane 

97 

Paul Eddny 

95 

DHarcOn 

— 

P» Eddery 

96 

. . J Tak 

— 

. . K Dailey 

97 

J Weaver 

ffl 

RPrte* 

92 

S fenders 

96 

. . K Fallon 

94 

Emma OGormai 

88 

i l Deaor 

95 

J Ren) 

B1 

A MrQonc 

96 

Martin OcyH (3/ 

95 


BAKUN MIL BOY SU Id (d 7 ro Vetabn m 
tantiopal Ctean (lm 4166vd. good Io Frnii wli 
S0FYAAN 1 Al 4ft TROJAN RISK beal PaBW 
Games II m 14-runa hantcap wet courx and 
(Unix (good Io soil POKER SCHOOL beal 
Puzzled ton; IVfl in 14-rum maiden al tandidL 
(Im II. gofldi on pemdllmale steL OARAFOUR 
bed Deal Beuy Kl m 10-rurma natal 4 Bali 


(lm ?l. qood) TRACEABUTY new aid iKi 3rd 
ol 11 to fiemg Dotuh m tunrbap Epsom ilm 21. 
good Io sot) BHANtXW JACK aboul 2’H 53i ol 7 
to AmredediuE in handicap al Ctiedw (im 21 
75vO, good to Crmi K0RAL00NA completed dou¬ 
ble be4 Warm Spell head n 7-iuna amanus 
handcar al Goodsood (lm 4L good to sofil 
Sdertut TROJAN RSk 


3.55 MILCAHS STAR STAKES 

(Listed race: Z-Y-0 £9,048 71 T6yd) (6 rume/s) 

40) Cl 1 ELOOUENT 29 (Fj [Deninr fal Stodi 14 PrisaC 9-1? S Saufcre 

4U2 (5) 41 ICCI ROUND 22 (D.S) (belli lull U Be* 9-12 . M Fenton 

403 (1) 1 WOtHILAMI MELODY 19 (6) (R Sanjsiei.' P ChappL'-Hyam f-12 J Red 

<04 (Ti 28 FORUM 16 (Wvrt fal Sad) C Bnflao 9-9 . B Doyle 

405 (4j 0 OBSESSED 14 rBwrtfy Pari Sad! M Staute 4-9 L Daton 

406 (6) 33 KBEENA12 |Y4i*u 6a«n Racing) L Aden 9-9 Uantn Dwyer 


KTTWG. 94 Fonm. 5-2 WoodUnd rXclody 11-J Etoqicn 7-1 Nm Rond. Obsessed 14-1 rUStere 
1996. RED CAMEUJA8-12 T Onmr 18-Ii M hesxai 7 on 

FORM FOCUS 


ELOQUBfT teal Parana Hate HI m 9-iwro 
mreden a) CaWe IE4. torn) ffifT ROUND heal 
FlowBy1'«l(il2-rum maden al Fdtetonc (71. 
soti) 

WOODLAND MELODY Inal Italy Stay 4il m 15- 
nmer newie# rate x Hsydocti (61. gowli mti 


R0BEENA C'tti txnti art) II 3rd FORUM 
3te| 6rti (4 12 to Asiurah m group U Chenv Pinion 
Slates al Nranartel <61 aciod) OBSESSED SKI 
jfti til 13 nj Emfaascy ui ms-ten al Flenrnarkel (H. 
aned to lorn) 
seman- EL0QLBFT 


4.25 PYCRAFT & ARNOLD HANDICAP 

(3-Y-O: £5,136- lm 6J) (11 runners) 

501 MO) 33-135 MTIHAK 13 iBJT (Hm-IWlouni B HIBi 9-7 R *s 95 

SB? [4| 3100 ASSURED GAMBLE 19 (S) (P Head) C ft nan 9-6 B Doyle 95 

503 (9) «C CRYSTAL HUS 12 (3xiiJi Mtiiamnall J Gzsden 9-5 .. L Denori 89 

504 (Si -211232 UTILE ACORN 22 |G) (4 Srmpani 5 C IMoms 9-6 - K Dailey S6 

565 (6) 3-221 ME10DCA12 (D/i (ShaMi Moteired) U Suuto 9-2 . .. J Rad 99 

50E- (3) 4061202 HEART OF ARMOR 29 (S) [I Gudmi PCole9-. 1 PaEdday 94 

507 (6) 641 HIGH INTRIGUE 29 IS) run E Hanoi H i>tii 5-11 K Fafcn » 

508 111) 000-214 TAMjD KMG 51 (BFJ3.5) llffdSnaytam]! J Tu** E-9 . R Cochrane 91 

509 (2) 433315 SUN ALEFTT 15 (DJ) II. Lcel M PoTglase 6-9 - U Rflnmer 95 

510 (1) 0014114 SUDEST 33 (F) IR 6 E Warn) I Balding 8-7 Uanin Dwyer 13) © 

511 (71 001004 BEHWD THE SCENES 6 (SiiRCyw)C Cyra B-6 5 Sanders 95 

BETTING: 9-2 High fnnigue. 5-1 Oystol fflis 11-2 IfctoDica. 13-7 life ol Armor. 7-1 lantp. enij 'jded. 3-T 
IXwJl 10 1 others 

1988. PWE NEHJLf 9-7 B TIoowb M-5) D Mam 6 ife 

FORM FOCUS 


MTHAK SKI tel ol 3 to tan Luc ia raid mans 
race J Criteria dm 41. rood! on peredtatae tail 
ASSURED GAifiLE best eltotl Ihe term beal Sal¬ 
ver Worrier 31 n wiimer maden al NennuiLei 
ilm 41. good) tdh SUN ALERT IEB> better od) 
3W 3rd UTTIE ACORN M 2nd ol 3 Io Tappcto si 
hartecw al Epsom (Im 41. son. 

UELODCA hnl (SYSTAL HILLS (21) fetus Ml) 
IN mi B-notta maidtn A LmgfieW |1m 61. good 


io imil HEART OF ARMOR 71 2nd at 9 to 
Rammch n handicap at Salitaiv [in 41. good to 
safe HIGH NTRIGUE beal Spuriubeic 181 m 3- 
nmr marten a {Jkoh Mm 5) B9w heavy) 
TANGO KB4G 5^.1 4ft ol 7 to Royal Cask n 
harries al Ponktrad Mm 41. good to tan) 
SUDEST beal Lndo 3tyl n S-flrrer corufiSwc 
raa- al Bath dm 31 144yd. gwtf to torn) 
Sefertim UELOtHCA 


4.55 SURREY RACING HANDICAP 

(3-Y-O: £3,485:516yd) tl 1 runners) 


(Sj -214000 KM.CULLEN LAD B (VJ3.F) (G irtunj P Mooney 9-7 . R Cochrane 

<4| 15-5X1 SALLY GflEEH 20 (CD,S) r) jtatwgi C Wrii 9-2 -- .. . L Denari 
IT) 3216036 SLENT ufuCLE 16iMhnani U Bed9-1 Mfenlon 

(6) 41 HEVER GOLF ROCKET 15 (Gi (Hnrer Raong Ch®| T iiangWcn 9-0 Par Eddery 

13 1 33-5360 M6HHNGALE SONG HI lG) S Baytez) M Meade 9-13 . F Norton 
1101 5-01104 BRAMBLE SEAR 13(D/ : j;j(Mr;MHi<Slti;HDdttoU4B6ss*oin B-li JQatai 
(1) 0-20326 MARBKO 2 (J Snip) JAUuslB-3 . . S Santos 

Ml) 5031204 TEAR WtflE 15 (DJi is tecam & Co Udi T Uita ft-6 J Fund 

(51 2431434 SHALSTAYHOLY G (SI iJ B fi Losua U4) S l Uoot 8-7 . KFafirm 

I9t 6013663 ANOKATD 7 (D/) ft teoryl Hwor? B-4 Marin Dnryw (31 

(?) -100543 MON BRUCE 7 fltis: M to fctef) W Uu» '-12 . . . JLnw 

BETTING: 9-2 SaBy Gian. 11-2 jiieri iftKir 6-1 Ujnrqa. 7-1 Erarrrbtt Bear. tamo. 5-1 Wrc M octet 
aatH*tml 7 . Mon Bruce 10-1 nttns 

1996: CLAN CHET 8-6 T torn 12-1 lar) J Arnold 7 ran 


Ur 

Hi? 

BC 

604 

6(6 

606 

60? 

608 

609 

£10 

611 


as 


FORM FOCUS 


SALLY EB££H tea SnforyDinggxi 1H n 10- 
lurma handicap ova cause and dtotance (good to 
-My SftBLT HRACLE 25*1 3id d 6 to Hriiy 
Human m tiankap at Ayr (M read) on poulh- 
nufc tail ICVER GOLF ROCKET bed Talk lUaU 
dart-head m 8-ium anJion mwtai al FnAe- 
ame (61. gaodj BRAMBLE BEAR &i»l 4ft ai 6 to 
Ihe fey Fin to !mhc£ al Oasis 151. good to 


tan) MARENGO 3SI 2nd ol 9 to The Fugaava it. 
tamScap al EtBgm (61. sud to mi ptnuBi- 
iruto tan. Am TEAR WHITE 29m 9lh SHAL- 
STAVH0LV *oii nil 4ih ol P to tlwap On 
Uiri m handwap ai Nrmnarlai Ift. good to tal) 
ANOKATD ■*! and nett 3rd ol 7 to Domnanl An a 
tatftap al Bah (51. good to Him) 

Setectiorr SALLY SHEEN 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Wim 

Rns 

% 

JOCKEYS 

\\Vrnas 

Rutas 


S WUIans 

4 

11. 

S£4 

J TjW 

7 

35 

MO 

J Cccdon 

?3 

109 

211 

Pal Eddery 

57 

2*4 

216 

tl Fiectzri 

4 

19 

:*i i 

L Deflan 

16 

219 

210 

c m 

5 

£i 

200 

J tTi’eaia 

11 

01 

18D 

P OHjjpte-Hyani 

5 

a 

IBS 

h Futon 

? 

45 

15.6 

J Dtrfcc 

20 

109 

183 

J Retd 

2A 

210 

114 


□ Greenlander (trained by Cliver Brittain), Atlantic Viking 
(Mark Johnston}. Dernier Croise (Brian Meehan) and Aurigny 
(Simon Dov^ form the British challenge for the group two Prix 
Robert Papin at Maisons-Laffioe on Saturday. 
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44 SPORT ___ 

CRICKET: BEVAN'S FAILURES FORCE AUSTRALIA TO BRING BACK YOUNG TASMANIAN 


THE TIMES THURSDAY JULY 24 1997 


Chance for 
Ponting 
to relaunch 
his career 


By Simon Wilde 


BY REPLACING Michael 
Bevan with Ricky Ponting in 
their team today. Australia are 
making a serious departure 
from their recent practice in 
England. It will be the first 
time they have disturbed their 
formidable batting line-up 
during a series here since they 
surrendered the Ashes in 1985. 

Stability being important in 
the success of "any winning 
team, they could have been 
forgiven for having left things 
well alone after their victory at 
Old Trafford. Bevan's poor 
form left them with virruaUy 
no choice, but Ponting’s eleva¬ 
tion remains a gamble. He has 
not played at Headingley be¬ 
fore. unlike Bevan. who 
showed the value of his two 
seasons with Yorkshire by 
finishing as top scorer in 
Australia's innings in the one- 
day international there in 
May. In addition, having been 
left on the fringes since the 
tour began, Ponting has prob¬ 
ably played more golf — he 
has the lowest handicap of any 
member of the tour party — 
than cricket. Indeed, he has 
played just five first-class in¬ 
nings — three of them in the 
past week, once it was realised 
that he was going to be 
required at Headingley. 

Admittedly, one of these 
yielded an unbeaten century' 
at Cardiff, but. much to Mark 
Taylor's chagrin, Glamorgan 
were fielding only a second- 
string attack. “He will certain¬ 
ly be fresh." the Australia 
captain conceded yesterday. 

Against this. POnting. 22. is 
a gifted batsman, the youngest 
and perhaps potentially the 
best of Australia’s new genera¬ 
tion. and it could be argued 
that, if he takes his chance, he 
will stay in the side for years to 
come. In around 100 first-class 
innings, has scored 17 centu¬ 
ries. a one-in-slx ratio that few 
players of his age have 
matched. 

He is. then, no stop-gap 
replacement. Indeed, the sur¬ 


prise is that he was not in the 
team already, but therein lies 
the tale, for Pbntins has been 
handed the "boy wonder” tag 
that every’ talented young Aus¬ 
tralian batsman should dread. 
For years, such precocious 
youths were hailed, wholly 
unreasonably, as “the next 
Bradman" and few survived 
the ordeal. Now. the icons are 
less forbidding, but the bur¬ 
den remains irksome. 

At least Ponting found him¬ 
self compared to David Boon, 
his mentor and a man in 
whose footsteps he has long 
trod. Like Boon. Ponting was 
bom and bred in Launceston; 
like Boon, he began in the 
town's six-team cricket league. 
Being the first Tasmanian to 
establish himself as a Test 
cricketer. Boon has smoothed 
the path that Ponting follows. 
Before him. not many Austra¬ 
lians regarded Tasmanians as 
"fair dinkuni". 

Ponting. though, is blessed 
with greater natural talent 
and, being slim and 5ft lOin. a 
good "fighting weight”. He 
was just 12 when he first made 
headlines across Australia, 
scoring a string of centuries in 
matches among age-group 
cricketers considerably older 
than himself. He went to the 
academy in Adelaide, where 
he was duly praised by Rod¬ 
ney Marsh as the brightest 
young talent he had seen. 

At first, Ponting handled the 
praise well. He was no sooner 
in the Tasmania side — as a 
teenager — than he was scor¬ 
ing centuries. He made his 
Test debut against Sri Lanka 
in Perth in December 1995 
and. surviving a first-ball 
scare, scored 9b before falling 
victim to an abysmal leg- 
before decision. In his second 
match, at Melbourne, he 
made 71. He went on to play in 
the World Cup and took a 
sparkling century off West 
Indies. 

Then, last winter, he was 
picked ahead of several more 



EVEN . Dennis Amiss, the 
Warwickshire chief executive, 
felt for Surrey. It was as if the 
sodden; bedraggled scene at 
the Oval last month, when hot 
a ball was bowled and not so 
much as a luminous stump or 
much-vaunted skydiver was 
in evidence, had been an 
optical illusion. Edgbaston' 
last night was so balmy, so 
iridescent under floodlights, 
that it was evident this’was a‘ 
day/night Sunday league 
match drat would hot end in 
tears. 

' By the time the first ball.had 
been bowled. Amiss knew that 
Warwickshire’s gamble — for 
this kind of cricket in England 
is never likely to be anything 
but that — had come off..He 
had hoped for a crowd of 
10,000 and evidently, there 
would be many more drain 
that by the time the traffic, - 
which gridlocked. the ap¬ 
proach roads to; Edgbaston, 
had cleared and the latecbm-i 
ers, complete with briefcases , 
and barbecues, had settled 
into the more expensive seats: 

“A very warm welcome to., 
everyone." Amiss said, relish- ' 
ing the double entendre of his 
remarks. He would not have 
tried that ifhe had thought the 
rain would be stair-rodding 
down. “Understandably." he.' 
went on, “there are. many 
sceptics who. feel day/nighl 


■ By Ivo Tennant • 

cricket In fee UK will not work 
but we/believe -it would be 
wrong not to tty.. We‘ should 
make E70.000, which is more 
than from all ourdiampibn- 
ship matches" 

So the first Axa Life League 
match . under floodlights 
swung iifito life at a. bizarre 
time, 6.10pm. dictated by the 
unrelenting schedules of tele¬ 
vision. Quite haw everybody 
would get home shortly before 
midnight was another matter. 
The high winds that Amiss, 
somewhat pessimistically had 
feared would upset his four, 
floodlights, installed at a cost 
of £40,000,' did not .reach 
Edgbaston. Warwickshire 
wanted to paint the stumps a 
luminous pink, but die. Eng¬ 
land toid Wales Cricket Board 
swiftly rejected that. 

Warwickshire market them¬ 
selves in tois farm of the game 
as The Bears. They produced a 
new mascot for this match —' 
Hugh Bear. Not content With 
that they invited mote mas¬ 
cots— and more bears — from 
football and basketbali teams 
in Birmingham. There was a 
bouncy castle (welt beyond the 
boundary) of the kind that 
other counties would have 
abhorred. But then, as the 
spectators during the first Test 
match this summer proved, 
some theatricality does not go . 
amiss at Edgbaston. - 


‘ . The Bears were playing 
Somerset, who do not, as yet. 
style themselves as The 
'.ddermen. They were also 
.'contesting the leadership of 
the Sunday league table - and 

it showed as Smith and Singh 

took them past 100 in the first 
20 overs without being parted. 
Most important of all, though, 
they knew dial this would be a 
litmus test of whether 
day/night cricket in a lanper- 
aie climate could work at Test 
leveL Amiss, and delegates 
from other counties, will have 
reckoned after this that indeed 
it can. 

Warwickshire, it should be 
noted, have long been an 
innovative county. In the 
1960s they had a scheme to 
raise money for the redevelop¬ 
ment of die ground through 
sell ing a form of lottery ticket. 
They loaned money to more 
impoverished counties — not 
least Essex, who are more 
sniffy than most about this 
type of cricket. 

They introduced the 
Brumbrella, a novel form of 
covering the whole ground. 
Amiss was the first batsman to 
wear a crash helmet — as 
distinct from Mike Brearley's 
skullcap r—in county cricket in 
1978. It was no surprise to 
see that their latest idea 
would prove extremely 
attractive. 


Rollins sets rollicking pace 


Ponting is glad of a breather after a hectic net session at Headingley yesterday 


senior colleagues to take over 
the pivotal No 3 position left 
vacant by Boon's retirement 
Within three matches, he was 
dropped. On the face of it. the 
decision was harsh, as he 
played a vital innings of 88 in 
the defeat of West Indies at 
Brisbane, but he did little 
else. In any case, the decision 
was taken not entirely on 
cricketing grounds. Ponting, it 


was rumoured, was living the 
high life. 

The selectors told him to go 
back and score more runs for 
Tasmania. “I tried to make it 
all happen again really quick¬ 
ly." he said, “but it did not 
work that way in the first 
couple of games. Looking 
back, that was exactly the 
wrong thing to do." Much to 
his credit after overcoming 


his impatience, the runs duly 
came, earning him a tour 
place to England. 

Thus selection today repre¬ 
sents something of a second 
chance and, in Australian 
cricket second chances are 
about all one gets — but it is a 
gamble that “Punter”, who 
loves horses almost as much 
as he does cricket and golf, 
will be backing himself to win. 


CHESTERFIELD (first day of 
four; Glamorgan won. toss): 
Derbyshire have scored 379 
for four . wickets against 
Glamorgan 

TEAMS at the top may be 
supposed to roll over those at 
the bottom but the favoured . 
script was . impertinently re¬ 
written at at Queen’s Park 
yesterday where Adrian 
Rollins became only the ninth 
Derbyshire player to score a 
century before lunch. Glamor¬ 
gan. despite their lofty pos¬ 
ition. were swiftly careworn 
following their bizarre deci¬ 
sion to field. 

Rollins, with 29 fours in a 
180-ball innings of 148, shared .. 
the county's fourth-highest 
opening partnership of 247 
with Michael May, who bare" 
ly figured in the now-defunct 


By Michael Austin 

Dean Jones regime. May,. 
Chesterfield-bom and 26 last 
Tuesday, scored .a maiden 
championship -hundred from 
184 balls, added to a century 
against Pakistan A earlier this 
month. It was his fourthscore 
above 50 in 11 first-class 
innings. >. ' 

Glamorgan, without Robert' 
Croft, .looked out /of sorts. 
Waqar Yotmis -fold. Stevie 
Watkin, both, recently injured, 
bowled too-short and too wide. 
May, an -enthusiastic and - 
expert cutter, harvested runs. 
in the cover point and third-, 
man areas with a regularity ’ 
that became almost monoto¬ 
nous. Rollins drove produo 
tivefy. hit 12 fours.in a 34-bpd£. 
hatf-century. reacK&f & ftun- ‘ 
dred six minutes before, hiijdi 
and headed on remorselessly 
into the afternoon. - - • - 
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interactive Team Football. Sti 
See tbe free Football ‘97-‘ 


Britannic Assurance 
county championship 
Derbyshire v Glamorgan 

CHESTERFIELD flrs day of lav: Gtamor- 
oanwon 0333 )- Dertws«reba*« scored 373 
hr lots moMU agaktst Okanagan 

DSIBYSHRE: firctlnrings 

AS Roans c James b Coster .148 

MR Mayc JamasbW&ltan . _116 

CJAdamsbWaqar ___ ._ 46 

K J Barnette Shaw b Waqar..-29 

M J Vandrau rw out __ .. ._.1l 

A JHartsnst art . . .- . 6 

Extras (b 1, to 7. w 8. nb 7)- - 23 

Total (4 Mktt, 10* owars)_379 

VP Oarke, tK M Krtcfcen. *P A J DeFiwlas. 

P AW«?d and D E Matootm to bal 

PALL OF WICKETS 1-347.2.324,3345.4* 

372 

BOWUNG' Waqar Younts 17-1-69-2; 
Wafran 204-90-1 Butcher 9-3-36-0; 
Thomas 14-3-700. Dale 8-2-330; Coster 
34-13-65-1 Maynard 2-0-80. 

GLAMORGAN: S P James. H Moms, A 
Date. *M P Maynard, P A Coftey, G P 
Butcher. TA D 9na». S D Thomas. Waqar 
Yourw. S L WaBua D A Coster. 

Bonus pants' Dwbyslwe 4 Glamorgan 1 
Umpros J 0 Bonef arvi V A Holder 

Essex v Worcestershire 

CHELMSFORD (first day of tour, Worcester¬ 
shire won toss) WbrcestershJre haw 
scored 328 tor six Mctets agama Essex 

WORCESTEtSHRB First twigs 

■T M Moody to# b Such..45 

T S Cuua c Cowan b Andrew -33 

GAHefctowbSGLaw_14 ■. 

K R Spiting not out.. ..119 

O R Hines c S G Law b Such - - 4 
D A Leaherdale c Rotes b Such . . _21 | 

VSSolarfwcGoochbSGLaw . -..60 
M ftai«»T=toy not out —_ ..... — .7 

Extras (to 5. w 4. nb 16)- 25 

Total (8wMs. 104 overs]-328 

IS J Rhodes, S R Larew and A Shortyar to 
bat 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-53. 2-93. 3128. 4- 
138,5-166.6-317. 

BOWLING- Cowan0-O4&9: D A Law 15-4- 
48-0, Andrew 12-2-20-1; Iran J6-1-569; 
Su* 31-M2-3; S G Law 7-1-205!: Grayoon 

14-4-40-0 

ESSEX: G A Gooch. *P J Ptehard. D D J 
Rotaraon. S G Law. B C Irani, A P Qayrm 
D R Law tfl J HoBrs. S J W Artrtew. A P 
Cowan. PM Such 

Bonus poms. £ss& 2 warMSsrswe 3 
UmpteS'J W HcSflar and G t Butgass 

Gloucestershire v Durham 

CHELTENHAM (first day ot tor. Durham 
non tessi 0eucesa?f5twe. *th ftw firs* 
*inei$s maters in ford, ok 167 naw rfread 
ctOSham 

DURHAM: First Innings 
JJ B Lowe tow b YijtFiq . I 

M A Ro*)b@iy cD ®«P Tsui’S. • 9 

JEMomscDawbAlteyne . .. ... 32 
NJSptsfcc Wright bASfyne-. . .. 22 
*0 C Boon n RU33O0 b Afttyna. . . 0 

1M PSp*Kc Ml b Lews.0 

U J Foster e Ba3 b Young.. 6 

J Boteg tow b Lewis 0 

JWooacDa-AsbAkjyna.. - 9 

SJE&3wic Alters bABoyno 0 

A Water not out-. . . _ .1 

E«nsvto6) . 6 

ToU (352 ovWSj— -—.- 08 

FALL OF WICKETS' 1-2.2*21. 391. 4-65.5- 
70. 6-70 7-70. MS. MS 
BCWLWG- Young TO-4-9-3: Lewis 12-4-35- 
2 Awns 6-2-22-0. AJteyne 82 2 14-S. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE: F«t iPWigi 

AJVftigWlbwBBrown.0 

M'3 N Window*! c Soe^rt b Brown 75 

T H C Hancock e & 0 Wood. 7 

M A Lyreb ®w t> Brain..1 

S Young eSpcwthtbefwm ..S? 

*W W Altoyno not out...77 

tRCRuLsMootout. _ .i? 

EjCras[to&w£r.S 141.. 24 

Total (5 hMs, 66 overa)_253 

MCJBnH J Lw! JM U Auens andRP 
Davt totut. 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-0.2-23.328.4-144, 
5-185 

BOWUNG; Brown i?-l-7i-4, Wood 12-3 
44-1; Foaer 11-1-539: WoS* 133469. 
6aiirgP-32M: Boon I-0-2-0 
Bonus pants Gtouoestenhrc 4 Durtam 0 
Urtpim J C BaWerJone arK k £ Patmot 


Hampshire v Lancashire . 

SOUTHAMPTON (Best day of tour. Lan¬ 
cashire wort toss): Lancashire have scored 
423 tar (he teefcatr agansf HsnpsMre 

LANCASHIRE^ First Imngs 

J E R GaBan ftwr b Bov* . _. __1.10 

N T Wood e SnUh b Udst_:....B2 

N H Falrbrothar tun out..6 

GDLloydc Smith bUdal-80 

AFSnicAcandbStephenson ..........117 

*M Watknson not out__102 

D JShadtordnotiM__.5 

Extras (b 4, to 6, nbZ) -1.... 12 

Total (5 vAoa, 104 wars)-433 

I O'Austin tw K Hegg. G Yaas and P J 
Martin to bat . 

FALL OF WEKETS' 1-24, 2-33. 3191, 4- 
194, 5-408 

BOWLffKl Borfl 22-5-831; Mdbum 27-4- 
949. Stephenson 25-7-88-1; Udal 332-' 
111-2 Maru 32-409; Keach 2-317-3 ‘ 

HAMPSHIRE: J S Laney, M L Hayden. K D 
James, R A Smah. M Keech, “J P 
Strphanson tA N Avmes. s O UM. R J 
Maru. S M Mfan J N B Bov* 

Bonus points Han^shre 2 Lancashre 4 . . 
Urtfares- D R Siaphard and P WBey. . 

Leicestershire v 
Nottin ghamshir e . 

LSCESTER tfiraf Hay of tour LooeeKershra 
won tessj. Noc n ghamshaB have scared 
296 tor new wictets against Loceslarshre 

NOTONGHAMSHVE: Fast innings 

G EWeftoncitron b Mans... 0 

■R T Robinson e Nseon b WaBa:. 32 

M P Cowman not out .. . 12S • 

N J AsOe carMhbMUWty.. _. 13- 
G F Archer c Nctcn b Johnson . . ...... 30 

U Afcaa) c r*con b MArrs.22 

C M Trtiey c Person b Ormond._26 

IViTM Moon tow b Pierson_3 

P J Frarte bOrrrtOnd. . . .... 6 

M N Bbwan b MiAWy-— .... 4 

A R Oram rot oU - _ _0 

Baras (b 1. to 12. w 4, rto lBf_ 35 

Todd (9 vAte. 107 own)_296 

FALL OF WICKETS. 1-10.2-51.367.4-131. 
5906,6-244, 7-261. 8-273.9994 . 
BOWUNa UOns 17-2-71-2; MuBaAy 28-7- 
89-2. Wats 9-4-16-1. Otmond 20-7-54-R 
Pwtwn 27-11-38-1; Johnson 6-317-1. 

LECESTERSHRE: V J WaSs. 0 L Met**, t 
J SuJcfitte, B F Smsti *J J Whsater. N C 
Johnson. tP A Maori 0 J M*ns ARK 
Fwrson, J Ormond: A □ MuSafty. 

Bonus parts: Lalceawrghte4N u8 lnghatir- 

Umpires'AAJooesandRA WhUB • 

• Middlesex v Kent 

LORD'S (te day at four, Kant won rosst 
M&tosex. 1wn one M-nrngs wfcJcer m 
tvnO. are 705 runs tahref Kern 

KENT: Firs tarings 

0 P Futon c HewtS b Feasor .4. 

ETStwhliFraaef..10 

T R Ward e Brown b Mavrin___0 

APWetecPoofcwbTrAnaB ..63 

U J Water c Brown b Fr»j#r.......a 

M VFtenaTQcShahb Jolwison ........44 

P A Strang c Weakes b Haws.12 

*fS A Marsh c Shah bTutaen .. __.40 

BJFhSKscKAsbWbetes .12; - 

MJMcCaguebTutaeQ . ... 3 

APJsgtesoanmtout_ ».,0 

E«ras(2i4.w4.rtjcj ..' . .. .. ,.12 

Total 1723 ov*ns)- 208 ' 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-112-16.316.4-24. 
386. 8-102. 7-187.8-202, 9-206 
BOWUNG Frasar 14-2-433; Haw* 134: 
41-2 Kaflb 12-2-40-0; .tahtbrn 12-329-1, 
TumaJ 12-321-3; weetea 9.30-28-1. .. 

M8XXJESEX: Fntkmngs 
PNWbeteshlgglesdwi .. t ..14 
JHKtfscVIMsblgglMden . . ...10 

•MRRBmpratashtowblfcCKHB_. S' 

M W Gatling bMoCaoue;._41 

JCPwteybMeCwB .. _ ...i - 

OAShahibwbRiipa.. 13 

ARC Frasa c Saang b McCaaua ,..J 

tKRBfwmcSBangbMeCaM _....0 

R L Johnson c Straw b McCagua _0 

J P Hewitt not out __ “ .:3 

E&ias (b 12, a>4. w 2)' . ... ...:. .18' 

Total (9 Wto*. 31 g*m} __ 103 

P C R TrArvsi to bar 

FALL OF WICKETS' l -l* 327. 333. 4-56. 
S82 884. 7-84. 884.9-1G0 
BOWUNG- Mfi&wue 15443ft kteesdan 
7953£- Ph*»J.2-8-1 Strang £379 
Banuipamts MdrSeasr4Kant5 
Umpires- J H Hampshire and D J Consort. 


Northamptonshire vSurrey 

NORTHAMPTON flW day oi lair,. Sumy. 
- won Uj^:Sumyfmvsscoaxi3a6 tar four 
wlckm agahst Atortharqptonshte 

- StlHREY: ftrst tonbgs • - 

. D J Bfctaef c, Taylor b Sn^ia ,u. 162 

J 0 RatchSa c and b Tayfor ..._i-31 

IJ Ward e Warren b Boswell _.7 

*A J HoOoate run out ...'81 

A D Bns«n not out L ...63' 

B C HoCoate not out---- 18 

Extras pbftw 2. nbl^ .. .24 

Total (4 wWa, 104 ovet^-386 

C C Lewis, fj N Batty. M P Bated. 1D K 
Setobury snd J E Benfamin to betL 
FALL OF WICKETS 1-53. 373; 324ft 4- 
332 ' 

BOWUNG Mohammad Akram 13381-0; 
Tailor 133831; Partoothy 133399; 
BoswbB 182-631: Snape 233931:Baaey 
11-3259. . . -. 

NORTHAMPTONSHWE: 0 J Roberts. R J ■ 
Warren. A Forctoara ff j Bafiay. □ J G 
Sates. A L Panbertiy. 1C Ripiey.JN Snap®, 

J P Taylor.- S A J Baswfi. Mohammad 
Afcrwn. 

Bonus pcem-NcteaTVttraktta i Surrey. 4 
Umtares; J H Hams and A GT Whtehwd. 


■ Dean Cosker, Glamorgan’s 
young slow left-armer, main¬ 
tained a tantalising length and 
line-that shamed the more 
senior bowlers;' He deserved 
the vridtet of Rollins, beaten in 
flight-and caught at short 
extra cover, iyhich brought in 
Chris Adams . as Mays 
prosector. 

Adftms unselfishly main¬ 
tained the rapid scoring tern-. 
pa, allowing May to soldier on 
without feeling under pres¬ 
sure. ;Waijar eventually bow¬ 
led jftdams tljrough the gate 
but curiously fired in few 
yurkers during his four spells. 

The irony will not be lost on 
DeriiyshiretteUthey were also 
pur ? iii -by Hampshire at 
Queer's Ptiik ' last month, 
scored 523 and lost by seven 
wickets. A repetition seems 
highly unlikely. 


Bowman 



AON RISK TROPHY tom day?: Cantor-. 
bury: Sussex 212-9 (U Nam* 93); Kent 
1937 |N J-Ltong 63). Sussatwai by 19 
nns Uxbridge: Mdatesex 221 (D C Nash 
77; M A Shape 323; Mre* Counfes 218 
(A D UoMon 51). Madtesac vson by three 
runs. Bedfcxd School: Ltoceaterst*a2B4 
P Stow* .109: J A R Stan- 4-39): 
Nonhamptonshte2835lAFodhonisn - 
ItorYmixoRsHke won by Itee wicteis. 


IlSSiBili 



(TIMES 


: RACING 

Ccmunentary f ., . 

GaU 089X500123 

' -Results.. •/. 

CaB 0891100123 


, CRICKET 

Reports ana scons v ' 
from tbe fomfiiiTcst . 

' at H eadi n gl e y 

CaU 0891881^1 

Reports snd scemfioitt the 
Britaiaak AscWdM e''' 
county dampiotwhip 

CaU 089} 525,039 


Calls cost S(^j per. minute 


to fulfil 
promise 

ByRufertCox 

LEICESTER (first day of four; 
Leicestershire .won toss): Not¬ 
tinghamshire have scored 296 
for nine wickets against 
Leicestershire 

FOUR years, ago., Matthew 
Dowman amassed 267 against 
West Indies in an under-19 
match, creating * weight of 
expectation that he has yet to 
fulfil at first-class level How¬ 
ever, at Grace Road yesterday; 
in making his second century 
of the season,' afier- scoring 96 
against Warwickshire in his- 
last chanipionship innings, 
Dowman exhibited the sort of 
consistency that Nottingham¬ 
shire, ^ with " just five bailing 
points,'desperately seek. 

On-a relaid wideet. James 
Whitaker dected to field oh a 
yerdarh surface and wfllhave 
felt, vindicated when Millris 
had Welton caught behind off 
a; ball, -thacrose viciously. 
With the wicket :,carae the 
sunshine, thov^h, and, flitter 
After the bowUng^ Iacked the 
sort of penetratioR-pnceipro-' 
itided by fhfl S immons , 
whose . return as-, overseas 
player next year j was. cap-- 
finned yesterday.' '■ - ! -; 

powman, a 23 ytiaTH 3 ldIrff- ' 
hander, survived fiierveus' 
start to 0ay 'witiiincnsMtng' 


in it 


ec 


sinned 312-balls.-* and-doni; 
tamed 23 fours.' v 'i 
R^nson, the neirf-iighesr . 
scorer on 32, seemedjto be 

playing-wfth- a fluency 

tonfed at aretumto fonn.only- 
for Nixon to hold a fine diving 
catch off Wefls, one ’{rf : four : v 
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CRICKET 


STEFAN ROUSSEAU 


Pt 


seizes 


LORD'S • (first day of four: 
Kent won toss): Middlesex, 
with onefirst-innings wicket in 
hand, are 105 runs behind 
Kent 

AFTER an interesting day's 
play, ultimately dominated by 
Martin McCague, Kent 
claimed a clear advantage in 
the final session. Middlesex 
were blown along by a helpful 
breeze in the morning, but 
after tea, when McCague 
bowled with searing pace and 
finished the day with six for 49 
off 15 overs, Kent sensed a 
wicket with every ball. He, 
alone, has managed to shape 
the game.' 

Batting is not an impossible 
task. The pitch is short of real 
pace, although it is sufficiently 
lively to help the new ball to go 


By Michael Henderson 

through at a decent height, as 
McCague displayed when he 
nearly took Shah’s nose off. 
Kent should have done a lot 
better than make 208 and 
Middlesex did not distinguish 
themselves in the last session, 
when they lost nine wickets. 
Only Gaffing looked at all 
comfortable, but. like five of 
his team-mates, his defiance 
was undone by McCague for' 
41 when Middlesex had barely 
reached a hundred. 

After slightly less than an 
hour's play, Kent were 24 for 
four when Walker, who was 
superbly caught by Brown as 
he dived low to his left obliged 
Fraser with a third wicket in ten 
balls. Take away the 63 that 
Weills made and the forties of 
Fleming and Marsh, and there 
was little to commend. 


Flintoff signs off with 
his maiden century 


By Pat Gibson 


SOUTHAMPTON (first day 
offoun Lancashire won toss): 
Lancashire have scored 423 
for five . wickets against 
Hampshire 

ANDREW FLINTOFF scor¬ 
ed bis maiden first-class cen¬ 
tury in his last match for 
Lancashire before leaving to 
captain the England Under-19 
team, and, in the process, 
questioned the argument that 
young men such as him 
would be better off continuing 
to learn their trade in champ¬ 
ionship cricket 
Even. Zimbabwe .Under-19 
should, be able to present a 
sterner test than Hampshire 
did yesterday.. They knew 
what they were in for when 
they lost the toss on a flat pitch 
and lightning outfield and the 
only surprise was that Lanca¬ 
shire did not take full advan¬ 
tage until Flintoff and his 
captain. Watitinsoh, who also 

made a hundred, helped 
themselves hi a fifth-wicket 
part n ersh ip of 214 in 43 overs. 


Gallian, who was leg-before 
for ten' in Boviil's opening 
spell, and Fairbrotber. who 
.ran himself out for five, must 
have cursed themselves. Gra¬ 
ham Lloyd and Nathan Wood 
may have a bit of explaining 
to do as well if their fathers 
hear about how they threw 
away centuries that were 
there for the taking. 

Uayd, who always gives the 
bowlers a chance, was 
dropped on 33 but seemed to 
be beading inexorably for a 
hundred when he drove Udal 
to long-on. having struck 16 
fonts m .his -90. Two overs 
later. Wood drove tidal to 
mid-off and was out for a 
career-best S2. 

It was to be die last success 
that Udal enjoyed. Watkinson 
hit him for lour sixes, two of 
which cleared the pavilion, 
while Flintoff growing in 
confidence after, being 
dropped on 12, had plundered 
22 fours and a six when he 
was caught and bowled by 
-Stephenson for 117. 


-.7 VyT.' • - 


■V; ["Tj-.y • >'1 .>-V: 




As Fraser had starred, so 
Tufnell finished. Although he 
bowled one over before lunch, 
it was not until the 52nd over 
of the innings that Ram- 
prakash thought him worthy 
of a proper bowL In his 12 
overs, the man who cannot get 
a game for England this 
summer, because ‘The pitches 
don't suit”, had Wells and 
Marsh caught on the sweep, 
and turned one past Mc> 
Cague’s bat 

Wells had earned his runs, 
after labouring through 54 
overs to hold Kent together, 
Their early order batting lacks 
discipline. How else does one 
account for Fulton's dismissal, 
caught hooking on the long leg 
boundary in the ninth over 
when two men are already 
back in the pavilion? What a 
daft way to go. 

There is no point berating 
Fleming for indiscipline. If he 
had gone to Marlborough, 
whose first XI were in the 
news this week for a scholar¬ 
ship display of blocking, he 
would surely have been sent 
down for playing too many 
strokes. In no time at all, he 
was pulling Hewitt over the 
rope at square leg and, when 
he was not trying to take on 
the bowlers, he was defending 
extravagantly as if to prove 
that he could control his 
instincts. 

According to Fleming. Kent 
are "heavyweights'' in one-day 
cricket, which seems a strange 
way to describe a team that 
won its last knockout trophy 
20 years ago. An hour’s bat¬ 
ting was long enough for him. 
Swishing to leg, he was caught 
in the deep. It was left to Wells 
and Marsh to cany the team 
to a bonus point 

Igglesden, playing only his 
second championship match 
of the summer, took his first 
wickets for two years when 
Kallis edged a low catch to slip 
and Weekes played on. To 
McCague, who bowled with 
real hostility, fell Ramprakash 
and Pooley, Fraser. Brown 
and Johnson, all caught by 
Strang, and, finally, Gatting. 
dean bowled. 


Gooch, right, offers the benefit of his experience to Law at Chelmsford yesterday 

Spotlight fades on Gooch 


CHELMSFORD (first day of 
four: Worcestershire won toss): 
Worcestershire have seated 
32S for six wickets against 
Essex 

IT WAS Graham Gooch's day 
— MRs tabling motions of 
congratulations, the town cri¬ 
er putting in an appearance at 
the Chelmsford ground and 
the man himself receiving a 
standing ovation as he led 
Essex out amid a posse of 
photographers. It was, of 
course, his 44th birthday and 
his last appearance for Essex, 
but there everyone paused, for 
Worcestershire chose to bat 
and they batted all day, hav¬ 
ing been dug out of a hole 
by a century from Reubens 
Spiring. 

Nor did Gooch get a bowl, 
although his career-best of 
seven for 14 was against 
Worcestershire — but that was 
in 19S2 and rime has marched 
on. Gooch did come half into 
the limelight reasonably early 
on, although in an unwanted 


By Jack Bailey 

way. When Spiring had made 
70,'he skied over the head of 
Grayson, the bowler, equidis¬ 
tant' between Gooch and 
Cowan at deep mid-on and 
deep mid-off respectively. In¬ 
stead of one or both going for 
the catch, the fielders compro¬ 
mised. Neither got near the 
ball and Spiring went on. 

He played sensibly, with his 
pronounced backlifr and pecu¬ 
liarly restricted follow- 
through. His century came in 
a little more than three hours, 
he hit 14 fours and, together 
with Vikram Solanki — liim- 
seif missed from a caught-and- 
bowled chance fy Such with 
only a single to his name — he 
added 151 for the sixth wicket, 
after Worcestershire had been 
reduced to 166 for five. 

All this Gooch business 
affected Tim Curtis in a pecu¬ 
liar way. Opening with 
Moody, he forsook his custom¬ 
ary static role, moving swiftly 
and easily to 33 of the 53 put on 
for the first wickeL He fell to 
Andrew, putting in a rare first- 


team appearance buT now 
producing a ball that lifted 
sharply. 

As Moody struggled on. 
Such dominated, varying his 
flight and straightening the 
odd ball. Hick looked good 
before he played no stroke at 
Stuart Law. 

Then Such moved swiftly 
through the order. Moody was 
leg-before on the sweep. 
Haynes snapped up at silly 
mid-off. Leatherdale promised 
much until he also fell to Such 
as he cut unwisely. It was then 
roughly halfway through the 
day’s play. Prospects of Gooch 
batting loomed large, but the 
game of cricket never was a 
great respecter of expectation. 

Until, that is, Solanki failed 
to get on rap of a ball from 
Law. the ball lobbed up and 
Gooch moved forward to take 
a low catch at short mid-on. 
Gooch was in the game at last, 
but not as much as young 
Spiring, the Worcestershire 
saviour and undefeated to the 
end. 


Alleyne’s 
all-round 
skills too 
much for 
Durham 

By Derek Hudgsom 

CHELTENHAM (first day of 
four. Durham won toss): 
Gloucestershire, with five 
first-innings wickets in 
hand, are 167 runs ahead of 
Durham 

CLEEVE HILL was misty at 
the start, prompting the ques¬ 
tion: what damage would 
Mike Smith have done had he 
not been required by Eng¬ 
land? All that can be said is 
that his colleagues did not 
need him on a steamy, swing¬ 
ing morning as Mark 
Aileyne. his captain took a 
career^best five for 14 in a 
Durham rout, 86 being their 
lowest first-innings total. 

Gloucestershire then lost 
three wickets for 24 on a fine, 
dear afternoon, but there was 
little wrong with the pitch. 
Batsmen were surprised by 
late movement and. in Dur¬ 
ham's case, it takes little to 
bring the whole house tum¬ 
bling down. 

It will be a shame if this is 
another match that finishes 
early, because this festival is 
one of rhe great remaining 
institutions and needs to be 
protected, sometimes from it¬ 
self. The dub marquees still 1 
stand handsomely around the 
boundary, but the standard of ' 
refreshment on offer to the l 
general public has become ■ 
either gruesome or expensive | 
— or both. 

Only John Morris, who once 
made 229 for Derbyshire on 
this ground, and Nick Speak 
offered prolonged resistance, 
Morris's departure, to a sharp, 
high nick when driving 
Aileyne. signalling a virtual 
surrender, with the remaining 
seven wickets going down in 12 
overs for 24 runs. 

Gloucestershire’s close 
fielding was, as usual high 
class; with two fast low dives 
by Martyn Ball and Jack 
Russell worth recording on 
film. Their innings began 
almost as hesitantly as Dur¬ 
ham’s. but Matthew Win¬ 
dows provided the necessary 
application, Shaun Young 
laid about him and Durham's 
score was passed within 90 
minutes. Windows’s 75 came 
off 127 balls and contained 11 
fours. Alleyne's timing then 
matched a serene evening. 


SPORT 45 

Rumble to 
be given 
chance of 
making 
return trip 

By Richard Hobson 

NORTHAMPTON (first day 
of four: Surrey won tossl: 
Surrey have scored 3So 
for Jour wickets against 
Northamptonshire 

THE Wantage Road ground 
was awash with speculation 
yesterday as Steve Coverdale. 
the Northamptonshire chief 
executive, confirmed that ne¬ 
gotiations have reached an 
"advanced stage” with an 
overseas player, believed to be 
Anii Kumble. for next season. 

White Coverdale confirmed 
that the county has twice 
sounded out Shane Wame 
during the Australians' tour, 
he denied that an offer had 
been made. The fact that 
Wame has been linked with 
the captaincy also prompted 
what amounted to a vote of 
confidence in Rob Bailey, the 
present captain. 

"Speculation is deeply up¬ 
setting w Rob. his family ana 
those close in the dub." Caver- 
dale said. However, the issue 
will be reviewed at the end of 
the season. 

It is impossible not to sym¬ 
pathise with Bailey. On this 
showing, he does not have 
much of an bowling attack to 
manipulate. He is acknowl¬ 
edged as one of the most 
pleasant men in the game and. 
after the victory over Essex on 
Saturday, said that he felt like 
performing a lap of honour in 
delighL 

Any running around the 
boundary in this fixture is 
likely to be in pursuit of the 
hall. How he could have done 
with Kumble, the India leg 
spinner, who took 105 wickets 
for the club in 1095, rather than 
the wayward Mohammad 
Akram. 

Darren Bicknell scored 162 
on a straw-coloured pitch of¬ 
fering even bounce and a little 
rum for Snape, the off spinner. 
He hit 24 fours in 34S minutes 
before a tired pull found 
Taylor aT mid-wicket. Neither 
he nor Adam HolJioake toiled 
for runs during a third-wicket 
stand of 175. 

A fine throw from Penber- 
thy accounted for Hollioake 
Sr, but even this presented a 
problem for Northampton¬ 
shire, as it introduced Alistair 
Brown to a tired attack. 



fills 

Dflii' 


Sheehan on bridge 




By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

All the players in the deal below have played international 
bridge. Geir Helgemo performed immaculately — he was 
dummy. The others maide three mistakes in the space of five 
cards.' . ." ' ; 


Dealer West 


*8 

VJ432. 
♦KJ654 
*J52 '• 


Love all 

*K5 4. . 

VQ10B5 

40ft 

*K984 

*1087 6 
* 987 

. *32 

g&g&j * A O 76 

♦AOJ32 

YAK 

• A 1087 

*103 


Contract: Four Spadoa by South. 

In the auction South showed a ' fin 
good hand with at least, five pit 


ah. . Load: two at hauls 

finessed 1 won the jack and 
played the jack of hearts. 


spades and four-diamonds. As.. Declarer ruffed, drew the last 
West 1 led a heart and declarer trump and claimed the last 
won with -the ace. He cashed two tricks in diamonds, 
the ace and queen of spades (I Bit early in the morning for 
discarded a dub), then the you? Senior asked (the match 

king of hearts, and. played a • had started at 11am), com- 
ihird spade to dummy on men ring sympathetically on 

which I discarded a diamond, my failure to give him a 
After cashing the queen of diamond ruff. He might well 

hearts he led the .queen of have addressed foe question 

diamonds, running It to iny first to himself and secondly to 

king to leave this position: " the declarer before attacking 
6 - v ' me. If East had played the 

queen of dubs after winning 
the ace the declarer would 
* _ R ■ have to ruff, and now after he 

* ' had drawn die last trump I 

*— *® would have been able to cash 

* j yyfct.ijip T— . the jack of hearts when I won 

+J65 ♦ 2 the jack, of diamonds. As it 

*js vr"- **'■■' J*aQ 76 was,!all declarer had to do on 

* j a . East's diamond return in the 

v— diagrammed position was win 

* a io 8 > _ with tiie aas, draw trumps and 

4 io " concede a diamond to me. 

I switched to the jack of dubs, ; □ Robert Sheehan writes on 
which went to the king and ace bridge Monday to Friday in 
and Brian Senior (East) re-'•-Sport-and in the Weekend 
turned a diamond. Declarer section on Saturday. 

By Phifip Howard 


DIKAMALI ' 

a. a South African canoe 

b. A twin-sel . 

c. Gum 

CHORASMIAN waste 

a. Scrap precious metal 

b. A plateau in Uzbeck...- 

c. A chorus girl’s figure 


FILACER 

a. A court officer 

b. A young racehorse 
e. An oak tree 

DRAGEE ‘ 
a. Adeep sea trawl , 
h; A fancy dress dancer 
c A medicinal sweet 

Answers on page 46 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Chess for children 

Sixteen junior champions 
emerged at :the Nottingham 
“Gigafinal" of the UK Chess 
children's challenge on-Sun¬ 
day July 13, from a field of 410 
players. These contestants 
each headed their section wan¬ 
ning a cup and £70 and now 
go forward to the final stage of 
this marathon eight-month 
. event This wall be held at the 
Royal Festival Hall. London 
on Saturday AugusT 23. 

Competition in the 
"gigafmal" was so intense that 
only three of last year's win¬ 
ners were able to win a title for 
the second year running — 
they were Sarah Hegarty. 
Teresa Khoo and Lucy Broom¬ 
field. The tournament was 
sponsored by Kasparov Chess 
Computers who will be send¬ 
ing each of the finalists a chess 
computer. 

Six-year-old wins 
In the preceding simultaneous 
display, woman, grandmaster 
Susan Lalic, top board for rhe 
England women’s team, 
amazingly lost a game. to 
David Howell, 6. 

White; David Howell 
Blade Susan Lalic 

Rotary Chess 
Simultaneous 1997 

Reach Defence 


1 

e4 

e6 

2 

d4 

d5 

3 

M3 

. dxe4 

4 

Ng5 

. wts 

5 

Bc4 

' he . 

6 

Nh3 

Nc6 

7 

c3 

b5 

8 

Be3 

Bxh3 

9 

£ptfi3 

QtcW 

to 

cxdA .. 

Bdfi 

11 

Nc3 . 

CW7 

12 

Qb3 

Na5 

13 

QbS 

Nxc4 

14 

Qxc4 

BO 





15 Rgl Kh7 

16 d5 Rae8 

17 Rdl Qxh3 

18 Rd4 Qxh2 

19 KJ1 Qh3i- 

20 Ke2 Be5 

21 Rddl 0(5 

22 b3 Bxc3 

23 Qxc3 ffctS 

24 Qxg7 
Checkmate 

Diagram of final position 
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Mind Sports Olympiad 

As well as hosting the final of 
the UK Chess Challenge, the 
Royal Festival Hall wall also 
accommodate the first Mind 
Sports Olympiad which will 
take place at London's from 
August IS to 24. This will 
consist of over 30 thinking 
sports, and entry details can 
be obtained on 0171-485 9146 
or access website: 

hnp://www , .mindsptms.L , o.uk/ 

Times book 

The Times Winning Moves 2 
contains 240 chess puzzles 
from international grand¬ 
master Raymond Keene's dai¬ 
ly column in The Times, and is 
available now from book¬ 
shops or from B.T. Batsford 
Ltd (tel: 01376 321276 at £6.99 
plus postage and packing]. 

□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


WINNtNawaVft: 


By Raymond Keene 

While to play. This position is from 
4lie game Eppinger — Blass. Lugano 
19K5‘.’In chess, the relative activity, of 
the pieces is an important criterion 
■for judginc a position. Hew all of 
While's pieces are active, while 
Black'S king's rook is not participat¬ 
ing in the game at alL Therefore ii is 
not surprising that White can force a 
quick win. Can you see how? 

- Solution on page 46 
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The Gateway 2000* G6-233SP is outstanding in the 
multimedia computer field. 

Check out what we’ve packed inside this PC — am Intel 
233MHz Pentium II Processor, a huge 3.2GB hard drive, 
loads of memory. a great sound system with cool speakers, 
excellent graphics, a 17-inch CrystalScan monitor and a 
top-notch voice/fax modem. And that's just the hardware! 

This Gateway 2000 system comes with Microsoft 
Windows 95 and a Starter Software Bundle which includes: 
Mr Wonder's Greatest Toyshop, KaTs Power Goo, Gearheads. 
Putt-Putt goes to the Moon, Rosetta Slone Power Pack, 
Wordstaff and Actua Soccer. When your system arrives, 
just push a button and youT] be computing io no lime! 

At Gateway 2000, we care about you. That’s why we offer 
you award-winning service and support, including tree 
telephone technical support on all our hardware and software 
for as keg as yon own your computer. You also gel a 30-day 


refundable) and Gateway 2000 warranties. 

And the best part, the price! Gateway 2000 is the spot lo 
bay a PC—give us a call today! 


less® . 


■ Intel 233MHz Pentium 1, II Processor 

■ 32MB EDO RAM 

■ 512K 15ns Pipeline Burst L2 Cache 

■ 3 J" 1.44MB Floppy Disk Drive 

■ Mitsumi 12X min/16X max 120ms CD-ROM Drive 

■ Quantum" 3.2GB 10ms Ultra AIA Hard Drive 

■ Promise Ultra ATA Controller 

■ EiLsoniq' Wa veUbi e 32-bil PCI SoundCard 

■ Altec 1 Lansing ACS417W Speakers 

■ STB* ViRGE" GX 3D Graphics Accelerator with 
4MB EDO RAM, I70MHz RAMDAC 

■ US Robotics Sportster Wmroodem'with x2 Technology 

■ IT CrystaiScao 1 028 dp Monitor 1 

■ ATX Tower Case: 5 External & 3 Internal Drive Bays 

■ Microsoft* Windows*95 105 Keyboard 

■ MS* Windows 95. MS InteQiMouse" 

■ Starter Software Bundle 

■ 3 Year Limited Warranty 

£1499 (£1795.40 inc. VAT & Delivery)* 

Drop by tbe Gateway 2000 Showroom: 10 Bedford 
Street, Co vent Garden, London WC2E 9HE. 

You'll be glad you did! 

Showroom Hours of Business: 

12.30 pm - 6 JO pm Mondays 

9-30 am - 6.30 pm Tuesday - Friday 

10.00 am - 4.00 pm Saturdays 

Closed Sundays and Bank Holidays 

"Offer doses when the caws come home today (24th Jtdy '97) 


mmsmsmui 

\. "You’ve got a jriend in the business. 

080074 2000 

b/BjrJh mt^wZkxauk 

Gateway 2000 ■ Ooatangh Indostrial Estate • Dublin 17 • Ireland 


pentium*]! 


CWftGiMn Mutant iptAupi. T bp, ‘ta'itpl i biria fchM*a" AgaCrctfiao adliaetafUOUat kdmi>« nptad bdessbri Gm 3UI la. I* Wa Ini Los xd ItaOn arrtjaktd 

tci-xst-ari 180 C4 mdcaai 4 hid CofiiML At dc teak xd HEi» UDP m KlimjrtJ w at fc. inprOa- udijwBKi mi [«C1 w atr'1 K I . itrd aitra 

AHfnRiJFralloSfcdBp. UafavtjcatoGftwg amtanvr'itta&dlnnadiaaiifcradiaikJraai). InlttysalariincuxBiiBCMKiiamaf ft-QTur. AohJ mof 























' -gifti-'i 




46 SPORT/BROADCASTING 


thu TIMES THURSDAY JULY 24 1997 - ; 

---- | )j£ 


Devon rise to role of court jesters An architectural trip 


i: I* 


JULIAN MUSCAT 







At County 
Tennis Week 



O ther counties will tes¬ 
tily that the prospect of 
bearing Devon in¬ 
creases with the progress of 
the Inter-County Cup. Play 
them on Monday and you will 
catch them at their best play 
them on Friday and the collec¬ 
tive strains of the week may 
have taken their toll. Devon 
are the hommes lerribles of 
county week the boys who 
play hard both on and off the 
court. 

As much was evident at 
Eastbourne yesterday when, 
on another sweltering after¬ 
noon. the sextet arrived for the 
match with Hampshire and 
Isle Of Wight clad as Father 
Christmas. They sang: “Jingle 
beUs. jingle bells, jingle all ihe 
way. Oh what fan it is to see 
Hampshire lose today." 

"That was the only time I Ve 
ever been embarrassed to rep¬ 
resent Devon." Peter Russell, 
the “Greg Rusedski" of rhe 
team, who joined Devon after 
gaining his first taste of this 
competition in Gloucester¬ 
shire colours, said. Such antics 
have come to be expected 
among county week regulars. 
Some raise a knowing smile, 
while others are less generous. 
The boys themselves remain 
nonplussed. 

"We don't want to offend 
anyone." Gary Drake, a for¬ 
mer national junior champi¬ 
on. whose penchant for 
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Wood, of Devon, a winner in a drinking contest this week, goes for victory on court yesterday. Photograph: Gill Allen 


dalliances has already seen 
him grace the tabloid front 
pages, said. "We are just 
enjoying the week, doing noth¬ 
ing more than having a few 
beers, it is strictly a boys’ 
deal." Any late-night distur¬ 
bances at the Grand Hotel, 
where all the players are 
saying, are attributed to them 
—a touch unjustly, as it turned 
out on Tuesday night. The 
end-of-vveek disco was 
promptly cancelled. 

This Devon team mirrors 
the spirit of West Country 
supporters who journey to 
Twickenham for the rugby 
union county championship 
final. They cock a snook along 
the way and have long ceased 
to be concerned at their reput¬ 
ation. "Everyone expects us to 
look like a bunch of idiots, so 


we don't mind," Daniel Ah), 
27. said. It was he who decreed 
that the ream descended for 
dinner last night dressed as 
Nigel, a loud and tasteless 
character from the television 
soap, EasrEnders. 

This jovial approach does 
not extend to the courts, where 
Devon completed a remark- 


Rcsults ... 
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able rise from group seven, in 
as many years, to emerge as 
oounty champions in 1994. 
They successfully defended the 
title the following year, the 
Inter-County Cup centenary, 
and were dismayed that no 
Devonian tennis dignitary 
was present to witness either 


victory. Now they play only for 
themselves — a tribute to the 
spirit characteristic of their 
rise from obscurity. 

Ahl epitomises the players' 
commitment to each other. This 
is his tenth consecutive county 
week; by tomorrow, he wffl 
have played for 50 unbroken 
days. He was an usher at die 
weddings of both Drake and 
Gary Stewart; the latter chose 
Drake as his best man. Ahl is 
threatening to emigrate to Aus¬ 
tralia. so Jamie Bartlett a 
Cambridge Blue and an eco¬ 
nomics undergraduate, must 
raise the money to repatriate 
him next year. 

Mingling easily with the 
residents are Tom Hand and 
Steve Wood, their occasional 
American twangs a legacy of 
their university tennis scholar- 


CYCL1NG: TEAM MAN EMERGES FROM PACK TO TAKE SPOTLIGHT WITH STAGE WIN IN TOUR DE FRANCE 

Loyal support earns Stephens his big break 


From Jeremy Whittle 
IN COLMAR 

NEIL STEPHENS, the Australian 
who now lives in Spain with his 
Basque wife, rode to the biggest win of 
his 13-year professional career tn the 
Alsace town of Colmar yesterday after 
slipping clear of a small group of riders 
in die closing kilometres of the seven¬ 
teenth stage of the Tour de France. 

Stephens, one of the most respected 
and loyal team riders, or domestiques, 
in the professional bunch, has twice 
come dose to Tour glory in the past. 


most notably last year when he was set 
to win in VUIeneuve-sur-Lot before a 
trash close to the finish ruined his 
chances. 

"This is the besr win of my life,” he 
said as he was congratulated by his 
Festim team-mates. “Lots of times in 
the past, 1 haven’t been able to ride for 
myself. This is the first time that I've 
been in such a strong team and been 
allowed the freedom to try for a stage 
win." 

In pouring rain, the depleted field 
rolled out of Fribourg and headed 
north towards the border towns of the 


Rhine Valley. In spite of having talked 
openly of quilting die race the previous 
evening, the defending champion, 
Bjame Riis, 33, from Denmark, was 
one of the 143 riders huddling inside 
rain capes as they started the ride of 218 
kilometres to Colmar. 

For the first time. Riis, who has been 
troubled by a stomach bug, publicly 
criticised his Telekom team, which 
again grouped around Jan Ullrich, 23, 
their race leader, and failed to delegate 
a single rider to look after the Dane as 
he struggled to keep up. 

Ullrich, with the race passing within 


30 kilometres of his home - in the Black 
Forest, was die centre of attention as 
thousands of German fans lined die' 
road. "I didn't know that .there were 
that many people in Germany," he 
said after finishing safely with the 
main field. 

Stephens's initial attack came after 
62 kilometres, when he tried his hand 
with a solo break, but the ‘ move 
gathered pace when he was joined by 
12 other riders 20 kilometres later on 
the climb on the Cote de Develier. 


Results, page 42 


WOHD-WATCHING. - y 

Answers from page 42 
DIKAMAU 

(3 The native name of a resinous gum that exudes From the ends 
of young shoots of Gardenia Ludda, a rubiaceous shrub of 
India. 

CHORASMIAN WASTE 

(b) Matthew Arnold. Soli mb and Rnstum: "but the majestic River 
floated on./ Out of the mist and hum of that lowland,/ Into the 
frosty starlight, and there mov'd,/ Rejoicing, through the hush'd 
Chorasmian waste./ Under the solitary moon: he flow'd/ Right 
for the Polar Star, past Organji,/ Brimming, and bright, and 
large." 

FILACER 

(a) A former officer of the superior court at Westminster, who 
filed original writs and issued processes thereon. Also a 
corresponding officer of the Irish courts. J. Chambcrlayne. 170& 
“A list of the Pbilazers of the court of common pleas with the 
counties belonging to each respective Philazer." 

DRAGEE 

(c) A sugar plum or sweetmeat in the centre of which is a drug: 

intended for the more pleasant administration of medicinal 
substances. In modern use not restricted to sweetmeats serving 
as a vehicle for drugs — often a sugared almond. Charlotte 
Bronte, 1853: He was fond of bonbons and would give his 
dragees as freely as he lent his books." “Alice wanted to buy him 
some sweets. I asked if he would like dragees." _ 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
I Re-J! wins, as I... dxc4 runs into Z RdS- RxdS J Qxd8 checkmate 

^ mLV SEND SAE rOR DE7 «l*»CfrHERT111JB OR 

»*ncc- rcr iu*Misl.enr i * . ,. 
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SAILING 

MacArthur 
slips at 
the finish 

By Edward Gorman 

SAILING CORRESPONDENT 

ELLEN MacARTHUR. of 
Great Britain, is ninth overall 
in a 42-strong fleet after the first 
stage of the Trans-Gascoigne 
race, but she will be cursing her 
luck after completing the' 320 
miles From Port Bourgenay, in 
France, to Gijbn, Spain. 

Having recovered from a 
collision shortly after the start 
on Sunday, MacArthur had 
been in fifth position until the 
Iasi few hours before reaching 
Cijon. However, thunder¬ 
storms and squalls caused a 
knockdown and a broken 
spinnaker halyard on her 
yacht, Carphone Warehouse 
— Le Poisson, dropping her 
back down the field. 

The first leg was won by 
Tomas Coville, of France. The 
race continues with a 25-mile 
sprint to Cudillero on Satur¬ 
day before returning back to 
Pbrt Bourgenay the next day. 


ATHLETICS 


Longden helps Yates 
run back into favour 

By David Powell, athletics correspondent 


FOUR years after he last 
appeared in an international 
championship. Matthew 
Yates was restored to the 
Great Britain team yesterday, 
delivered there by Bruce 
Longden. who coached Daley 
Thompson and Sally Gunnell 
to Olympic gold medals. 
Yates, a former European 
indoor 1.500 metres champi¬ 
on, finished 1996 ranked only 
No 31 in Britain and. in 
desperation, turned to Long¬ 
den. saying: “It is over for 
me unless Bruce can do 
it." 

Yates's selection for the 
world championships in Ath¬ 
ens, which begin a week on 
Saturday, represents a tri¬ 
umph for a man recognising 
his own shortcomings. In an 
interview with The Times last 
December, Yates admitted to 
an undisciplined lifestyle. 
Earning £80.000 a year for 
three years. Yates earned 
“nothing, maybe a couple of 


grand" in 1996. “1 was going 
out and drinking a lot Now I 
have got nothing to show for 
it," Yates said then. 

Yesterday, he rold how 
Longden’s training pro¬ 
gramme had helped him to 
run 3min 36.36sec in HechteL 
Belgium, last weekend, his 
fastest since 1993. "1 owe 
it to him." Yates said, add¬ 
ing that, under Longden, he 
had acquired a "new atti¬ 
tude". 

Reith Cullen and Adrian 
Passe}' were added at 5,000 
metres, leaving Ian Gillespie 
to wonder how he could be 
omitted from the squad when 
he defeated Passey in Hechtel 
last Saturday. The word from 
the British Athletic Federa¬ 
tion was that Passey’s victory 
over Gillespie in the British 
trial a week earlier had held 
sway. Paul Walker was add¬ 
ed at 800 metres, having 
achieved the qualifying mark 
on Tuesday, the deadline day. 
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How Buildings Leant 
BBC2 7JOpm 

“Building is not something you want to do when 
you are stoned," says a sardonic contributor to the 
third part of Stewart Brandy kx& at how good 
buildings adapt He’S referring to' the glass 
geodesic dome that was the bramcbUd of. a 
-Californian hippie who had the idea at a Who 
concert. Thirty years on. it is now -a greaf 
glasshouse, home to -a single lemon tree. The 
lemon that boilt it was not available for comment 
Brand concentrates on.the da-ityooiself aspect of 
budding, proving that those who are involved in 
every stage of the buildings construction have a 
much healthier home at the end or it.. Some 
examples of the results may make you want to pick 
up a hammer straight away. But be. warned. A$: 
Brand slays, you may start a building but you will 
never finish it 

Third Rock from the Son 

BBCZ 9.00pm 

The storyline of four, aliens masquerading as 
humans gave up some wonderful opporzunities-Jbr 
smart jokes and pokes at foehuman condition in 
.the first series of this American comedy. The 
second series still has foe excellent cast headed by 
John Lithgow. and a crisp script bur there is a 
slight feeling of desperation in the air. This first of 
a two-paner picks up where the last series ended 
■with Dick's (lithgow) evil double getting up to all 
sons of nefarious deeds while good Didc is locked 
in an invisible box. The rest of lne makeshift family 
set him free to do battle with the doppelgdnger 



ships in the United States. 
Then there is Peter Wright, 
identified by his peers as the 
best dancer among them. 

Once again, Devon’s men 
are acquitting themselves well 
on court Victories on Monday 
and Tuesday were followed 
yesterday by a creditable per¬ 
formance in defeat against 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight, 
amatch they never expected to 
win. Come t o morrow, with 
their status in group one 
already assured, they may 
decree the highlight of the 
week to be the victory for 
Wood, their rookie, in a beer¬ 
drinking contest against Stu¬ 
art Rhodes, from Surrey. It 
showed that the youngsters of 
Devon are well placed to 
further their county's tradition 
at Eastbourne. 


Curtin). By the way, the one with the green hair is 
basketball star Dennis Rodman making a .cameo 
appearance. Quibbles apart, it is still good fan. - 

Hunting Bobby Oatway 
Channel 4,9.00pm . 

What should be done with society's most reviled 
pariahs? Bobby Oatway is a convicted paedophile. 
He raped and brutalised his own son and 
stepdaughters for which he served ten of a 13-year :■ 
sentence. In this Canadian documentary, 'the 
director John Kastner’S starting pointis Oatwa/s 
release from prison to a barony, house, for-a 


• The return of the aliens (BBCZ 9pn^ 

chance to integrate back into soddy. The 

asaRKSsaastsss? 

done.. They are convinced he will offend again- 
Oatway is hounded back to pristm, Jut have the 
sisters won? In three years’ nme Oatway«mlbe 
free to walk around completely unsupemred. 
Anybody who watches Oatway will feel 
uneasiness at that thought- A balanced and 
, sensitive report on a emotive topic. 

Tins life 
BBC2.9.4Spm - 

With its original mix of sex, drugs and banisters, 
this drama serial has been quietly digging its way 
into the viewing habits of the nation's young. Ana 
. not so young. Maybe it has something to do-witn 
their complicated sex lives. Perhaps it is the way 
the camera suddenly starts to wobble about for no 
reason, zooming in on lips and eyes and zooming 
but again. Whatever it is. the formula seems to 
work: As evoy episode has to have a movie pun in 
the title, this one is called Milly Uar. 
Unsurprisingly it features the tangled web Milly 
finds herself weaving to keep her affair with her 
boss ODortnell -from everyone. It is puzzling 
though, why someone who can afford to visit a 
therapist as often as Milly, should choose to live 
Mke a nash-strapped-studen L Frances Lass 


RADIO CHOICE 


Capital Gains 

Radio 4. lO/JOam (FM only} . . 

Julius Hutch, retired billionaire, isra man of letters. 
So is every other male in Collin Johnson's resumed 
comedy serial All the female characters are- 
women of letters. However, irs not just because-. 
Capital Gains is entirely epistolary in structure 
that I highly recommend iL It is because ii Is very 
funny indeed and intelligently assumes, for. 
instance, that we know who Socrates arid Plato 
were and can recognise that Voltaire was. tine 
uncredited inspiration for Hutch’S decision to . 
follow CandideV lead and spend his declining 
years cultivating his own garden. In episode one. 
Hutch [marvellously played by Peter Jones) = 
becomes a champion erf the environment tn face, of. 
a dastardly plot to destroy iL. 


. Sporting Partnerships 
Radio 5 Live, 735pm 

If takes a professional psychologist to make a 
statement such as "All sports are lost or won on a 
"• six-inch playing field.” Even a non-sporting person 
' such as -myself knows that Dr David Lewis isn’t 
. talking about a miniature world to rival Gulliver’s 
Uffiput What he is talking about is the space 
-between an.athlete's^ars--foe space containing 
fhebram that’s as necessary as the brawn. The 
featured nttfnerdup—abrasra father and son 
: qne=-is mat between the rugby union superstar 
Jonah Lomu, capped by the AD Blacks when he 
was nifty 19 years nkl and sensation of-the 1995 
.. Work}. Cup, and his manager and mentor, the 
- standrup comedian and after-dinner speaker Phil 
-KingstejtJohes. .: Peter Davalle 


WORLD SERVICE 


7.00am Kevin Greening 9.00 Simon Mayo 11.30 Radio 1 
Roadshow 1230pm Nombeat 12.45 Jo Wh9ey200pni Mcfy 
Campbell AOO Mary Anna Hobbs 6 l 1 5 NewSbest &30 Evening 
Session with Steve Larrsoq 830 Movie Update a>|a John Rset 
inaO Claire Sturges&ljOOam Dave Peace 4.00 CTrva Warren 


6.00am Sarah Kennedy 7M Wdgan.ftOT Kan Bruce 1L30 
Kale Ad)e t-30pm DebbieThn»wr 3JXI Ed Stewart 5.05 John 
Dunn 7JOO David Aflan BM Rauf Jones 9J00 The Denfece 
Wtfams Show £30. The. Jasper .Carott Trial; .10X10 
WOwCabgroovy 10 l 30 Richard AJSneon: iZOSam Spare 
Madden 3.00 Alex taster , . . 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


SJXtam Morning Reports 6.00 Tha BrasMast Prognmvna 9X10 
The Magazine 12XX) Midday wftft Mafr 200 Ruscoe on fto 
4-00 Nathxwtde 7.00 News Extra 7JS Sporting PanhereNps: 
Jonah Lomu and Phil Kkigstoy-Oonas. See Choice 4X» David 
Gower'; Cricket Weekly- Includes a review of If* tint day of the 
tounn Test at HaaSngtey 940 inside Edge lOXM'ttews Talk 
11.00 News Extra 12XJ0 Alter Hours —-Earfy Cal ZJOOmm Up- 
AlWightwimRhodSharp • ■ 


TALK RADIO 


-vAOtimesJadsnPtewCon-thB boucBXXten Newsday 6-30 
'' ' Europe 7.15 1 Vforid. Today 7 JO Mancban Books 8.15 Otf the 
. Shell flJO Composer at the Month 9.10 pause for Though! 
•' SilSClossfcg the BmferS.36 JttuHoUand Collodion 10.05 
^Hlnesa^103SDyingItotBB mao BBC Engfiah 1046 Sport 
. 11J3D -Dteccwery .1Z30pm teeming World 12A6 F.O.O.C. 
- 1-OSBuainsss‘l.l6 BrSafnl-SORecord News L46 Sport 2XW 
Nawshour 005 .Gutiook 3J30 tAMreck 4J05 $P°rt 4.15 
■ Crossing Biff Border 4^0News ii German SM Europe 5130 
Business 5J45 ■Britain 6.flS Bo*n»«JS World Today 6^0 
"News In Gorman £46. Sport 730 Assignment 8-01 Outlook 
&25 Pause. tprttwisijtaL^o 'John'Pled jlm Newshour 10X15 
Bustoess 10.15" Brf&i" Yo^L Merlcfan SocJte HM World 
■ Tddayl-T1^4»-SpgrM2. 0 aa ni ; ObBobk 12JO Vtniage Chart 
Show 1JO Crossing ihe Bonder 1^5 a«dn 230 The Works 
330 Focus on FsBh 4XIS Business 4.16 Sport 430 Europe 


CLASSIC FM 


. 4XMam.Marfc Griffiths 6X10 Abo Mann 9.00 Henry Katy 
T.OOpm Concartn Core# (Coocarto Grosso ^ 12 in F major, 
Cp € 0 ; Cfamontl (Piano Concarto taC ma/or) 3jOOJamie Cnd; 
• 7JJ0 NowsnigW 7^0 Sonata TTwmas RtfleW (VtofcrSonata in 
- e fTK^crt 8.00 Ewrfog Concert- Rossini COverlure.TheBartjer 
'.at Sev®e), Srri’ao(b Tort (L'Aba sqwra date luce I'ombre; 
. Apr* a; LUttime canaona); Macadante (Ftuta Concerto In E 
rrina) 10X»\flchaetMappin2X10sni Concerto 


VIRGIN RADIO 


5,00am Chris Aartey and Sandy Wan 7.001’aui Rees 9X» 

Scott CNshoim 12X10 Lorraine Kefly 2AQm Tommy BOyd . 7Mm fBm’rf Janb 10-OO Grafwm Qene ixnpm Jeremy 
4X10 Pater Deaiay 7j00 Anna Raebum 9.00 Jamas Wpaie Ctaric 4X)0 Nicky Homa 6-00 Paii Coyte (FMJRobin Qante 
1.00am (an Co*ns (AM] ttLOO Marir^brfest 2.00am Fflchard Porter • 


6.00am On AJr, with Andrew McGregor. Indudes 
Chopin Scherzo'No 2 in B flat miior. Op 31): 
■pppett (Fantasia on aThameotCoreffi); Verdi 
- (Tecea la Nolle, ii Trovafora, Act 4); Monteverdi 
(Laetatus Sum); Mozart (Serenade in D. K239) 
9.00 Mondng OoKaoUoiL with Penny Gora Induoes 
Vivaldi (Concerto in G. RVS7^); Poulenc (OiteHre 
PBtites Prifires de Saint. Francois cfAsdse); 
Rachmaninov (Piano Ooricerto No 4 in G minor). 
10-00 Musical Encounters, vrth Nicola Heywood 
Thomas. Incfudee Mozart £per Z^uberw, K472); 
Berlioz (Overtire: Beatrice et B^nfidfct); 
Beethoven {CeiJo Sonata In D, Op 102 No 2); 


5.15 In Tune, with Main Nrcdson. Indtides Grainger 
. (Green Bushes]; Radiman&tov. ®revhonlt - . 

‘ Dance. Op 45 No 1); Gershwin (Variations on I 
GotRhytfim; ' 

730 BSC Proms 97. Eng^sh Northern Phfflwmonia. 

. under pad Daniel. Stravinsky (Petrushka (1947 
verson) 8.05 Sex and Death «tt« Qty ot 
Dreams. Graham Fawcett foSows the mread ot 
Erich Komgdd’s operatic imaginafion fremn Vienna 
to Bruges mid Venice 8425 Cdnoert; p*t two. 


(Nachtgesang im Wald?); Bartok (Sonata tor Two 
Pianos saTd -PercussKnlT Nava (Nratorraro pour 
Harpe et Rule Harmortque) '• 

12-00 Promt Composer ot the Week: John Adam 
1.00pm News; Wandering Mfmrtrate. The first of a 
three-part series in which Geoffrey SmShexptores 
iheflte and work ot the great camposeryHhrmfist 
combination Gflbert and Sutfvan (r) 

2.00 BBC Proms «7. Steven Isseriis. caSo. and the • 
BBC Nrtanai Orchestra of Wales, under Tadaaki 
Otaka. Mendetasohn (Overture: Ruy Bias); Etaar 
(Ceflo Concerto in E minor): Bruckner /Symphony 
No 9 to D minor) (r) 

a55 Fibonacci Sequence. Haydn (DrvertJmento in C); 
Bottesini. an McTier (Caprfcda bravura); Wchael 
BerVatey (For the Savage Messiah) - . ' . 
4A0 Pool Ruders. BBC PMiarmonic, under 06m 
Knussen. Ruders (CapripctaPtan’ eForte) (rt. ... 
5X10 The Muolc Machine. Presorted by Verity Sharp 
tnckrdes Martin Russ strcwrxj haw a sequencer • 
can help mustcians without the need lor tracEtional 
composing skflts •+•■.• 


5.55am Shipping Forecast (LW) 6.00 News Briefing 
6.10 Fanring Today ftal Prayer tor the Day &30 
Today &40 Yesterday fn PafTiament as8 Wferfher 
a.oo N«?wra 9.05 Tbo Mora|Ma**.Wcbaei Buerk 
chafrs a dtecustwon with David Cook. Janet Datey, 
Michael Mansfiatd, QC and Or David Sfaftey 
1 tu» News; Capital Gains (FM). See Choice ’ 

10.00 Dally Service (LW) 10.15 On This (fay (LW) 
10J30 Woman’s Hour (FM only uirtfi 10SO) 

10.50-1 .oopm Tflrt-Mrtch Special (LW). England v ; 
Awstrafia. Coverage otme Bret day of tha Fourth . 
Test at Haacfingtey 

11J0 From Our Own (farrespondent (FM). News 
from BBC reporters around the wortj. 

12.00 News; You and Your (FM), with Merit WKnsker 
1225pm The Heritage Quiz (FM), Sue MacGregor 
trwites CMstopha Cook, Philippa Gregory; Mdan 
Mourby and Janet Stumsn to tost thte knowledge 
of Britain’s ajtwat herttaga 12JSS Weather' 

1.00 The Wortd at One, withNidc Clarte . 

1.40 The Arehere (FM) (r) l^s Shining Forecast . 
1^0-7 JXi Test Match SpedW (LUO^Car#tued ' 
covers from Headrngley 

200 News; Thursday Afternoon Play; The Beauty 
of Bone (FW, by Bridget lawless. With 
Stephanre Cofe and Freda Ddwte and Dertys . 

Hawthorne (r) . 

3.TO Hews; The Aflermon Shift (FM), with Daira 
Brehsn and guests 

A00 News 4.QS ftrie Woa cope (FM). Paul A3en sees 
Jufie Chnaie at Chichester, in SsanraAncfierby - 
Marguerite Duras 

4^5 9>oft Story: The Contraption (FM), by Rhys 
Caws. Read by Heim tSrffin 
5.00 PM (FM), vSh Charlie Lee-Potter and Jon SopeT 
530 Shipping Forecast BJ55 W^atha . 


WBti Janice Calms, soprano, -Jonathan Summers, 
. baritone. Jans Aschenbach. tenor, Liana Keegan, 
mezzo. BenaFenari. soprano. Stuart Kate, tenor. 
Jeffrey 9awBit tenor', Chorus of Opera Noth 
10X10 The Reith Lecture*: The War Between the 
Worida, by Professor Patricia J Wffliams fo 
10^0 Debussy At Dueb A*al setectioci ot songs and 
piano muski perforTtnd ty Arturo Benedetto 
MichetangeS, piano, DawUpehaw, soprano and 
James Levina, piano 1 ; ,- -" 

1045 Trapped tain* Present John Theacharis visits" 
Cairo, the centre d the Arab pubfisriing wortd. to 
talic to tha nmeilst Nagub Mshfauz. wsmer-ofthe 
TOSa^Notaei Prize for Uterature (rj 
11-30 ftwns^ionipoaer d U ft rWP ete Beethoven - 
1230am Jazz Notes. JXora ffrimThe concert given by . 
Tim Garland and hifr'qufeirt^t ^ the Appleby Jazz 
Feptivai.^^IntroctocedbyCIi^FainweaUw 
TX10 Thraughrthe Wtghl.Trth David Corr«. fnductes 
IXW Qwraf Evonsontt. from the Guards’ Chapel, 
Wellington Barted^Tjarrton 200 Swedish Radio 
amtonooyqrtfiBsfra. under OWra Kamu. With ■ 
Anna Larason. confraila and Peter MaHai , 

" WUndCthom):- 

• Tchtf<bv»V (Syrriphony No 5 to E minor) 


6LOO SteCTCtock Item (Rn 

Death and Sorwfai Mflre and Su* (FM). A 
■ by Btf [ferg. wjtb Robert Duncan. . 

' r . ^'^ , ^'^ 1 ®J :,a ^4 , BaTtidotetoAnne 
; . 3pro 9 rawie tbsy-dlscLisS. 

^[* 7-05 The Archers 

L ~i Qoodrhan wittrthe • 

we programmes abotd modem fife aSow&us to . 

® eM esorap on a catering company^it prepares ■ 
.^rctiorT house nto a-1940s; French 

I^TlBrfwprbirwwfflw.- •••:•••• ‘ 

.3SS3SSaBSSSSS': 
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W atching Lee Strasberg:. 
The Method Man,, the 
JateSt in BBCPS Reputa¬ 
tions series, you couldn’t help 
wondering ifrthere weren't any 
odieF lessons we non-actors could 
lean) from tbeman who created 
screen giants swh as Marlon 
Brand o an d ■ Paul Newman — 
apart from the basic Aristotele an 
rule of never lettihg Marlon, 
Brando sit on your lap, now that 
he has the manly build of a chest 
freezer. If you don't already know 
the gist off "The Method”, let Ellen 
Bnrstyn, who .studied at 
Strasberg*s Adsorb Studio in New ■ 
York, explain: “What Lee* train¬ 
ing was, was to learn how not to 
lie-To realty teUtheumh. Haw not 
to act. That'S wh^ be.taughtHow . 
not to pretend...’To not; act as 
fhougAT£eel.bad r but to feeJbad.'" 

- < Okay, so. many- people thought 1 
the guy -was some kind of hut — 
and a' heartiest 'one, 1 : at. that, 
according to Ben Gazzara, who 


faking and actors’ methodology 


called him “occasionally very kind; 
too often a bit cruel" — but he did 
manage' to attract (or produce?) 
some of the world’s greatest movie 
, stars: Robert De Niro, Jack, 
Nicholson, James Dean, Steve Mc¬ 
Queen, Dustin. Hoffman, Al Pa- 
ana Anne Bancroft, Jane Fonda, 
Harvey Keitel, Eli Wallach, Sally 
Field, Kenneth Williams, Hattie 
Jacques. Okay, not Williams and 
Jacques, but they put into perspefr 
.dve the startling acting calibre of 
■the restof this usl 
; Between them, Strasbergs pu¬ 
pils have been nominated for more 
than 100 Oscars. That's probably 
wfty Al Pacino says-(now.'evoy-. 
body take five while we dig deep 
into out past so that we can 
summon up raw emotion of what 
it actually feels like-to listen to 
what Al has to say..: Ready? 
Okay, JetTs take it from the top...) 
That'S probably why Pacino says: 
“I believe that acting as we know it 
today in film, American' acting 


— is, and has been, influenced by 
Lee Strasberg. No doubt about it" 
But irs not as straightforward as 
it sounds. Strasberg felt: “Emotion 
couldn't be faked, it had to be felt" 
So whar acting methodology 
would he have advised for the 
coffee-shop scene in' When Harry 
Met Sally, when Meg Ryan fakes 
an orgasm to prove a point to Billy 
Crystal? Does she summon up her 
experence of real orgasm to per¬ 
form the scene with verisimilitude? 
Or must she dredge up the raw 
emotion of an occasion when she 
faked an orgasm to reproduce the 
effect authentically? And if the 
latter, would the scene look more 
realistic or less realistic than if she 
had actually tried to relive a true 
orgasm? No wonder Ryan howled. 

I n 1955; Strasberg pulled off his 
greatest coup when Marilyn 
Monroe, then Hollywood's 
biggest star, joined his troupe. He 
became ho- constant companion: 


REVIEW 



Joe 

Joseph 


some say a Svengali-type figure 
who exploited her vulnerability. 
She even moved Into the Strasberg 
family's apartment. Like many 
men of the time, Strasberg might 
well have wanted to experience the 
raw emotion of having Monroe 
live under the same roof as him 
(although not In the same bed) and 
might have realised that the smart¬ 
est way of achieving this was to be¬ 
come a famous acting coach. In 


that sense, there was method in his 
madness. 

Clare Bea van’s film was compel¬ 
ling, beautifully put together, and 
she culled some big stars eager to 
pay tribute to their late mentor: it 
was a nice touch to shoot the 
interviews in Katz's Lower East 
Side deli in black and white, 
creating an effect that was two 
parts Broadv/ay Danny Rose and 
one pari Manhattan. But we all 
knew Strasberg was a monster he 
was famous for it. so there was no 
sense of stripping away a walnut 
veneer to reveal the chipboard 
man underneath. Could be that 
Reputations is running out of 
subjects: may be their researchers 
will strike lucky and find that 
Himmler ached only to spend his 
life selling Mr Whippy ice cream to 
Jewish schoolldds in Berlin, or that 
Sylvester Stallone has spent his life 
making profitable movies but real¬ 
ly wants to be an actor. 

If Al Padno ever finds himself 


cast as a nerve transplant surgeon, 
hell have no option but to scrub up 
and spend time in the operating 
theatre with Susan MacKinnon at 
Washington University's School of 
Medicine. The subject of BBCl's 
QED. Dr MacKinnon is the first 
surgeon to have carried out a 
successful nerve transplant, reviv¬ 
ing once-paralysed limbs by stitch¬ 
ing in nerves from a dead donor. 

S adly. Brad Zapalowski. the 
16-year-old whose 14-hour 
operation provides the core 
of the programme, is one of her 
operating4ab!e failures: he had 
severed his left arm in a boating 
accident. It was a film that made 
the spirits soar, but the stomach 
heave — unless you are the type 
that doesn't get squeamish at the 
sight of a bowl of spaghetti-style 
nerve fibres being seafpel-trimmed 
and sewn into an arm sliced open 
to receive them. Luckily for 
fainthearts, the programme went 


out at 10pm: not so much post- 
watershed as'post-supper- 

Surely Oliver James could use a 
spell at Strasberg'5 Actors* Studio 
to bone up on what it is like to 
interview somebody on television. 

whether you are a psychiatrist or 
not Julian Clary was the latest 
victim of The Chair (BBC2). Once 
more. James shed as much illumi¬ 
nation as a glow-worm in the 
Albert Hall. He was shocked to 
hear that Gary had slept with 
women. “If you actually sleep with 
a woman, is it the sort of actual 
body that you Ye just not turned on 
by? Is that how it works?" Crikey! 
He sounded like Eric Idle in 
Monty Python's “nudge-nudge" 
sketch. 

Clary just looked quietly pitying 
ar James, wondering if maybe he 
were the first homosexual that 
James has ever run across. Lord 
knows, that Anthony Clare can be 
a big ham. But compared to him, 
Oliver James is a pork scratching. 
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6-OOam Bmtinw&a B re ak fast (97095) 

7.00 BBC (T} (92453) - 

9.00 Extra (7) (3124434) - 

9-20 Ready, Steady, Cook{r) (TJJI548540) 
WO KHrey 05^5227908) ; 

10.30 Gloria'* Ttm* OffWHi Jim Davidson 

&asj[iBSjVf 

10.45 News (T)' Regionai News arid weather 
■ (Sfel4lB8) ' 

lO^OCrictot-FcHirttv Tost — England v 
... Au*trofla.Tony Lewis introduces bafRjy- 
>v . b4 -coverage oL.the. first session at 
_ - tfeadfngley. Continues' oh - BBC2 
(3J051095) \ •. . 

12L35)imliMgfabo(ir8 Catharine begins to 
.. wonder if she wffl ever getridcrfherL- 
, . ptetes (1)18621786) 

1 M One Cy Clock News (T) ({6540) 
I^OftegfonaTNewECf) (42206057). .. 

IwdO Cricket: Fourth Test — England v 
' *• Australia. Afl the action from the first 
: aftsmoon at Haadlnglay (60019279) 

4.00 Pppeye (7667250) 4.10 Dlnobabies 
’ 435 < ^ ar * oon ^ tters 

5.00 Hayvsroiaid (T) (1814144) - 

M 0 %fc^ t3rovB Sita reveaIs a long-kept 
V-^i»CrtKO r n)(44020^ - 

. 5^5 Fte|g^t>ours (i) (7) (685569) 
fiL90£ix O’Clobk NewafT) (347) ; 

6^0 R^lone1N«w«^r) (927) ? ■ ■ ‘ 

7.00 Wab^dog: Value fbt Money flow to { 
•;} . trandetm a kjtchenln 48'Jh'bus; a took at 
driving schpbfa^raSicoate are put to the 
' : test Plus: Vaaiessa Feta's " essential 
*• - shOrtAig'fliAle (T)'(96ie) •V"'. . ' - 

7J30£ntEndsrs.-.(an .putean Interesting 
. Xpcb(x*sfliqn_toPaL^^whfe^the-iohg.srrntif 
- . the tow forces Mgel in to" a. comer.. Grant 
‘.has_ a romantic: encpitoter_whk* gives 
him a sumrising seise of setf-regfesaflon 
d)(8ii) . : f , • . 

8.00 Airport Diana; Princess trf Wales, Iriesirr - 
/Blip unnottcedp est He athrow'sever-aiert 
, press,corps (T>(8366) 

&30 Gotchs HaB of Fame (1) (7873) 

9.00 Nbw O’clock News (T) (9453) ' • 

9^0 One Fibbt in On Grave-The MS&kew 
. household late-tool of/ari- eyfl curse. 
Comedy, starring Richard Wilson and 
Annette Crosbie (r) (1) (42873) WALES: 
9J0 Referendam '97 (590273) 10.10 I 
, Smith and Jones (762279) 10.40 The . 
Last Governor (2129705). HAS FILM: 
The Pfrik Panther Strikes Again (250811) - 
1^Nai^head8nes;Weather (3733941) 
10JX) Smith and Jones Last episode in tots 
series of.ouHnnd W i COfnady from.Mel 
Smith and GriS RhyB Jones (T) (36724) 
10JO The Last.Govemor (4/5) Public anxiety 
In Hong "Kong over how the 1997 
handover may .affect cMT rights'-tores. 
Governor Chds Patten to cm the 1995 
elections tn-an attempt to pave the way 
for democracy (1) (1564906) ,. 

11.35 The Pink Panther Strikes Again (1976) 

M PeterSellets.asaedderit-prone 

Inspector. Ctouseau. tends off the. 
unwanted attentions of a _muder 
syncficate.Drected by Blake Edwards (I) 
(722095) .. 

1.15am Weether (3711729) ’ 


Vktaonus+ and the Video HusCodM . 
The'numbers non to each .TV- pr o g r a mme 
Baling arm Vtdeo PlusCode” numbers, which 
alow you to proofwi^ ywvk^rKprtler 
InatanSy wBh awdeoBua-i- handset. Tap fri 
flw.Vktao fluaCocto.tor the upoamma you 
wish to record. Videop*us+ (*). fescode (*) 
end Video Programmer are trademarks of 
■ Gematar D ww tapment Ltd- . 7 - 


6.00 am O U: Listening In the Dark 

(7708908) 6J2S Flyirg In Birds (7787415) 
880 Natural Navigators (6918569) 7.15 
See Hear Breakfast News (T) (6663724) 
730 Teietubbias (7782182) 7^5 Brum 
. . (6376540) 8.10 Raccoons (6726279) 
8^5 Bright Sparks (T) (311CS40) 9.05 
■ . ■ Spidamian (5309724) 935 Glad Rags 
(2204960) 

.10.00 The Moomins (7061417) 1025 Oakie 
Doke (7428569) 10.40 Spider (6769417) 
10.45 Teletubbies (555298) 11.15 The 
Record (8071366) 11.40 Moon Over 
kfiami (r) (T) (9946502) 1230pm For the 
LOMB of It (81422415) 

12£5 Cricket: Fbttftii Test Engfend v Australia 
(8629328) 

1.00 A to Z of Food (25835927) 1.10 
Beechgrove Garden: the First Season 
(70357845) 1.40 Blockbusters "■ 
(59205960) 2.05 The Natural World (r) (T) 
(5518415) 3J» News (T) (1758618) 3J» 
Westminster with Nick Ross (T) 
(6606182) 3^5 News (T) (2197906) 

4.00 Cricket Fourth Test Coverage from 
Headingtey (89489076) 

625 Star Trek: Deep Space Nine Srsko is 
sent back to earth to be acting head of 
Starfleet security (665502) 

7i10 Ren and Sthnpy A foreign down finds a 
friend in Stimpy (837298) 

7-30 M flTO jl M How Bulkfings Laam 
WW IB MM Stewart Brand explores how 
.. people use buCdings (T) (453) 

8.00 Viftiti Harvest with Wck Naim Nick has 
a scuba^Sving lesson and picks 
blackberries in preparation (or mi 
. underwater scaflop harvest; picking 
biadtoerries; organic beef farming, and 
meets' up with a Highland cattle farmer 
who uses organic methods j(T) (6908) 
WALES: 8.00 And Now. Over to Our 
. . Friends In Wales 8J0 Homeland at the 
Royal Welsh Show 

8^30 Tracks Spider. huriting; weird and 
wonderful. stile ctfanbing; and beach 
1 furniture in Somerset (T) (5415) 

- Third Rack from the Sun' 

HDH Award-winning sitcom about 
four'aliens who assume human form and 
oorne.to Hve on Earth (1/2) (T) (802908)' ! 



Jack Davenport as Miles (9^5pm) 

9JS ni This Ufa MBIy thinks she's 
BOcffl come up trurr^ss and MBes is 
.^hast to' learn Anna's secret (T) 
■- ‘ (821569)' ' 

10,28 Talking Tate (719347) 1030 Newsrright 
' m (916521) 11.15 Cricket: HlghBghts 
. . (258279) 11.55 Weather (704298) 12.00 

. MWnjght Hour (39835) 

1230am Learning Zone: Fuelling the 
PhlBppines Tiger (16496) 1.00 
. Cpnbdfrng Carnival Crowds? Crwrd 
. ~ . • behaviour .(21564) 2.00 Fun with Kids 
.EsMrtials (73G90) 4.00 Greek Language 
; and People (33632) 5.00 Busmess and 
. Work (84106] 


6.00am GMTV (3659940) 935 Win. Lose or 
Draw (0 (I) (1549279) 935 Judge Judy: 
See Monday (T) (4252908) 1030 News 
(T) (8047705) 1035 Regional News (T) 
. (8046076) 

1030 Cruel Doubt (1/2) Mirk-senes based on a 
true story. A woman is accused of murder 
when her husband is killed in therr bed 
(94739328) 

1230pm Regional News (7) (8285163) 

1230ITN News (T) (8640811) 

1235 Shorttand Street (8625502) 

13S Home and Away (T) (37337347) 

130 Cat Crazy (59212250) 

230 Contract for Murder (552261B) 

330 News (T) (1765908) 335 Regional News 
(T) (1764279) 3.30 Potamus Park (r) 
(4064453) 3.40 Wizadora (r) (1355076) 
330 Rupert ( 1 ) (6940347) 4.15 

Transylvania Pel Shop (T) (4077076) 4A0 
Reboot (8293908) 

5.10 A Country Practice (1468811) 

5.40 FIN News (T) (828347) 

6l 00 Home and Away Chloe finds what she 
thinks Is a new direction in hfe (r) (T) 
- (802182) 

635 HTV Weather (158908) 

630 The West Tonight (845) 

730 Enwnerdale Charlie plucks up the 
courage to confront Greg (T) (4786) 
730340 Should there be a national 
registration system for nannies? Julia 
SarryerriEe Wroduces a film higMighting 
flaws In the currant system (T) (279) 

830 The BUI: Mr Friday Night Boyden and 
Page question a suspect in connection 
with the disappearance of a gfrl whose 
love of the good life has seemtogty led 
her Into very bad company (I) (3434) 

830 Undercover Customs Trevor McDonald 
narrates toe remarkable, true story of how 
determined Customs officer Lesley Allen 
smashed a goto-smuggling operation 
worth millions (T) (2569) 



Mark McManus as Taggart (9.00pm) 

9.00 Taggart Prayer for the Dead The hard- 
nosed Glaswegian detective's enquiries 
reach a corcluson (r) (T) (8095) 

1030 News at Ten (T) and weather (21892) 
1030 Regional News (T) (307989) 

10.40 The West This Week (743502) 

1130 Frieze Frame (T) (248057) 

11.45 Hunter (r) (889298) 

1235am The LADS (T) (5769477) 

1.10 Funny Business (2055038) 

1.40 Planet Rock Profile (4036496) 

2.10 Late and Loud (r) (8141767) 

335 3-D (r)(T) (66227212) 

. 335 The Good Sex Guide Late (5039564) 
435 The Time, the Place (r) (22691019) 

5.00 Garden Calendar (r) (T) (74583) 

530 News (27090) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except 

1030am FUm: Going in Style (94739328) 

1235pm-135 A Country Practice (8625502) 

5.10- 530 Shorttand Sheet (1468811} 

635 Centra) News (887873) 

1030 FUm: Iron Eagle H (57963434) 
1230am Funny Business (8097903) 

1.15 Rocfcmanta (285944) 

2.15 The Loop (27632) 

. 5L45 God’s Gift (6034106) 

330 Late and Loud (8974941) 

[y=f: WESTCOUNTHY . 1 

As HTV West except 
1030am Film: Going sn Style (94739328) 
1235pm Home and Away (9717958) 
130-130 Emmerdale (83402714) 

5.10- 5.40 Home and Away (1468811) 
6.00-7.00 Westcountry Live (65724) 

10A5 Overdrive (344279) 

11.15 Crowded House: Farewell to the 
World Concert (769724) 

12.15am Weekly World News (3284309) 

ibmdiah 

As HTV West except 
1030am Cartoon Time (2948279) 

10.40 David the Gnome (3332182) 

11.05 Cartoon Time (305532B) 

1135 Bravestarr (8064076) 

1130 Dinosaurs (3253366) 

5.10pm-5.40 Horae and Away (1468811) 
6.00 Meridten Tontght (415) 

630-730 Grass Roots (845) 

1030 Merkfian News and Weather (321569) 

10.45 Him: The Killing Mind (13182417) 

I . i AW6UA -0-- 

As HTV West except 

1030am Cartoon Time (2948279) 

10A0 David the Gnome (4077705) 

11.15 Cartoon Time (7722989) 

1135 Bravestarr (8064076) 

11-50 Dinosaurs (3253366) 

1235-135 A Country Practice (8625502) 
5.10-5.40 Shorttand Street (1468811) 

635 Anglia News (887873) 

1030 Anglia News and Weather (321569) 
1045 The Magic and Mystery Show (344279) 
11.15 WaterHnes (334892) 

11.45 New York News (389298) 


Starts: 6.00am Sesame Street (80705) 7.00 
The Bigger Breakfast (85415521 ] 9.05 Saved 
by the Belt The New Class (5394892) 935 
The Secret World of Alex Mack (2210521) 
10.05 Sister, Sister (3166601) 1035 The 
Crystal Maze (7964502) 1135 The Bigger 
Breakfast (7067415) 1230 House to House 
(28705) 1230pm Rick) Lake (55347) 130 Slot 
Meithrtn (25811347) 1.15 WU Cwac Cwac 
(25809502) 130 Film: Ifs a Wonderful Worid 
(4933561B) 335 Travelog Treks (5497705) 
330 Hera's One I Made Earlier (873) 4.00 
Bewitched (908) 430 Absolutely Animals 
(892) 530 5 Pump (4259663) 530 Gogs 
(7473328) 530 Countdown (144) 6.00 
Newyddkxi (894298)635 Heno (880960) 635 
Jac yn y Bocs (165298) 7.00 Pobol y Cwm 
(549521) 735 Sgrtn T1 Synfetd? (385778) 830 
Y Sloe Fawr (1076) 830 Newyddlon (3811) 
9.00 The Jewel in the Crown (6637) 10.00 
Tour de France (29434) 1030 FUm: The 
Missouri Breaks (77772960) 1230am Trial 
and Error (5844380) 




6.00am Sesame Street (r) (80705) 

7.00 The Bigger Breakfast Incorporates 9.05 
Saved By the Bell: The New Class (r) (T) 
935 The Secret World of Alex Mack 
10.05 Sister. Sister (r) 1035 The Crystal 
Maze (r) 1135 The Bigger Breakfast 
(5274811) 

1230 House to House Political magazine (Tj 
(28705) 1230pm My So-Called Life |r) 
(4639521) 135 Making Money. A New 
Zealand comedy short (25823182) 

1.40 Stanley and Livingstone (1939, b/wj 

n Biopic starting Spencer Tracy, Nancy 
Kelly and Cednc Hardwicke Directed by 
Henry King (T) (45425989) 

330 Here's One I Made Earfler Beef and 
tempura fumble; chicken and tomato 
roulade; brandy snap baskets (T) 1873) 
430 Bewitched (r) (T) (908) 430 Countdown 
CD (8762415) 435 Ricki Lake (r) (T) 
(2622298) 530 Pet Rescue (r) (T) (144) 
6.00 Tour De France Colmar to Montbeliard: 

a distance ol 175km (647) 
630HoUyoaks Teen soap. Kurt and Ruth 
experience difficulties in married fife (T) 
(637) 

730 Channel 4 News (T) Indudes headlines 
and weather at 7 30 (440540) 

730 Deadline 2000 Sally Ann Flemons of 
Global Action Plan says we must start 
being responsible about water usage (T) 
(551304) 

8.00 Time Team Archaeological adventuie 
series. The team travel to Cornwall to 
Investigate a 2.000-years-oW 
underground chamber With Mick Aston 
and Tony Robinson (1/6) (r) (T) (6873) 



Paedophile Bobby Oatway (9.00pm) 

9.00 HBBSjFH Hunting Bobby Oatway A 
paedophile's victims houid 
their convicted attacker on his release 
from prison (T) (6637) 

10.00 Whose Line is K Anyway? Improvised 
comedy show (T) (222434) 

1035 Northern Exposure Alaska-sel off-beat 
comedy Barbara becomes besotted with 
with vldinist Cat (T) (476328) 

1130 Weekly Planet Jon Snow chairs a 
discussion on child labour (22415) 
1.00335am Midnight Underground 

Experimental films Was She There A 
woman disappears in Blackpool 
(9697800) 135 Head case A home 
movie horror (8384496) 1.40 Running 
Light Enforced labour and displaced 
persons (3285632) 135 Performing 
Family A family reanimates on Hi-8 
(2108458) 235 Trying to Kiss the 
Moon An autobiography spanning 50 
years (8123361) 3.05 Extract The 
narrator reads a letter from a former lover 
(96987903) 330 The Curtain How we 
perceive reality (98886816) 

335 Citizen 2000 (r) (T) (2025670) 435 
Geographical Eye (r) (22682361) 5.00 
Tour De France (n (72125) 530 
Backdate (r) (T) (25632) 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies tor transponder No 
63 are picture: 1032075 Gita; sound: 
7.02 and 730 MHz 

6.00am 5 News Early (9196960) 

730 Havakazoo (7939347) 8.00 The Enid 
Blylon Adventure Series (7829144) 8.30 
WtoeWorid (7828415) 

9.00 Espresso (3529705) 10.00 Exclusive (r) 
(5508415) 1030 Instant Gardens (rj 
(7848279) 

11.00 Leeza (6480095) 11.50 Double Espresso 
(19231453) 12.00 The Bold and the 
Beautiful m (7822231) 

1230pm Family Affairs (r) (T) (4403989) 

1.005 News Update (T) (97166665) 135 
Sunsel Beach (T) (8446076) 2.00 5’s 
Company (6419231) 

330 The War Between Us (1995) with 

M Shannon Lawson. Mieko Oucho and 
Robert Wisden. Drams about a friendship 
between a Japanese woman and a 
Canadian in the Second World War 
Directed by Anne Wheeler (1945076) 
530 5’s Company: Late Extra (68569989) 
530100 Per Cent The game show without a 
host (7276569) 

6.00 Move on Up Fast-moving game show (I) 
(7266182) 

630 Family Affairs Chris lells Duncan that he 
no longer trusts him (T) (7257434) 

730 Exdusivel Entertainment news, lea luring 
stories on music, film, television and 
fashion plus ail the latest gossip With 
Julia Bradbury (6516873) 

730 Close Encounters: Man Made for 
Nature The creation ol a new landscape 
in a valley'm Bristol (T) (7253618) 

8.00 The Car Show Motoring magazine 
presented by Mariella Frostrup and 
Tristram Payne (6525521) 

830 5 News (T) (6511328) 



Petty officer Jack Nicholson (9pm) 

9.00 The Last Detafl (1973) with Jack 

B Nicholson, Randy Quaid arid Otis Young. 
Comedy-drama about two veteran sailors 
escorting a colleague to jail. Directed by 
Hal Ashby (60318724) 

10.50 Not the Jack Docherfy Show 

(1053892) 

1135 Prisoner: Cell Block H (5538317) 
1235am Live and Dangerous Sports 

magazine programme featuring football 
action from both the United Slates and 
Brazil (81156651) 

435 The Streets of San Francisco Classic 
American police drama with Michael 
Douglas and Karl Malden (1768651) 

530100 Per Cent (r) (3500670) 


SATELLITE 





• For more comprehensive 
listings of satellite and cable 
tittniiric see the Directory, 
published on Saturday 
SKY1 

BJBam Moran Stay (733073) BJJO Regs 
and KatHo Lee (573667 10-00 Another 
Worid (26434) IIjOO Days .of Our Lives 
146298) tiOO Oprah Whliey PB32B) 
iJOOpm Gttafdo (98076) 2JQ0 Ssfly Jessy 
Raphael (7S386] W» Jenny Jones (98502) 
44X> Oprah Wlnbey (17637) SL0O Sac Tide 
Next Generation (6163] *U» Lfvo 6 Shew 
(2453) A30 Menfed wtih CtSdran (3706) 
700 file Slmpscre (7892)7.30 M*A*S*H 
(BBeojaaoitwdftock from The 
A3D The Nanny (2347) 9-00 SeSnfekf 
^6291)930 Mad About Vbu (80057) 104» 
CWcegO Hope j4S640) TLOO Star Trek; 
NwttJererafan (27163) 12M Late Show 

IJS&41) 1 JXIeni H4(B66O07O) - 

■ : . : • • 

. TAOpaSupertBy (9408237)730 Super- 
boy (GE55144) 630 Unsolved MyMSfiw 
. OBtZtBSlj 9JOO ■ ttgnlander (2632927). 
«UX»S)kWar.psOH7aS) IIJMJn the Had 
te^t(6747163) 129Q hB MX Long 


I SK^NEWS 

IfafbetoBna^covarage. WtiibuBalinaon-' 

' tfohOW.M houra aday, savwd^s aveek 

SKYIlbVlES - : : 


OAOm -\TMrb* . : Charifla ■. M 
. (39094163) .74®.-awa«Pf Shay (Ifleg 
fiBtaaPS9 ; -aao: fineet Hre*». 
- Adwterew Jjva Yoons 

(Sflft^rtJSStanoea^StoiTaJ. 

* Matter end - Deughtar- (1«». 

--ssara&s^sss-saS: 

SS&ISfSSfiS'.'fB 

.met- 

kffiLSDan She- rtuB« **"* Jt**® 
2J0 TIW EOmA of O re?* 
DM m WriirtMlan Mreififflfe 
(1»7a IttSSHB «J» 
red flw CukW of Goid TIB7S) (26570); 

THE iyk?VIE CHANNEL 

MOW (1833) VBX&Q v 


7.15 Rw Cram Back (1938) (272B96 0). 
&30 kwWNa Mom (1W®) 151233453] 

■ 1005 Joan Of pari* (1942) (51444095] 
12.00 Stuart Sanaa Hto FrenBy (1885) 

'. (2Seai).2JX)pm Brigham Yeung (1940) 

■ (32434) OOOfcnMMaNoaifl9BS) (9637) 
8.00 Raitkia Thandar (1994) (24571434) 
7.40 Top 10 (71327^ a» Nowhara to 
HWa (1098) (24415) 1000 Candyman 
(1992) (130705111^0 Marwi i rtt a (1995) 
(S1B988) 1.16am- Lady KBar 
(2S7962) 048 Net . LAa Ua (1995) 

. (3460S0) 4JM GuHvei'a-Tipvala (1983) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 

-6JOOpm Victory «t E«W*a. (1978) 
(2248144) aOO Tha Ma cMntoe tr Man 
-(1973) (2050683) HUM Colore (1968) 
(BB688182) ISLOSam A MflfitoiarB otlQu 
S fcaat Ih Fra*V* » **"■*. t 1 ”^ 
(31B3203S] 1J30 Tha .M** 1 

(1945) (2105835) 3.10-5X0 Mgtmnsre 

ABay (1947) (0603019) 

.. Tm 

9.00pm Hnnl Vanflct (ISBI) (87854434) 
11J»IadyL(t96S)@4W4W)12^ 
Bran TarflW U87B) (8»E3a2n Z4S- 
SLOO FkreT Wcflct (1991) (97934903) 

SKYSPOHTS1 _ 

7jQ0araSportsCertre (684356^ TrtSGet. 
Fir for FootbaB (8951908) TAO Wtedfog.. 
(10906) &30 Racing NareS Wfw 
Sports Centra. [602678^ 9-15 Get F< tea 
RxxtMfi (1068811) 8J0 Aarottcs Ot.Siyle 
‘ (BSairitUM Eiwpean Tour Magazre 
t«8lTV 1DL3D Got Dutch Open-Lire 
- (62502! .tiZttpm .GOti- 5«wr ft«Bh 
Open-Ltio. (06453)^230 M. DiM 
' Open—Uira (4137BG) ttOD-floft J«WX 
aflWi.Open—Uw 

■ P7327 ^ A 1 S Ge l fit far 

, ^BSJ 7J90 Fomuta Trite (ffiiB3) A00 .- 
-SiBtet. Fourth WPMSaS 
Cenlre.(4fi0434) TftlS GS FB 6Dr Foott* 

• MBsm mao ag st«s isiots) itjo 

GtfTD^h DpsrlMOS7) 

. txn ond Jeota worid (80797) : 

0?4» (2672941) 2.15330 Gs» F» »» 

' Foctbdl 0677496) - - * 

skY.SPOHTS2 

' BJMpol Tnht Li»S. (9W7163) ftOO Worid ; 
’Slow: Lfiagt» vrih BJda en d Sleso 
£3096182) 1030 Gerfc G*w« 
lijs-ut Behby Chariton* - Foonefl 
' Scratfxnk'^&3fl61 BJ. 


SKY SPORTS 3 

1200 FiJ.ThrotfB (12110279) 12JOpm ftg 
srm& (507^1163) 130 World at Super 
. League win Eddie and Stevo (70405453) 
aao Bogdng: L*n v Balogou (12665006) 
EjOO Wtrosflng (526585401 6m hade its 
PGA Tour (1B172298) 630 Grantee Mo- 
mens in Sport (19156ES0) 7-00 Calgary 
SHBrpede (46947988) 930 Golf: Greater 
Haitfard Open—Uw (87666802) ItOO- 
1130 Ftd fiirottie t604SS02) 

EUROSPORT _ ' 

730am Motors (10796) 830 Motorcycling 
(61057) 930 Tour DeJVance (62368) 1030 
OUraod (66076) 1130 Karting (7K40) 
12.00 Live Tennis pi415) 2 -OOpm Tore P a 
France (430*53] 430 Uve Tennis (63076) 
830 sumo 5G714) 730 AerotHes (77521) 
830 Bating (93569) 930 Tots De France 
(E332S) 1130 SaSng ^6808) 1130- 
1230sm FooTbaS (557tK>) 

UK GOLD _ 

730am Animal Magic (6261637) 738 
Neighbours (57M415) 8.00 Oosaoeds 
(8875665) 8JSS EaslEndBS (7296347] 9J» 
The BU (4046144) 930 SheBey (8580057) 
mOO Telysteck (1702183) 1030 The 
Sultans (4042328) 1130 Bergerac 

(49674724) 123Spm Crossroads 
(61391273) 1230 Neighbours (8584873) 
1 J» EasSndera (5232908) 155 No Rate 
Ute Home IS000673) 2.15 The liwr Bedfi 
(2621724) 2JS0 Q Ain't Ha9 Hot Mum 
19390751) 330 The B* (9614144) *30 
BoOrt (1441231) 530 Casuatiy (66504279) 
6.05 EasiBKtBrs (880907b) *40 Brush 
Strates (7787366)730 Dr Who Tha Brain 
dl MorUus (5810144) 730 Gtelte BM 
Uddrad (9194861) 830 HHDe-H 16874279) 
930 fiw BU (1447415) MO C hancer 
(20107106) 1035 Utoed Video (29573®) 
11.15 Uve al Jongsajre (3337647) 11-« 
Gold Goes Pop ( 1960415 ) 1230am R's a 
Knockout (33221106) 130 BQ OBtf 
(4890903) Z35 Stopping (4121B372) 

GRANADA PLUS _ 

630am file Bm HBOSZSI) 73 0 Coron a- 
ton 9 (2881665) 730 Famta (3336750) 
830 Skipriafii Surprise 14609089) aOO 
Do^psBy and Makopaeee ^446568) 1030 
Gertie Touch (7936714) 1130 Lonricm'e 
Emm 053896Q 1330 Cftfin ctoti 9 
(4740250) «J0pm Farrinu (4166291) 
130 Two's Company (3231106) 150 The 
Beautiy Home Stoa (5515731) 230 
Surprise! Surprise! (56382961 830 Gents 



Jotfy RfehMdson and Tad Danaon In Loch rtfess(Sky Movies, 9pm) 


Touch (5450250) 430 Dempsey and 
Makepea«(6445057)530London’5Bufn. 
ng (1340279) 630 Farata (6221096)530 
Cointoon 9 (8212347) 730 Gertie Touch 
(1109502) 830 Dempsey and Makepeace 
(1108250) 030 Coronation 9 (5474568) 
aaoTheWhoetoppeni end Shunters Social 
Oft [406 0647) 1030-1130 London's 
Burning (1138873) 

THE DISNEY CHANNEL 

630am DiriDo'e. Cecils (354341 630 
Faena Tale ThCJtro (71415) 7JO utile 
Mermaid (7974540) 738 Timor and 
Pumtee (6841366) 8.10 Goo! Troop 
(4214811) 030 Tflle S» (0502057) A29 
Aladchn (6433540) 10.15 Quack Pack 
(3732811) 1130 Boy Meets World 
(5968076) 11-25 The Wonder Years 
(7402160] 1130 Tmon ana Fumtaa 
(4257347) 1235pm Banters (1795415] 
1230 MuaoscopteMnon (38395366) 1235 
&g Gwege (356387TE) 1230 Sen Me a 

Story (6705705) 1.15 Uadson't Atan- 
twM Growing Up WSd (S31M5GS1 1^0 
Adwrturee in Wondertand (2157B78Q 236 
Serial Stones (868620271 2.10 Lamb 
CHOP'S PJav-Abng (323S5250I 230 Care 
Bears (7762434) 330 Lite Mermad 
(4026705) 325 Tirol end Pwtte 


[6025616] 3 AO Tale Spte (4561453) 435 
Tale Sprfi (94741631 *30 ChoasaOm 
£9796) 530 Aladtto (4S0347) A2S Timan 
and Pumbaa (5631231) 535 fAgrty Ducte 
(546231) 630 Hash Fontard (6800) 530 
Boy Meets World (4231) 730 Thunder Alley 
(5618) 730 FILM Three Man and e Baby 
195704347) 935 Daw's World (784231) 
830-1030 Golden Gats (43163) 

FOX KIPS NETWORK 

630am Dedy and H& Friend; (5009705) 
830 Hnocxhn (6847734) 730 Samurai 
Ptea Cais (E738H5)730Teenage Mutant 
Hem Turtes (6740260) 930 Casper 
16541889) 830 Power Rangera Zfio 
(853396Q 030 Masked Brier (855^40) 
930 Bcettebargs (9580618) 1030 
SpWeiman (6746434) 1130 X Men 
(6608616) 1130 Ffraraom 2040 (6660347) 
1230 The Tick (854407Q 1230pm LOe 
wdh Lome (9584434) 130 Casper 
(6737788) 130 Eekf (9583705) 230 Samu¬ 
rai Rasa Cah (75036011 230 Hem Turtles 
(5274279) 330 Casper (455338B) 330 
Power Rangers Zoo (52797241 430 
Masked Rider (5258231) 430 Beetiebcags 
(525441S) 5.00 Sprierman (3050038) 030 
X Man (5275909) 630-7.00 Goosehumps 
(5259960) 


630am izn ogoud 149908) 630 

Dangermousa (609E7) 730 Dennis me 
Menace 168057) 730 Where's Waty 
(70692) 830 Batman (11124) 830 An 
Aneck (16827) 930 Earthworm Jm (32057] 
1030 Gravedate Ugh (5127Q1030 Hash 
Gordon 125279) 11.00 Creepy Crarriors 
(84347) 1130 Cadlacs and Dlnosauts 
(85076) 1230 Gtavedale High (61601) 
1230pm Stern Dawgs (36873) 130 Ba- 
man (67328) 130 Dengaimouse (35144) 
230 Creepy Crawlers (7078) 230 Hash 
Gordon (57241 330 Some the Hedgehog 
(9811) 330 Earthwum Jbn (TO69) 430 
Dermis the Menace (6078) 430530 AT 
Attack (596(8 

CARTOON NETWORK 

Non-stop cartoons tram 530am to 
8.00pm (ndudaa Tom and Jerry, Popeye 
and TwBrtctonec 

NtCKELODEON _ 

6.00am WufcLxJous World of Dr Seuss 
(94434) 830 WB Quack QuacWUata Bear 
Storte&Bananas in Pyjama5'Vk3or ana 
Marti 123873) 730 Babar (54231) 730 
Tales h orn Ihe Cryprireeper (733861 830 
Jumaty (68960) 830 Hey Amoldl (672311 
030 Rugrafs (81811) 030 Ungrate (94873) 
1030 Doug (47453| 1030 Aaahh* Real 
Monsters (57096) 1130 Recto 09873) 
1130 Ren end Stimpy (30502) 1230 Pda 
and Pete (78347) 1230pm Clarissa Ex- 
plaits a Al (43219) 130 Alex Mack 153502) 
130 Round the Twsa (97960) 230 Bafey 
Kipper's Point ot View (2502) 230 Lnfc&l 
PH Shop (9750) 330 Sockin' Around (16371 
330 Bfurto Iho Kid (2095) 430 Hay Amok* 
(15021 430 Pugrals (7786) 530 Srslcr 
Scter (G1B2) 530 Safer Sister (1366) 830 
Masha (8279) 630-T30 Arc You Mrairi tri 
the Daik? (2231) 

TROUBLE _ 

1230 Bytei Grove (4051076) 1230pm 
Ready or Not 03519569) 130 Mattson 
(9216927) 130 Sweet Vatey rtgn 
(8501540) Z30 Scan's Crossing (2502?3ij 
230 No Naked Flames (9637095) 330 
B*ter Grows (25213W) 330 Hangtmrw 
(963254^ 430 CaMon-w Dreams 

(9620347) 430 Sorrod by tho Bel (9817231) 
530 Swart Vafcy Hph (2526811) 530 
Ready a Not (9631811) 630 KanpUrne 
(9638724) 630 Madison (9629076) 730 
Saved oy Bw Befl (2513347) 730830 
CeBomra Dreams (9618960) 


BRAVO _ 

830pm RoboCop (8136B73J 930 LA Heel 
(El56837) 10.00 TtM « Duty (6159724) 
11.00 FUJI: Meet the Peebles (7561521) 
1.00am LA heal (40456321 230 Tour of 
Duty (5409309! 330 FILM: Terror Train 
(8804726) 530 RoboCop (8541767) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

730pm FtKcanne (3618) 730 Family Tbs 
( 8415) 830 E UK (2366) 830 Wngs (1B731 
9.00 Cheers (50637) 930 Dr KaE (1B453I 
1030 Nuiees (790761 1030 Carry 

Shandrtig (88724) 11.00 We Know Where 
You Uve (54182) 1130 Vacant Lof (43837) 
1230 Soap 115293) 1230am Lareine and 
Shmev (76816) 1.00 Cheers (32632) 130 
Dr Katz 188309) 230 E 01(31926)230 We 
Knew Wwie You Uw (12941) 330 Nurses 
(52496) 330-430 Wings (81403) 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

1.00am TwWgtn Zone (8212038) 130 Ora 
Step Beyond (8470372) 230 Fnd3v the 
13th (9284729) 3304.00 Dark Shadows 
(8279854) 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

S30BIB The joy Ol painting (40447B6) 930 
Garden Calender |8511927) 1030 Garten 
Orb (1700705) 1033 Craftwse (4073293) 
1130 Room tor improvement (1456521) 
1130 Graham Kerr (T459250) 1230 Jute 
Cttfd (4057250) 1230pm Hometme 
18582415) 130 Thrt OW H0u» (9289B73) 
130 Near Yankee Workshop (8561786) 
230The Houh (2616705)230 Dotefi k Up 
(9640569)330 Dong B Up (2527540) 330- 
4L00 Doing II Up (9612788) 

DISCOVERY _ 

mOpm The Bticmbts. (9624521) 43a 
ArilxJancei (9620705) 530 Connecrtcrt 2 
(2506057) 530 Jurat£ta (9611057) 630 
SavemEh Welch (85904341 730 Beyond 
2000 (2510521) 730 The BaBfe ot Actum 
(9B7I434J 830 Hew They BuH Ihe Owvtel 
Tutefl (6149347) 930 FSghBnc (1445057) 
930 Andiekfc. (B503279) 1030 Nnr 
Dctecnv^g (6)62298) 1130 The Piolos- 
aonalv (9299250 1230 The Extremists 
(1726381) 1230am Amhutincel (BS123C®) 
130 Tht! Baitto ol AcUrm (4004380) 130- 
230 Ccrmectons, 2 (7521503) 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

430pm Ute and Tines of Lad Mounted- 
ten (9006560 530 Driving Pa&sttim 


1658961B) 830 Ano»n1 Myacnos 
(9574163) 7.00430 &ogr3fhy Natalif 
Wood (8928415) 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

Wn unh Prize Time twice an hour 
535pm Crass VWs (7418908) 530 FamSy 
Fomxws (554250) 830 Cachphrase 
(4849601 735 Winner Takes AH [3797241 
730 Ghe Us A Clue (515328) 830 AS 
Clued Up 1409724) 930 Through ma 
teyhoe (798434) 935 Sate ol die Century 
(6831631 1M0 Traasue Hurt (14K31, 
1130 Steds (6735691 1230 Wrmor Takas 
AH (60767) 1230am Hat to Hart (22854) 
130 Surest Juafco |64689| 230 African 
Sties (34187) 330 My Two Dads (76090) 
330 Bri Brother Jake (58767) 4.00 The Pal 
Guy 164564) 5.00 Shopping (878001 

UK LIVING _ 

730am Tny Living 136012347) 9.0S A 
Woman Called Smah (41679081 9.T5 Gor¬ 
don Ehm (34708731 1035 jerry Springer 
(3457637) 1130 Young and ReetlMs 
(3615892) 1130 BiOOkede (9388298) 
1235pm Why Me? (70926906) 1235 
Te mpesn (4479540) 130 Rotonde 

(26*057) 230 Agony Experience 

(£4542791 330 Live al frree (90931960) 
435 Jetty Springer (6221347) 5.05 tinge 
(57100366) 530 Lucky UddtfS 15458095) 
830 I Drum ol Jeanne (7189144) 835 
Ready. Steady. Cook (2288453) 735 
Hearts Ate (7432882) 7J5 Brooksitte 
(1016818) 835 RotantJa (9367415) 030 
RLIfe A Bunny's Tri* (224-3502) 1130- 
12.00 S&.Faw(M7S788| 

ZEE TV _ 

730biti Lure Asia Cup Cnctei 430pm ZEE 
Zone Proserte 4.08 ZEE Top 10 530 Zone 
Time 525 DaQa Dadi W Kahari 630 Surry 
Men Lony 625 EkNoza 630 ZH£ and Vou 
730 Yon Zindagr 720 Cnemajc 8.00 
NeisG and Eumnwus 035 Andaz 935 Jsai 
930 Hasretain 1030 ZEE Presents 1020 
Yaadon K1 Banut 1130 Mara Ya Na Mano 
IT JO-12.00 itoatenan 


The 24 hour musk channe l. Indudos^ 
news, reviews, Uve cancan (tutips. m- 
wem and Die Idesi must video chans 


Tha vtdap hte channel. Ctisaic rock and 
pop vtdeo5 and the tost new sounds 
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RACING 43 

Crowd sizes to be 
restricted for 
Cheltenham Festival 


SPORT 


TENNIS 46 

Devon’s boys’ brigade 
playing hard and 
fast m Eastbourne 
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de destiny 



England await moment 


By Alan Lee, cricket correspondent 


THE preparations could not 
have gone bener. The recon¬ 
firmed team has spent three 
full days together, the pitch 
has been hand-picked and the 
Australians are being self- 
righreous. All rhat is left is rhe 
small matter of winning. For 
England, ir is a case of now or 
never. 

By die precedents of recent 
series, ir is a minor triumph 
for England to stand level 
with Australia three games 
into the summer. It will mean 
next to nothing if they are 
behind by next Monday, for 
then there will probably be no 
way back, bur if the fourth 
Com hi II Test can be won. the 
Ashes should follow. 

.After Edgbaston. and that 
long-ago euphoria. Heading- 
ley could always be identified 
as England’s best chance of 
earning another win. There is 
something about the plaoe. 
something that will be oddly 
missed if Yorkshire resist the 
efforts of the ground's owners 
ro keep them there and 
uproot to Wakefield. By way 
of a start, condirions promise 
a positive result By way of a 
warning, Australia neea not 
be on the wrong end of it. 

Clearly, they are piqued. 
Yesterday. Mark Taylor, the 
captain, expanded on his 
censure of the late change of 
pitch and gave his view that 
the new surface, agreed upon 
only last Friday, is "underpre- 
pared". He ventured no opin¬ 
ion on how it would behave, 
on the contrary suggesting 
rhar he did not have the first 
idea. 

Taylors disapproval is 
being echoed by Alan Cromp¬ 
ton. the tour manager, who 
yesterday sought a meeting 
with David Graveney. the 


chairman of the England se¬ 
lectors. It was Graveney who 
endorsed the change, but only 
after receiving a phone call 
last Wednesday, while on 
holiday in Spain, from Harry 
Brind.the inspector of pitches. 

The anxiety of Brind — who 
fussed proprietorially over the 
new pitch throughout yester¬ 
day — is easy to understand 
and so. in a sense, 
is the dismay of the touring 
team. The Australians, how¬ 
ever, must beware of portray- 
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ing cant and sanctimony on 
the issue. Englishmen with 
long memories have a list of 
occasions on which Australian 
pitches seemed somewhat less 
than even-handed. 

Wise old head that he is, 
Taylor will be fully aware (hat 
the change was made primari¬ 
ly through fears over the 
influence of Shane Wame. 
Equally, having studied the 
neighbouring pitches on this 
most controversial of squares. 
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ACROSS 

1 Impress; character (5) 

7 In lepra led: chemical-free 
(farming) (7| 

S Affect hann fully (7) 

9 “This blessed plot.— 
this —'" IR. II) (7) 

11 Ploughed row (6) 

15 US state; sounds like /rash 
pullover (5.6) 

15 One of similar appearance 
19) 

|9 Surviving (6) 

21 Nervous shaking (7) 

23 Betrayal of country (7) 

24 Brief f7) 

25 Plainest Gk. order (5) 


DOWN 

1 Join (fimher): neckwear (5) 

2 Provide (6) 

3 Venom (6) 

4 Speck of dust (4) 

5 Wanness (6) 

6 Trail blazer (7| 

10 A serious matter (2,4) 

1 2 Sam —. Pickwick's servant 
( 6 ) 

14 Keepeyeon(7) 

16 Tasteless, sentimental art 
( 6 ) 

17 Break (limit) (6) 

]8 Roman emperor's title (6) 
20 Pick-me-up (5) 

22 Check; stalk (4) 



Post your entry io Times Two Crossword. PU Box 68%. London EZ85P 
to arrive by next Monday. The winners' names and solution will appear 
an Wednesday. 


‘ Name/Address -—-——- 


SOLUTION TO NO 1153 

ACROSS: i Cache* 5 Calf 9Caican 10 Asthma 
it Teetotal 12 Orgies Is Waffle 18 Cucumber 20 Bandit 
S S 23 Seek 2-1 Nestle 

nnWN: 2 Archer 3 Hit it off 4 Toast 6 Aunt 7 Flambfc 
Slalom 12 Conn less 14 Nectar 16 Abacus 17 Lentil 
19 Cuban 21 Oupe 



he should concede that (he 
England authorities were enti¬ 
tled to be alarmed over the 
look of the original. 

It is a startling sight, too 
dry for comfort and remark¬ 
ably bare at the ends. Wame 
would doubtless have rel¬ 
ished it. but the match might 
not have lasted three days. 
Defeat in such circumstances 
would have constituted a 
spectacular own goal, one for 
winch the England manage¬ 
ment would rightly have been 
castigated. 

For many years past, Eng¬ 
land have been accused of 
inertia on such matters, of 
failing to exercise vigilance 
over their home pitches and 
of frequently handing the 
opposition their preferred 
condirions. To criridse the 
pro-active stance of the 
present management, then, 
would be extreme hypocrisy. 

Disingenuous though it 
may sound, the claim that the 
switch was made to achieve a 
bener surface gains credence 
once the pitches are inspected 
together. The new pitch is 
more evenly grassed and will 
be cut again this morning. 
England’s intention is to 
show their faith in it by 
batting first. 

This may change if the 
weather turns. There is talk of 
low cloud and possibly rain 
over Leeds this morning and 
the temptation to bowl first 
would then be severe. Mich¬ 
ael Atherton, while dismiss¬ 
ing the great pitch debate as 
“a lot of nonsense", did agree 
yesterday that overcast morn¬ 
ings at Headingley invari¬ 
ably mean the ball will swing 
and seam. 

Covers remained on the 
pitch in bright sunshine yes¬ 
terday. retaining its degree of 
moisture. Taylor furrowed 
his brow and said it was a 
shade soft, that the soil looked 
different here and that if he 
won the toss he would be 
uncertain what to do. 

Australia have at least set¬ 
tled on their team, Fonting for 
Bevan at No 6 being the one 
change from Old Trafford. 
England's final place remains 
open. Atherton was willing to 
discount the option of an all¬ 
seam attack — a mistake 
made both in 1993. when 
Australia were last here, and 
last summer — but there is a 
strong chance that Mike 
Smith will make his debut 
ahead of either Dean Headley 
or Andy Caddick. 

Headley, whose fitness is a 
recurring worry, had a sec¬ 
ond long bowl yesterday and 
any overnight reaction would 
discount him. Otherwise, the 
choice comes down io keeping 
faith with a man in posses¬ 
sion. with II wickets in the 
series io dare, or including a 
swing bowler who ought to be 
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Graham Gooch, minus his trademark moustache, acknowledges the applause at Chelmsford. PhcrfographrStofem Rousseau 


suited to this ground better 
than any in the country. 

If Smith, of Gloucestershire, 
never plays another Test he 
should be chosen this morn¬ 
ing. Short in stature, mild in 
manner, studious in his sted- 
rimmed spectacles, he is not 
the archetypal fast bowler but 


Pouring’s chance —— 44 

Edgbaston lit up__44 

McCaguc's Mast-45 


he bridles at suggestions that 
he is too short, too slow or 
simply too nice. "l*ve got 
enough pace to be taken 
seriously.” he said. “l*ve hit a 
few with my bouncer." 

His great asset, however, is 
the late swing that consistently 
dismisses top-order players. It 
is in his favour that both 
Australia openers are left¬ 
handers, to whom he natural¬ 
ly swings the ball away, but 


the number of right-handers 
he dismisses either bowled or 
leg-before is testimony to his 
accuracy. "Like all Yorkshire- 
men, I am tight,” he said. "1 
hate giving runs away.” 

South's family, who live in 
Batley, will be at Headingley 
in force today, swelling the 

crowd to virtuai capacity. 
Friday and Saturday are both 
sold out The public, plainly, 
has not lost faith in England, 
even if the bookmakers, who 
price them as the 100-30 
outsiders, appear to have 
done. 

"We gave a poor perfor¬ 
mance at Old Trafford." Ath¬ 
erton said bluntly. "We 
contributed to our own down¬ 
fall there. But one poor perfor¬ 
mance need not bring panic 
changes and the selectors sent 
a clear, strong message to that 
effect. Now it’s up to us. 
Effectively, this is nowa three- 
Test series and no side wants 
to lose the first of three." 


Gooch’s last stand must wait 


FEW cricketers announce the 
match of their retirement 
(lack Bailey writes). Even 
fewer reach 44 before they call 
it a day. Graham Gooch did - 
just that when he decided last 
weekend to bow ont at the cud 
of the game against-Worces¬ 
tershire which began at 
Chelmsford yesterday — his 
44th birthday. 

The crowd of nearly 4,000 
gave Gooch a standing ova¬ 
tion at the start of {day. 
Bareheaded — and dean- 
shaven — he waved in ac¬ 
knowledgment as he took the 
field at the head of Che Essex 
team (be surrendered the 
captaincy to PauL Prichard 
three seasons ago). 

There was a measure of 
disappointment for those who | 
came to see Gooch m his 391st 
first-class match in that | 


Worcestershire were batting;' .. 
Altogether, 8£99-of the 44*830... 
Tuns he had scored before this : 
match had been gathered , 
here, as had 29 of his 128.: 
c e ntu ries, including his high-. - 
est score for Essex, 27£ One * 
more hundred would put hiny. -. 
alongside Len Hutton. Gooch 
has scored more Test Tuns,' 
8,900, than any other English¬ 
man and played a leading 
part in six championship vic¬ 
tories for Essex. . 7 
At the end of the day. Gooch 
was far from his uSu^ phleg¬ 


matic seif. He fought hard, 
unsuccessfully,. to stifle the 
emotion in -his voice as he 
said: "My father, jAtf, ..who 
parsed awra js” December, 
wanted tbc?hj play one last 
season.: Pin just a bit sad. if 
he*! watching from up there 
that it ftas obt been as good a 
season as it could have been 
fbrhim. . 

“He was my biggest sup¬ 
porter.. He came to all my 
games. ! miss him a lot" • 
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World Cup bid 
gets £9m boost 


Liverpool talk to 
German forward 


international calls are 
upto 63% cheaper 


By John Goodbody 


By David Mad dock 


A RECORD £9 million is 
being raised to promote Eng¬ 
land football's attempt to stage 
the 21X36 World Cup finals, the 
highest figure ever spent in 
trying to bring an internation¬ 
al sports event ro Britain. 

With England facing a 
fierce hattle with Germany, 
who are still upset that there 
will be a rival European 
candidate for 2006, the Gov¬ 
ernment is providing support 
from the Foreign Office, while 
the Prime Minister is ready to 
meet foreign officials when 
they visit London. 

The Football Association 
has already commined £3 
million and is expeaed to be 
matched with £3 million from 
the FA Premier League and a 
further £3 million from lortery 
funding. AJec MeGjvan. direc¬ 
tor of the World Cup cam¬ 
paign, said yesterday.’*! am 
not anticipating any problems 
over funding." 

The Government does not 
yet have direct control of 
lottery funding, although its 
lawyers are examining wheth¬ 
er this may be possible. For 
the moment, the lottery money 
far bringing leading events to 
this country is am trolled by 
die English Sports Council, 
but the Government wants 
lottery money- spent on the bid 
to stage the cup here for the 
first rime since 1966. 

The £9 million will exceed 
by more than £4 million the 
“Sure spent by Manchester in 
5,s unsuccessful attempt to 


host the 2000 Olympic Games. 
The money will be used for 
items such as videos and 
films, exhibitions at leading 
sports events and entertaining 
members of the executive com- 
minee of Fifa. football's gov¬ 
erning body, who will deride 
or. the venue in June 2000. 

The FA is already discuss¬ 
ing support with leading com¬ 
panies, such as British 
Airways. "However, we will 
not let it get ont of hand as the 
Japanese and South Koreans 
did." The Asian countries are 
co-hosting the 2002 Cup. 

McGrvan said that the Gov¬ 
ernment could play significant 
roles by giving leadership to 
the bid. providing hospitality 
and international networking, 
using its influence on lottery 
funds and giving support to 
the staging of the event. 

He said: "The new Govern¬ 
ment is. extremely enthusiastic 
about our candidature. Both 
Tony Blair and Tony Banks 
{the Minister for Sportl are 
football followers. What we 
must do is to make the bid 
unique, to make it something 
to excite people." 

The Government is also 
looking at the staging of (he 
200S Olympic Games in 
London. It is examining ' 
whether the Greenwich sire, i 
earmarked for rhe millennium ; 
celebrations, might not also be I 
used for some Olympic ven¬ 
ues. in addition to the Wem¬ 
bley complex, with its planned 
new national stadium. 


LIVERPOOL appear likely to 
plunge back into the transfer 
market within the next few 
days to secure the services of 
an experienced forward, after 
the capture this week of Paul 
I nee. Roy Evans, the manager, 
is at an advanced stage of 
negotiations with Kdrl Heinz- 
Riedle, the Germany forward, 
whose two goals won the 
European Cup fur Borussia 
Dortmund in May, 

Evans is keen to secure a 
forward partner for Robbie 
Fowler and Riedle fits the bill, 
even though he will be 32 in 
September. He has just en¬ 
joyed possibly the best season 
of his career and has experi¬ 
enced an international renais¬ 
sance. Riedle will cost 
Liverpool a fee of just Eli! 
million, but it is understood 
his salary will be more than £1 
million a year for the length of 
a three-year contract. 

However. Riedle also has 
had talks with Sampdoria and 
AS Roma and may be per¬ 
suaded to return to Italy, the 
country where he had a less- 
than-happy experience with 
Lazio. Paul Gascoigne's for¬ 
mer dub. 

Evans hopes to move swiftly 
to head off any further Italian 
interest and the transfer could 
be completed by the weekend. 
If not. however. he is still 
pursuing two other possible 
targets a little doser to home. 
Earlier this week. Evans 
inquired about Egil Osten- 
sted. the Southampton for¬ 


ward. who was the subject of a 
£4 million offer from New¬ 
castle United an Tuesday. 
Liverpool also are pursuing an 
interest in Chris Sutton, the 
Blackbum.Rovers forward. 

Another forward will also 
shortly be on the move. A 
board meeting at Newcastle 
on Tuesday evening agreed 
that Les Ferdinand, the dub's 
England interna tionaL should 
be allowed to leave if an offer 
of E6 million were forthcom¬ 
ing. Everton have indicated 
their interest at that level but 
Tottenham Hotspur are still 
favourites to sign the London- 
born player. 

One deal unlikely to go 
ahead is the move to Crystal 
Palace of Attilio Lombardo, 
the Juventus and Italy winger. 
He declined to fly to London 
for planned talks yesterday 
and Steve Coppell, the Palace 
manager, admitted that the 
transfer looked doubtful "I 
don't flunk it is likely, l don’t 
think we can afford the whole 
package." he said. Palace are 
likely to sign Paul Warfiuret 
of Blackburn, today. • 

Newcastle will use some of 
the money they receive for 
Ferdinand to pay for the 
transfer of Alessandro Pis- 
tone, the Intemazionale left 
back. The 22-year-old will fly 
to the North East for talks 
tomorrow and Freddie Fletch¬ 
er, the Newcastle chief execu¬ 
tive, said: “We will discuss the 
terms on which the player 
wants to come here." 
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